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BEFORE J.D. POWER AND ASSOCIATES 
AND R.L POLK AND COMPANY, 
COMES IJ. PALMER AND FAMILY. 




WINNING OVER THE CRITICS IS GREAT. 
WINNING YOU OVER IS EVEN BETTER. 



When a car receives an award, that means it's doing what it's supposed to do. 
Living up to its promise. 

The promise to start when you turn the key. To wear but not tear. To give you 
goose bumps every time you punch the gas. At GM, we don't build cars to 
impress the critics. We build them to impress you. 

Last year we did both. 

We had more return customers in 2003 than any other car company in the world. 
It's the fourth consecutive year GM has been recognized by R.L. Polk & Co. for having 
the Highest Overall Manufacturer Loyalty.* Quality cars are driving people back. 

And it starts with the way they're built. GM had the top two automotive assembly plants 
in North/South America in the latest J.D. Power and Associates Initial Quality Study.'"** 
It's the third straight year GM has received Gold and Silver awards for plant quality. 

We also received the Highest-Ranked Full-Size SUV in Initial Quality** for our 
Chevy Suburban. The same vehicle that earned an enthusiastic thumbs-up 
from one T.J. Palmer, an extremely satisfied Suburban owner from Idaho. 

And in the end, that's the most important endorsement there is. The one that 
comes from someone like you. 




gm.com 



CHEVROLET PONTIAC BUICK CADILLAC CMC 
OLDSMOBILE SATURN HUMMER SAAB 



•According to Polk statistics for Overall Manufacturer Loyalty in the 2000-2003 model years. General Motors ranked highest by having the 
greatest percentage of households return to purchase or lease another General Motors vehicle. 

General Motors Corp. - Lansing Grand River, Ml (Car) plant was the highest ranked and the General Motors Corp. - Hamtramck, Ml plant 
was the second hrghest ranked in North/South America among plants producing vehicles for the U.S. market. J.D Power and 
Associates 2003-2004 Initial Quality Studies^" 2004 Study based on a total of 51,208 U.S. consumer responses including owner reported 
problems during the first 90 days of ownership, www.jdpower.com 

GM Corp A!I rights reserved. The marks of Gei^cral Moiois and its divisions are rcgisiered tradomarVs oi General Motors. 
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A JEWELRY STORE PAAK-N88-3RA3 

12220 Ventura Boulevord • Studio City, CA 91604 • 818/769-7763 
www.matthewsiewelry.com 
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NLVV YORK • SAN IRANCISCO • WASHINGTON. DC • ORANGE COUNTY • MIAMI 



Six reasons to take the 
long way home. Six ways 
to get your blood racing. 
Six excuses for being 
ten minutes early. Six 
sensations for your five 
senses. Six butterflies 
on your daily commute. 
Six chords from one of 
your favorite songs. Six 
arrows straight through 
your heart. Six emotions 
wrapped in one gearbox. 

;Ui.i ivc-V'rii<vwrr.?Alli9lr<ink;pi('<iSf 'ion'Uliinkanddciue.iNnNiT!, dnUINFtNITI model flam<»3r« uJfiNni Uii/ision of Nissan North America. Inc. 



The Infiniti G35. Now with a six speed. 



Its 260-horsepower engine, sport-tuned suspension and new 6-speed 
manual transmission turn miles into moments. Visit lnfiniti.com. 
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9654 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD BEVERLY HILLS 310.888.8944 

WWW.ARTHURBEREN.COM 

BEVERLY Hills ♦ San Francisco * Palo Alto 
Our catalogs are available on request 
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CUSTOM DIAMOND FRAMES 
DESIGNED BY FRANCO 



Maison d'Ootiaue 



COMMONS CALABASAS • STUDIO CITY • SHERMAN OAKS • WEST HOLLYWOOD • COMING SOON TO THOUSAND OAKS 

818.760.8126 800.448.2411 

ALSO AVAILABLE AT XIV KARAT, BEVERLY HILLS • 310.551.1212 



The Silk Trading Co.' 




NEW YORK LOS ANGELES SOUTH COAST PLAZA SAN FRANCISCO ATLANTA DALLAS 
CALL 323.954.9280 TO SPEAK WITH A DESIGN CONSULTANT SHOP ONLINE AT WWW.SILKTRADING.COM 
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HELLO, CUPCAKES 

Four sweet treats 
from Joan's on Third, 
one of our Best of L.A.' 
honorees. Photograph 
by Marysibtn Baker 
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BEST OF LA 



The juicy snap of a first-rate hot dog. The bliss of the perfect foot massage. The joy of finding a great 
purveyor of birds, bikes, or balloon sculptures. Every year we scour the city— testing and tasting and 
having a pretty wonderful time— in search of the best L.A. has to offer. We've got neighborhood bars 
and swanky cafeterias, church choirs and orchid stores, gelaterias and swimming pools. Looking for 
the town's best chocolates or the area's most heavenly brunch? Here's our guide to the city's top 101. 
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COVER ART BY MICHAEL DORET 




Sold exclusively in Louis Vuitton stores, www.louisvuitton.com 
Rodeo Drive. Beverly Center. South Coast Plaza. 866-VUITTON 
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CHAIRMAN OF 
THE BOARD: 

Stacy Peralta. director 
of Riding Giants. 
Photograph by 
I an Spanier (page 64) 



EDITOP S NOTE 



J2A 



CONTPIBUTQPS 



LETTERS 



J2 



BUZZ 

Laura Dern looks for Lucy in the Hollywood Wax Museum, and 
KCRW's giveaway guy explains why the mere sound of his voice 
inspires feelings of love and loss PLUS: Faux fireflies and plastic 
surgery recovery centers EPITAPH: Anne Taylor Fleming on 
Ronald Reagan SEEN: Anthony Hopkins shimmies at the Caritas 
Award Gala, and painted Playmates shake at the Kill Bill: VoL 1 DVD 
release party 37 

STYLE 

PRIME FINDS Trina Turk camisoles, Yves Saint Laurent lipsticks, 
and Zino Platinum cigars 59 

COLUMNS 

INDUSTRY In his surf epic Riding Giants, documentary director 
Stacy Peralta explores what happens when big men and big waves 
collide by Robert /to 64 
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CULTURE Kevin Tancharoen has taught dance moves to Madonna 
and directed shows for Michael and Britney. Impressed? Just wait till 
he turns 21 by Margot Dougherty 74 

SOCIETY Don't be fooled by Willie Campbell's country club de- 
meanor. For the past six decades, she's been one of the staunchest 
social advocates you've never heard of bey Karen Wada 80 

RESTAURANTS At Michelia, KImmy Tang brings a slice of Saigon to 
Beverly Hills by Patric Kuh 152 

THE ARTS 

FILM Steve Erickson on the cowboy aesthetic in Asian cinema 
ART Bernard Cooper on the Laguna Art Museum's ?00 Artists See God 
ARCHITECTURE Greg Goldin on the Gothic Revival revival . . . 144 

CODA 

DINING The only restaurant guide that counts, from Table 8 to 

Lot 1224 by Margot Dougherty 171 

GUIDE The Reverend Al Green jams for Jesus at the Greek, taiko 
drummers feel the beat at the Ford, and Huck Finn wanna-bes angle 

at the beach by Gia Lauren Giltleson 215 

LAST LAUGH by Adam McCau/ey 260 
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THE ROYAL DUMPLING SOCIETY 

EVERY COUPLE OF MONTHS FOR THE PAST YEAR, 
I have joined friends on Sunday morning and gone 
searching for dim sum in the San Gabriel Valley. 
Maybe it's the carts rolling by piled high with small metal 
containers or that dumplings themselves are bite-size or that 

their architecture- ensures a surprise inside, but liumplings are one ot those foods that makes eating hin. 
Even if dumplings don't conjure childhood memories— among my earliest food memories is going 
with my parents to Chinese restaurants fbrSunday brunch— they inspire childlike delight. Dim sum 
on a Sunday morning invariably requires waiting in line, so there's lots of time to talk. Monterey Park, 
Alhambra, Arcadia, and Rowland I [eights are not on my normal route, so these excursions offer a 
chance to explore parts of the count)' I don't know well. But we have another reason to go: that some- 
times ridiculous, sometimes exalted drive to find "the best." At some point, the conversation always 

turns back to the dim sum. You have to tr\' the crab dumpling. The 
shrimp and jxjrk dumpling. The fish dumpling. No, no, the red bean 
paste dumpling is even better. As good as Din Tai Fung Dumpling 
I louse in Arcadia was, don't you think I long Kong Palace in Row- 
land I leights is even better? And what about Empress Harbor in 
Monterey Park.^ What about Full I louse or 888 Seafood? 

The de*sire to know wluit's the best has various motivations. Partly 
it reflects the continuing democratization of societ)': the fundamen- 
tal American belief that the wealthy should not be the only ones who 
have access to the finest. Partly it derives from a contrary' impulse: the 
American obsession to rank ever\thing. Just think how often we apply sports analogies when thty are un- 
warranted. (So-and-so was the greatest left-handed periodontist to come out of Pittsburgh in the '50s.) 
But there's also something else at work. In a s(Kiety that is as overwhelming as ours— especially in a city 
as large and complex as Los /Angeles — a guide that declares what's best is extraordinarily useful. We at the 
magazine think it's more than that. We think it's indispensable. Which is why every year we produce our 
"Best OP issue. We don't pretend that our choices are objective. But we do insist on strict criteria in mak- 
ing our selections. Even our whimsical categories (Best L.A. Summer Novel, Best Parking Garage, Best 
Foot Massage) have been tested (numerous summer novels were read, cars parked, and feet massaged). 
We ask our contributors to interview authorities in the field, to visit as many places as possible, and to 
range far from the neighborhoods they know: As our cover announces, we have arrived at 101 of our fa- 
vorite things. We didn't include dim sum or dumplings among our categories. If we had, though, Hong 
Kong Palace or Din Tai Fung would have gotten my vote. 
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Kit Rachlis 

Editor-in-Chief 
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BRENTWOOD 



The Peter Norman 
Handcrafted Platinum Collection 

1 1640 San Vicente Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90049 
www.peternorman.com 

310.820.8787 

888.474,8787 



CONTPIBUTOPS 



ANNE TAYLOR FLEMING (Buzz. Epitaph, page 
46) is the author of Marriage: A Duet and Motherhood 
Deferred: A Woman's Journey. Fleming is an essayist for The 
NewsHour with Jim Lehrer and has written for The New York 
Times and Tihe New Yorker. She is working on her second novel. 




MAX GERBER ("The Secret Sharer," page 8o) has received 
several photography awards, including an Association of Alter- 
native Newsweeklies award and the C. Everett Koop Media 
Award. His images have appeared in the Sunday Telegraph 
Review, LA. Weekly, and Time. 





ROSS MACDON ALD ("The Best of L.A.." page 98) 
is the proprietor of Brightwork Press, a printing com- 
pany that uses letterpresses and fonts dating back to the 19th 
century. MacDonald's watercolor illustrations have appeared 
in Vanity Fair, Rolling Sfone, and The New York Times Maga- 
zine. He recently completed BadBaby, the sequel to his chil- 
dren's book Another Perfect Day. BadBaby will be published 
by Roaring Brook Press in 2005. 



MINDEE CHOI (Style, page 59) regularly contributes 
BBM photographs to the Buzz and Style sections. Choi's 
work has appeared in Real Simple, Natural Health, and Parade. 

IAN SPANIER's photographs ("Among the Swells," page 64) 
have been featured in Marie Claire, Esquire, Muscle & Fitness, 
and Men's Journal. Spanier is working on a book project about 
women who carry guns. 

Senior editor M ARGOT DOUGHERTY ("Step toaster," page 
74) oversees restaurant coverage for Los 
Angeles. She formerly worked at Life, People, and Entertairment Weekly 
and was a founding editor of Who, the Australian counterpart of People. 

MICHAEL DORET's illustrations (cover) have appeared on the 
covers of Time, New York, and TV Guide. He has designed logos 
for the Graphic Artists Guild and the New York Knicks and created a 
preprinted envelope for the United States Postal Service. 

STEYE ERICKSON ("Spaghetti Easterns," page 144) is the film 
and television critic for Los Angeles. Erickson, whose writing has 

appeared in Rolling Stone, Esquire, and The New York Times, Is 
the author of six novels, including American Nomad and The 
Sea Came In at Midnight. He recently launched Black Clock, a 
literary journal published by CalArts. 





ADAM MCCAULEY (Last Laugh, page 260) wrote 
and illustrated the children's book My Friend Chicken 
and illustrated Martin MacGregor's Snowman and the Way- 
side School series. t^'IcCauley. whose work has appeared in 
Rolling Stone, Time, and Sunset, has received awards from 
Print and the Society of Illustrators. 
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beautiful reasons 



Summer Sale and Exclusive 

Colored Diamond and Stone Event 
July 23 -August 23 

and celebrating our 1st year 
in Manhattan Beach 
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2jrd ^Ireel jewelers 



Est. 1981 



2319 Wilshire Boulevard Santa Monica 310.828.0833 
919 Manhattan Avenue Manhattan Beach 310.374.9923 

www.23rdstreetjewelers.com 
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100,000 WORKS OF PRICELESS 

ART ALL AT NO COST 
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FREE AFTER FIVE sponsored by ©target 



The art spans from ancient times to present. The free admission spans from 5 pm 
until close. Free After Five at LACMA is just one more way Target gives back over 
$2 million to the community every week. 



www.lacma.org • 323-857-6000 



I ©2004 Target Stores. Ambrosius Bossctiaert (Belgium. 1573-16211 Bouquet of flowers on 3 Ledge. 1619-20 LACMA. gift ot Mr and Mrs. Edward W Carter Photo ©2004 Museum Associales/LACMA. 




ONE OF A KIND 
NATURAL COLOR 
DIAMOND RINGS 



1426 Montana Ave. #4 Santa Monica. CA 90403 • 310 576 2455 
Open 7 days a week with complimentary parking on 1 5th St. 
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Maiso 



COMMONS CAUBASAS sis.224.:J4'J9 • STl DIOCITV ,S1.S.TGI).S12(1 
SHERMAN OAKS 818.990.09C0 • WEST HOLLYWOOD :Jll).27i.l313 . U CAMDA 818.949.444 
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DON'T MISS OUR 38th ANNUAL PARKING LOT SALE! 
JULY 30TH - AUGUST 1st 




'Toy" 
$145 





Abacus 
$175 




MESSING 



STAINLESS STEEL COLLECTION 




$295 



One store that specializes in one thing .... quality! 

It is said that fine craftsmanship 
IS man's flirtation \Mth perfection. 
And at Morgan & CO. you can see the grand results. 

1131 Glendon Avenue, WestwoodVillage,WLA 
(310) 208-3377 
www.morganjewellers.com 




THE RIVER'S EDGE 

IN SUCH A BEAUTIFUL, GLOSSY MAGA- 
zine about Los Angeles, it was a breath 
of Tahoe air to read Jesse Katz's "Under the 
Bridge" in the June issue. It is too easy to 
encounter the kind of individuals Katz in- 
terviewed and to forget that every person, 
no matter how destitute or ill, has his own 
dreams, feelings, memories, and hopes. 
Cleopatra Victoria 
San Francisco 

BRILLIANT CONTRAST: THE "NEW 
downtown" of culture vultures, shop- 
jjers, politicians, artists, and power brokers 
["Center of Attention," June] alongside the 
denizens of downtown's "Under the Bridge" 
underbelly. I can only hope that the people 
who respond to the ads in the front of the 
book took the time to read the article near 
the back of the book and reflect on what it 
says about our society 
Chuck Zaremba 
Oceanside 

KUDOS TO JESSE KATZ FOR PROVID- 
ing such poignant insight in his article. 
It is easy to maneuver through our diverse 
and rich metropolis and miss or avoid the 
unpleasant realities of homelessness. The 
Union Rescue Mission is located between 
5th and 6th, in the heart of skid row. Each 
year we are witness to thousands of dis- 
placed citizens who come to our doors seek- 
ing help, with profound stories of their own. 
In light of the economic struggles many are 
facing, it is probable that more like Starr will 
no longer be able to afford the SRO hotels 



that shelter them. Katz mentions that in 
1996 the headline of a story on Starr in the 
Los Angeles Times read a woman moves 
CLOSER TO THH EDGE. The number of women, 
many with children, who that headline 
could describe today is astonishing, and we 
know that number will continue to grow as 
government decreases and more jjeople live 
from check to check. This situation is tragic. 
However, this problem can be alleviated 
if Angclenos move the crisis from a far- 
off place and into their hearts. When we 
drive past a homeless person, it needs to 
bother us to the pxjint that we do something 
tangible— donate to a charity, call an elected 
official, or volunteer to serve in some capacity 
We can make a difference. 
Dr. Ralph E. Plumb 
President/CEO 
Union Rescue Mission 
Los Angeles 

URBAN AFFAIR 

GOODNESS, IT IS ABOUT TIME EVERY- 
one got as excited about downtown 
as I have been for years ["Center of Atten- 
tion"]. I was brought here from El Salvador 
when I was seven, but I didn't discover down- 
town until I was 19. One day I stopped and 
parked near Pershing Square and walked, 
yes walked, for hours — to the Central Li- 
brary, California Plaza, the Biltmore. During 
the next few years, I would walk through 
the old corridor and admire the buildings. 
Ever)'one comes here and takes advantage 
of our city, they leave a different person with- 
out thanking it. I have been excited about 
El Pueblo de Nuestra Senora la Reina de 
Los Angeles since I was a teenager, and I 
see that the best is yet to come for our fair, 
crazy, lovable pueblo. 
Dennis Sosa 
Downey 

LOST AND FOUND 

I APPLAUD THE WONDERFUL ARTICLE 
"Past Perfect" in the June issue. You real- 
ly showed the true art deco era of down- 
town Los Angeles. I think Lx)s Angeles has 
some of the most decorative buildings of 
any city anvwhere. What a delight it is to 
see such historical buildings; it must have 



Cc|.. , 




The Next Stage 
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Wells Fargo is honored 
to be a part of the Ninth Annual 

Best of LA 

and salutes the work of 




and the 

Alzheimer's Association It 

In a world where many strive to excel, yet 
few succeed, you and your organization 
are making a real difference. 
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Vintage Jewelry 

OLD CUT DIAMONDS 
Custom Design 




S SINGLE STONE 

ess S.Hill Street, Suite 182, Los Angeles, CA 90014 
Tel. SIS.898.077S FAX. S 13.892.0947 www.singlestone.com 



LETTEPS 

been a beautiful time when they were built, 
and it appears it soon shall be again. 
Gary Clement 
Sherman Oaks 



MAN IN THE MIDDLE 

■ WAS SO EXCITED WHEN 1 SAW THE 
cover story of your June issue ["The 
Dreamer'l. Just the night before I was look- 
ing into downtown L.A. lofts online. I had 
heard of" what Tom (iilmore had done, but 
I didn't know his entire storv. Ed Leibowtz 
wTote a wondertiil chronicle of" this man and 
his dream. Gilmore is a visionary who started 
something great. Leibowitz helped to fill in 
the blanks about a man 1 knew very little o£ 
Nicholas Weltzel 
San Francisco 

iREAD YOUR HIGHLY CRITICAL PIECE 
about Tom Gilmore. As the real estate 
broker who assembled the Old Bank District 
for Tom, I felt you might have put more em- 
phasis on Tom's gifts of inspiration. He in- 
spired me to write my first real estate fjoems. 
Ed Rosenthal 
CS Richard Ellk 
Los Angeles 

TOOTING OUR HORN 



For the third year in a row, Los Angeles mag- 
azine received the most awards in the annu- 
al City and Regional Magazine Association 
competition. In total, the magazine picked 
up nine awards. Winners included contribut- 
ing writer Steve Erickson in the category of 
General Criticism; senior writer Jesse Katz 
for his October 2003 profile of Magic John- 
son, "Master of Illusion"; and art director Joe 
Kimberling, named Designer of the Year. 
Joe also won first place for feature design. 

The Casey Journalism Center on Chil- 
dren and Families awarded writer-at-large 
Edward Humes its top prize in the maga- 
zine category for "The Unwanted," his piece 
on MacLaren Children's Center that ran in 
the January 2003 issue. 



LOS ANGELES magazintt w«lcom«s your comments. 

Please send letters to "Letters to the Editor," LOS 
ANGCLES magazine, 5900 Wilthire Blvd., lOth 
Floor, Los Angeles, CA 90036; or reach us by fax 
at 323-601-0105 or e-mail at letters@lamag.com. 
Letters may be edited for space and clarity. 
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g race home 

FURNISHINGS 

11632 barrington court Brentwood village los angeles California 90049 310-476-7176 fax 310-476-2720 

www.gracehomefurnishings.com 

Grace, the dog, is available for design advice at grace home furnishings daily. 
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in Da\itl L\nch's Blue I iivct looking 
rr like a Technicolor denizen of a 
I litchcock dream, asking Kyle MacLach- 
lin, "Are you the one that found the ear?" 
In between then and now she has made 
some ver)'goo<l independent films like Cit- 
izen Ruth and Rximbling Rose; shown up in a 
tew duds and one blockbuster, 7«ri/w/f Park; 

dated Billy Bob 
Thornton; come 
close to marrying Jeff Goldblum; and 
kissed Ellen DeCieneres on television. And 
she can claim the most audacious line of 
movie dialogue ever spoken between 
daughter and mother. As a pregnant gas 
buffer from a life of hard knocks in Citizen 
Ruth, she confronts her bom-again mother i 
along with an army of "saved" pro-lifers. 

"Don't abort your baby!" Dern's actual 
mom, the actress Diane Ladd, shouts at her. 
"What if I had aborted you?" 

"Well," Dern screams back, "at least 
I wouldn't have had to suck your boy- 
friend's cock!" 

"It's pretty hysterical— the luckiest line 
you could get to say in a movie," says Dem. 
"Especially to say it to your own mom." 
Stopping momentarily to adjust to the 
museum's dim light, she still looks like the 
young actress of Blue Velvet: all shinbones 
and elbows, more gawky-sex\' than pretty; 
with steely blue eyes that might once have 
been called "flinty," and a zaftig nose about 
to sail off her face. 

Dern's father is Bruce Dern; her god- 
mother is .Shelley Wmters. She was con- 
ceived on the set of a Roger Gorman film. 
The Wild Angels; grew up the child of a gen- 
eration of raging bulls like Dennis Hopper 
and Jack Nicholson who were friends of 
her parents; ;ind remembers summer camp 
one year as "my dad doing a movie with 
I litchcock and mv mom doing a movie 



with Scorsese." Now, almost 30 years after 
Star Wars all but nixed the rough-hewn film 
roles she was raised lo\ing, Dem walks past 
wax diorama after wax diorama of modern 
film success stories— Tom Cruise movies, 
Sylvester Stallone movies, Arnold 
movies— finding herself a bit out of time. 

"I have a nostalgia for the '70s that is so 
sincere," says Dem, examining the muscle- 
bound occupant of the Cliffhanger terrari- 
um as one might scrutinize a weight)' bug. 
"1 remember coming into Hollywood 
when I was 15 to stand in a line three blocks 
long just to see Ordinary People. Jtdia, Three 
Days of the Condor, The Candidate— as kids, 
those were mo\ies we wanted to sec. In the 
'70s, there were himdreds of parts I wish I 



could have played— I can't say that now. 
And the same goes for men. My dad and 
Jon Voight in Coming Home} Those were 
beautiful roles. What do young actors 
want to be now— the Terminator?" 

As if on cue, Dern walks smack into 
the "Three Faces of Schwarzenegger" dis- 
play: barbarian, android, public servant. 
"Oh, geez!" she gapes in feigned shock. 
"Oh, my God!" She steps back to take in 
the sight. "Do you notice," Dern finally 
says, moving on, "how his head gets tinier 
and tinier in each advancing role?" 

Dern has a small film coming up called 
We Don't Live Here Anymore, a dark study 
of two couples on the verge of divorce that 
is reminiscent of the films she pines for. 
It's her 39th movie, independent like most 
of her work, and will likely— owing to its 
subject and distribution— be seen by al- 
most no one this summer. 

Working on the fringe has left Dern 
without her bearings in contemporary Hol- 
lywood. At the Star Wars display she looks 
as if she's seen an apparition. "Oh, wow! 
I larrison Ford looks so real. That almost 
scares me— it looks like he's coming to life!" 

A passing stranger tells Dem that 
the wax dummv is Liam Neeson. 
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Flimflam Flickering 

The ersatz firefly is the one summer insect L.A. can't go without 



FIREFLIES THRIVE IN THE STICKY SWELTER of an lowa or Alabama summer. They don't do Los 
Angeles. "They're just not adapted to this Mediterranean environment," says biology pro- 
fessor Joan Leong of Cal Poly Pomona. For decades, the only place you could enjoy the po- 
etry of a firefly-filled Southern California evening was at Disneyland 
where, by no mean feat of Imaglneering. tiny lamps, copper wire, 
and a hidden fan animate the mysterious creatures flitting about 
the entrance to Pirates of the Caribbean and the patio of the 
Blue Bayou restaurant. This spring, former Disney employee 
Tim Carter began selling similar bioluminescent spectacles for 
your backyard lagoon in Encino or Silver Lake, l-le struck a deal 
with Creativations. a Westlake Village marketing firm, to target 
individuals, hotels, and amusement parks— a faux firefly in- 
fomercial is already in the can. Although Carter's been visit- 
ing the Magic Kingdom since 1955, he only recently traveled to 
Tennessee and saw real fireflies for the first time. —Chris Nichols 
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"Oh, my God! How terrible. I guess 
r r I don't know my Star W&rr 

She d(K*s recognize the few actors in the 
museum from her godmother's generation. 
There is Paul Newman as Butch ("1 was 
with him in Fat Mun cinj Little Boy — he's 
lovelv, and his blue eves do look good 
liere"), Clint Eastwood as the high plains 
drifter ("I worked with him in A Perfect 
World— that doesn't look like him, though"), 
anil John W ayne as Rooster Cogburn, the 
sight of whom stops Dem in her tracks. 
"My dad killed him, vou know." 
It's true. Bruce Dern was the first ac 
tor to murder the Duke on film, in 1972's 
The Cowboys— killing that more than 
anvThing else signaled a (temporary) end 
to the kind of movies Wayne had made 
and heralded the start of a short run 
Bruce Dem's generation would enjoy 

"Tliat wiis a hard time to live through," 
says Dern. "I had the fathers of kids 1 
knew yelling at me for what my dad did. I 'or 
some reason, 1 was obsessed then with 
I .ucy, on her show, going with Ethel to steal 
John Wa\Tie"s footprints at Grauman's Chi- 
nese Theater. She became a huge influence 
on me. She was truthful in any situation. 
She was terrified and haunted bv jealousv 
and miserable and manipulative, and what- 
ever she was, it was pure. She taught me 
that, in a satire like Citizen Ruth, if 
vou are trurhfi.1l in \ our agonv, it wi 
make other people laugh." Dern loo 
around. "^X'l^ere is she, anyway?" 

Lucy, it turns out, is nowhere to be 
found — not next to MichaelJ. Eox, 
Mike Myers, or Will Smith and Tommy 
Lee Jones. Dern leaves the museum and 
approaches a very young woman selling 
tickets at the entrance. 

"Excuse me, where is Lucille Ball.'" Dem 
asks the girl. 

A sympatheric look comes over the girl's 
face. "Lucy has been moved out," she says 
apologetically 

"Well, what has replaced her?" Dern 
asks. 

"Ahh— The Matrix," answers the girl, 
lifting a small arm to point at a corner 
platform behind Dern's head where 
Keanu Reeves, wearing a black space 
robe and looking at ease in his gummy 
state, gazes down at tourists exiting into 
the spring sunshine. LA 
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BUZZCUTS 

A LITTLE OFF THE TOP-AND BOTTOM-FOR A BETTER AUGUST 

Weird appointment of the year; Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger recently named 
The Rock as spokesperson for his pet program After School All-Start. Kids are encour- 
aged to study hard or risk being choked by the former pro wrestler and body- 
slammed into the nearest chalkboard. 

To raise funds for its new fish hospital— bloodworms to the CR, stati— the Cabrlllo Ma- 
rine Aquarium will host a Chocolate Lobiter Dive next month, in which divers will search 

the murky waters off Cabrillo Beach for milk chocolate lobsters hidden there by contest or- 
ganizers. Next year's prize: tasty marzipan sea bass. 





Art junkies are celebrating the recent launch of Bcrgamot Books, a repository of all 
things photographic, cinematic, and architectural. Located at Bergamot Station in 
Santa Monica, the bookstore boasts hard-to-find art books, political tomes, and 
upcoming signings by Yoko Ono and photographer Michael Polidori. 

Instant collectible of the month: John Lautner's gravity-disregarding Chemoiphera (pictured), 
a Paul Laszlo-designed doghouse, and a Buff & Hensman Case Study living room— such are the 
delights of photographer Julius Shulman's 200S calendar. Benefiting the 
Art Museum Council of LACMA, the calendar is limited to 4.000 
copies. Shulman is now selecting photos for the 2006 edition. 





Tabloid readers and tourists on the fringe will love Chris Eptlng's 
Marilyn Monroe Dyed Here, a "Nollywood Babylon meets f odor's," 
guide to the historic, tragic, and scandalous. The book, 
a sequel to his James Dean Died Here, has plenty of Southern California destinations, 
ncluding the birthplace of the Egg McMuffin, the homes of all Four Stooges, Rick 
James's crack den— and our favorite, the Munchkins' party hotel. 

Synchronized Swimming's World Showcase, part of the 3004 Toyota Aquatics Grand Prix in Long Beach, 
had to be canceled because of scheduling conflicts. Scheduling conflicts— in synchronized swim- 
ming? And they seem to have such great liming in the water. 

Motorists traversing 80 bridges across the city will notice new signs bearing the silhouette of the 
great blue heron. This consciousness-raising effort lets them know that they are about to roll over no 
mere forlorn storm drain but our blessed L.A. River, which prior to its near entombment in con- 
crete provided a much more welcoming habitat for the bird. 

Les and Abby Stockton were major pioneers of bodybuilding back in the 1940s, 
but their other love was bugs— lots of bugs. The couple recently do- 
nated 100.000 moths, beetles, and butterflies to the Natural His- 
tory Museum of Los Angeles County. We're partial to the 
Titanusgiganteus, a beetle that's big, mean, and edible. 
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what's a Motown legend to do after scoring Grammys and getting inducted into 
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame? We know— sell frozen gumbo! Smokey Robinson re- 
cently hit local Vons and Pavilions stores to hawk his The Soul Is in the Bowl seafood 
gumbo. We're sure it's delicious, but just what is Jeff Brain-one of the prime movers of 
the Valley secession movement— doing as the company CEO? 
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For KCRW donors, a call from Matt Holzman 
is a dead giveaway by Dave Gardetta 

IF MATT HOLZMAN WERE TO REACH YOU on the phone 343 ckys 
out of the year, odds are you would be instantly crushed to hear 
from him. Holzman, whose muscular build looks fit for digging 
trenches, and whose skin is as pale as a turnip, works a dozen or so 
feet beneath the surface of Santa Monica, in the labyrinthine stu- 
dios of public radio station KCRW. Mornings, through glass port- 
holes in the hallwa)'s of Holzman's workplace, you can spot his col- 
leagues at task: a haggard-looking Warren Olney staring into the soul 
of his microphone as he worries the fet off the city's ills; DJ Nic Har- 
court, thin as a paper towel, sifting cool from the station's large mu- 
sic library Unlike his coworkers, Holzman takes over the mike just 22 
days a year in fund-raising drives like this month's. (Last year's drives 
raised more than S4 million.) I le is KCRWs on-air voice for its dai- 
ly prize giveaways, bestowing on listeners iMacs and Jaguars and jet 
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Roger Dodger 

A new service makes the chance encounter less chancy 

ONE EVENING AT LITTLE JOY, 25-year-old actress Annie Fair sends out a / 
"ping" from her cell phone, courtesy of dodgeball.com. Soon, not only will Fair's 
close-by friends know she's arrived at this Echo Park bar of the moment, 
but any mutual acquaintances— so long as they have wandered into a ten-block radius- 
will receive a text message with her picture and provenance of their connection ("You know Annie 
through ..."). Combining Global Positioning technology, text messaging, and Friendster-style 
networking, dodgeball.com can direct subscribers to hookups, hot spots, or simply 
a functional Ms. Pac-Man machine. "It's fun," says Fair, "if you're down for meeting 
your friends' friends." Or if you're living in a city less far-flung than L.A. A dozen 
great dodgeball.com prospects may be imbibing at Los Feliz's Good Luck or Silver 
Lake's Tiki Ti, but Fair's ping is too weak to reach even those relatively near Eastside 
hangouts. Dodgeball.com founder Dennis Crowley acknowledges that, while the service has 
fared well in Philadelphia and New York, "L.A. is the toughest sell for us because ten blocks 
can't cover it." Me's attempting to expand the broadcast area accordingly. -Andrea Richards 




flights to Tahiti. "I have a feeling my day is going to get better," a 
woman told Holzman once during a broadcast call, "because when 
you call people and I hear it on the radio, they get stuff Which is 
why people can be so let down to hear from I lolzman— in, say, a 
business call for the station— during the remaining 49 weeks of the 
year. They immediately realize they're not getting stuff 

In American radio there is no one comjjarable to Holzman work- 
ing today Commercial stations give away prizes, but they don't hire a 
special DJ to take over microphone duties when the Weezer tickets 
^^^^^^^^^^^^ are passed out. "I believe that people 
think I'm either computer generated," 
says Holzman, "or just some guy shipjjed 
in from prize central— a room with a 
desk and a phone and a pile of iPods." 
Holzman started out at KCRW in cor- 
porate underwriting. Then, seven years 
\i ago, the station created a sweepstakes 
to enliven its pledge drives, and Holz- 
man was asked to give away prizes to 
donating listeners in calls that are taped 
'f^-.. and then replayed up to 20 times a day 
It was a real slog at first. "We have a 
very sophisticated audience," he says, 
"and for the opiening couple of years peo- 
ple just didn't believe me." 

Five years ago Holzman passed a Ru- 
bicon of public awareness (no one at the 
station can e:q>lain it) to become, as he de- 
scribes himself today, "this meta-post- 
modem version of myself" There is now a 
Matt Holzman who lives in Koreatown 
and drives to work in Santa Moni- 
ca ever)' morning, and there is a r r 
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GRAN CENTENARIO. THE MOST TEMPTING TEQUILA ON EARTH. 

Cl; tterial 
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second Alatt Holzman who has been 
V r stripped of all his worldly furnishings, 
Icaxing just a \ oicc— one that is personable, 
upbeat, and intimately tied to computer grs e- 
aways, and that produces a Pavlovian re- 
sponse in those who hear it. "These days 
when I call people on the phone and intro- 
duce m\^«lf as Matt Holzman, they instanth- 
ask, ■>XTiat did I wia'' " At restaurants, in the 
middle of a linguinc order. Holzman is now 
interrupted bv waiters \\ ho recognize the 
vowel enunciarion in von^le and then blurt, 
"Oh, my God! You're the giveaway guy!" 

It's not ever)' listener, howe\'er, who goes 
berserk at the sound of Holzman's voice. 
"The last drive," he says, 'Sve had a movie 
director, a TV director, and rw'o screenwrit- 
ers, and media-sav-^A' people arc not alwa\ s 
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going to react." Even listeners who know 
they have Matt Holzman on the line can 
turn downright nasrv: After being hung up 
on se\ eral times by the same woman in a 
failed attempt to award a Tahiti vacation, 
Holzman was finally told by the listener, "I 
knowvou're Mart Holzman, I knowvou're 
giving away a Tahiti vacation, and I don't 
want your damn trip." In Februar\; Christo- 
pher Guest's name was pulled for the 
daily giveaway. The reserv ed direc- 
tor's response on hearing that he had 
just won a laptop he likely did not 
need was . . . ver%' polite. (Guest still 
claimed the computer.) That may be 
the real "meta-postmodern" story 
behind Holzman's calls, many of 
which reach people who don't seem 



to need another LMac, who give to the sta- 
tion not out of the desire for a prize but out 
of generosity; and who in turn impire other 
listeners to phone in and give for the same 
reason. "There is a sincere passion for the 
station you can hear in these calls," says 
Holzman. "Callers may be subdued on the 
air, but just when they're hanging up you 
can sometimes hear a ' Whooo? " LA 




Nipped and Tucked Away 

Well-healed accommodations for plastic surgery recovery 



•THE SWAN' AND 'EXTREME MAKEOVER' notwithstanding, cosmetic Surgery 
is usually the most private of matters— and often an occasion for plausible deniability. 
For a going rate of $700 a night, L.A.'s lush aftercare havens will give you the star 
treatment: clandestine transport, phone screeners. and all the ice packs and bandage 
changes your heart, nose, lifted brow, and freshly tucked tummy demand. -Jiyeon Vbo 




Location 


Priv6 

W Hotel. 
Weslvraod 


Serenity 

Single hospital floor. 
Santa Monica 


Shanteque 

Le Meridien Hotel. 
Beverly Hills 


Tranquility 

Private house, 
Beverly Glen 


Halcyon 

Bed-and -breakfast. 
West LA. 


Residence Inn 

Marriott Hotel. 
Beverly Hills 


C/aim f 0 Pam« 


Fox s The Swan was 
filmed in its former 
locatior^ at the Beverly 
Mills Plaza Hotel 


Only LA. facility with 
hospital certification: 
"VIP" guests, including 
politicians and entertainers 


"If they've had surgery, 
they've stayed here." For- 
mer guests include Dolly 

Parton and Ivana Trump 


Three rooms in primary 
location: accommodations 
also provided through 
Loews Beverly Hills 


Opened in 1984. this five- 
room house is one of 
the oldest aftercare 
facilities still in busirtess 


Special "cosmetic" rates 

available on request; 
complinrwntary social hour 
Monday throughThursday 




Suites begin at $700 per 
night; SI.500 per night 
with private-duty nurse 


Two rates: $695 or 
$795 per night: 
oxygen tank included 


Start at $695 per night; 
$800 for King Suite with 
50-inch TV and garden patio 


$675 per night for Beverly 

Glen location: $750 per 
night at Loews hotel 


Rooms are $3SO 
per night; S4OO, with 
private bath 


$129 to $259 per night, 
depending on room 
size and length of stay 


Nurse ko Patient 


1to3 


"Very high" 


ito3 


Uol 


2to5 


BYO nurse 


Menu 
Hig/i/ights 


Low-carb protein 
smoothie created by a 
former Mr. Universe 


Patient-selected menu 
by private chef 
dedicated to facility floor 


Recuperative diet wrth 
emphasis on protein 
to heal cells 


Atkins-friendly, with room 
for comfort foods (choco- 
late and cookies allowed) 


Liquid on first day; fiber 
to help with "plumbing" 
after anesthesia 


Low-sodium and soft- 
diet menu courtesy 
Factor's Famous Deli 


Decor 


Sleek, modern, 
very W 


Holiday Inn meets 
County General 


"Renaissance paintings . . . 
like Monet ' 


"Lots of color ... for 
healing" 


"Homey and 
comfortable" 


Classic Marriott with 
"the comforts of home" 




W Bear for those with 
separation anxiety 


None ("nothing not 
ordered by doctor") 


No Shanteque souvenirs, 
for confidentiality's sake 


Pillow filled with aronrtatic 
herbs for neck/back 


"Good health 
and well-being" 


Mini soaps and 
shampoos 


Philosophy 


"Safety is key: 
we won't disclose 
names, ever. Priv4 
means "private"" 


"Pinest . . . care avaitable 
in medical setting 

[with] upscale hotel-like 
accommodations" 


"Offering you the peace 
of mind and privacy you 
need to enhance your 
healing process" 


"Tranquility represents 
the tranquilness you 

need to heal This is 

the center of excellence" 


"A facility that provides 
quality care with 
a lot of love and 
compassion" 


"The Marriott way; 
spirit to serve, 
room to relax, 
room to breathe" 
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IF YOU WANT TO UNDERSTAND the allure of President 
Ronald Reagan, the best place to go is the Presidential 
Library. No, not the Reagan Library in Simi Valley, where 
the president is buried. Sure, you can go to the library 
(as hundreds of thousands have), itself a kind of shining city 
on the hill, completed now with the president's own grave. If a 
grave site can seem shiny and optimistic and death defying, 
then this one does, its cur\'ed limestone wall etched with Rea- 
gan's homiletic words about the goodness of man. 

The entire library is like that. In feeling, it is more 
Knott's Berry Farm than a Ubrary (all the archival 
material is down below and inaccessible to the pub- 
lic). There is one cozy stage set after another: an oldfangled 
kitchen (the kind that was in his boyhood home) and an old- 
style radio studio (like the one he used in his earlv announcing 
days), even a booth from Chasen's, the famed West Hollywood 
restaurant, circa 1952, the year Ronnie and Nancy wed. And 
pretty pictures everywhere of the square-jawed Gipper and his 
well-dressed gal and, on display, the clothes they wore here, 
there, and everywhere. It all has the same impenetrably cheery 
look, as if the whole place were exhaling a kind of self-satis- 
fied, all-American "aw shucks, didn't we have fun." There is 
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scarcely a dark cloud, not a moment of introspection, not a 
scintilla of self-doubt or self-scrutiny. That's why, if you want 
some insight into the 40th president of the United States— 
and how and why he recaptured the country's attention dur- 
ing his transcontinental funeral march— the place to go is not 
the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library but the Richard Nixon 
Library and Birthplace in Yorba Linda. The comparison is 
striking, revelatory, even wrenching. 

Not that the Nixon Library isn't itself hopeful. Through its 
displays and memorabilia it lays out the narrative of a 
small-town Southern California kid who made good, 
who struggled up and out of his narrow, rural, Chris- 
tian-inflected boyhood, out, in fact, of the small, cramped 
farmhouse that is right here on the grotmds and into the wider, 
more sophisticated world, going the ultimate distance to the 
White I louse on pure grit and grasp. This was not an innately 
charming or physically blessed boy or man. Not that any of 
that is said in so many words. As is the wont of such libraries, 
the tale of the rise (and fall) of Richard Nixon tries to be up- 
beat. But the cumulative images tell the story. Walking through 
the library is like walking through a Greek tragedy: a 
petulant, fatally flawed hero who rose as high as you can 
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rise and then fell as hard as 
you can fall. Oh no, this was 
hardly the trajectory of Ronald 
Wilson Reagan, bathed in a gold 
en glow as he made his way in the 
reverse direction, from his small 
town in the heartland to (mid-le\ - 
el) Hollywood stardom and into 
the arms of his starlct-turned- 
wife, Nancy, and of the rich local 
burghers (his so-called Kitchen 
C^inet: Justin Dart, Alfred Bloom 
ingdale, Holmes Tuttle, Charles 
Wick, among others) who would 
help pay and pave his way into 
political office. If Reagan had to 
get here to launch himself, Nixon 
had to get out of here. He didn't 
have a telegenic bone in his body. 
You just have to watch again that 
painful tape of his i960 presi- 
dential debate with John F. 
Kennedy (it's at the library), 
Kennedy all charming and suave 
and handsome, Nixon sweaty 
and frowny and ill at ease. Poli- 
tics aside, Ronald Reagan would 
be the first president to evoke 
John F. Kennedy in the public 
imagination, almost two decades 
after Dallas. 

In the beginning, of course, 
Ronald Reagan was more of a 
Kennedyesque liberal than not. 
That's another interesting part of 
the tale, his optimistic— or is it 
opportunistic? or are they the 
same? — switch from being a 
card-carrying Hollywood liberal 
to being an impassioned corpo- 
rate-sponsored conservative. My 
parents, both actors, socialized 
with the newlywed Reagans in 
the late '40s and early '50s and remember 
his good-natured and vociferous Democ- 
ratness. When he switched, he was equal- 
ly vociferous on the new side, giving a 
barnstormer of a speech in 1964 in praise 
of Barry Goldwater. It is fair to say that 
the mind of the convert— he who swings 
sharply from one side to the other— does 
not tend to be a nuanccd one. It is a box 
to be filled with fervor, this kind, that 
kind, this side, that side, so that there was 
always about Reagan a sturdy, self-con- 




RoNALD Reagan was 
PURE Southern California, 
IN the way people are who come 

here WITH BIG dreams AND GET 
THEM REQUITED. ANOTHER CHANCE, 
A NEW BEGINNING, A NEW CAREER, 
HECK, A WHOLE NEW IDEOLOGY. 



vinced simpleness, a rightness that did 
not brook shadings. Communism is bad; 
it has to go. Big government is bad; it has 
to go. Taxes are bad; they have to go. It's 
morning in America. That his conser- 
vatism, when it came, came in a sunny 
Southern California wrapper helped, too. 
It was not the hectoring, biblically 
fraught, neocon conservatism of many of 
his Republican heirs, including the ones 
currently dominating the White House. 
No question, Ronald Reagan was 



A MAN OF THE WEST: 
The president-elect and Nancy on 
their rar>ch in Smta Barbara in I960 

pure Southern California, in the 
way people are who come here 
with big dreams and get them 
requited (as opposed to all the 
other poor slobs who come here 
toting schemes and dreams of 
fame and fortune that go belly- 
up). Another chance, a new be- 
ginning, a new career, heck, a 
whole new ideology. Why not? 
Nixon, on the other hand, was 
the homegrown grunt who had 
to claw his way up and out, a 
man who took on complexity as 
he went— defeats and scars and 
resentments— while Reagan al- 
ways seemed simpler and sim- 
pler, a man who slept well and 
cleared brush and was blissfiilly 
untroubled by his own contra- 
dictions, if he even saw them as 
such: an exemplar of family val- 
ues who had opaque, often es- 
tranged relations with his own 
children (of whom there are al- 
most no pictures in his library), a 
conservative who nearly tripled 
the national debt, a land lover 
who opened public land to de- 
velopers. For shame! Oh no. Not 
if you're Ronald Reagan. I le was 
shame free, which is what made 
him blame free, or Teflon, as he 
was famously called. Things 
slipped off him because he did- 
n't let them in, didn't take them 
on. What? Who me? Even the 
arms-for-hostages Iran-Contra 
mess just seemed to slide off 
him, leaving a handful of slippery under- 
lings to go a few rounds with Congress. 

We like presidents who tell us we're 
the unalloyed good guys. We are weaned, 
all of us, on that idea of American good- 
ness, uniqueness, the gift of our begin- 
ning, our bounty. We are all susceptible 
to that idea on some deep, almost pre- 
conscious level. We fight always the 
knowledge of our transgressions against 
that goodness— slavery, for exam- 
ple; slaughtering the Indians, for 
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1. that indescribable feeling 
you get when you first 
realize that life just fits. 
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THE LAST goodbye: Nancy and the children at the grave site in Simi Valley 



example — and the shame and sad- 
ness that knowledge brings, a 
shame rerufflcd by numbers of things, 
most recently those disgusting pictures 
from Abu Ghraib. We want someone to 
get us back to the fuzzy-warm feelings of 
that beginning, and nobody did that bet- 
ter than Ronald Reagan. There will be 
"morning in America." There will be 
"bright dawns ahead." The word choices 
were perfect: morning, dawTis. We can be- 
gin again. Just follow me. George W. Bush 
tries, of course; he gets it, ingratiating him- 
self into the Reagan funeral extravaganza 
as deeply yet delicately as possible, but you 
can hear the gears shifting in Bush's opti- 
mism. He has none of the former presi- 
dent's natural eloquence or ease, giving us, 
instead of misty-eyed, mellifluous phrases, 
patriot-bravado and tense cliches. 

So we buried the 40th president with 
lavish attention in accord with the 130 
pages of detailed plans the Reagans 
themselves had drafted. It was somber 
and big and stately and over-the-top, 
with calculated Kennedy funeral refer- 
ences: a grieving widow leaning her cheek 
on a flag-draped coffin, marching her 
frail, determined self across the country 



and back again, the custodian of the cof- 
fin and the legend. This was no beautiful 
young widow. This was a woman in her 
eighties — still Bel Air chic with her black 
dresses and big glasses and well-coiffed 
hair. The Reagans lived out their 
post-White House lives in an expensive 
Westside enclave, in a house bought for 
them by rich friends where he slid fur- 
ther into never-never land with 
Alzheimer's. She is admired for her long, 
painful \'igil and her fight for stem-cell re- 
search and her enduring attention to her 
husband's legacy If nothing else, the li- 
brary, where she finally brought him to 
rest, is a testament to a long, exclusive 
love affair. The once-distanced children 
were there in Simi Valley as the sun set. 
In that shining California moment, his 
reconstituted family in attendance — 
along with world leaders and old Holly- 
wood pals — Reagan's journey came to an 
end. The obits were written, hundreds of 
them, but almost all of them carried the 
strange sense that no one — maybe not 
even the treasured wife — had really 
known this man at his core, the sense 
that you can't help carrying away from his 
sunny, sunny library LA 
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Meryl Streep and 
son Henry ot AFI 




'Til answer 
any question 
otherthan 
'How do you 
go to the 
bathroom 
in space?'" 

— Millionaite 
DENNIS TITO, 
discussing being 
a space tourist, 
of the United Way 



Goldie Hawn at AFI 



Dennis Tito ot 
the United Way 





Drama 
Queen 



MIlKI I. M R 1.1.1' W A.S 11 Ih lilil.l.M ()1 

the ball when the American Film Insti- 
tute honored her viith a Lifetime Achieve- 
ment Award at the Kodak. Jim Carre)- sanj;. 
Robert He Niro got weepy, and Tracey 
L'llman thanked Streep tor keeping her 
top on. Most ofjack Nicholson's tribute 
didn't make the USA Network broad- 
ca.st. "Meryl is a c — ," he deadpanncd amid 
the praise, causing Streep to nearly fall 
oft her scat laughing. Donors who'd ponied 
up at least Sio.ooo in the past year got 
a big thanks at the U nited Way's Alexis 
de 'Ibcqueville Society Gala. ITie do was 
held at the Palisades estate of Dennis Tito, 
the tellow who took a S20 million jovride 
to the International Space Station a few 
years back. Shomime's Queer as Folk pre- 
miered its new season opener and threw a 
part}' afterward at the SkyBar, which was 
almost as happening as the Pittsburgh 
ga\' bars in the show. —Kari Mozetu 



Harris Allond ond Michelle Clunia 
ot Queer as Folk 



"Actors' Stories are generally 
'Me-me-me-me-me-me-nie- 
andhowfahuiousdo 
you think I am?'" 



-JAMES WOODS ot AFI 
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Sharon Gless, Then Gill, ond 
Gole Horold ot Queer as Folk 
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HARGE. REVIVE. 
INDULGE IN A COMPLETE GETAWAYTO MEXICO. 



Awaken your senses with AeroMexico Vacations. Pamper 
yourself on the white sandy beaches gazing into the soothing 
turquoise water to recharge your mind, body, and spirit. 
Reserve your non-stop, round-trip airfare from Ontario to 
Los Cabos or Los Angeles to Puerto Vallarta, deluxe hotel 
accommodations, round-trip ground transfers and tours today. 

3 night vacations starting from 
$474 Melia Puerto Vallarta Aii-indusive 
$519 Presidente Inter^Continental Los Cabos All-inclusive 

1-800-245-8585 English • 1-800-672-8380 Spanish 
I -800-934-2622 Group 

www.aeromexicovacations.com/mex.asp 



» AEROMEXICO MEXICO 
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Prices are per person based on double occupancy for 3 night vacations. Sample pricing for Puerto Vallarta is based on Los Angeles departures, and sample pricing for 
Los Cabos is based on Ontario departures. Expires 9/30/04. Packages include round-trip airfare, hotel, and round-trip transfers in Mexico. International fees and taxes up 
to $89 per person, passenger faciliw charges up to $ 1 8 per person, the September 1 1 tn Security Fee of up to $ 1 0 per person, and segment fees of $3. 1 0 per domestic 
segment are not included and are aue with final payment. Prices are subject to limited availability and may not be available for all dates. Restrictions apply, please see the 



AeroMexico Terms and Conditions for full details. 
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Casey Johnson and Bijou Phillips at the 
Colloge Foundation 




Malindo Williams 
at Kill Bill 



is SO hot. 
Casey, tell 
yourdad 
tobuyir 

-BIJOU PHILLIPS, 
to Johnson & Johnson 
heiress Casey Johnson, 
at the Collage Foundation 



i Silly 
Rabbits 



niE I KRM PAINTED LADIES TOOK OK 

a whole new meaning during the DVD 
release party for Kill Bill: Vol. i at the 
Playboy Mansion. Playmates donned 
Uma-style yellow tracksuits made of paint, 
waitresses dressed as naughty nurses 
(complete with eye patch), and nobodv 
wore anything when jumping into the 
pool. Anthony I lopkins cut the rug at 
the Regent Beverly Wilshire, where St. 
John's Health Onter handed him a Caritas 
Award for his support of the hospital. 
No. Ten Tanqueray invited young lovelies 
Bijou Phillips, Casey Johnson,Jarcd Lcto, 
and Angus MacFadyen to the Palisades 
for a sip and a dip to raise a few bucks for 
the activist-minded Collage Foundation. 
Descanso Gardens was aglow for its an- 
nual Lanterns in the Moonlight fund- 
raiser. Supporters tipped back sakes while 
listening to tail^o drummers and trying 
not to trample the foliage. —K.M. 



Anthony Hopkins and Bruce 
Lomoureux at the Caritas Gala 
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an autograph while being 
wheeled into surgery." 

-ANTHONY HOPKINS ot the Cantos Gala 





A waitress at the 
Colloge Foundation 




atsrial 




m 

Jored Leto at the Collage Foundotion 



"Tony isn'tone of those 
people that gets all 
stompy-toedaboutthings." 

-SISTER MAUREEN CRAIG, 
about Anthony Hopkins, at the Coritos Gala 



THE SWEETHEART OF THE HALF SHELL MEETS THE PEARL OF PINOT GRIGIOS. 



La Famiglia Pinot Grigio 
Winner, Pacific Coast 
Oyster Wine Competition 
2003 and 2004 




They met, and fell in love. The wine 
displayed all the appropriate charms: 
bright fruit aromas, hints of grapefruit, 
honeysuckle and spice, a crisp, citrusy 
finish. In short, just what it takes to 
draw even the most demure oyster out 
of its shell. Which is probably why 
La Famiglia Pinot Grigio glided 
effortlessly onto the winners' table 
two years running at the Pacific Coast 
Oyster Wine Competition. 
So next time you're reveling in a briny 
treasure from the sea — or just have a 
yen for a gorgeous Pinot Grigio — 
ask for La Famiglia. Available with or 
without shellfish at over one thousand 
restaurants across the country. 





"My brain cells are 
allcomlngout 
in my breast milk." 

-GWYNETH PALTROW at Women in Film 




Jack Johnson and Perry Farrell ot 
the Surfrider Foundation 



"lhave more friends inthe 
waterthanldoonland.... 
I'd say the same thing 
if I was sober." 

PERRY FARRELL at the Surtrider FoundoHon 




Mama Mia 



IT W AS AI.l. BAllV TALK AT Till- 2004 

Women in Film's Crystal and Laicv Awards 
dinner. Debra Messing and Peri (lilpin 
left their newbies at home to venture out 
in honor of fellow new mom Clwvneth 
Paltrow and her parents, Ulvthe Danner 
and the late Bruce Paltrow. The Los An- 
geles I'ilm Festival kicked off with a 
screening of Scrubs star Zach Braff 's 
directorial effort, Garden State, with an 
after-party' at the Hollwood Athletic 
Club. Surfers put on their shirts and 
slipped into their flip-flops for the Surf- 
rider Foundation, which celebrated its 
20th anniversary. Surftioards bearing a 
commemorative logo were auctioned 
off, with one board fetching $45,000. 
Jack Johnson and Perry Farrell set down 
their beers long enough to accept Keep- 
ers of the Coast Awards. The Tylenol in 
the goody bags probably came in handy 
for hangovers the next dav. —K.M. 



Gwyneth Paltrow and BIythe Danner 
at Women in Film 
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Zoch Bratt and Foye Dunawoy 
at the Los Angeles Film Festivol 
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when we started four years ago. we were a little airline in a really big country Thanks to you. we re now the most 
recommended airline in America' with over 23 million customers flown to date. People no longer ask. Does the world 
really need another airline? Now they re asking. Why can t other airlines be more like JetBlue? Is it so hard to offer 
free DIRECTV service, new planes and low fares? Is it so hard to treat people right? No. its not. We re so glad so 
many of you like the experience we re delivering that we just want you to know, we like you. too. But then again, 
we always have. 



We iike you, too. 

jetblue.com 



Nonstop from Long Beach to: New York City (JFK) • Washington, DC (Dulles) 
Oakland • Boston (Logan) • Salt Lake City • Las Vegas • Ft. Lauderdale 
Nonstop from Ontario & San Diego to: New York City (JFK) 
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CENTURY CITY 




THE MAKEOVER 



OF THE 



AN EXCmNG REDEVELOPMENT AND EXPANSDN OF 
WESTFIELD SHOPPINGTOWN CENTJRY CrTY TO MAKE SHOPPING BETTER FOR YOU! 

• EXPANDED GELSON'S THE SUPER MARKET 

• NEW AND EXPANDED ALFRESCO STYLE FOOD COURT 

• NEW STATE-OF-THE-ART 15 SCREEN AMO THEATRE WITH STADIUM SEATING 

• THE ULTIMATE IN FASHION FOR YOU AND YOUR HOME 

• NEW FABULOUS DINING SELECTIONS 
• DISTINCTIVE NEW CENTER DESIGN 






TTER FOR YOU 



FOR MOFE INFORMATION VISIT WESTFIELD.COM OR CALL THE REDEVELOPMENT HOTLINE 877.276.70CXD 
10250 SANTA MONICA BLVD. • LOS ANGELES, CA 90067 • 310.277.3898 
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PRIMEFINDS 




Cami-flage 



Trina Turk "Enchonted Forest" 
stretch charmeuse camisole: $132 
at Trina Turk. L.A. 



Time Traveler 

Robert Lighten "Hudson" 
sterling silver watch with 
leather strap; $2,950 at 
British Khaki, LA. 



Desert Bloom 

Michelle Roy velvet leaf hair clips: $40-$48 at Lisa Kline, L.A. 



Dust Kickers 

Bruno Magli men's desert boots: $315 at Arthur Beren, LA. 




Sand Sweeper 

Sultan's Eyes washcloths; $40 each at Apothio at Fred Segal, West Hollywood 




Bonfire of the Vanities 

Zino Platinum "Barrel" cigars: 
$89 at Cigors by Chivas. 
Pasadena 
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-pyrightea matorii! 




Hot Lips 

YSL "Rooge Personnel" lipsticks (left and right, 
$27) and "Rauge Vibration" lipsticks (center, 
$28); at Yves Saint Laurent. Beverly Hills 





Meditation Machine 

Creative Zen Portable Media Center: 
$399 at Best Buy stores 



Nanook of the West 

Ugg "Sundance Slouch Hobo" 
sheepskin bag: 
$280 at Kitson. L.A. 



PRIMEFINDS 
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Gold Mine 

Catherine Michiels 
"Stardust" 
14-karat-gold bracelets 

with (from left) 
Peruvian opals ($260), 

cornelians ($260), 
and gold charm ($620); 
at Spirituali. L.A. 



Cape Crusader 

Murielle "Fluff Puff" poncho in kid mohair; 
$135 at Boulmiche, Beverly Mills 




Native 
Tongue 

Minnetonko 
suede lace-up 
boots; $70 
at Intuition. L.A. 



Dream Catcher 

Greg Jordan shoved-coshmere throve; $900 
at Greg Jordan New York, L.A. 
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Among the Swells 

DOCUMENTARIAN STACY PERALTA CAPTURES THE SURF ELITE 
WHO RIDE THE BIGGEST WAVES OF ALL BY ROBERT ITO 



LAIRD ilAMII-TON IS TME GREAT- 
cst big-wave surfer in the world. 
When asked how Hamilton mus- 
tered the courage to ride wa\'cs 60 
feet tall, walls of water that, had he wiped 
out, would ha\ c likely shattered bones or left 
his drowneil hodv bobbing in the surf, his fa- 
ther had a simple answer The family, he ex- 
plained, had had a third testicle attached to 



their son at birth. One baby, three balls— is 
there no limit to a father's love? Hamilton's 
peers laugh about the explanation, but not 
one will go on record saving that the stor\' is 
untrue. Mow else to explain the courage of 
one who has conquered Maui's Jaws and 
Tahiti's Teahupo'o, two of the globe's scari- 
est surfing spots? How else to explain one 
who looks over the precipice of a wave ten 



stories high, then calmly drops 
down its face? 

There arc millions of 
surfers on Earth, but onlv a 
small number— fewer than i 
percent— are true big-wave 
riders. Fear is the primary 
reason the club is so small. 
Statistically speaking, other 
sporting activities are more 
likely to kill you — climbing Everest, say, 
or bull riding— but few can match big-wave 
riding for sheer terror There are the wipe- 
outs, of course, but the most frightening 
aspect is being held imderwater as wave af- 
ter wave crashes down on lop of you. Your 



PRINTS OF tides: Stacy Peralta is the 
rare filmmaker who gels surfing right 
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You pour Tequila Don Julio when: 



A) Your best buddy is getting married. 



B) Your best buddy is getting divorced. 



With Tequila Don jidio^, you're always right. All those years of testing and you've finally 
hit upon the one true answer - Mexico's finest ultra-premium tequila. Further proof that just 
because the restless fire of youth still bums, doesn't mean your tequila has to. Scdud! 



Tequila Don Julio. Welcome to the Top Shelf. 
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chest constricts as your last seconds of oxy- 
gen tick away. Surfers compare it to being 
trapped in a gigantic washing machine; even 
if you don't die, your body and brain and 
heart think you have. 

Stacy Peralta, the director of the 2001 
skateboarding documentary Dogtown and 
Z-Boys, has been thinking about fear a lot 
lately Peralta spent much of last year inter- 
viewing the world's best big-wave riders for 
his surfing film Riding Giants, and while the 
subject of fear was rarely brought up explic- 
itly, it was often lurking around the edges of 
conversations. Like most directors of surf- 
ing films, Peralta wanted to find out Why 
Surfers Surf, a question that is asked even 
more of big-wave riders than of their com- 
paratively cautious peers. It is a query quali- 
tatively different from asking why others 
paint or write or practice law, because peo- 
ple are rarely afraid to paint or write or 
practice law. How can some surf a place like 
Jaws or Teahupo'o, we wonder, when the 
very idea fills the rest of us with horror? 

Peralta sits at a picnic table in front of 
Forever Films, a postproduction facility in 
Santa Monica that has been his center of 
operations for the past several months. 
Sporting a goatee, a baseball cap, and a 
Black Label Skateboards T-shirt that reads 

NEVER BE BOUGHT NEVER BE SOLD, he 

looks like Michael Moore's thinner, fitter 
brother. A big wad of cotton is jammed in 
his left ear. A lifelong surfer, Peralta recently 
underwent surgery for "surfer's ear." Ride 



the waves in cold weather for three decades, 
as Peralta has done, and the bony lining of 
your ear canal grows in on itself Peralta had 
delayed treatment for so long that the canal 
was 99 percent closed; doctors inserted a 
tube in his ear to allow drainage. "I can hear 
fme," he says. "But they had to go into the 
tunnel and grind away the bone with, like, a 
little dentist's grinder" 

Fear, pain, near drownings, drills boring 
out your ear canal — they're all elements of a 
sport that longtime surfers describe as both 
an addiction and a love affair Peralta hoped 
to capture all of that passion and trauma in 
Riding Giants, which, last January, became the 
first documentary to open Sundance in the 
festival's 20-year history It recently opened, 
and expectations are high, largely because of 
Peralta's success with Dogtown, a small film 
that became the defining text on the evolu- 
tion of Southern California's skateboard cul- 
ture. Peralta's goals for this film were equally 
high. By focusing on three pioneers of the 
sfKjrt— Greg Noll, one of the fathers of big- 
wave surfing; Jeff Clark, the Northern Cali- 
fornia surfer who "discovered" Maverick's, a 
then-unknown surf spot; and Laird Hamil- 
ton, the reigning king— the director intends 
to tell the entire history of big-wave riding. 

The surf cinema canon is loaded with no- 
plot, all-action shorts and documentaries— 
often created by the surfers themselves— 
and Gidget-y efforts produced by Hollywood 
execs to cash in on the surfing craze. So many 
directors have tried and failed to capture the 
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spirit of the sport that it is tar easier to 
name five truly awful films than to name 
five truly great ones. Endless Summer was 
great; Big Wednesday had moments of great- 
ness. With dozens of the giants of big-wave 
surfing involved with Riding Giants, from 
Peter Mel and Darrick Doerner to Dave 
Kalama and Kelly Slater, the pressure was 
high for this film not to stink. "When we 
started the production, one of the guys told 
me, 'Listen, homes, I'll give you all my suj)- 
port. But if you screw up, I'm gonna kick 
your ass,' " says Peralta. "That's the kind of 
thing I was dealing with." 

Peralta's inspiration for 
Riding Giants was Greg Noll, one 
of the most popular and flamboy- 
ant big-wave surfers of the 1950s 
and '60s. Nicknamed "Da Bull" for his enor- 
mous size and aggressive riding style, Noll 
was a master of self-promotion, appearing 
in scores of surf movies and creating Greg 
Noll Surfboards in the early '50s (the Her- 
mosa Beach company would later become 
the largest maker of boards in the world). 
His "jailhouse shorts," baggy swim trunks 
emblazoned with broad black and white 
stripes, made him instantly recognizable 
in the most crowded of lineups and the 
blurriest of photos. "Nobody was gonna take 
credit for my waves," Noll says. "And I didn't 
want to take credit for anyone else's." 

Peralta first met Noll when the director 
was conducting interviews for Dogtown. 
Noll's surf shop in I lermosa Beach had sold 
some of the area's first skateboards, and Per- 
alta wanted to speak with him about those 
early days. Noll had never heard of Peralta 
and didn't care much for skateboarding, but 
he went along with the interview as a favor 
to his friend, fellow surfer C2raig Stecyk. "I 
didn't know what was gping on, so I just made 
up this story about how Stecyk rode my son 
down the streets of San Francisco on a skate- 
board," he says. "It was all bullshit." 

The fabricated anecdote didn't make the 
film, but Peralta knew that he had found a 
figure who could anchor Riding Giants. Noll 
was funny and foulmouthed, and his life 
story had a climax to rival that of the most 
overblown Hollywood surf film. On De- 
cember 4, 1969, Noll was on Oahu when a 
record swell pounded the island's North 
Shore. The storm knocked houses off their 



foundations; residents were ordered to evac- 
uate the area. When Noll first heard the 
surf, he thought he was hearing tanks from 
nearby Schofield Barracks. He and a half- 
dozen friends grabbed their surfboards, 
drove out to Makaha, and paddled into the 
surf One by one, Noll's friends gave up and 
paddled back to shore. 

With no cameras rolling and only a few 
friends as witnesses, Noll dropped into a 
30-foot wave, rode it to the bottom, then 
stepped off his board into the raging surf 
It was the largest wave ever ridden, a feat 
that would go unmatched for more than 
two decades. The experience was transfor- 
mative. According to jxjpular lore, the wave 



"When we started the production, 
one of the guys told me, 'Listen, 
homes, I'll give you all my support. 
But if you screw up, I'm gonna Icicle 
your ass,* " says Peralta. "That's 
the kind of thing I was dealing with." 



was so awesome, so life changing, that Noll 
walked away from surfmg, never to surf 
again. Despite the story's appeal, it wasn't 
altogether correct; Noll continued to surf 
big waves for three more years. "I wrote a 
book and it came out wrong, like I stopped 
and that was it," says Noll. I lis fierce com- 
petitiveness and need to be the first rider on 
every big wave, however, was gone. "That 
bogeyman sitting on my shoulder went and 
sat on somebody else's shoulder," he says. 
"I think Laird's." 

After convincing Noll to participate 
in the film, Peralta went after Hamilton, 
who had been planning to make his own 
film about big-wave riding. Considered by 
many to be the greatest big-wave rider of 
all time, Hamilton had revolutionized the 
spwrt in 1992 with the introduction of tow- 
in surfing, a way of catching waves unreach- 
able by conventional means. Using a jet ski 
and a water ski rope, Hamilton was towed 
directly into the path of waves too fast mov- 
ing and far out from shore to paddle into. 
In August 2000, he caught a monstrous 
wave at Teahupw'o. The wave was the most 



massive ever ridden, breaking onto a shal- 
low, razor-sharp reef "No one had ever 
ridden a wave like that before," says Sam 
George, editor of Surfer magazine. "If you 
had to pick one ride, that one was the most 
significant." It was also the most dangerous. 
"If he had wiped out, it would have fiackin' 
killed him," says Noll. "There's no doubt 
in my mind. He would have been a red 
stain on the reef" 

The ride solidified Hamilton's standing 
as the sport's alpha male, but Peralta's inter- 
views revealed another side altogether. 
In the film he's a fatherless four-year-old 
looking for a dad, a blond haole kid who 
grew up wishing he was Hawaiian, a man 
H^naM^BHi who goes into deep de- 
pressions when there 
are no waves to surf "If 
you don't understand all 
that other stuff, then he's 
just Tarzan," says Peral- 
ta. "There's Laird and 
there's the rest of us. But 
he still has fears in him 
where he feels smaller 
than he is, and it's be- 
cause of those experi- 
ences growing up." 
After securing Noll and Hamilton, Per- 
alta went after Jeff Clark. If I lamilton is the 
Michael Jordan of big-wave riding, Clark is 
its BUI Laimbeer: little flash or name recog- 
nition but big and tough and fearless. While 
others in the sport were surfing with their 
friends in the warm, blue-green waters of 
Maui and Oahu, Clark was riding waves 
alone in the treacherous surf off Half Moon 
Bay, a small town in Northern California. 
Clark surfed the dangerous reef break for 15 
years before he was able to convince anyone 
else that, yes, there were waves in Half 
Moon Bay, waves that rivaled the giants of 
the North Shore. Nicknamed Maverick's, 
the site became infamous for its sharks, cold 
waters, and unforgiving "boneyard," where 
broken boards and dislocated shoulders 
were commonplace. 

Sandwiched between Noll's story and 
Hamilton's, Clark's part of the film is all wipe- 
outs and near drownings. The reputation of 
Maverick's as one of the scariest surf spots in 
the world was secured when Mark Foo, con- 
sidered one of the greatest I lawaiian surfers, 
died there in 1994. Clark has suffered con- 
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cussions and dislocated ribs in its boneyard. 
In one section of the fdm, his leash gets 
caught on the reef and he's held underwater 
as onlookers watch from shore. "I've seen 
guys that have had wipeouts so bad here that 
they've never come back," says Clark. 
"Theyll be like, 'I've got kids to raise. I really 
don't need to do this anymore.' " 

DRIVE ALONG THE NORTH 
Shore stretch of Oahu's Kame- 
hameha Highway and youll pass 
many of the surf spots mentioned 
in Riding Giants, from Sunset Beach and 
Pipeline to Waimea Bay. Stop in the small 
town of Halerwa and youll find the H. Miura 
Store and Tailor Shop, established in 1918, 
whose proprietors stitched Noll's original 
jailhouse shorts. Ask nicely and Katherine 

Fear, pain, near 
drownings, drills boring 
out your ear canal— 
they're all elements of 
a sport that longtime 
surfers describe as 
both an addiction and 
a love affair. 



Kawaguchi, yAio was bom in the back of the 
store in 1926, will show you some of Noll's 
old swatches (his latest pair of shorts mea- 
sures 54'/2 inches in the waist). Amid the old 
sewing machines and surf contest posters 
are photos of Noll with Katherine and her 
sister, and one large poster that Noll auto- 
graphed for the proprietors. "Greg didn't 
know how to spell grandma, so he asked 
his friend," says Kawaguchi. The inscrip- 
tion on the poster reads to jane, kath y 

AND GRANDMAW, FROM YOUR FRIEND, 
GREG NOLL. 

Walk past Matsumoto's Shave Ice Store 
and you'll hit Surf N Sea, a board and gear 
shop where the owner will try to talk you 
into taking a dip in a shark cage. Go to the 
back of the store and youll hit the mother 
of surf film libraries, a huge case holding 
more than 300 titles. There's Nihi, a biopic 
about Kauaian surfer Titus Kinimaka, and 
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INDUSTRY 




Gidget Goes Hawaiian. There's Big Wednesday 
and Step into Liquid. There are two versions 
the feature film and the documentary— of 
Blue Crush. In a year or so, Riding Giants 
will likely be here, too, alphabetically filed 
between Push, a 30-minute all-action video, 
and Riding Waves. 

Peralta is aware of his cinematic prede- 
cessors and uses Riding Giants to skewer 
films like Gidget and Ride the Wild Surf. 
If they ever looked good, they look terrible 
now. It's not just the cornball dialogue or 
the preppy dorks in suits and ties, or even 
the terrible cinematography (viewing the 
films today, one wonders if the shots of ac- 
tors like Frankie Avalon and Robert Stack 
"surfing" ever fooled anybody). No, it's be- 
cause these fdms so often misunderstood 
the entire subculture. In Peralta's film, it's 
clear that these guys are outsiders yet deadly 
earnest about their sport. In dreck like 1964's 
Muscle Beach Party, they're actors trying to 
look like outsiders and failing miserably, 
pretty boys more interested in beer and 
bikinis than anything else. "It just makes me 
puke," Noll says in Riding Giants. 

Ask the big-wave riders about their 
favorite films and they'll mention some of 
the classics. Clark liked Sea Dreams and 
Five Summer Stories. Hamilton liked Pacific 
Vibrations. They all loved Bruce Brown's 
classic 1966 documentary The Endless Sum- 
mer, considered by many to be one of the 
finest films about surfing ever made. Its 
premise is simple: Two surfers travel the 



globe in search of the perfect wave, criss- 
crossing time zones and latitude lines so 
that they're always, as the title implies, in 
summer. While jxjrtions will make contem- 
porary viewers cringe— the Africa trip, for 
example, features several jokes about canni- 
balism and one really offensive blackface 
moment— the surf scenes still stand up. 

Nobody mentions Blue Crush, an other- 
wise enjoyable movie that fails to convince 
anyone, even with the most masterful of 
CGI effects, that lead actress Kate Bos- 
worth ever competed at North Shore. That's 
the problem with a lot of Hollywood's 
attempts: If big-wave riding is all about fear, 
and we know these actors aren't actually 
out there experiencing that fear, where's the 
fun? Even with the advances in special ef- 
fects, any willing suspension of disbelief 
is dashed on the cinematic reef by the fre- 
quent presence of real surfers in these films. 
Placed there supposedly as homages, the 
contrived scenes throwing surfers and actors 
together are embarrassing to both and pull 
one out of the film. Blue Crush is believable 
until pro surfer Keala Kennelly paddles over 
to give Bosworth a pep talk; similarly, John 
Milius's Big Wednesday founders when Geny 
Lopez— Mr. Pipeline, for God's sake! — 
gazes admiringly at the big-wave heroics 
of, gulp, Jan-Michael Vincent. 

Endless Summer and Big Wednesday aside, 
Riding Giants will probably be most often 
compared to Peralta's Dogtown, and that's 
not such a bad thing. Dogtown broke more 
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grounil thaii Giants in dotumcnung aii un- 
explored facet of Southern California (and 
it has that great moment when narrator 
Sean Perm tlubs liis line, then cleiirs his throat 
and continues reading), but Riding Giants— 
with its trio of central characters— does what 
Dogtown and its 12 Z-Boys could not: It teUs 
long, engaging stories about the individuals 
themselves. Noll is Da Bull, all "shits" and 
"goddamns" and sentimental memories, 



charging down waves in his big-waisted 
shorts. C^^lark is the loner, the guy who surfed 
Maverick's for 15 years when no one else 
would. Hamilton is the blond haole kid who 
showed them all by finding a dad, marn,'ing 
model and pro beach volleyball player 
Gabrielle Reece, and riding the biggest, 
scariest wave of the centur\'. 

Riding Giants is a glorious film, at its 
best when capturing the spectacle of ant- 



si/ed humans getting pounded by waves 
that stretch end to end across the screen. 
Audiences grimace and ooh, then cheer, 
then grimace again. Listening to the 
surfers themselves — nice guys ail— it's 
nearly impossible to see them as conceited 
jerks, the kind we would be if only we could 
do what they do. 

Peralta and the others bemoan all the 
stuff that had to be rushed over and edited 
out to make the film comprehensible and 
under t«'o hours. Several heroes of the sport 
had to be overlooked, most notably Eddie 
Aikau, a man considered a saint in his native 
Hawaii, a lifeguard and big-wave surfer 
who died in 1978 in an ill-fated ocean rescue 
attempt. The film also bypasses the prickly 
arguments over tow-in surfing, which purists 
consider to be a bastardization of the sport. 



wiped out, it 
would hove killed him/' 
soys Noll. "There's 
no doubt in my mind. 
Ne would fiove been a 
red stain on the reef." 



not real surfing, and ecologically suspect 
besides. "There was a whole debate in our 
office- are we going to get into the tow- 
in-versus-non-tow-in controversy," says Per- 
alta. "We had the material, but it just didn't 
fit into the spirit of the film." 

Riding Giants sold out four shows at Sun- 
dance, where Noll viewed the film for the 
first time. "I didn't know what to expect, 
and the next thing 1 see is this big fat guy 
with dribble coming out of his mouth, called 
Greg Noll, talking about surfing," he says. "I 
look over my shoulder and Robert Redford's 
sitting there. It wasn't real." 

While Noll, Peralta, and the others were 
receiving standing ovations in Park City, 
Hamilton was in Maui, drawn by predic- 
tions of some of the biggest swells to hit 
Hawaii since Noll's ride of 1969. The waves 
never materialized, but that didn't matter to 
I lamilton. "1 wasn't going to jeopardize 
missing the swell of the century," he says. "I 
I figured I could always see the film." LA 
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Step Master 

DANCER-CHOREOGRAPHER-REMIXER-DIRECTOR KEVIN 
TANCHAROEN IS STILL EVOLVING BY MARGOT DOUGHERTY 




Tancharoen directed 
Britney Spears's 
'Onyx Hotel' tour 
before her injury 



ITrRMU) 20 ON APRIL 23Rn," SAYS 
Kevin Tancharoen. "And it was weird 
for me. Whoa! What's going on? I am 
not a teenager anymore. I'm just an- 
other guy." You might agree, your thought 
bubble reading "Kevin who?" Ahh. So you're 
not down with the hip-hop world. You've 
lost touch with the Gen ^' music video cho- 



reographers. Kevin T, as he's called, most re- 
cently directed Britney Spears's "Onyx Ho- 
tel" tour, a sellout until the singer's knee in- 
jury forced its cancellation. He directed the 
show's ancillary videos, including one fea- 
turingjada Pinkctt Smith as a mysterious 
chantcuse. and coordinated the sets, special 
effects, costumes, and lighting tor what's 



known as a 12-truck event — meaning it 
requires a dozen i8-wheelers to put on. He 
choreographed Spears's "Me Against the 
Music" video with Madonna and directed 
Michael Jackson's 45th birthday party at the 
Orpheum last year. Merv Adelson, the 74- 
year-old founder of Lorimar, which pro- 
duced such seminal entertainment as Dallas 
and Knots Landing, hired Tancharoen to di- 
rect his latest ventmcJammX Kids, a dance 
instruction \'ideo aimed at youngsters that's 
disguised as a shck TV-style sitcom. "The 
kid is going places," says Adelson, who's in 
a position to gauge such things. 

Tancharoen is modest. He 
will, for example, refer to Tbu 
Got Served, this year's popular 
battle-of-the-dance-crews 
movie, without mentioning 
that he's in it doing high kicks 
and back flips he learned from 
his training in capoeira, the 
dance-martial art hybrid fkim 
Brazil. "I didn't even know he 
knew capoeira until I saw him 
in rehearsals," says his agent, 
Tony Sclznick, an ex-dancer 
who met Tancharoen when 
he was five. Tancharoen's stint 
with Michael Jackson comes 
up when a visitor asks about 
a plaque hanging near his desk 
that commemorates the oc- 
casion. "Oh, yeah," he says. 
"He was nice. He has a very 
soft voice. He thanked us." 

As a dancer-choreogra- 
pher-director, Tancharoen is a 
^^^^ triple threat. But he's also a 
__J^^^| techno-geek who conjures 
complicated visual effects on 
his computer. He remixes 
music, adding the sound ef- 
fects that performers use to 
punctuate their live shows. 
He can handle a budget. "I 
think that's what separates 
me a little," he says. "It's great to be creative 
and artistic, but in the end you have a lot of 
people who want to be sure you know what 
you're doing with their money You have to 
know what's a franchise and what's mar- 
ketable. I worked on the tour merchandise 
with Britney, and it broke an all-rime record. 
That's going to make your project more 



74 LOS ANGELES AUGUST 2004 



PHOTOGRAPH BY MICHAEL KCLLCV 



AIR GUITARISTS. 

SHOWER SINGERS. 




AND STEERING WHEEL DRUMMERS: 




REJOICE. 



MUSIC LOVERS: HERE'S YOUR CARD. 

BLUE FROM AMERICAN EXPRESS' GIVES YOU EXCLUSIVE 
ACCESS TO SOME OF YOUR FAVORITE MUSIC. GET ADVANCE 
TICKETS TO BIG CONCERT EVENTS LIKE STING. AND SEE 
CARDMEMBER-ONLY PERFORMANCES BY ARTISTS LIKE 
COUNTING CROWS AND BIG BOI OF OUTKAST GET YOUR 
CARD AND STAY TUNED FOR BLUE MUSIC EVENTS 
COMING YOUR WAY 



D ANNUAL FEE PAY OVER TIME MUSIC BENEFITS _ WWW.AMERICANEXPRESS.COM/LA 
BLUE FROM AMERICAN EXPRESS® " FORWARD 



JL 

LIZ LANGE 

MATERNITY 



CULTURE 




creative— you'll have more money to make 
stuff happen. It's fun. Like a game." 

Tancharoen is a newly minted example 
of a growing phenomenon in the f>op music 
world: the teenage dancer turned director- 
choreographer. It happens because the 
artists get to know the dancers and take a 
chance on them, according to Selznick, a 
partner in McDonald Selznick Associates. 
Barry Lather was an early pioneer, a dancer 
tapped by Janet Jackson to direct videos for 
her 1986 Control album. Then came Jamie 
King, Madonna's wunderkind who, at 32, is 
now considered a grand old master. Wade 
Robson, plucked from his home in Australia 
at age five to dance with Michael Jackson, is 
another more recent member of the species. 
He has choreographed and directed for 
Usher, Spears, 'NSYNC, and Pink. His 
MTV show, The Wade Robson Project, a sort 
of Star Search for the let's-spin-on-our-heads 
dance set, wrapped this spring. He is 21. 

Robson has had a large influence on Tan- 
charoen's career. The two met when Robson 
was II and teaching a dance class in Holly- 
wood that Tancharoen, then 10, attended. 
Afterward, the story goes, Robson ran up 
to the Tancharoens' car, tapped on the win- 
dow, and asked if Kevin wanted to be in 
the dance troupe he was starting for kids. 
"When things are meant to happen," Tan- 
charoen says, "they happen." 

The two became friends, and their 
troupe danced in showcases around the 



world. The boys bought matching drum ma- 
chines to celebrate their success. Tancharoen's, 
now surrounded by more sophisticated equi{>- 
ment, still has pride of place beside his desk. 
"It's a reminder," he says. ITie rest of the sen- 
tence, although unuttered, probably sounds 
like "not to get too uppity" 

In 1999, when Robson was choreograph- 
ing the *NSYNC and Spears performance 
at the Video Music Awards, he brought on his 
pal Tancharoen, a tenth grader at Montclair 
College Prep, as a dancer. The next year Tan- 
charoen was hoofing it on Si>ears's "Oops I 
Did It Again" tour with the A-leens, a Swedish 
pop band. "I went around the world on a bus 
and a plane," he says. "It was fijn. Thank God 
I was a responsible kid. For me it vf2& a tour- 
ing school. In rehearsal I would sit with every 
department and watch just to see how it was 
all put together. That was my learning ground. 
I didn't speak my mind, I just watched." 

TANCHAROEN LIVES IN A LEAFY 
residential section of Van Nuys, 
where he built a studio apartment 
on his family's property His room 
is neat but comfortable, a bed dressed in 
muted colors in one comer, a sitting area near- 
by, his computer station overseen by an oil 
painting of a Venice canaL His mother, Mini, 
an artist, and father, Tommy, a transporta- 
tion coordinator for movies, are both from 
Bangkok but met in the United States more 
than 30 years ago. His older sister, Mauris- 
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DANCE CLASS: The director on the 'JammX Kids' video set 
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sa, is a screenwriter and also lives at home, 
as do the three family dogs and a cat. On a 
recent afternoon, Tancharoen is wearing 
jeans, a fitted Banana Republic pin-striped 
blazer, a white button-down shirt with itin- 
erant black flowers, and worn rubber-soled 
boots. His dark hair has been highlighted 
with streaks of blond, and a few totems, 
including a silver cross, hang from leather 
ties around his neck. His manner and mien 
are the opposite of loud, but it's clear that 
Tancharoen has a knack for getting noticed. 
He played classical piano at five, had a black 
belt in karate at eight, and learned to Roller- 
blade within a few hours of deciding he want- 
ed to. "I think once a child is successful," Mini 
muses in an oblique e^qjlanation for her son's 
focus and drive, "they want to keep it up." 

When her son went on tour at 14, "I was 
a nervous wreck," Mini says, "but I had a cell 
phone and I called him all the time. And I 
knew the kids he was with, so that helped." 
The family has always been close. At home 
they watch movies together, from Reservoir 
Dogs to Japanese anime. Kevin's sister was in 
a Motown group. Pretty in Pink, started by 
Chaka Khan's daughter. Kevin tagged along 
to her dance classes and mimicked the steps. 
"My mom saw I had some rhythm," he says, 
and so began the classes with Robson. "At 
first I liked it because it made me look cool 
at school," he says. Tommy introduced his 
son to the power of high-budget artifice. "I 
used to hang around movie sets with him," 
says Tancharoen, who was seven when he 
stepjjed into the eerie world of Batman Re- 
turns. "That's where my fascination with 
Tim Burton started. I am very heavy on 
production design— his sets are half of his 
movie." In sixth grade, Tancharoen's class 
was asked to write biographies. "Everybody 
was doing Helen Keller and Martin Luther 
King," he says. "I did mine on Quentin 
Tarantino." The next year he chose Robert 
Rodriguez, director of From Dusk till Dawn 
and the Spy Kids movies. He studied Taran- 
tino's Reservoir Dogs and Pulp Fiction and 
Rodriguez's book Rebel Without a Crew. 
"Rodriguez is the Steadicam operator, he ed- 
its, he does the scoring," Tancharoen says. 
"He can do everything." 

So, increasingly, did Tancharoen. With 
successive projects, like 'NSYNC's 2001 
"Pop Odyssey" tour, on which he was Rob- 
son's technical assistant, he layered each new 



discovery on top of the last and parsed the 
disciplines of lighting, sound, choreography, 
special effects, and music— and personali- 
ties. When it came time to choreograph 
Spears's "Me Against the Music" video, Tan- 
charoen's characteristic equanimity was 
jeopardized. "Britney was my pal," he says. 
"Madonna, on the other hand, is Madorma. 
Nothing else you can say about that. Of 
course, I go in there with the confidence I 
have to have, but I thought, Is she gonna 
just like look at me and think 'kitT ?" Ap- 
parently not. Mrs. Ritchie was easy and 
collaborative, Tancharoen reports. "But she 
has such a dry sense of humor. You think. Is 
she making fim of me— or not?" 

The Spears tour gave Tancharoen the 
chance to put everything he'd learned into 
one package. Brought on in January to re- 
place the show's second director, he worked 
with Spears to create the "Onyx Hotel" 
theme. "Coming from a movie lover's back- 
ground, I wanted to make it seem like a 
film," he says. 'A little Joel Schumacher meets 
Tim Burton." He pulled together a "bible," 
required reading for the department heads, 
that included sequencing, sketches, story- 
boards, and referential art from movie stills. 
Each lighting cue got a color-coded high- 
light. The onyx, it's explained onstage, 
symbolizes untapped desire. The Onyx 
Hotel, a Twilight Zo«e-style enclave, is the 
place to express it. The show was criticized 
for being too sexy for its young teen audi- 
ence, but to Tancharoen (who gets credit for 
nixing the cheek-baring leather chaps cos- 
tume) the point was that it had a story line, 
that it was more than an unconnected series 
of musical numbers. 

He got to expand his use of plot with the 
JammXKJds project. "I went back to all my 
references as a litde kid: Ghostbusters, Power 
Rangers, Ninja Turtles," he says. "What was 
it about those three things I loved? The 
characters and their relationships with each 
othei."JammX stars eight-year-old, three- 
foot-tall Bobb'e Thompson, from NBC's 
Tracy Morgan Show, as Master Groove, a 
potentate with magical powers, a jeweled 
baton for initiating them, and a comically 
irascible delivery. He oversees a do-good 
brigade of talented young dancers who 
make it their mission to turn nerds into cool 
kids. It's a story line that should feel quite 
familiar to Kevin Tancharoen. LA 
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HomeGoods 

ScNCwithStyk^' 




Glendora • Ladera Ranch • Rancho Cucamonga • Seal Beach 
Temecula • Thousand Oaks • Valencia • Walnut • Woodland Hills 

Call 1-888-999-4992 for the store near you. 

Over 175 stores nationwide. Styles will var}' by store. © 2004 HomeGoods, Inc. 
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The Secret Sharer 

LONGTIME ACTIVIST WILLIE CAMPBELL HAS CHANGED AMERICAN 
POLITICS. ONE CUP OF TEA AT A TIME BY KAREN WADA 



EIGHTY-NINE-YEAR-OLD WILLIE 
Campbell is sitting in her living 
room, pouring tea from a fine chi- 
na pot. The walls of her Bunker 
Hill condo are filled with mementos, in- 
cluding dozens of photos of her with the 
famous and the soon-to-bc-famous: Here's 
Ann Richards. There's Hillary Rodham 
Clinton. I luge windows open onto magnifi- 
cent views of downtown and the I lollywood 
Hills. Campbell herself is immaculately 



dressed, wearing full makeup, a knit pant- 
suit, and earrings— even though she is spend- 
ing a day at home. Looking good is impor- 
tant, she explains. 

In her case, looks are also deceiving. 
Campbell, you see, is no country club dowa- 
ger, nor is she a Pamela Harriman-style 
socialite turned influence broker. An Ohio girl 
from a modest Republican home, she married 
a doctor and had three children at a time 
when as a wife and mother she never felt quite 



right about starting a career. 
Instead, she became what one 
daughter calls "Chief Volun- 
teer," an unlikely but fwwerfiil 
crusader for social justice. In 
the 1960s, Campbell batded to 
open elections to blacks in 
some of the toughest inner 
cities. In the '70s, she helped 
train early waves of female can- 
didates in towns across the 
country. For the past three 
decades, while her friends have 
retired to lives of leisure, she 
has traveled remote parts of 
the world to help create jobs 
for village wives. 

"It doesn't matter if she's 
in a boardroom with mem- 
bers of Congress or out in a 
little place in Africa, Willie 
Campbell is a force to be reck- 
oned with," says investment 
banker Ernest G. Green, who 
has worked with her on in- 
ternational aid projects. A 
man who knows about quiet 
courage— he was among the 
students who integrated Little 
Rock's Central High in 1957— 
Green calls Campbell the 
classic unsung hero: "All of 
the changes we've seen— civil 
rights, world development — 
could not have come about 
without somebody like Willie." 

Indeed, while history usu- 
ally favors those who make 
speeches or headlines, no great 
leader or movement could ex- 
ist without its invisible fixers 
and confidants, enablers and 
muses. Campbell's value to 
the causes she champions is 
clear. Exactly what she has done to supp)ort 
them, however, can get lost behind the 
scenes or in the heat of a moment. "1 just do 
what's needed," she says. "Not everyone un- 
derstands how important that is." 

Campbell's genial nature makes it easy to 
forget the pivotal debates she has won with 
her keen intellect. Her knack for building 



CHIEF VOLUHTECn: Wlllla Campbell it 
a force to be reckoned with 
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You, my friend, are all about 
movement. An action guy. And. we 
might as well say it, a Vegas Guy. 

So one day, amid a flurry of slightly 
resentful "You're the mans" and "I'd 
go but my wife would kill mes," your 
buddies drop you at the airport in 
time for the 6:05 to Vegas. And if 

broad wings and two seriously 
throttled-up Pratt & Whitneys aren t 
enough to keep you airborne, then 
the promise of mischief surely is. 

You land, hungrily eyeing the Strip the 
way Atkins looked at a baked potato. 

Instead, it's straight to Caesars Palace 
for a martini and Stellar Bay Oysters at 
Bradley Ogden, followed by a raucous 

evening at Elton John's The Red Piano. 

After that, more cocktails and much 
mixing. Glances are exchanged. Phone 
numbers are traded. And promises are 
made. "Meet me poolside in two weeks," 

she says. "I ll be the one in the pink 
bikini. And the mischievous grin." 

And people wonder why 
you re such a Vegas Guy. 



<A<SAR5 PALA<< 



VEGAS 



LIVE FAMOUSLY. 



caesarspalace.com 



unlikely alliances and organizing anything 
(meetings, fimd-raising drives) has brought 
credibility and money to many a struggling 
campaign. She has inspired three generations 
of political and civil rights figures, always 
ready to provide strategic advice or a phone 
number from her formidable address book. 
As required, she has also delivered direct but 
gentle kicks in the behind, always accompa- 
nied by butter cookies and a cup of tea. 

"Hers is not a name known by many," says 
Jan Piercy, who has worked with Campbell 
on women's political education 
programs. "But if you talk to the 
people who were seen as being 
key to an era, you find Willie fig- 
ures somewhere in their lives." 
Piercy, former U.S. executive di- 
rector of the World Bank, re- 
calls her Wellesley classmate 
Clinton speaking "memorably 
and movingly" at Campbell's 
8oth-birthday party. The then 
first lady "talked about what it 
meant to her as a young law stu- 
dent, knowing someone who 
stood beside those who didn't 
have a voice," Piercy says. 

"Willie took the student leaders of the 
'60s seriously," says Clinton, now a U.S. sen- 
ator from New York. "She understood our 
passion and impatience for our country to 
achieve a 'more perfect union,' and she sup- 
ported our activism. She was and is an inspi- 
ration to me and many others in her unflag- 
ging engagement, in her respect for all points 
of view, in her commitment to civil rights 
and justice, in her grace and wit, and in her 
great gift: for enduring friendships." 

Campbell may keep a low profile, but 
that doesn't mean she's ducking. She has held 
her own on hostile streets and in even more 
hostile hearing rooms. Campbell pushed the 
League ofWomen Voters to pioneer the once- 
controversial use of litigation (as oppwsed to 
legislation) to challenge social inequities. 
Against the advice of many, she moved to 
Los Angeles in 1971 for the same reason she 
went anywhere— a good fight— so her hus- 
band, Jack, could help start a hospital and 
medical school in Watts after the riots. A 
prominent Indiana University radiologist, 
he came to California one year earlier to set 
up his department at the new King/Drew 
Medical Center. One night when he was 



stopped at a light, a boy got into his car and 
then asked for a ride. Jack agreed, but as he 
headed off, a man jumf)cd into the backseat 
and held a knife to his throat. Jack escaped 
by slamming on the brakes and leaping 
out. Later, he called his wife and described 
his ordeal. Her response: "You know you 
shouldn't leave your doors unlocked." 

Jack smiles when he hears the story. To 
him, this is the essence of Willie, passionate 
and pragmatic: "Here she has her husband 
engaged in an important mission, helping 




PARTY people: Hillary Clinton congratulates 
Campbell at her SOth-blrthday celebration 



jjeople who really needed it. She just wanted 
to sustain the idea that the job was more im- 
portant than this little mishap." 

CAMPBELL LIKES TO POINT OUT 
that she shares her birthday, 
August 26, with the rgth Amend- 
ment, which, in 1920, gave Amer- 
ican women the right to vote. (She is five 
years older.) "People ask if I'm surprised 
by all the changes during my life," she says. 
"Well, I always figured that women, who 
had the same capacity as men, and blacks, 
who are the same as whites— that one day 
they would have their own movements and 
I would be part of them." 

Willie Grace Dickins grew up in Cincin- 
nati, the second child of a canned-goods 
salesman and a housewife. Her older sister, 
Blanche, was a Jazz Age beauty with a head 
for numbers. Theirs was a conventional (read 
conservative) Republican household, although 
their father did tell his daughters not to let 
gender keep them fijom fulfilling their dreams. 
Their mother, who lived to be 96, "eventual- 
ly changed her mind about many things," 
Campbell says, "but she did have a lot of 
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stereotypes, including racial ones, early on." | 

Campbell studied sociology at the Uni- 
versity of Cincinnati, where "the whole big 
world opened up. It was my religious expe- | 
rience." Her most important discovery: "I 
learned that race has no scientific basis. It's 
irrelevant." She received her bachelor's de- 
gree as a Phi Beta Kappa in three years. Jack, 
who was a medical student when they were 
engaged, started an internship in Detroit, lb I 



be near him, Campbell attended the Uni- 
versity of Michigan and earned a master's in 
sociology They were married in 1938, moved 
to Indianapolis, and had three children 
during World War II. Soon after pcAce was 
declared, Campbell joined the League of 
Women Voters, which was one of the few 
outlets for civic activism. 

"When I was in graduate school, I want- 
ed to be another Margaret Mead," Camp- 



bell says. "With the war and so on, that did- 
n't work out. In those days vou didn't try to 
carry both a career and raise children, so I 
joined the League. It was serious volunteer 
work, and in terms of my life I wanted to do 
something serious." 

Campbell was a local board member, 
then became Indiana state president in 1954. 
She went to the national board in 1959, serv- 
ing off and on until 1972. In the early '60s, 
I she became chair of the education fund. 

As civil rights demonstrations flared up 
around the nation, Campbell pushed the 
League "to get into the fray" She realized that 
her colleagues were "effective at getting peo- 
ple to vote— as long as they were middle class 
and white" but had trouble understanding the 

''She has (remendous 
energy. Even in the dens- 
est, most remote places, 
Willie can walk up hills 
faster than anyone 30 
or AO years her junior," 
says Ernest G. Green. 



needs of jjeople unlike themselves. At board 
meetings she kept turning attention to help- 
ing the inner cities. In response, she heard 
lots of questions about how to do it. 

Fmally, Campbell was able to start six vot- 
er education projects, from Indianap>olis to 
New Orleans. Initially, she says, community 
leaders balked, skeptical of what they saw as 
an invasion by socien.' matrons. While the 
Sears Roebuck l-'oundation offered support, 
other philanthropic agencies refiised. Camp>- 
bell's first meeting with another founda- 
tion ended after ;m African American staff 
member told her, "You don't need the money 
It's for black people to do it themselves." 

"I thought about storming out," Camp- 
bell recalls. "Then I said, 'You may not want 
us, but we're going to do it an\'\\ ay ' " (Later, 
she notes, the foundation fiinded the League's 
litigation department.) 

At the League's 1970 young leaders' con- 
ference in Colorado, a group of angry men 
(in the confiision, no one found out who they 
were) barged into a meal session because 
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then-boycotted grapes were being served. 
As dishes flew and delegates retreated for 
cover, Campbell walked over to the intrud- 
ers and talked with such sincerity and can- 
dor that she calmed them and even got some 
to join the event. 

"Many people would have called armed 
guards and thrown them in jail, " says Fay 
H. VWlliams, who attended the gathering. 
"Willie could always bring people together." 

She is "definitely not one of your do-good- 
er types," says Wilhams, who was a social 
worker and self-described "rabble-rouser" 
when she met Campbell during the Indi- 
anapolis voter drive. "That means WilUe 
doesn't just do what she thinks is best. She is 
willing to look at things from other points of 
view" Williams, now an attorney, found many 
of Campbell's peers in ^^^^^^^^h 
socially liberal move- 
ments to be condescend- 
ing or oblivious to what 
made Campbell special: 
"They never understood 
that Willie's behavior 
was different." 

On the other hand, 
Campbell— a voracious 
student of politics and 
people— is always aware of the subtext of a 
discussion and how to use it to her advan- 
tage. "We would joke that she looked so 
Waspy that she could say something very 
radical and it would not come off that way," 
says Williams, who is black. "Her savvy 
helped her to know when I should say it and 
when she should say it. You can't get any- 
thing by her." 

During the '70s, Campbell got invohred 
with the National Women's Education Fund, 
the arm of the National Women's Political 
Caucus that assisted fledgling candidates. 

Betsey Wright, the brash Texas jwlitical 
organizer and future aide to Bill Chnton, 
had been asked to be the education fund's 
executive director but dreaded the idea of 
raising money "Willie solved that problem," 
says Jan Piercy, then the fund's chair and 
now an adviser to ShoreBank Corporation. 
"She told her, 'People give to people. They 
don't give to organizations. There's a whole 
way to present yourself' Betsey didn't care 
too much about clothes, but Willie took 
her in hand. Now Betsey is the consum- 
mate fund-raiser." 



"I grabbed on to her as a mentor as soon 
as I met her," says Wright, who lives in 
Arkansas and broke a long ban on talking 
to reporters to discuss Campbell. "WiUie 
gave me the courage to try all kinds of things 
I hadn't done before. She also knew what 
you had to do to back up your policy ideas 
with groundwork." 

Campbell joined the League's Overseas 
Education Fund at a time in the '70s when it 
was focusing on Africa. She and her col- 
leagues quickly decided that money talks: If 
women could make money, men would pay 
attention. They also emphasized legal as 
well as financial empowerment. "We created 
Women, Law and Development Programs 
that eventually became the most imf)ortant 
program OEF had," Campbell says. 



While history usually favors those 
who make speeches or headlines, 
no great leader or movement could 
exist without its invisible fixers and 
confidants, enablers and muses. 



In the early '90s, President Clinton named 
Campbell vice chair of the African Devel- 
opment Foundation, which promotes grass- 
roots programs. Ernest Green was the choice 
for chair but was concerned about his work- 
load as a managing director of Lehman 
Brothers in Washington, D.C. He was told 
Campbell could help out. Later, he admit- 
ted that he was surprised— and dubious— 
when he first saw her. 

"You wonder if they just put some sen- 
ior citizen in to occupy the slot," he says. 
"Then you learn she's such a jewel. She has 
tremendous energy Even in the densest, most 
remote places, Willie can walk up hills faster 
than anyone 30 or 40 years her junior. Also, 
Willie is one of the few people in the world 
who could drop into almost any group and 
establish herself and then establish common 
goals for the group. She has this rich history 
that she brings, but she also knows so much 
about the present and has a vision about 
where things should be for the future." 

Just as she was getting involved in Afri- 
can affairs, the Campbells moved to Los An- 
geles, settling in a high-rise, where they still 
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live, near the Music Center. >X/hile Jack worked 
at King/Drew, Campbell flew overseas and 
around the United States, spending so much 
time in Washington that she kept an apart- 
ment there. Although she didn't have time 
for local politics, she tapped into its more in- 
teresting circles. One example was the Bunker 
Hill Lunch Bunch. "We were women, not 
yet known, who talked about our aspira- 
tions," says lobbyist Maureen Kindel. "Willie 
and I were there, as was Maxine Waters, 
who was working for a councilman, Kath- 
leen Brown, who was a housewife, and Diane 
Watson, who was a schoolteacher. This was in 
the '70s, so you can see how far we've come." 

Neighbors Kindel and Campbell first 
met in the elevator of their building three 
decades ago. Then an attorney's wife in her 
thirties, Kindel had recently arrived from 
New \brk and had started to join local phil- 
anthropic boards. "Willie felt these were 
good but tame activities for me," she says. 
"She thought I should be devoting myself 
to more cutting-edge and controversial is- 
sues." So Kindel became the finance chair 



of Mayor Tom Bradley's first reelection ef- 
fort. After he won, she spent eight years as 
the city's commissioner of public works be- 
fore starting an influential lobbying firm. 
"Willie was bold enough to sit me down and 
say 'no, no' and tell me I had to do some- 
thing different," Kindel says. "I feel she is 
part of what I've accomplished every day." 

IN DECEMBER 2002, CAMPBELL HAD 
trouble breathing and was rushed to the 
hospital, where she was found to be 
suffering from two leaking heart valves. 
She insisted on surgery, telling family and 
friends she didn't want to be an invalid. 

"My mother is not just a glass-half-full 
person but a glass-pouring-over person," 
says her eldest child, Nancy Duff Campbell, 
cofounder of the National Women's Law 
Center. "She always looks for the good 
things or the best possible things in any 
situation. She was saying that if there's 
something to try, let's try it." 

Since the operation, Campbell has 
slowed a bit. She let go of the East Coast 



apartment, but she still travels, esf>ecially for 
the African Development Foundation, of 
which she is acting chair. In L. A. she attends 
a, for her, moderate schedule of meetings 
and dinner parties— thanks to her husband 
and friends, who take her around town be- 
cause she gave up driving nearly a decade 
ago. She also keeps the teapot ready 

"I'll always be action oriented," Camp- 
bell says, calling from Washington during a 
recent business trip. "Even if I were in a 
wheelchair, I think I'd be doing something. 
As you get older you have to adjust to cer- 
tain things, but I know 111 always be inter- 
ested in how society can work better. 

"One thing I've also come to see," she 
adds, "is that it's almost fortuitous that I 
ended up doing volunteer work instead of 
getting a job. I'm not boimd by particular 
obligations. I can follow my own motiva- 
tions—which don't rely on God or anyone 
but are based on my belief that we really 
have to resolve our problems ourselves. 

"No one else is going to help us," she 
says. "It's that simple." LA 
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get aivay, we ini/ite you to learn more about our all-inclusii/e 
weekend packages at u/u/u/. experiencepasadena.com. 



p A u t n k 

Co/IVETITIO/i & Vi/ITOI?/' bURtAU 

Tel I 800-805-4604 
rax I 626-795-9656 



SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION 



EXPLORE 

PASADENA 

& THE SAN GABRIEL VALLEY 

BY BEKAH WRIGHT 

/ 



SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION 



GETTING AROUND TOWN 

Knowing the lay of the land will help you cover 
as much ground as possible during your visit. 
Start at the western end of this corridor of districts 
and make your way through Old Pasadena, 
Poseo Colorado, the Playhouse District, and the 
South Lake District. To make it even easier, the 
ARTS — ^Area Rapid Transit System — bus will take 
you between districts for a SOcent fare. 

HIDEAWAYS 

The five area hotels chosen for the Pasadena 
Convention and Visitors Bureau's weekend ge^ 
owoys stand out not only for their convenient 
locations but for their creature comforts. For the 
most part, car keys can be handed over to the 
valet for the duration of your stay, as Pasadena 
was mode for walking. Closest to the various 
districts ore the Hilton Pasadena, the Westin 
Pasadena, Sheraton Pasadena Hotel, and Old 
Pasadena Courtyard b/ AAorriott. Off tfie beaten 
path is the Ritz-Carlton, Huntington Hotel and 
Spa. Located in a residential area on Oak Knoll 
Avenue, this 1907 landmark is a return to 



California's golden ero. Slumber in a suite or 
corner room and you'll awaken to views of gar- 
dens and the San Gabriel AAountains. 




MUSEUMS & GARDENS 

Falling in love with Pasadena's architecture is a 
given. If you've caught tfie bug, visit some of its 
famous fDonsions. The Gamble House, de- 
signed by Greene and Greene in 1908, has 
become known as the masterpiece of the Arts 
and Crafts movement. Guided tours ensure you 
won't miss a single intricate detail — from its 



stained gbss to the various types of wood used. 

The Huntington Library, Art Collections & 
Botanical Gardens are on a 1 50ocre eclec- 
tic mix of gardens including a desert garden 
conservancy and Japanese, Shakespeare, and 
rose gardens. Spend some time in the 
Huntington Gallery for a gander at 
Gainsborough's The Blue Boy and Lawrence's 
Pinkie. In the Virginia Steele Scott Gallery you'll 
see works by John Singer Sargent, Edward 
Hopper, and ^Aary Cossott. Other exhibits to 
check out include those in the Arabella 
Huntington Memorial Collection in the libran/ 
and the AAoryLou and George Boone Gallery. 

Walk through the live oaks of Descanso 
Gardens and you'll be surrounded by a mul- 
titude of camellias. Of course, you'll find other 
flowers, including tulips, roses, azaleas, and 
orchids. Sighting wildlife is a fun venture in the 
1 65-acre gardens, from ducks on the pond 
to birds seen via the Bird Observation Station. 
If you're lucky, you may spot a veiled bride 
making her way down the aisle near the 
Jopanese Teahouse. 
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and skincare needs. Our professional friendly staff provides Laser 
Hair Removal, IPL Photo-Rejuvenation, Micro-Dermabrasion, 
Botox, Restalyne, C^ustomi/.ed Facials and Medical-grade Peels for 
skin enhancement. Treating the cause, not just the symptom. 
Mention Los Angeles mag;izine for S50 off your first treatment. 
301 South Fair Oaks, Suite 404, Pasadena 
626-584-1 492 wvvw.advancedloserclinics.com 



MEDITERREANO HOME & GARDEN 

If Mediterranean St)'le is what you're after, look no further... 
Mediterreaneo for the Home & Garden is a local shop in 
Pasadena filled with authenticity of decorative furniture and 
accessories from Europe. The ambiance transcends you there, 
delighting all of your .sen.ses from your first step. 
979 East Colorado Boulevard, Pasadena 
626-585-0777 www.mediterraneohomeandgarden.com 



PASADENA OFFERS ENTICING 
WEEKEND PACKAGES 

With world-class shopping, renowned museums and exciting 
nightlife, Pa.sadena is the perfect weekend getaway. To make 
olanninc even easier, the Pasadena C^onvention & Visitors Burcai 



LIVC-JAZZ 




PASEO COLORADO 



PASADENA 





Beginning July 2ncl through 
September 24th, join us for a 
series of Free outdoor concerts 
every Friday evening from 
6 to 9 pm in the Garfield 
Promenade at Paseo Colorado 
urban shopping village. 

SCHEDULED JAZZ GREATS INCLUDE: 
Nolan Shaheed 
Gil Bernal 
Bill Cunliffe 
Barbara Morrison 

Sara Gazarel< 
Janice Anderson 
Cheryl Conley 
And IVIore. 

PASEO COLORADO... 
WHERE CULTURE 

MEETS COMMERCE 

For more information call 
626.795.8891 or visit 
www.paseocoloradopasadena.com 
for complete schedule 

Colorado Boulevard between Marengo 
and Los Robles Avenue. 



PASEO COLORADO 



PASADENA 



m 



P*tadtn« J«it IntlltMlt 



pasjazz.org 



SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION 



Though it looks small from the outside, 
the Norton Simon Museum houses extensive 
collections of masterpieces by some of the 
world's greatest artists, including Rembrandt, 
Picasso, Renoir, AAonet, and Degas. The inti- 
mate space spills into a beautiful sculpture 
garden, perfect for enjoying on a sunny day. 

SHOPPING 

For shoppers, Pasadena is paradise. Swap 
meet lovers will hove marked their calendars 
for the first Sunday of every month so they don't 
miss the Pasadena City College Swap AAeet, 
and for the second Sunday of every month for 
the granddaddy of all swap meets — the Rose 
Bowl Flea Market. Sawy shoppers can stop 
at the newly opened Container Store in Old 
Pasadena for storage and organizational prod- 
ucts to keep all precious purchases intact and 
catalogued for when the Antiques Road Show 
comes to town. 

There are 200 shops and restaurants in 
the 22-square-block area known as Old 
Pasadena. Just down the street is Paseo 
Colorado, an urban shopping village designed 



in keeping with the heritage of the community. 
Stained glass, metal, and steel components set 
off the gold, green, and rust colors of this 
two-level shopping center designed as a mix 
between the Arts and Crafts and 
Mediterranean styles. Included in Paseo 




Colorado are 65 street-front specialty stores 
and 8 restaurants. On Friday nights through 
the summer you'll hear live music in Garfield 
Promenade. Take in a him at the Pacific 1 4, 
folfcwed by dinner at Delmonico's Seafood Grilb. 
The 1 920s "art deco San Francisco"-inspired 



restaurant is alluring for those on a date. Shore 
some sweet potato tortellini with lobster on the 
outside and an almond cream sauce in one 
of the establishment's intimate booths, just right 
for canoodling. 

While in the South Lake District, walk into 
AAediterraneo and you'll be transfixed by the 
smell of fresh flowers and scented candles, 
and the sounds of trickling fountains and soft 
music. Colby, a Jack Russell terrier, will greet 
you and owner Traci Vaccaro will regale you 
with stories of the treasures she's collected in 
her travels around the world. You'll hnd dec- 
orative and useful antiques, paintings, sculp- 
tures, and statuary that will transform your 
home into one of the destinations Vaccaro has 
visited, be it France, Tunisia, Greece, Italy, 
Spain, or Morocco. 

If visuals are your thing, visit Interior 
Devine in the Playhouse District's Singer Sewing 
AAachine Building. An interior design showroom, 
it specializes in antique prints, museum-quality 
framing, and unique accessories for the home. 
In addition to corn/ing worb from printers like 
Piranesi and rare collections like natureprinted 




Father time 
is a lousy 
beautician. 



Til 

The unique LightPulse Skin jd,S^^ 
Renewal: A Combination ^^j^^^ 

Therapy is available exclusively 
at Advanced Laser Clinicsr America's #1 source 
for skin rejuvenation and laser hair removal. It 
corrects, and may actually reverse, a variety of 
skin imperfections including: Rosacea • Age Spots 
Freckles ■ Sun Damage • Broken Blood Vessels 
Call today for your no-cost, no-obligation 
consultation. 

301 South Fair Oaks 626-584-1492 

wu'W.advanced\aserclmtcs.com 



f ADVANC Ee,^^<^^^ 

(; of Pasadena, a IVIedical Clinic, Inc. 




ftjropean antiaues 
lighting 

architectural details 
accessories 
fountains & statuary 
design services 



Advanced Laser Clinics, Inc., 20O4 
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The Container Store 



The Original Storage and Organization Store® 



COMING SOON 

to Pasadena 



A Brand New LOOK at Getting Organized 



GRAND OPENING 

Saturday, August U*^ & Sunday, August 15^^ 

Old Pasadena 
Corner of Fair Oaks & Union (1 block north of Colorado) 

Join the Grand Opening Weekend celebration of our Pasadena store when we ll give away 
prizes every hour, amaze you with our legendary customer service and inspire you with new 
ways to organize your life. It's a one-of-a-kind experience - you have to see it to believe it! 




The Container Store® is proud to donate 10 percent of Grand Opening Weekend sales 
Saturday August U"- and Sunday August 15"" to the Armory Center for the Arts. 

Armory Center /«r the Arts 

Souttiern California Store Locations: Costa tVlesa Bear St. & South Coast Dr. (across from South Coast Plaza) (714) 556-2333 

San Diego Fashion Valley (Hwy 163 & Friars Rd.) (619) 220-0909 

STORE HOURS: Monday - Saturday 9 am - 9 pm; Sunday 11 am - 6 pm 



www.containerstore.com 





OlVcrs cxtniordinary 
coUcction'i from distinct 
European and American 
couture designer brands, 
custom made bridal and 
evening dresses, and 
exquisite accessories. 



O-iCiir Dc La Rciita 
Rcrin Ai-r;i 

Roniona K«veza 
Cdrinelii Siilera 
Dunio Adanii 
Sjjsoii Bljiu-hr Coiilurc 

Pronovias 

Elie by tlic Saab 
Hannibal Laguna 
Manuel Mota 
Lydia Dcl^adn 
Ml^^uel Palacio 



Studio City 
818.505.9064 

Glendale 
818.247.8177 

www.rniincbridal.com 




SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION 



sa:M«eds, owner Paul Devine strives to offer works 
that put a contemporary twist on the traditional. A 
new collection Ixis evolved from Devine's own weak 
witfi ffie Pasodena Showcase — life-size hand-cut 
dog silhouettes. Fine linens and exquisite dinner 
wear pull the components of home decor together. 
At Salutations Home, beyond furniture, home ac- 
cessories and lighting, they offer distinctive "finish- 
ing touches" such as fine linens from Yves Delorme 
and Sferra Bros, to dinner wear by Vietri and 
Quimper. Finding the perfect gift w+iile there is an 
added bonus from specialized stationary to a baby 
department well stocked with Lilly Pulitzer designs. 

If being surrounded L3y Pasadena's roman- 
tic environment inspires you to tie the knot, spend 
some time in one of the R-Mine Bridal Couture 
boutiques, located in both Glendale and Studio 
City. Along with the custom-made bridal and 
evening gowns designed by Armine Ofranessian, 
R-Mine Bridal Couture offers extraordinary 
collections from European and American couture 
designer brands, exquisite accessories, and tuxe- 
dos. The Glendale location carries the Rose 
Collection from Reem Aero, Rahmanian Couture, 
Eugenia, Saison Blanche Couture, Pronovias, St. 
Patrick, La Sposo, and an affordable couture line 
made exclusively for R-Mine Bridal Couture. The 
Studio Cily location also features couture design- 
ers such as Oscar De La Renta, Romona Keveza, 
Carmeb Sutera, [Domo Adami, Amsali, Pronovias, 
Elie by Elie Saab, Hannitxil Laguna, Manuel 
Mota, Lydia Delgado, and Miguel Palacio. 

SPAS 

Relaxation goes hand in hand with spa visits. In 
Pasadena there are many outstanding spas to 
choose from, including medical day spas, which 
are gaining in popularity among those who want 
not only to be pampered but to hove in-depth 
treatments and work on problem areas. Falling 
into this category is Z Med Spa, which offers 
oxygen-infused facials, acne photoclearance, 
and microdermobrasion. Advanced Laser Clinics 
of Pasadena, inviting with its earth tones, 
waterfall wall, soothing music, and plush robes, 
offers clients customized medical-grade skin-care 
treatments, laser hair removal, photo rejuvena- 
tion, Botox, and Restylane. 

ENTERTAINMENT 

A natural place to seek out entertainment is the 
Playhouse District, named after California's official 
state theater, the Pasadena Playhouse. Upcoming 
shows include Vincent in Brixton and tfie rock and 



Interior Devine 

fine print gai[eTyy/w//tYM//'/-A- ; 
THIRTY SOUTH OAKLAND PASADENA CALIFORNIA 626,795,5025 interiordevine.COM 
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SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION 



roll musical Why Do Fools Fall in Love? New to the 
Piayhoose District is the Boston Court, a 99^eat the 
ater offering audiences both the cbssics and works 
by new playwrights. 

As your weekend ends, you'll realize you've 
borefy scratched the surface when it comes to things 
you want to see, do, and experience in Pasadena. 
The great thing oLxxit weekends, tfxxigh — there's al- 
ways another one just around the caner, waiting to 
lake you on another adventure in rorrontic Pasadena. 

PASADENA & 

THE SAN GABRIEL VALLEY 

Advanced Laser Clinics of Pasadena 

301 South Fair Oaks, Suite 404, Pasadena 
(626) 584-1492 
www.advancedlaserclinics.com 

Desconso Gardens 

1418 Desconso Drive, La Conada 
(818) 949-4200 
www.descansogardens.org 

Interior Devine 

30 South Oakland Avenue, Pasadena 
(626) 795-5025 
www.interiordevine.com 

Mediterraneo Home & Garden 

979 East Colorado Boulevard, Pasadena 
(626) 585-0777 

www.mediterraneohomeandgarden.com 

Pasadena Convention & Visitors Bureau 

171 South Los Rabies Avenue, Pasadena 
(800) 307-7977 
www. pasadenacal . com 

Poseo Colorado Shopping Village 

280 East Colorado Boulevard, Pasadena 
(626) 795-8891 

www.paseocoloradopasadena.com 

R-Mine Bridal Couture 

41 3 East Glenooks Boulevard, Glendale 
(818) 247-8177 
www.rminebridal.com 

Salutations Home 

900 Granite Drive, Pasodeno 

1626] 577-7460 

www. so lutationshome . com 

The Container Store 

One East LJnion Street, Pasadena 
www. conta i nerstore . com 



Expect the Perfect Table. 




Match Convn'io Pewter & Ceramic Dinnerware from Italy. 



EXPECT THE BEST 



^Salutations 



1 1640 San Vicente Blvd. Brentwood -310.820.6127 ^ 900 Granite Drive, Pasadena • 626.577.7460 



willness.. . 
communily 

cancer 
support, 
education 
and hope 



If you are living with cancer 
. . . you are not alone. 
Free programs of education 
and professional support for 
people with cancer and their 
loved ones. 



200 E. Del Mar Boulevard, Suite 118 
Pasadena. CA 91105 
626.796.1083 tclcptionc 
626.796.0601 fax 
www.lwcfoothiils.org 
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wonder... 



F.XPI.ORK • l.HARN • PlSCOVRR 

i6o-AcRt Botanical Garden 



1418 Dkscanso Drive 
l.A Canada Fi.iNTRiiKiK 
818.949.4200 
www.DescansoGardens.org 
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THE BIGGEST. THE BOLDEST. 
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THE BRIGHTEST. THE BRAVEST. 
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The of LA 




The Hollywood bar boom of the last 
decade has passed. Like William Mul- 
holland almost a century ago, booze 
barons with empire in mind are ventur- 



NEW BAR 

ing into a thirsty Valley. Since Firefly first blinked its lights on a dark stretch of Ventura Boulevard, several new taprooms have 
appeared, like Studio City's Sapphire, a wood-paneled drawing room with dim lighting the color of Jamaican rum, and— just 
down the block— Clear, with its airy, succulent-hemmed patio. NoBar in North Hollywood is straight out of Michael Mann's 
head, where L.A.'s past juts through the raw present; the remodeled bar, immaculately wrapped in self-consciously cheap 
velvet wallpaper, still carries the feel of the piss hole it once was. Vet it's in Eagle Rock's comfy Chalet where everything 
drops into place like a fresh ice cube. The bar is a woodsy descendant of West Hollywood's north, with a mile-long couch set 
before a fieldstone fireplace, medieval lighting exuding a rusty glow, and heavy, rough-hewn ceiling beams that look 
freshly torn from a 19th-century Provincetown tavern. The quiet hideaway's peace is never broken by its populist crowd, the 
same group you'd find at closing time at Trader Joe's: art students, teachers, struggling musicians, landscape designers, 
hot-rod mechanics. It's a place of the American imagination, with Gentleman Jack on tap and Johnny Cash on the jukebox. 
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HOT 
DOG 



Long the most famous hot dog stand in Los Angeles, 
Pink's doesn't need us to hawk its franks. We'd rather 
be provocative, or at least counterintuitive, which is to 
say that the 65-year-old Hollywood institution had to 
work twice as hard to live up to its legend. It had to rise 
above the sausage temples of Ventura Boulevard, from 
Rubin's Red Hot to the Stand to the excellent if unfor- 
tunately named Wienery. It had to wow us with a dog 
that was juicy and fiery and garlicky and chewy, even af- 
ter we had consumed enough nitrates to dope a small 
elephant. In our defense. Pink's signature chili-cheese 
dog (the Original Tommy's Burger of tube steak) didn't 
do it. But one taste of the spicy Polish and we knew— or 
better yet, we could hear. The casing was so taut, so per- 
fectly elastic and resistant, that every bite was an explo- 
sion, the snap audible from all the way across the tabla. 



VINTAGE 

BATHROOM 

FIXTURES 

Since the nesting boom began, bath- 
rooms, like kitchens, have been expand- 
ing, not just in square footage but in mys- 
tique. Installing original Crane fixtures or 
an elephant's trunk toilet bowl can spell 
the difference between redecorating a 
classic bungalow and restoring it. Yards 
like Freeway Wrecking and Santa Fe 
Wrecking are good options for old tubs 
and sinks. If it's a rare copper-and-cork- 
lined zinc tub or a narrow endive-shaped 
sink meant to be shoehorned into a broom 
closet. Square Deal Plumbing & Heating 
Supplies is the journeyman's choice. Adam 
Zieve has accumulated two centuries' 
worth of taps, faucets, valve stems, es- 
cutcheons, and swing spouts— the works. 
He can furnish pristine rolled-lip cast-iron 
soakers and a sparkling chrome set of 
cabriolet lavatory legs. Says Zieve, "I nev- 
er believe I'll tell anyone I don't have it." 



When those off-the-rack Billabong 
shorts just don't cut it, there's only 
one solution; a pair of custom draw- 
string board shorts from Hydro Lab, 
a stylish den of surf fashion with 
retro tendencies. Made-to-order 
designs aren't cheap-they start at 
around $125— but there are dozens 
of fabrics to mix and match, includ- 
ing neon orange urethane-coated 
nylon, silver-metallic camouflage, and 
classic tartan. Want the side pocket 
in a contrasting color? How about 
bright red stitching? Want to lose the 
side pocket altogether? Say please. 
The shorts may never touch ocean 
water, but no one has to know that. 
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Cases 

Has that knapsack gone kaput? 
Make the trip to H. Savinar 
Luggage. Major brands like 
Tumi, Bellino, and Kenneth 
Cole are well represented 
among the store's travel 
bags, and there are a few 
stylish designs from Los 
Angeles maker Lodis as well. 
For the most dramatic 
bargains, check out the display 
cases brimming with samples. 

★ 




Theater 
Orxjtaller 

Lee Entertainment 
founder Joseph Lee has 
been wiring homes with the 
sharpest pictures and the 
punchiest sound for more than 
two decades. His company can 

equip a den with an HDTV 
home theater or amp an entire 
house with satellite music— or 
both. Either way. don't forget 
the Nordost speaker cable. It 
starts at $400 a foot. 

★ 




qift baskets 

Whether we need to 
show a little love or kiss 
major butt. Star Treatment 
delivers— in a jiffy, too. They'll 
assemble snaz2y beach totes 
filled with candy-colored 
towels (monogrammed. or not), 
leather doctor's bags 
with cigars and whiskey, and 
supersoft microchenille robes 
with David Gate Quince 
bath products. They also do 
custom orders. 
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Soul 
*Jood 



GOURMET CAFETEPIA 



Soul food joints rarely 
disappoint— in part because 
they aren't trying to impress. 

They offer comfort and 
preserve tradition, nourishing 
something deep within. Eating 
at Flossie's, a Delta shrine in a 
Torrance minimall, makes us 
want to hug someone. The 
fried chicken is a work of love, 
the chilled banana pudding 
worth a letter home. 



9 

7Kreadmq 

Using just a loop of thread, 
Michelle Ornstein, owner of 

Enessa Aromatherapy, 
makes unwanted body and 
facial hair vanish. Ornstein, 
who trains aestheticians 
around the country, is a 
master of threading, a Middle 
Eastern practice that we 
prefer to waxing for two 
reasons: It's more precise 
and it doesn't Hp off a 
layer of skin. 



10 



Department store linens can 
be nice, but they're nothing 
compared with the sewn-to- 
order sheets, pillowcases, du- 
vets, and blankets at 
Statements. They stock 
hundreds upon hundreds of 
sumptuous fabrics, including 
1,000-plus-thread-count 
cottons, jewel-toned silks, 
even buttery faux suede 

from lines such as 
Archipelago, Bonjour, and 
Susan Unger. 



It's not what it sounds like— steam tables of puckered 
gray peas, thinly sliced mystery meats, and baked 
spaghetti. Oh no. This Is supreme easy-access break- 
fast and lunch fare that v/e'd drive to an office park 
to fetch. Chefs Joslah Citrin (Melisse) and Raphael 
Lunetta (JiRaffe) teamed up to open Lemon Moon in 
West L.A., and they're both on hand making break- 
fasts of fresh pastries, cereals, and creative egg dish- 
es, and lunches of beautiful salads (fresh beet, skirt 
steak, shrimp ceviche), sandwiches (turkey with 
caramelized onions and manchego. portobello with 
red pepper aioli and goat cheese cream), and soups. 
Eat in at a communal picnic table or out on the patio, or 
order online and take your favorites back to your lair. 





BALLOON 

If you've ever been to the Hollywood A 
Farmers Market, you've seen John W 
Buckner. Me's the guy in the middle of ^^^^ 
a tight circle of children, the one with ■ ■ 
the brightly colored spider— or bird, or ▼ ▼ 
alligator-on his head. Buckner sup- 
ports himself entirely by twisting bal- 
loons into wacky shapes. He's been on 
TV, doing his thing in the background 
on a recent episode of Monk. But 
mostly he works birthday parties and 
other functions, where he can see 
kids' faces as he turns a "260"— the spe- 
cial balloon he uses, which is two inches 
around and 60 inches long— into a train, 
a troll, or Tweety Bird. "I have people 
who like to play Stump the Balloon 
Guy. " he says. Do they win? "Not very 
often. I have an active imagination." 
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SODA 

From the outside, Galco's Soda Pop Stop 

is a modestly proportioned market on an 
ordinary street in a nondescript suburb. 
But the inside is impossibly larger: Row af- 
ter row of regional and artisanal colas 
stretching into the distance and lovingly 
arranged by category and brand. We 
came upon the shockingly neon Frostie 
Blue Cream Soda (given a run for its mon- 
ey by Jolt Electric Blue and Jones Blue 
Bubble Gum); Fukola, which we bought 
for its name; and the imported German 
Africola, which tastes like Rommel's 
sweat socks. Pirate's Keg? Of course they 
have Pirate's Keg! The proprietors know 
their stock with a fanatic 5 passion and 
evangelize with a missionary's zeal. We 
left with 27 colas, and we're glad we did. 



The ^cst of LA 




SWIMMING 

POOL 



When we need to get wet, we require so much 
more than water. The Rose Bowl Aquatics Cen- 
ter in Pasadena, with its newly renovated locker 

room and its two well-maintained pools (a 25-meter and a 50-meter), has long been 
the standard-bearer for lap swimmers who seek a clean outdoor place to practice 
their flip turns. But lately our favorite spot is the Santa Monica Swim Center, an el- 
egantly designed facility completed two years ago to replace a damaged municipal pool that was more than 50 years old. For 
serious swimmers, the center's Olympic-size pool offers both short-course (25-meter) and long-course (50-meter) lap swim- 
ming. Not far away is a ten-lane instructional "splash" pool, whose shallow depth (four feet maximum) is perfect for teaching 
youngsters to paddle. The place is sleek, organized (note the signs specifying fast, medium, and slow lanes), and downright 
beautiful, with blue, black, brick red, and green tiles and a sort of modern deco motif The only downside— limited public 
parking nearby— can be easily remedied with the purchase of a Splash Pass ($40 for Santa Monica residents, $80 for non- 
residents), which covers 20 swims and includes a permit to park in one of the Santa Monica College lots next door. On week- 
ends, when entrance fees are discounted for families, many people come and stay all day (you're allowed to bring picnics— just 
no glass bottles), and on summer theme days, usually the third Saturday of the month, there are special activities for children. 
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The Qest of LA 




Choosing wisely from a restaurant menu can be so tedious. We may be peckish but not want anything too heavy. The 
lobster looks divine but is such a commitment— and no hands free for the cell. The ahi's lovely, too, but didn't we have 
that yesterday? Beluga, though scrumptious, calls for a good belt of vodka, and our companions may find that un- 
seemly. The folks at Jaan at Raffles L'Ermitage Hotel seem to have felt our pain. They've graciously combined just the 
right amounts of all our favorites in one elegant bowl. The $45 Salad makes its price point obvious, but its flavors are 
considerably more subtle, thanks in no small part to the shards of black truffle whose scent will perk up even the 
most impassive proboscis. At lunch, it's an airy bed of baby and micro greens, with chunks of lobster and noisettes of 
seared tuna cuddling with baby English peas, tender white asparagus, the teensiest of biini crowned with caviar, 
and teardrop tomatoes bursting with the flavor of summer. At dinner, the lobster (above) is served in its birthday suit. 
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In a nondescript warehouse a few blocks 
off the 405 freeway and Vermont Av- 
enue, Raoul Brenassay of Classic Design 
will take a rare George Nelson "Coconut" 
chair, hand-carve new foam to match 
seamlessly the tapered, bending original, 
and then cover the concave seat in a 
chartreuse wool that neither sags nor pil- 
lows. Herman Miller entrusts the restora- 
tion of vintage Eames chairs to Brenas- 
say, who at 14 was apprenticed in the art 
of drapery and upholstery in Paris, but 
the tapissier will just as gladly remake the 
leg of that old table your grandmother 
passed down to you. Perfection has its 
price: A hot-glue job on a hockey-inspired 
Frank Gehry "Cross Check" armchair is 
$500: an eight-foot custom sofa, $7,500. 
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ROASTED 
CHICKEN 

Koreatown's La Polio Brasa uses a brick 
oven and split oak to roast the smokiest, 
crispiest chicken in town, and Zankou's 
admirers are legion. But even Zankou's 
fans speak of the Lebanese chain's garlic 
sauce in the same breath as the bird, and 
we think a chicken should fly on its own. 
Lola's, squished into a Van Nuys strip mall, 
serves a pungent green chile paste for 
dipping, but that's just gravy alongside 
the bird's already-flowery marinade, 
which is redolent of saffron and oregano 
and maybe Persia, and which is so in- 
fused in the moist flesh (we suspect Lola's 
brines its birds) that each flavorful bite 
tastes like extravagance. This bird can fly. 



FOOT MASSAGE 



Plenty of spas will offer you a cup of herbal tea. 
But how many teahouses will massage your feet? 
We know of just one: Elixir Tonics & Teas, a haven 
of tranquillity where customers can savor the Vir- 
tual Buddha and other herb-infused beverages in 
a Zen rock garden or go a few steps beyond to 
the recently added Mini-Spa. There, one of a trio 
of therapists pushes and prods and strokes pa- 
trons' tootsies in exactly the right way. Just 20 
minutes (for $30) will ensure a happily altered 
state, and no appointment is necessary— some- 
thing you won't want to forget the next lime you're 
driving across town in those vertiginous Manolos. 
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Glotklnq 
fReweauer 

At Toihi's Rewcavin , pieces 
we gave up for dead come 
back, if not like new, then 
pretty darn close. Toshi 
Ichihara, a Beverly Mills 
institution, won't reveal the 
method behind the needles, 

but her reknitting is 
remarkable. She's fast, and 
though some repairs can be 
pricey, what's a hundred bucks 
when you're talking about a 
Chanel suit? 
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uum 
Cleanen 



Yes. you could gel a vacuum 
cleaner at Target or Best Buy, 

but you'd be better served— 
literally— at Brentwood Vacuum 
& Sewing Co.. where the sales 

staff has been explaining the 

airflow and filtration 
characteristics of Sebo, Riccar. 
and other serious brands since 

19dO. And when you suck up 

your dog's chewy, they'll get 
your motor going again. 
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Soul-*?ual< 



The line between music and 
erotic seduction is irretrievably 
blurred every time the Toledo 
Show takes the stage. Led by 
too-cool-by-half poet-singer 
Toledo and embellished by 
sultry, fishnet stocking-clad 

burlesque dancers, this 
soul/funk/blues/jazz hybrid is 
libido incarnate. Catch the 
fever every Sunday night at 
Harvelle's in Santa Monica. 
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©oq-Safctij 
Glasses 



For more than 20 years 
Patrick Callaghan has been 
conducting his Piittlesnako 
Avoidance Training Clinic all 

over Southern California, 
teaching dogs (as well as cats, 
horses, and llamas) how to 
recognize and keep clear of 
the irascible reptiles. Me uses 
actual rattlers, either 
muzzled or defanged, and 
works with dogs individually 
to ensure the message 
gets through. 
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Oiias* 9Koes 



The selection at Per Kids 
Only is deep and discounted. 

The floor can be a scene, 
with grandmas lobbying for 

patent lace-ups while kids 
read the store copy of The 
Big Qed Bam. but the staff 

knows the stock well and 
keeps matters moving fast. 
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vzom.ic 
Qooks 

Hunger for Astroboy, 
Gigantor, or hard-to-find 
Japanese titles? Mow about 
some Russian stop-motion 
animation, a Mong Kong art 
toy, or Tintin merchandise? 

Get thee to Meltdown. 
Gaston Dominguez Letelier. 
the store's co-owner and 
secret weapon, has 
impeccable taste. Me's also 
helped cultivate a friendly 
atmosphere that 
accomplishes the impossible 
for a comics store: It lures 
women customers. 



KARAOKE 

We have fond memories of crooning 
"Porcupine Pie" on Saturday nights at 
the Farmers Market, but a recent man- 
agement switch pulled the plug. Thanit 
goodness, then, for Brass Monkey. The 
Koreatown watering hole is so crowd- 
ed, there's no room for inhibition. Low, 
wood-beamed ceilings evoke a cozy 
cabin, albeit one filled with a messy 
amalgam of humanity, from brides-to- 
be to businessmen to Axl Pose wanna- 
bes shamelessly singing their guts out 
on the barroom floor. The singing be- 
gins most nights at 9, and the list fills 
up fast. So do the tables; by lO it's 
standing room only. For a tad less mad- 
ness—and feverish youth— we prefer go- 
ing on weeknights. Jack Black does, too. 




Sampling the city s array of choirs, we 
sat through enough church services to 
keep our souls clean until 2025. The 
sounds emanating from the singers at 
West Angeles Cathedra! Church of 
God in Christ can inspire the most 
spiritually bereft, and the Gregorian 
chant service at Saint Victor's in West 
Hollywood is serenity itself. But the 
choir at Saint Sophia Greek Orthodox 
Cathedral embodies the perfect mar- 
riage of song and setting: The beatific 
music raining down from the choir loft 
blends mellifluously with the cathe- 
dral's gold-leaf opulence. Draped in 
Concord grape-colored robes, the 20 
or so stewards hum, chant, and sing In 
multileveled bilingual (Greek and En- 
glish) harmonies that we feel smack-dab 
in our chest each time we hear them. 



FIRST-DATE RESTAURANT 



I n q c I c 1 




Let's set the parameters. We're assuming this isn't an 
Internet flyby but a genuine first date— you know each 
other, you've got friends in common, he's your broth- 
er's college roommate. That sort of thing. The restau- 
rant of choice is a no-brainer: A.O.C. Why? Because 
it's always buzzing, so awkward silences are unlikely. 
And because you have to confer over the small-plates 
menu, which means easy conversation as well as in- 
sights into your potentially significant other: Is she 
vegetable-phobic or lactose-intolerant? Is he inhibited 
about sharing or incapable of asking for help with the 
idiosyncratic wine list? There's a bulletproof aspect to 
the choice, too. No matter what you think of your date, 
chef Suzanne Goin is bound to deliver a good meal. 



The Qeit of LA 




Starbucks conflates charcoal with complexity, and while Peet's, the best of the chains, compensates for the overly dark roast 
of its beans with care in preparation, we still long for the sort of gracefully balanced espresso that's ubiquitous in Paris and 
Rome and Seattle. Because what most caffeine-and-laptop joints sell is nothing more than a thimble of dirty water. There are 
some exceptions, of course: When we're in Eagle Rock, we always have confidence ordering a shot at Swork, where they use 
beans roasted by Chicago's estimable Intelligentsia Coffee. West Hollywood's Urth Gaffe makes two admirable espressos, 
regular and dolce, with organic beans. But the revelation in our hunt for the ideal espresso was Sabor y Cultura. Formerly 
called Espresso Mi Cultura, the artsy, activist-minded cafe on Hollywood Boulevard boasts rich, chocolaty espresso that's 
smooth rather than bitter and capped with a layer of thick, dark, gleaming crema that escorts and protects delicate aroma 
notes. It's a product of painstaking precision in grinding, compacting, and measuring. Owner Ramon Pantoja even adjusts 
the fineness of the grounds according to the humidity levels outside. "Espresso is so rarely done right in America," he says, 
"which is why we treat it like people do in other countries— like the gourmet drink that it is." The free wireless Internet access, 
monthly art exhibits, and regular evening entertainment wouldn't be the same without a demitasse of Pantoja's espresso. 
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Orchids, those dewy divas, occupy a spe- 
cial niche somewhere between pets and 
furniture. Once in bud, they'll flower flaw- 
lessly for weeks, even in a dark room. It's 
trying to get them in bud again that turns 
them temperamental. Before you shop, 
then, it helps to understand whether yoi. 
want something to nurture or just admire. 
For non-gardeners who dream of tropical 
terraces, Orchids de Oro will not only de- 
sign one and install unusual Malaysian va- 
rieties and a stone lion, but maintain the 
planting as well. Their showroom is a Cul- 
ver City Eden. Prices, however, run high. 
Serious collectors will appreciate Dan- 
ziger's Orchids. Ned Danziger, who oper- 
ates a booth at the Hollywood Farmers 
Market, has been breeding and showing 
orchids for 45 years, and his four North- 
ridge greenhouses contain wonders, some 
of which he considers too rare to sell. 
Orchid Fever suits buyers of all persua- 
sions, and that's why we like it most of all. 
A waterfall mists the entryway. Beyond 
are separate rooms devoted to warm- and 
cool-temperature orchids, nearly all Cali- 
fornia grown: the mothlike Phalaenopsis; 
the midnight purple lady's slipper; a grass- 
leaved oddity with flowers the color of 
Angelyne's lips. More keep arriving in the 
shop's climate-controlled vans. The selec- 
tion here is vast and healthy, you get 
more flower spikes per dollar than at 
Trader Joe's, and the instruction sheets are 
so clear they make nurturing seem easy. 
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OUTDOOR 

BAR 

If were going lo drink outside in L.A., 
we want to experience L.A.. which is ex- 
actly what the rooftop bar at the Down- 
town Standard lets us do. At sunset, 
from the rooftop's edges, we can't spot 
a single landmark informing us that 
we're in L.A. Yet this could be no other 
place. With plastic cup in hand, we float 
13 stories up. surrounded by the re- 
flecting skin of 50-story buildings and a 
happy-hour crowd of MBAs, paralegals, 
Hollywood club kids, Eastside slackers, 
high-power attorneys, bike messengers, 
and city hall flacks. Its a panorama quick- 
ly working its way to landmark status. 




When Fido passes on to that dog 
park in the sky. you can cremate him 
or bury him-or you can take his 
body to Bischoff's Taxidermy for a 
more lasting tribute. Founded in 1922, 
this Burbank institution can handle 
just about any pet, from mice and 
hamsters ($375) to larger animals 
(they did Roy Rogers's Trigger in 
1965), as well as mount that ten- 
pound bucketmouth from Lake Okee- 
chobee. Cats and dogs cost from 
$1,000 to $3,400, depending on size 
and condition (the on-site taxider- 
mists recommend freezing immedi- 
ately for best results). Come in for 
an estimate or just to gawk, Bisch- 
off's does prop work for the nearby 
movie studios— Seafaiscuif was a re- 
cent project-and has a showroom 
that features 400 stuffed animals, in- 
cluding crocs, baboons, and bighorn 
sheep in various states of repose. 
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MAGIC SUPPLIES 



It's nice to know that if we are ever in the market for a 
$750 guillotine, Louis St. Pierre Jr. has one in stock. 
St. Pierre's shop, Hollywood Magic, has all the gadgets 
and gewgaws that prestidigitators yearn for: capes, 
wands, escape handcuffs, vanishing bottles, linking 
rings, and floating roses, as well as books and videos 
with titles like Encyclopedia of Cigarette Tricks and 
Learn to Levitate. Such top tricksters as David Cop- 
perfield, Ricky Jay, and David Blaine stop by the 57- 
year-old business, and because the guys who work 
here are also magicians, they often treat visitors to a 
little sleight of hand. Just don't ask, "How'd you do 
that?" To get in on the secret, you have to buy the trick. 





The three-mile leg of the 
old Mount Wilson Toll Road 
from Altadena to the 
tranquil Hennlnger Flats 
campgrounds Involves a 
healthy climb (with a vertical 
gain of 1,500 feet), but the 
trail is wide and smooth. 
Start early, bring some water 
(you can refill at any of the 
three campgrounds), and 
enjoy the sweeping views of 
the San Gabriel Valley. 

★ 




David L Abell Fine 
Pianos carries a range of 
distinguished instruments, 
from the classic Yamaha 
upright to a Bosendorfer 
grand that costs as much as 

three Hummers. The 
Ivy-covered store was bought 
by Keyboard Concepts in 
1999. but the staff has 
maintained Abell's 
commitment to quality and 
knowledgeable service. 

★ 




Garxdle 
Selection 

Whether we're looking 
for a $12 Red Flower votive 
the size of a Nyquil cap or a 
27-inch lavender Cerunavolta 
for $350, the Malibu Colony 

Co. is bound to stock it. 
The eclectic shop is stacked 
high with soy candles that 
neither smoke nor soot, 
every scent from spearmint 
to vanilla-jasmine-tabac, 
and all the big wicks in the 
world of wax. 
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Qabq Store 

There's a global village inside 
Kid'» Land U.S.A. Along with 
bedroom furniture and toys, 
the independent retailer 
features shoe and clothing 
departments seemingly 
airlifted from Paris and Milan; 
phalanxes of Italian, British, 

and Japanese-designed 
strollers; and a full inventory 
of newborn accoutrements, 
from automated breast 
pumps to Swedish-made 
bouncy seats. 
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i2.^. Summ,er 
Tlooel 



Fleur de Leigh's Life 
of Crime and Fleur de Leigh 
in Exile by Diane Leslie 
bring back dreamy, ditzy 
1950s Hollywood— redolent of 

grapefruit and Chanel 
No. 5- As teenage Fleur learns 
about life in her parents' 
Beverly Mills mansion (yes. 
Mom is seducing Nanny's 

boyfriend) and at a 
dysfunctional boarding 
school, she draws conclusions 
that are a sly mix of Doris Day 
and Jackie Collins. 
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fParklaq 
Qaraqe 

About the only place you can 
find free parking these days is 
on a Monopoly board. That's 
why we like the Westside 
Pavilion's open-access 
garage— no tickets, no booths, 

no bother. The layout is 
eccentric, but it's so small, you 
can't possibly forget where 
you left your car. 



ITALIAN RESTAURANT 



The Italian restaurant requires more than Italian food. 
Around the maypole of pastas and risottos fly the rib- 
bons of camaraderie and occasion, welcome and de- 
light. From neighborhood spots such as Angeli Caffe 
and II Grano to landmark destinations such as Valenti- 
no and Vincenti. an abundance of places achieve the 
right mix. Angelini Osteria, however, defines it. Gino 
Angelini's cooking has an understated brilliance and 
a discreet generosity that draw on his native Rimini 
to soulful effect. The clamor in the dining room cap- 
tures an atmosphere that is indelibly Italian. Wine 
flows, guanciate is savored, and conversation seems 
to never flag. The 7300 block of Beverly Boulevard 
rocks with a sense of pure abandon twice every day. 




GO-CART 

TRACK 

At Carson's Go Kart World, driving for fun is not 
an L.A. oxymoron. Built in the shadow of the 405 
freeway, the mini speed zone boasts six tijcks of 
varying shape, size, and intensity, providing the 
most callow youths a chance to exercise their in- 
ner driving demons (cell phone not included). You 
have to be at least three to ride the electric bug- 
gies, but even grown-ups zip around in the gas- 
fueled carts. Our favorite? The Super Track, which 
sports polished, double-decker lanes that send the 
abbreviated "NASCAR" carts sliding around the 
banked turns. Topping out at 28 mph, it may be the 
fastest we ll ever go along this stretch of the freeway 






HIP 

SNEAKERS 

"I'm a sneakerhead," says Ygal Aiche. "I 
grew up in Paris, and I was collecting 
shoes there since I was 13." Today Aiche 
co-owns Kicks: Sole Provider, a commer- 
cial shrine to the sneaker The Larchmont 
emporium certainly carries athletic shoes 
that people use for, say, athletics, but most 
of the space is devoted to the sneaker- 
as-fashion-accessory. Retro Asics, Nike 
Dunks from Europe, and New Balance from 
Japan fill the shelves. The shop customizes, 
too, painting on flowers or swirls or 
anything else a customer thinks up. Those 
with a serious sneaker jones will want to 
gaze at the collection of Air Jordans (m sev- 
eral styles) and other Nike dead stocl<. Ap- 
propriately enough, it's encased in glass. 
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L.A. has a hefty showing in the homegrown gourmet chocolates category. Bodega has a swell se- 
lection and is conveniently placed in the Grove. Intemperantia in the Palisades has a following, and 
See's is a staple rather than an indulgence for those of us who are carefree— or uncontrollable— 
when it comes to sugar and cholesterol. (For more responsible imbibers, Comparte's in Brent- 
wood makes a tasty low-cholesterol assortment of chocolates.) But our favorite box of choco- 
lates comes from a relative newcomer. Kristy Choo, an award-winning pastry chef from Singapore, 
opened the Asian-inspired Jin Patisserie last fall in Venice, and alongside her coffees, fine teas, 
and sophisticated sweets she sells an assortment of chocolates unlike any others we've tried. Made 
by hand in the back of the small shop (visitors sit in the garden), the diminutive square confections, 
covered in dark and milk chocolate, are filled with creamy ganache that has been delicately flavored 
with the likes of jasmine, lotus, ginger, mango, and kalamansi (an Asian lime): lemongrass, litchi, 
roasted black sesame, and passion fruit. Choo's shop was one of the first in the United States to 
sell the fancy Le Palais des The line and now uses essences of its teas in her chocolates as well. 
Handpick your selection and have it packed in a box, which can also be fashioned from chocolate. 
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Ask local artists where the best place to have a painting framed is, and they'll usually say OTA House or Don Francis, 
venerable establishments v^ith strong ties to the city's troika of powerhouse museums-. LACMA, MOCA, and the Get- 
ty. True, David Hockney put his imprimatur on Francis by designing the framer's logo, and OTA House's touch is 
crisp and precise. But ask the same artists— Ed Ruscha among them— where they take their canvases, and they II 
whisper Fourth Corner Conservation Framing (discretion is an art-world obsession— never give away trade secrets). 
No frame samples hang on the walls; no mattes are displayed. A few large, carpeted tables are the only furniture 
Todd Squires has put in his spartan shop since opening last October. The framed work is equally understated. Maple, 
walnut, poplar, and pine are the principal woods, shaped into plain rectangles and stained in naturalistic hues. 
Still less noticeable though more important: the moisture-free adhesives, the acid-free paper, the specially made 
"hinges" that hold a work away from all surfaces. The results are subtle. Pieces appear to float. "I love that people will 
be looking at my frame," says Squires, the son of a lithographer, "but I want them to look at the artwork even more. ' 
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STRING 

QUARTET 

"People expect the unexpected from us." 
says Steve Scharf, second violinist of the 
Armadillo String Quartet. Indeed, the 
ensemble is known as much for its non- 
classical approach to classical music as 
for its vibrant musicianship. Scharf, along 
with first violinist Barry Socher (also a 
first violinist with the Los Angeles Phil- 
harmonic), violist Raymond Tischer. and 
cellist Roger Lebow (since succeeded by 
Armen Ksajikian), formed the group in 
1980. A favorite of serious/satirical com- 
poser Peter Schickele, the Armadillos 
premiered a quartet by his alter ego, 
P.D.Q. Bach, at Carnegie Hall in 1999. 
More recently, they won acclaim with a 
spring Colburn School tribute to Charles 
Ives, but the foursome's not beyond 
dressing up as Mount Rushmore-or as 
women— for Halloween performances. 



CUPCAKES 

The cupcake is humble no more. Forget the rubbery 
confections with helmets of hard icing that came out 
of Easy-Bake Ovens or, swaddled in wax paper, from 
your Jetsons lunch box. Generations ahead of itself 
in the food-for-one category, this token of homespun 
Americana has come of age. and nobody knows it 
better than the kitchen at Joan's on Third. They've 
elevated its ingredients and have the good sense to 
do so without making it persnickety. Joan's choco- 
late cupcake is a vastly improved riff on the Hostess 
model-supermoist. iced with a fudgy ganache em- 
bellished with a white curlicue J (nice touch)-and 
has a burst of marshmallow cream filling. A vanilla 
version is coated with fresh coconut flakes. Mini cup- 
cakes are available, too— ideal for that shower or tea. 




In the time it takes our brethren to work through the 
queue at Rancho Park, we're already on the fourth 
hole at the par 3 Veterans Administration Golf 
Course in Brentwood. The short, hilly nine-hole is an 
unpolished jewel with small greens, phenomenal 
views of the Getty Center, and no crowds. Beginners 
can slice to their heart's content without the sort of 
pressure they'd experience at the city's heavily traf- 
ficked courses. Not only have the links lingered in ob- 
scurity since opening to the public seven years ago, 
but they offer unlimited play For eight bucks-col- 
lected in the Quonset hut that doubles as the start- 
er s shack— we can play as many rounds as we want. 
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Oiennel 

The Konnel Club LAX 
gets our vote. It caters to 
cats, dogs, and exotics with 

everything from basic 
accommodations to themed 

cottages with TVs and 
VCRs. The VIP suite comes 
with a 24'hour human 
companion, and options 
include bonus playtimes, 
swimming, and massage. The 
clincher? It's just a few 
minutes from the airport. 
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Telcicopc 
9torc 



With the Griffith 
Observatory closed until 
2006, you'll need your own 

glass to see Ptolemy's 
Cluster or Jupiter's Great 
Ped Spot. Scope City has 
telescopes for every budget 
and level of interest, from 
computerized Schmidt- 
Cassegrains to no-frills 
Newtonians. Better yet. just 
pick out a good pair of 
binoculars and a star map 
(the astronomical kind). 



GOLF SECRET 40 

In the time it takes our brethren to work through the J^i^ ' H 



Ueqan 
'Resiaurant 

With taco cheese cobbled 
together from rain forest 
cashews and sunflower 
seeds, peppered seiian 
standing in for Philly cheese 

steak, and blackened 
tempeh passing passably for 

a Reuben's corned beef. 
Native Foods In Westwood 
transports vegans back to 
their blessed if benighted 
carnivorous past. 
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ScrapUooklaq 
Supplies 

The enormous selection of 
paper, embellishments, 
stickers, and stamps at 
Scr I can jazz up the 

most mundane family photos, 
and there are evening classes 
to help novitiates tell a die-cut 

machine from a bone folder. 
Scrampers has so much stuff- 
including a small play area for 
kids— that the shop is 
expanding next door. 

★ 
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'Radio 
Sportj-*Talk 
Oloit 

For the sheepishly sports 
obsessed— those of us who can 
use "Mendoza Line" in a 
sentence yet know our brain 
cells could be put to better 
use— the guru is Tony Bruno, 
whose R-rated morning show 
on XTRA Sports (69O AM/llSO 

AM) is all "high jinks and 
tomfoolery." There are bigger 
names and louder mouths but 
nobody as literate or absurd. 

★ 
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fRockirxq 
GKairs 

The L.A. Rocking Chair Store 
might be bare bones and 
owner Robert Loscalzo's 
jokes— "I'm off my rocker!"— 
creaky, but this is the place 
for seating that moves, from 
handsome solid oak Kennedy 
rockers to Dutailier gliders, a 

favorite of new moms. 
Because moms can't be new 
forever, Loscaizo stocks 
children's models, too. 



BLOW 

OUT 

Those of us with curly hair know that a 
good blow out is hard to find. Some 
barely make the drive home without 
developing a case of the frizzies; oth- 
ers leave our hair so stiff, we can't wait 
to rinse it out. Then we went under the 
dryer with Natalia Bruschi at Fred 
Segal Beauty, and our skepticism disap- 
peared. After she's finished with them, 
those curls stay stick straight for a week. 
Bruschi's good company— she's warm 
and quick (30 to 40 minutes even for 
long, thick tresses) and listens to idio- 
syncratic requests. She's got secrets, too: 
Use a tiny round brush for the hairline, a 
touch of the flatiron midshaft only, and 
minimal products. Our hfeir feels just 
washed when we walk out the door. 




Suzan Mischer s Knit Cmfe may not offer 
as much yarn as some other stores, but 
in this case, less is more: The space is 
airy and homey, not at ail overwhelming. 
Mischer's got a following of adoring cus- 
tomers, many you'd recognize, who gath- 
er round the central table and in cushy 
chairs for stitch-and-bitch sessions while 
nibbling on complimentary cake. Misch- 
er, a former CBS executive, also holds 
classes (one for kids was recently added 
to the roster), but what really gets our 
needles clicking are the custom patterns 
she gives away. We answer a litany of 
questions about what we're aiming for: A 
sweater. Tight around the waist. With 
long sleeves. And a crew neck. Within 24 
hours— sometimes within minutes— a com- 
puter spits out a blueprint for success. 



GELATERIA 




Gelato was created with sultry climes like ours in mind, but 
some establishments that sell the Italian ice cream seem to 
have little of anything in mind beyond Foster's Freeze. In a 
blind taste test we sampled spoonfuls of vanilla from the city's 
most prominent gelaterias. Our favorite? The Gclato Caffe in 
West Hills. Smooth and soft and intense— but not too— owner 
Eli Golan's vanilla had an almost roasted finish where others 
were cloying or coconutty or left a sour aftertaste. It's au 
thentic enough for a hot date in Piazza Santa Maria but worl<s 
just as well for the kids from nearby El Camino Real. The 
recipe's a secret, something Golan picked jp in Italy. But don't 
stop at vanilla. They make 36 flavors on the premises each day 
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WAY TO 

FLY 



We're sure that having a pilot's license is grand, but get- ' 
ting one seems so, well, invo/ved— the trips to the air- 
port, the exams, and all those hours spent sealed in 
the sort of wobbly craft that's always slamming into 

neighborhoods. With Air Combat U.S.A., we sat through a 6o-minute lecture before we 
were at the controls of a spunky German stunt plane, dogfighting 4,000 feet above the Pa- 
cific. Wearing a flight suit and playing pilot may sound ripe for World War II reenactors, but 
k's so much more than that. Guys who've flown for the military sit at the rear of both 
cockpits, guiding the planes until we're at a level altitude and buzzing toward the coastline. "You can take over now," our 
guide says, and we do, sending the wings tilting left, then right, then left again as we try to adjust to the joystick. Soon the 
bright sky that suffused our Plexiglas canopy vanishes; the tip of the plane barrels toward the dim patchwork of Palos 
Verdes Peninsula before we come out of the loop, firing our laser madly at the construction contractor in the other plane. 
\ A cord of smoke unspools from his fuselage, and it's all caught on three video cameras. By the time we touch down at 
Fullerton Municipal Airport we are soaked with sweat and feeling altogether top gun. Mission accomplished, indeed. 
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SUMMER 

HATS 



Sunblock may be noble, but when the 
occasion calls for a little Sophia Loren 
charm, no amount of SPF can compare 
to the shady charisma of a bonnet. 

With its overstocked hallway of floppy linen caps and canvas bucket 
styles, Fred Segal Mats in Santa Monica is a dependable source of hap- 
pening chapeaus, but for the most comprehensive collection Los An- 
geles has to offer, Hollywood Hatters gets our vote. Sal Rovero opened 
the unpretentious shop along Melrose two years ago. "I first started selling to the Sunday-church and Saturday-syna- 
gogue crowd because there was a need for fancy dress hats," Rovero says. Since then he's provided head coverage for 
the tours of Christina Aguilera, Janet Jackson, and Madonna, as well as for Steven Spielberg's latest movie. The Ter- 
minal. The room is filled with teetering columns of hats to suit just about every occasion— stingy-brimmed fedoras, 
straw Panamas, cotton newsboys, motorcycle caps, classic porkpies. "Some hats are always in fashion, and other 
styles come and go, " he says, "but we'll carry them all. " In the off chance it's not in stock, Rovero will special-order. 
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LATE-NIGHT HENU 




It's after midnight; we're out and feeling hungry. Yes. we can 
have the rolled tacos at Benito's or a bowl of miso soup at the 
Downtown Standard, but sometimes at that hour we need 
more than mere sustenance. That's when the best choice is 
The Kitchen, a modest place on Sunset and Fountain where 
the interior is gutted-chic and the menu is quirky. The goat 
cheese latkes with applesauce are improbable: the meat loaf 
represents security itself A sense of companionship envelops 
a group of friends passing around beef stew made with dark 
Belgian-style beer But it's the restaurant's large windows 
that add the nocturnal touch. Outside a limousine and a U- 
Haul nose down Sunset: inside the busboy tops off our cup. 



■ 




BIRDS 

If there's such a thing as a bird boutique, 
Omar's Exotic Birds in West Hollywood is 
It. The store's immaculate interior show- 
cases a menagerie of colorful divas, which 
preen In the open air on circular perches 
designed by proprietor Omar Gonzalez. 
The birds seem content, and they come 
with their hatch date, a money-back health 
guarantee, and free grooming for life. 
There's a wall of toys that's absurdly 
large, and the bins of birdseed and 
treats— Omar's own recipes— look like 
they were trucked in from Whole Foods. 
The store also provides a boarding service. 
Camp Omar, where homesick birds can 
listen to jungle sounds and watch cartoons. 



JEWELRY 

REPAIR 

whether Grandma's emerald and diamond ring 
needs new prongs or the clasp on that everyday 
necklace has snapped, we entrust our jewelry to 
Altobelll Jewelers. Third-generation jeweler Cos- 
mo Altobelli started his apprenticeship at age six. 
and he opened the shop with his parents in 1948. 
His three jewelers have a combined six decades of 
experience and perform repairs with everything 
from mini torches to laser solders to their bare 
hands. "Anything we do, you wouldn't be able to tell 
that something has been done." Altobelli says. If they 
don't have the right tool, he adds, they'll make it. 
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Offbeat 
Quldle to 



Nothing rivals the 
Southern California edition 
of Tours for Free California 

when it comes to good, 
miserly fun. Attractions range 
from the familiar (the Getty) 
to the offbeat (the Chapalita 

Tortilleria) to the obscure 
(the Drum Barracks Civil War 
Museum, home to 19th- 
century guns and gadgets), 
with lots of wonderful trivia 
sandwiched in between. 
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Goitumei 

When we have a hankering to 

dress like a giant corncob, 
Mollywood Toys & Costumes 
is the place we go. Phony 
eyebrow rings, prosthetic 
scars, mullet wigs-the floor 
is filled with getups and 

accoutrements for 
masqueraders big, small, 
clever, and crass. The shop's 
wares are good enough to 
pass muster with the movie 
studios and local theater 
groups that use them. 

★ 
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•Pedicure 

Genia Gregorian, at the 
Four Seasons spa in Beverly 
Mills, counts politicos, royalty, 
and humbler soles among 
her clients, many of whom 

forgo color for a clear 
polish or buff— that's how 
impressive her clipper, 
file, and pumice work is. 
Sit in a luxe reclining chair in 
a sunny room at the spa 
or get the treatment in a 
poolside cabana. 
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9ark 

Santa Monica's Douglas Park is 
that rarity In these parts: a 
public green that offers 
something for every age group. 
Tots can wrestle gravity in the 
creatively equipped 
playground while boomers 
volley in the pair of tennis 
courts and their parents lawn 
bowl. A large cement oval- 
beloved by budding skaters 
and cyclists— features hand- 
activated fountains for cooling 
off, and a stream sluices into a 
water garden where people 
can practice casting flies. 

★ 
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Gookiuare 

We haven't found anyone 
more devoted to combing the 
earth for the ultimate In 
kitchen gear than Jing Tto, 
owner of Lc Sanctuaire. 
Mis small space Is filled with 
the cream of the crop: French 
copper pots, Cristofle glasses, 
linen chef's wear, and 
the finest olive oils, rices, 
and pastas. 

★ 
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GUmUlaq 

Forget meditation. When we 
reaily want to quiet our minds, 

we head for Rockreation, 
the indoor climbing gym where 
your search for the next 
toehold requires a focus 
that most mantras can't 
summon. With 10,000 square 

feet of sculpted climbing 
terrain, this place offers 23- 
foot ascents, gravity-defying 
bouldering routes, and great 
traversing. Personal instruction, 
classes, and kids' activities 
are available. 



SKI EQUIPMENT 



Sure, Ski N«t Sports sells high-end technical skis and 
accessories, but it's the feet that owner Claude Swonger 
is fanatical about. He knows that great equipment isn't 
worth a damn if your boots don't fit right. Swonger has 
been making ski boot orthotics for 25 years and is so 
particular, his employees can't do a fitting themselves 
until they complete a two-year apprenticeship with him. 
He closely surveys the foot and the range of motion in 
the ankle and then, after a boot's been selected, creates 
a cast of the foot for the orthotic. "Nobody has a foot 
exactly like yours, so every boot fit should be a custom 
boot fit." says Swonger, who counts former world 
champion freestyle skier Bob Salerno among his clients. 




Large? Small? Demure? Wild? Under 
G's has got it covered, but just barely. 
The lingerie shop caters to all types with 
a full complement of intimate apparel 
from Europe's most desirable labels. 
La PerIa lace bodysuits, Aubade silk 
panties with drawstring closures, Nina 
Ricci mesh bras, and paper-thin cotton 
tank tops from Hanro are natural 
choices for comfortable yet sexy un- 
derpinnings. For extra support, there's 
La Perla's more modest (and moder- 
ately priced) line, Occhi Verdi, with 
bras in bubble gum pink, black, and 
white. They've got the whole Cosabel- 
la collection, too-thongs, panties, 
camisoles, and night dresses. Meow. 





ANTIQUE 
WATCHES 

In a digital world, Hooshmand Antique 

Watches remains refreshingly windup. 
Hooshmand Talasazan moved his business 
from Tehran to the Antiquarius mall in 
West Hollywood six years ago, and the 
new store— now owned by his daughter, 
Nelly— is stocked with much of the exqui- 
site inventory he accumulated while cater- 
ing to a timepiece-obsessed Iranian clien- 
tele over the two previous decades: 
50-year-old unused Elgins with their gold 
foil tags still hanging from them, Invictas 
and junior Pierce chronographs and Telors 
asserting themselves among the Rolexes 
and Omegas. Hooshmand will obligingly 
pop off the backs of his watches, so that 
together you can marvel at the springs, 
wheels, and screws that make them tick. 
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BrlmcTi'TsTarely aBout closinga'cleal, open- 
ing an account, or leveraging a buyout. 
Most often, it's a lush celebration of lazi- 
ness with no agenda whatsoever on the 
table. That means the food, the setting, 
and the service are paramount. In our 
search for the ultimate experience we con- 
sidered the menu, the atmosphere, the 
horseradish quotient of the Bloody Marys, 
and the sprightliness of the mimosas. We 
were strict. Even so, this was a category 
with close runners-up. Saddle Peak Lodge 
in Calabasas has its stone patio and souffle 
pancakes. Mix in West Hollywood has that 
wraparound porch and elegant prix fixe 
menu, and any alfresco meal at the Motel 
Bel-Air feels like a tryst. But after much 
consideration and consumption, we give 
the winning nod to Jar. Suzanne Tracht's 
menu has scope without bloat: freshly 
baked sticky buns; lobster Benedict with 
poached eggs, char sui pork, pea tendrils, 
and lobster hollandaise; pot roast hash 
with two eggs, potatoes, and coffee gravy; 
as well as chilaquites named for Tracht's 
line cook, Eddy. There are pancakes, too, 
of course, along with French toast, granola, 
an omelette, and smoked salmon. The juice 
is fresh, the cocktails correct, and The New 
York Times and The National Enquirer are 
hanging at the bar. Thanks to the new own- 
er, Everybody Loves Raymond producer 
Phil Rosenthal, a victim of insufficient self- 
padding, there are also comfy chairs that 
will make you want to stay on until dunch. 
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With its buying power, SuperGo in Santa Monica is the 
place to get a good deal on a two-wheeler. We've fared 
well at Helen's Cycles, too, which got its start 68 years 
ago in Santa Monica before growing into a six-store 
chain. Then we went to l^'^^'- ^r-im ^ r -^lir- 

and realized what we've been missing. John Fries's Burbank shop is small, and it's tough finding anything cheaper than $750; 
most bikes are at least three times that. But rather than loading up on mass-produced bikes by Specialized and Trek as 
everybody else does. Fries concentrates on revered brands— Moots, Pinarello, Seven. Look— and tailors them to each cus- 
tomer. "We build from the frame up." says Fries. "We go through the whole selection with the customer and talk about 
their style of riding." Fitting sessions can be intense, and although the mechanics can get backed up with repairs, they're 
also considered unrivaled in the dying art of wheel rebuilding. Deciding between carbon fiber and titanium? Most shops 
will let you do a lap around the block to test a bike; Fries may point a customer to nearby Griffith Park to log iO or 15 miles. 
"I try to make sure you understand what it is you're buying, " he says. "I want customers to feel the bike underneath them." 
The paradox is that amid such solemnity we never detect even a hint of the snobbery that's flung around at other stores. 



BKES 
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RECORD 

STORE 

They've just added a goth section at Amoeba 
Music, giving the best record store In South- 
ern California a brand-new kohl-eyed pout. 
That's the only gloomy note in an otherwise 
eerily friendly place, where the clerks never 
try to make you feel stupid for wanting that 
England Dan & John Ford Coley greatest hits 
album. Half the staff are DJs, the other half 
musicians, and all are able to supply a smirk- 
free answer. In its three years Amoeba has 
become the indisputable kingpin in town, 
and It's growing In ways bigger than the goth 
section; The free live shows-the Eagles of 
Death Metal. Los Lobos, and Devendra Ban- 
hart all recently— just keep getting better. If 
this blob expands any further, it'll have 
to take over the Cinerama Dome next door. 




ART 

SUPPLIES 

Pens, paints, papers, and equipment are tucked 
Into every cranny of World Supply, a mainstay for 
artists, architects, and animators since 1970. An 
extensive book selection transcends the expect- 
ed Walter Foster how-to guides, and the staff go 
beyond the pale. Need to replace that discontin- 
ued sketching pen? They won't just track one 
down for you; they'll stock It as well. The incon- 
gruous assortment of jazz CDs isn't bad. either. 



CAIPIRINHA 




Made of muddled lime and sugar, crushed ice, and 
drenched with a sugarcane brandy called cachaca. the 
caipirinha is the Brazilian cousin of the majito. It's labor In- 
tensive to make and potent to drink— Menry Ford report- 
edly tried to outlaw cachaca at his Brazilian rubber out- 
posts because he thought his workers were losing focus. 
Caipirinha-savvy bars are a small subset In L.A., and some 
interpretations are laughably broad, so stick with the 
professionals. The RItz-Carlton In the Marina serves a 
fine version. Our top prize, however, goes to Ciudad. 
where bartender Victor muddles and mixes with the flu 
Idlty of a magician and gets the proportion of ice and 
cachaca just right. Word to the wise: Go heavy on the tip. 
It takes five minutes and hardy biceps to make one drink. 
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Every Saturday morning from 
9 to 11, the dusty hollows of 
the Arroyo Seco become 
Sherwood Forest as the 

P.isadpn.i Rovin» Archers 
teach beginners how to stand, 
draw, aim, release, and 
retrieve. Instruction is free, 
but get there by 8:15. because 
equipment is limited. 
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rBatk 
and Qodij 
9Kop 

Just looking at the colorful 
shelves of Palmetto makes us 

want to go home and get 
naked. Whether we yearn for 
$12 all-natural French milled 
soap or $75 luxurious bath oil, 
we know we can find it here. 
The shop carries soap and 
body wash in every fragrance 
imaginable and for every 
member of the family, 
including the dog. 

★ 
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9u)imsult} 



Turtle Beach Swtmwear takes 
the anxiety out of swimsuit 
shopping. Packs of itsy-bitsy 
bikinis and full-coverage one- 
pieces hang at the ready, but 
custom work is welcome, too. 
Brazilian bottoms, one-pieces 
with asymmetric cutouts, 

crocheted bikinis- 
name a style, pick a fabric 
(or bring your own), and 
get measured. In fact, if you 
have a favorite suit that 
has seen better days, you 
can bring it in for them 
to reproduce. 



iterial 



78 

fireplace 
*Jlx"ture4 



Eighty-three years in the 
business of selling log pokers, 

Paykel Fireplace Fixtures 
is comfortably crammed with 

Arts and Crafts screens, 
enamel-plated wood-burning 
stoves, stitched leather log 
holders, and the latest in 
"realistic flame technology." 
And like a lot of 83-year-olds, 
they have heaps of useful 
advice to offer. 
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TTlujeum 
QiftSkop 

Frustrated gift givers need 
look no further than the 
Japanc&c Amorican National 
Museum Store. Handmade 

tea bowls by celebrated 
ceramists share shelf space 

with daikon sprout seed 
packets, Teach Me Japanese 
CDs, sushi-shaped candles, 
green tea bubble bath, 
and sumo lunch boxes. A 
broad selection of books 
rounds out the mix. 

★ 
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IJoqa 
Glotkes 



Yoga is all about balance. 
Why not radiate that new 
inner light with reflective 
togs? Sacred Movement 
Yoga s boutique has a smart 
selection of Om Girl, Hard 
Tail, Shiva Shakti, Velvet, and 
other swell lines that range 
from hippie chic to subdued 

sophistication. There are 
plenty of cool and roomy togs 
for guys as well. 




LOCAL 

BEAUTY LINE 

There's an impressive crop of commercial bath 

and body products being mixed up in kitch- 
ens throughout the city. So we've sniffed, 
slathered, and bathed ourselves silly to find 
the all-around best performer. Kai has an in- 
toxicating gardenia scent, and Bath Petals 
looks gorgeous, but we go wild for Nyakio. Us- 
ing her Kenyan family recipes, Nyakio 
Kamoche blends natural ingredients and es- 
sential oils to come up with products like Cit- 
rus Moluccana Body Wash, Grapefruit Tarragon 
Body Creme, and— our favorite— Kenyan Cof- 
fee and Sugar Scrub, which left our skin impos- 
sibly soft. She got her start stirring batches 
in her downtown loft before the line was 
picked up by stores nationwide. Now Nyakio— 
it means "hardworking woman in the sun- 
siiine"— is int' odudng a perfume. We can't wait. 




KNIYES 

Nobody has been on L.A.'s cutting edge longer 
than Allen and Richard Wattenb«rg Their shop, 
Ross Cutlery & Sharpening Service, has been 
downtown in the landmark Bradbury Building for 
87 years, and Wattenbergs have owned and op- 
erated the place since 1964. Cooks relish the se- 
lection from renowned makers like J.A. Henck- 
els and P. Dick: handy outdoor types spend 
hours perusing the cabinets filled with thou- 
sands of penknives, pocketknives, buck knives, 
Swiss Army knives, and little key chain jobbies 
that cut through anything but weigh nothing. 
Most dramatic, however, are the collectibles: 
swords, daggers, and wicked-looking ceremonial 
knives that only a Klingon would know how to use. 




The malt is a moribund art form. At most 
places it's just a tablespoon of Carnation 
powder hastily mixed with milk, soft-serve 
ice cream, and the artificial flavor of your 
choice. It's a bad sign, for example, when a 
"chocolate" malt has a telltale line of choco- 
late syrup draped over the edge of the 
glass. The malt at Swingers has an in-your- 
face charm (a little like the waitresses) that 
does the genre proud, but the quintessence 
of maltitude can be found at only one place 
in L.A. County: Foftelman's Ice Cream Co., 
where more than 50 flavors of handmade 
ce cream (including chai tea) make any malt 
a lumpy paradise, a creamy rapture that 
never gets too rich down the homestretch. 
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DANCING 

Parents may be donning cargo shorts, and kids may be ripping their forebears CDs, but on the dance floor, theres still a gap- 
ing chasm between the generations. Nobody weaned on Slim Shady is going to move in quite the same way as someone 
who's survived the original onslaughts of prog, punk, disco, and new wave. Clubbers as young as 18 get more for their buck 
at Bang!, which takes over the Ruby on Saturdays. Local legends Jason Levitt and Joseph Brooks spin indie stuff like the 
Yeah Yeah Yeahs in one room; Chris B, who specializes in '60s mod and northern soul, reigns over another; in the back 
room Ali plays a funky mix of mash-ups and hip-hop. Generation X's top spot is Club Screwball, held Tuesday nights at the 
Parlour Club. The gorgeously cross-dressed DJ Prickle wields a wacky but highly danceable blend of vintage garage, Turk- 
ish hard rock, no-wave, '60s psychedelia, and Bollywood hits. Punk rock veterans like ex-Germs drummer Don Bolles 
sometimes guest on the turntables, esoteric videos flicker on the walls, and live performances range from cabaret 
chanteuses to underground bands to burlesque. For those of us more chronologically endowed. King King is the place to 
bust a move. The musicians' hangout draws a cool but unpretentious crowd with its live music. The house band, Sono-Lux, 
cooks up Afro-Cuban jazz that seriously sizzles, and with free salsa classes at 9 on Tuesdays, theres just no reason not to partake. 
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LIGHTING 



When we're hunting for the ideal light- 
ing accent, we squeeze into Ferra's on 
La Brea, where the chandeliers are as 
menacing as stalactites, or into Skank 
World, Linda Gershon's Beverly Boule- 
vard mecca of nnidcentury naodern, 
where an Isamu Noguchi lamp will set 
you back, but not all the way back into 
penury. When we're after something a 
bit more cool, a touch more sensuous, a 
tad more sleek and trim, our choice is 
Lampa ♦ Mdbler. From the floor (literal- 
ly) to the ceiling (naturally), there are 
lights made of plastic, linen, rosewood, 
satin nickel, and glass. Owner Diana 
Holmlund, a Stockholm native, imports 
most of her lamps from Italy and Spain 
"because the Italians are the best glass- 
blowers and the Spanish have the finest 
linen shades." Among our favorites are 
Claesson Koivisto Rune's "Bon-Bons," 
textured and sandblasted white plastic 
lights in the shape of Madame Bovary's 
favorite chocolates; they double as 
stools and are tough enough to be 
tossed from a 20-story building with- 
out breaking. More subdued— and 
fragile— are Roberto Pamino's hand- 
blown glass scroll lamps, in white and 
orange hanging or table versions. You 
want to stroke the glass and trace the 
simple, elegant curve. These opaque 
laminated gems glow softly, like al- 
abaster—a luminescence that will make 
any night, at table or in bed, unforget- 
table. That's task lighting nonpareil. 
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Some preschool gymnastics classes resemble 
the inside of a nuclear reactor, with roly-poly 
bodies bouncing off one another in blissful an- 
archy. At Broadway Gymnastics, a two-year- 
old can have a blast working through the ob- 
stacle courses and cooling down on the 
trampoline. What makes Burbank's Fun & Fit 
superlative, though, is the instruction of Mike 
Eschenbrenner. He captivates his young 
charges and does something we considered 
well nigh impossible: gets herds of two- and 
three-year-olds to quiet down, listen, and fol- 
low his lead. Fun & Fit holds classes for kids 
of all ages; Eschenbrenner's groups usually get 
the floor to themselves, however, which helps 
his students feel comfortable and focused. 



KIDS' 

GYNNASTICS 




PLACE FOR 

GAY 

UNIONS 



So you and your partner are ready to 
tie the knot. Can't make it to Vermont? 

A group wedding at the Abbey not 
quite the way you envisioned exchang- 
ing vows? Clad in full vestments, the 
clergy at All Saints Church in Pasade- 
na will bless the unions of gay and les- 
bian parishioners in stately and 
thoughtful style. A member of the 
Episcopal Diocese of Los Angeles, All 
Saints features a Gothic stone chapel 
built in 1889 as well as a lavish altar 
complete with full choir and string 
quartet. The celebration of your love 
and commitment may not be recog- 
nized in the eyes of the law, but it 
definitely feels like the real thing. 
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Z ARTIST 



The cosmic country music of Gram Parsons 
is alive and kicking in L.A. Its primary prac- 
titioner is reedy-voiced hipster Mike Stin- 
son, whose hard-rocking honky-tonk is rais- 
ing roofs and breaking hearts all over town, 
from the Scene in Glendale to the Cinema 
Bar in Culver City. His sound evokes Buck 
Owens's Bakersfield and Parsons's Joshua 
Tree. "Late Great Golden State." from his 
2002 debut. Jack of All Heartache, was 
covered by Dwight Yoakam and should be 
California's official anthem. "Tomorrow's 
Gonna Hurt," from Stinson's new album, ten- 
tatively titled The Last Fool at the Bar, shows 
there are more instant classics where that 
came from. Backed by the sublimely cool 
former X guitarist Tony Gilkyson, drummer 
Jason Moore, and bassist James Ashhurst. 
Stinson may not offer blood, but his rollick- 
ing sets have plenty of sweat and beers. 
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Qarbecue 
Equipment 

Gas may be America's favorite 
way to grill. But it doesn't 
produce barbecue— a 
celebration of meat, cooked 

low and slow, always with 
wood. Barbeques Galore may 
be a big chain, but with 
showrooms full of hickory 

chips, pecan rubs, and 
mesqurte briquettes, it still 
understands that the 
backyard cookout is as much a 
means as an end. 
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Maocllan's carries everything 
we might need (adapters, 
travel clocks, money belts, 

rain ponchos, mini 
coffeemakers) and probably 

won't need (full-body bug 
nets, disposable underwear) 
for that next adventure. They 
also have a large selection 
of wrinkle-free clothing and 
can find just the right rolling 
bag or inflatable pillow to 
ensure happy travels. 
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Qarden 
'Pottery 

On the sprawling grounds 
of North Hollywood's 
Jackalope, garden 
incarnations of Buddha, Saint 

Francis, and Indonesian 
totems coexist peacefully with 
Mexican chi'mineas, 
midcentury-modern slate 
fountains, and thousands of 

planters. A shack on the 
property also sells hot sauce 
and horse blankets. We're not 
sure why, but it works. 
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Voda. the Santa Monica 
vodka bar, has 100 bottles 
of cheer to choose from— rye 
or potato, domestic or 
imported. They skip the 
bottom tier, kicking off with 
the likes of Skyy and topping 
out with the Jewel of Russia, 
an 80 proof gem from the 
mother countf7. 
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7ced 
and 7ack 
Store 



At DaMoor's, you can 
choose from nine kinds of 
stall bedding and 24 kinds 

of grain as well as joint 
formula, stock tanks, barn 
carts, cute English riding 
Jackets, Cruel Girl jeans, and 
a selection of mucking and 
riding boots that rivals the 
shoe department at 
Nordstrom. The staff is 
novice-friendly, too. 
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TTlondan- 
TliqktfDmaer 

Restaurants, like theaters, 
are often dark on Mondays. 
Some, though, offer themes 
as enticement. Our favorite 
is Campanile's "Family 
Night." Chef Mark Peel 
creates a three-course prlx 

fixe menu ($35) that's 
unfussy, astutely seasonal, 
delicious, and leaves us free 
to make more important 
decisions: Will it be a 
Sancerre or a Riesling 
to start? 




CHILDREN'S 
BOOKSTORE 

The San Marino Toy and Book Shoppe is so stuffed with 
goodies that if you're in a hurry, you'd better ask for help, be- 
cause you could spend hours browsing Betty Takeuchi's trove 
of playtime classics. New owner Matthew Abramowitz has 
reenergized Storyopoiis, the upscale illustrators' gallery and 
bookstore on Robertson. Still, for kid-lit purists, it's hard to 
beat Sharon Hearn's Children's Book World. Hearn has an 
inventory of more than 75,000 titles, among them an impres 
sive number in oft-neglected categories like works for mid- 
dle readers and nonfiction. Customers cherish the ease with 
which the staff can find esoteric volumes and handle re- 
quests from three-year-olds such as "1 like animals. Help me 



COMIC 

COMEBACK 

His name may conjure borscht belt shtick, but 
Shelley Berman could not be hipper. Half a century 
after introducing his brand of neurotic and observa- 
tional humor to viewers of The Ed Sullivan Show, Ber- 
man has earned himself a gig as Larry David's father 
on TV's edgiest comedy. Curb Your Enthusiasm. At 78. 
he remains jittery and sly, profane and sentimental, still 
one of this town's most influential-and 
underappreciated— improvisationists. Students at USC 
have been availing themselves of his comic writing 
class for the past 19 years. For the rest of us, there's 
an occasional show at the Improv Olympic West, which 
recently honored Berman with a lifetime achieve- 
ment award. "You probably don't even know me, for 
God's sake," he told the considerably younger crowd. 





GUIDE TO 
CHINESE 

FOOD 

From Chaozhou cooking to Hong 
Kong-style coffeehouses, Carl Chu 
takes us on a tour of the local culinary 
scene in Finding Chinese Food in Los 
Angeles. His tireless navigation through 
the "paradisiacal sandlot " of the San 
Gabriel Valley is indispensable when 
we're scouting the strip malls of Alham- 
bra for hubei doupi and rock candy pork 
rump. Chu peppers his guide with illus- 
trated primers on the different regional 
cuisines and genres in the city, rnaking it 
easy to order with authority wherever 
the dim sum lady rolls past with her cart. 
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WEDDING 
GOWNS 



We've all been there, fixed on a hard church pew while 
a beaming bride floats down the aisle in what looks like 
a shiny doily. Even normally chic dressers seem to mis- 
take excess for exuberance in their wedding attire. The selection at 
R. Mine Bridal Couture walks the line between tradition and re- 
straint, with ivory-colored dresses by Oscar de la Renta, Amsale, 
Reem Acra, Elie Saab, and owner Armine Ohanessian. The smartest selection of gowns, however, is at Monique Lhuillier, 
in Beverly Hills. Lhuillier, who graduated from L.A.'s Fashion Institute, launched her bridal line in 1996, and she's made 
plenty of fans, including Jennifer Connelly, Holly Hunter, Megan Mullally, and Natalie Imbruglia (who wore an ivory V- 
neck creation at her nuptials). With white leather Minotti chairs and white cement floors, her minimalist store features 
evening wear along one wall, bridal dresses along the other, and a warm, accommodating staff who will gladly do rush 
alterations for fast-breaking weddings. Most important, though, is the elegance and sheer range of Lhuillier's designs. 
There are gowns with plunging lace necklines, gowns with white fur bolero jackets, gowns with silk bows cinched at the 
waist, gowns with halter necklines, and dozens of others— more than enough to outfit J.Lo for the next three years. 
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PERFUME 
COUNTER 

The allure of the perfume selection at Barneys 
Now York starts with the display-one stunning 
bottle after another whispering "Try me." Carthu 
• sia floats in square glass with a vintage spray 

pump (it dates back to l68l) not far from I Pro- 
fumi di Firenze, which recently debuted here 
with ten scents, and the collection by Serge 
Lutens, another new launch. Barneys is the 
place for those niche brands you won't find em- 
blazoned on billboards or wafting up from scent 
strips. Their latest exclusive: Susanne Lang's fra- 
grant wonders (mixed into a custom cocktail at the counter) started arriving last month. 
The assortment (dangerously close to the shoes) is enhanced by the people behind the 
glass: Each time we linger, someone gives us another tidbit of rarefied olfactory knowledge. 




PRENATAL 

YOGA CLASS 

Yogi/earth mother Pocki Graham knows just 
what her with-child students want: a not-too- 
strenuous workout that will keep joints limber 
and backaches at bay. Yoga Baby classes, held in 
a converted garage behind her home, are popu- 
lar among both the newly preggers and those 
about to pop. Graham, who has been teaching 
prenatal yoga for 15 years and developed the 
prenatal program for YogaWorks, demonstrates 
the poses, and she keeps cool water on hand, the 
room well ventilated, and Turns nearby for those 
inevitable bouts of heartburn. Did we mention the bathroom breaks? Classes end with a 
meditation in which students "look" into their wombs. "Tell your baby it's perfect the way it is," 
says Graham, 'that it doesn t need to change anything for you." Pregnancy never felt so good. 

THE BEST OF LA' 2004 Written and rtporttd by Tessa Benson, Anne Breza, Alice Calamm, Kathleen Clark. 

Margot Dougherty, Danny Feingotd, Benjamin Friedtand, Dave Gardetta, Pleasant Gehman, Greg Go/din, Andrew 
Harmon, flobert Ito, Jesse Kati, Joe Kimberling, Les/ee Komaiko, Pairic Kuh, Ed Leit>owiiz, Jason Levin, Kari Mozena. 
Chris Nichols, Tony Peyser, Howard Rodman, Erin Pottman, Matthew Segal, PJ Smith, Heather Somers, Ariel 
Swartley, Daphne Tanyol, Joshua Tompkins, Mary Trahan, Karen Wada, Amy Wallace, Wesla Weller, Jiyeon Voo 





WAY TO SPEND 

YOUR LAST 

DOLLAR 

If we were down to our last dollar, we'd de- 
posit it with the city's Cultural Affairs De- 
partment. The department provides financial 
support to local artists and arts organizations, 
runs community arts centers, and backs fes- 
tivals and other programs. In April its $11.8 
million budget— already one-tenth that of 
New York City— was slashed by almost 30 
percent. Mayor James Hahn originally in- 
tended to do away with the department al- 
together; now he wants to use a portion of 
the remaining budget to promote the major 
cultural institutions of Los Angeles— the Get- 
ty Center. Disney Hall, et al.— as tourist at- 
tractions. We're all for promoting the Phil- 
harmonic, but not at the expense of needier 
groups like the East West Players and indi- 
vidual artists who rely on assistance. At a 
time when L.A. has come into Its own as a 
leader in the arts, depriving that community 
of funding is shortsighted and (oolhardy. 



71 



For a portable index 
featuring the addresses and 
phone numbers of L.A.'s 
best, open the flap. 
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1. NEW BAR 

The Chalet 1630 Colorado Blvd.. 
Eagle Rock. 323-258-88O0 

2. HOT DOG 

Pink't 709 N. La Brea Ave.. Hollywood, 
323-93V4223 or www.pinkskolljrwood.coM 

3. VINTAGE BATHROOM FIXTURES 
Square Deal Plumbing Supply 

2302 E. Florence Ave.. Huntington 
Park. 323-587-8291 

4. BOARD SHORTS 

Hydro Lab 1140 Abbot Kinney Blvd.. 
Venice. 310-450-7221 

5. ATTACH^ CASES 
H. Savinar Luggage 

4625 W. Washington Blvd.. 323-938- 
2501. Also at 6931 Topanga Canyon 
Blvd.. Canoga Park. 8i8-703-i3i3 

6. HOME THEATER INSTALLER 
Lee Entertaininent 

1190 S. La Brea Ave.. 323-9357520 

7. GIFT BASKETS Star Treatment 

800-444-9059 or www.itirtrtataitnt.com 

0. SOUL FOOD Flotsie't Healthy 
Home Cooking 3566 Redondo Beach 
Blvd.. Torrance. 310-352-4037 



9. THREADING 
Cnessa Aromatherapy 

8012 Va Melrose Ave., 323-655-5950 
or www.tntsM.com 

10. BED LINENS Statements 

8371 Melrose Ave., 323-655-4521 

11. GOURMET CAFETERIA Lemon 
Moon 12200 W. Olympic Blvd., West 
L.A.. 310-442-9191 or www.ltmonmoon.coin 

12. BALLOON SCULPTOR 
John Bucknar 818-613-2524 

13. SODA Galco's Soda Pop Stop 

5702 York Blvd.. Highland Park. 323- 
255-7115 or www.todipopitop.com 

14. SWIMMING POOL Santa Monica 
Swim Center 2225 16th St . 

Santa Monica. 310-458-8700 
or www.iwim.santi'monlca.org 

15. SALAD 

Jaan Raffles LErmitage 

9291 Burton Way, Beverly Hills. 

310-278-3344 or www.jaanrtstaurant.com 

16. FURNITURE RESTORATION 
Clatiic Deiign 19771 Magellan Dr.. 
Torrance, 310-324-1600 or 
www.classlcdtsignla.coia 



17. ROASTED CHICKEN 

Lola's 14851 Victory Blvd.. Van Nuys. 

818-988-2181 

IB. FOOT MASSAGE Elixir Tonics & 

Teas 8612 Melrose Ave., West Holly- 
wood, 310-657-9310 or www.tliiir.ntl 

19. CLOTHING REWEAYER 
Toshi's Reweaving 427 N. Canon Dr.. 
Ste. 201. Beverly Hills. 310-274-3468 

20. VACUUM CLEANERS 
Brentwood Vacuum & Sewing Co. 

149 S. Barrington PI.. Brentwood. 
310-471-5866 

21. SOUL-FUNK BAND The Toledo 
Show 1432 4th St.. Santa Monica, 
310-395-1676 or www.karvtllts.com 

22. DOC-SAFETY CLASSES 
Rattlesnake Avoidance Training Clinic 
909-735-3251 or www.patrickcallafkan.coffl 

23. KIDS- SHOES 

For Kids Only 746 N. Fairfax Ave.. 
323-650-4885. Also at 18155 Ventura 
Blvd.. Tarzana. 818-708-9543 

24. COMIC BOOKS MeHdown 

7522 Sunset Blvd.. Hollywood. 
323-851-7223 or wwv.ntltcomics.com 



25. KARAOKE Brass Monkey 659 S. 

Mariposa Ave.. 213-381-7047 

26. CHURCH CHOIR 

Saint Sophia Greek Orthodox 
Cathedral 1324 S. Normandie Ave.. 
323-737-2424 or www.slsopkia.org 

27. FIRST-DATE RESTAURANT 

A.O.C. 8022 W. 3rd St, 323-653-6359 

2a. ESPRESSO 

Sabor y Cultura 5625 Hollywood 
Blvd.. Hollywood. 323-466-0481 or 
tsprtssonicultura.con 

29. ORCHIDS Orchid Fever 10242 
Culver Blvd.. Culver City. 310-559-6599 

30. OUTDOOR BAR Downtown 
Standard 550 S. Flower St.. 
213-892-8080 or www.slanilardkoltl.com 

31. TAXIDERMIST Bischoff' s I 

Taxidermy 54 E. Magnolia Blvd., Bur- 
bank, 818-843-7561 or www.bisckoHs.ntl 

32. MAGIC SUPPLIES 
Hollywood Magic 6614 Hollywood 
Blvd., Hollywood, 323-464-5610 

33. EASY HIKE 

Mt. Wilson Toll Rd. Driving north on 
Allen Ave. in Pasadena, turn right on 
Pinecrest Dr. and continue for about 
2 blocks. Toll Rd. is on your left 

34. PIANOS 

David L. Abell Fine Pianos 8162 

Beverly Blvd.. 323-651-3060 

35. CANDLE SELECTION 
Malibu Colony Co. 

Malibu Country Mart. 3835 Cross 
Creek Rd.. Ste. 8. Malibu. 310-317-0177 

36. BABY STORE Kid's Land U.S.A. 

3807 Wilshire Blvd.. 213-487-9090 

37 L.A. SUMMER NOVEL 

Fleur de Leig/i's Life of Crime 
and Pfeur de Leigh in Exile 

by Diane Leslie (Simon & Schuster) 

3S. PARKING GARAGE 
Westside Pavilion 10800 W. Pico 
Blvd.. West L.A. 

39. ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
Angelini Osteria 

7313 Beverly Blvd.. 323-297-0070 

40. GO-CART TRACK 
Go Kart World 

21830 Recreation Rd.. Carson. 310- 
834-3700 or www.gokartworld.con 

41. HIP SNEAKERS 
Kicks: Sole Provider 143 N. 

Larchmont Blvd.. 323-468-9794 
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42. CHOCOLATES 
Jin Pali»erie 

1202 Abbot Kinney Blvd.. Venice. 
310-399-8801 or www.jlnpatlsicrit.coni 

43. FRAHER 

Fourth Corner Conservation 
Framing 1746A Berkeley St., 
Santa Monica. 310-998-9266 

44. STRING QUARTET 
Armadillo String Quartet 

510-446-6358 or >rmadillo4^«ol.coni 

45. CUPCAKES 

Joan'i on Third 8350 W. 3rd St.. 
523-655-2285 or www.joansontliird.coM 

46. GOLF SECRET 

Veterans Administration Golf Course 

11301 Wilshire Blvd.. Brentwood, 
310-268-3205. Enter from Bonsall Ave., 
heading north until it dead-ends at 
MacArthur Ave. Turn right and drive 
to parking lot 

47. KENNEL 

Kennel Club LAX 5325 V\/. 102nd St., 
310-338-9166 or www.lttnntlclublax.com 

46. TELESCOPE STORE 

Scope City 14324 Ventura Blvd., 
Sherman Oaks, 818-789-5805. For 
other locations, visit www,scopcclty.com 

49. VEGAN RESTAURANT 
Native Foods IIIOV; Gayley Ave., 
Westwcod, 310-209-1055 or 
www.nativtfoods.coni 

50. SCRAPBOOKING SUPPLIES 
Scrampers 3754 Sepulveda Blvd., 
Torrance, 310-375-3454 

51. RADIO SPORTS-TALK HOST 
Tony Bruno XTRA Sports 

(690 AM/1150 AM) 

52. ROCKING CHAIRS 
L.A. Rocking Chair Store 

304 S. La Brea Ave., 323-937-7858 or 
www.larocklngchair.com 

53. BLOW OUT 

Natalia Brutchi Fred Segal Beauty 
420 Broadway, Santa Monica, 
310-451-5155 or www.frcdstgatbtauty.com 

54. KNITTING SUPPLIES 

Knit Cafe 8441 Melrose Ave.. 
523 658-5648 or www.linilcafe.coni 

55. GELATERIA Gelalo Caffe 64011 
Platt Ave.. West Hills, 818-547-3737 

56. WAV TO FLY 
Air Combat U.S.A. 

Fullerton Municipal Airport, 230 N. 
Dale PI., Fullerton, 8OO-522-7590 or 
www.airconibatasa.com 



57. SUMMER HATS 

Hollywood Hatters 6915 Melrose Ave., 
Hollywood. 323-525-1912 or 
www.hollywoodhatttrs.com 

58. LATE-NIGHT MENU 

The Kitchen 4348 Fountain Ave., 
Silver Lake, 323-664-FOOD 

59. PET BIRDS 

Omar's Exotic Birds 8729 Santa 
Monica Blvd.. VVest Hollywood. 
510-659-6552 or 
www.omarstiotlcblrds.com 

60. JEWELRY REPAIR 
Altobelli Jewelers 

4419 Lankershim Blvd., Toluca Lake, 
818-765-5151 or www.allobtlli.com 

61. OFFBEAT GUIDE TO L.A. 
Southern California edition of 
Tours for Free California 

by Jodi Jill (BentLighl Media) 

62. COSTUMES 

Hollywood Toys & Costumes 6600 
Hollywood Blvd.. Hollywood. 525-464- 
4444 or www.boilywoodtoys.com 

63. PEDICURE 

Genia Gregorian Four Seasons Hotel, 
500 S. Doheny Dr., Beverly Hills. 
310-273-2222 or www.fourstasons.CQm 

64. PARK Douglas Park 

Wilshire Blvd. at 25th St.. Santa Monica 

65. COOKWARE 

Le Sanctuaire 2710 Main St., Santa 
Monica, 310-58I-8999 

66. INDOOR ROCK CLIMBING 

Rockreation 11866 La Grange Ave., 
West L.A.. 310 2077199 or 
www.rockrtation.com 

67. SKI EQUIPMENT 
Ski Net Sports 

11378 Ventura Blvd., Studio City, 
818-505-1294 or www.skinetsports,com 

68. LINGERIE 

Under G's 417 N. Bedford Dr., Beverly 
Hills. 310-273-9333. Also at 23410 Civic 
Center Way, Malibu, 310-456 0556 

69. ANTIQUE WATCHES 
Hooshmand Antique Watches 

Antiquarius, 884O Beverly Blvd.. 

Ste. 55, West Hollywood, 
310-2850352 

70. BRUNCH Jar 8225 Beverly Blvd., 
323-655-6566 or www.thtjar.com 

71. BIKES 

Bicycle John's Serious Cycling 

1038 N. Hollywood Way, Burbank, 
818-848-8330 or www.bicycltJohns.com 



72. RECORD STORE 
Amoeba Music 

6400 W, Sunset Blvd., Hollywood 
323-245-6400 or www.amotbamusic.con 

73. ART SUPPLIES 

World Supply 3425 W. Cahuenga 
Blvd.. Hollywood. 323-8511350 or 
www.worldsupply.org 

74. CAIPIRINHA 

Ciudad 445 S. Figueroa St.. 
215-486-5171 or www.ciudad-la.com 

75. ARCHERY LESSONS 
Pasadena Roving Archers Brookside 
Park. 360 N, Arroyo Blvd.. Pasadena. 626- 
4477600 or www.rovingarchtrs.com. From 
parking lot. cross footbridge to range 

76. BATH & BODY SHOP 

Palmetto 1034 Montana Ave.. 
Santa Monica, 510-395-6687. 
Also at 8321 W. 3rd St., 323-653-2470 
or www,palmttto.us 

77. SWIMSUITS 
Turtle Beach Swimwear 

320 N. La Cienega Blvd.. 310-652-6059 
or www.turtltbeachswim.com 

7S. FIREPLACE FIXTURES 
Paykel Fireplace Fixtures 1820 
Broadway. Santa Monica. 310-315-9310 
or www.payktl.coffl 

79. MUSEUM GIFT SHOP 
Japanese American National Museum 
Store 369 E. 1st St.. 2I3-830-5685 or 
www.janmstort.org 

SO. YOGA CLOTHES 
Sacred Movement Center for Yoga 
and Healing 245 S. Main St.. Venice. 
310-450-7676 or www.sacrtdmovemtnl.com 

81. LOCAL BEAUTY LINE 
Nyakio 213-747-8067 or www.nyakio.com 

82. KNIVES 

Ross Cutlery & Sharpening Service 

310 S. Broadway. 213-626-1897 

83. MALT 

Fosselman's Ice Cream Co. 1824 W. 
Main St.. Alhambra. 626-282-6533 

84. DANCING 

Bang! The Puby, 7070 Hollywood 
Blvd.. Hollywood. 323-467-7070 or 
www.clubbang.ntt. Club Screwball 
The Parlour Club. 7702 Santa Monica 
Blvd.. West Hollywood. 323-650-7968 
or www.lhtparlourclub.com. King King 
6555 Hollywood Blvd.. Hollywood. 323- 
960-5765 or www.kingkinghollywood.com 

85. LIGHTING 

Lampa • Mobler 8317 Beverly Blvd.. 
323-852-1542 or www.lampamobltr.com 



86. KIDS' GYMNASTICS 

Fun & Fit Gymnastics 1919 W. Burbank 
Blvd., Burbank. 818 845-0700, 
Also at 21021 Soledad Canyon Rd.. 
Santa Clarita, 661-255-7244 or 
www.funandfil.com 

87. PLACE FOR GAY UNIONS 

All Saints Church 

132 N. Euclid Ave.. Pasadena. 
626-796-1172 or www,allsaintS'pas,org 

88. COUNTRY-WESTERN ARTIST 
Mike Stinson www.miktstinson.ntt 

89. BARBECUE EQUIPMENT 
Barbeques Galore For locations, call 
800-752-3085 or visit www.bbqgalort.com 

90. TRAVEL STORE 
Magellan's 1006 Wilshire Blvd., 
Santa Monica, 310-394-9417 

91. GARDEN POTTERY Jackalope 

10726 Burbank Blvd.. North Hollywood, 
818-761-4022 or www.jackalopt.com 

92. VODKA MENU Voda 1449 2nd St., 
Santa Monica. 510-594 9774 

93. FEED AND TACK STORE 

DaMoor's 1552 Riverside Dr.. Glendale, 
800 422 TACK 

94. MONDAY-NIGHT DINNER 

Campanile 624 S. La Brea Ave.. 
323-938 1447 or 
www.campanlltrtstaurant.com 

95. CHILDREN'S BOOKSTORE 
Children's Book World 10580 /? 

W. Pico Blvd.. West L.A.. 310-559-2665 
or www.childrensbookworld.com 

96. COMIC COIHEBACK 

Shelley Berman www.shelleyberman.com 

97. GUIDE TO CHINESE FOOD 

Finding Chinese Food in Los Angefes: 
A Guide to Regionaf Chinese 
Cuisines by Carl Chu (Crossbridge 
Publishing Co.) 

98. WEDDING GOWNS 
Monique Lhuillier 9609 S. Santa 
Monica Blvd.. Beverly Hills. 310-55O- 
3388 or www.moniquelhuilller.com 

99. PERFUME COUNTER 
Barneys New York 9570 Wilshire 
Blvd.. Beverly Hills. 310-276-4400 or 
www.barneys.com 

100. PRENATAL YOGA 
Yoga Baby 310-306-9381 

101. LAST DOLLAR 
Los Angeles Department 

of Cultural Affairs 213-473-7700 or 

www.cullurela.org 
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THE GROVE SUMMER CONCERT SERIES 



THE 
GROVE 



BIG NAMES 

LIVE PERFORMANCES. 

Join us this summer for o series of 
concerts featuring remorkoble recording 
artists designed to please your ear, 
move your feet, and soothe your spirit. 
Only in L.A. And only at The Grove. 

The concerts are free, every 
Wednesday night in August, 
by the Fountain at the heart of 
The Grove, starting at 7:00 p.m. 

For odditionol informotion or dining 
reservations please call The Grove 
Concierge at 323-900-8080. 




odufffi by: Mart Sro^don of N2U 

Creolive Mailteling Croup and ^ 
. fifucet^erling of tctiventertoinment Inffi 



w twu/o/k/eyd/ 

0/U/t/ vo/wd/1 

For over twenty five years da Vinci Studios 
has created some of the entertainment 
Industry's greatest smiles. Now we're 
also creating smiles for the most widely 
watched makeover shows on television. 
If you're thinking about an extreme or 
not so extreme smile makeover, please call 
da VIncI Studios for a referral from our national 
network of da Vinci cosmetic dental partners. 

Make sure your veneers 
are authentic da vinci veneers ! 




800.655.7550 
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da vinci veneers 

by da Vinci Studios 

WWW. davinciveneers.com 




GREEN party: A salad 
is sprinkled with 
black sesame seeds 
and lopped with 
shredded fried taro 




MicKelias subtle cuisine reflects chef Kimmy Tangs 
Vietnamese childhood by Patric Kuh 



KIMMY TANG REMEMBERS aftcrnoon tea at 
the Hotel Rex in central Saigon. When she 
was a child her parents would take her there 
on special occasions. The ceilings were 
high, the fans always turning, and because 
ot'the French influence in Vietnam, a crois- 
sant might be found among the pastries. 
Though the glass teapots that dot the ta- 
bles at 'lang's small 3rd .Street dining room 
are not quite an attempt to re-create such 



a scene, they do indicate the extent to 
which her restaurant, Michelia, is suffused 
with the spirit of her past. 

Tang names two dates in her 
life as being particularly impor- 
tant. The first is March 26, 1986, 
the day she arrived in the United States. 
Sponsored by an uncle in Bakersfield, she 
spent years working there while she learned 
English. Even then she saw herself as some- 



HICHELIA 

873B W. 3rd Street 
370-276-8288 



thing of a culinary ground- 
breaker; she ordered fish sauce 
to stock in the market she 
helped manage. The second 
date is June 22, 2001, the day 
she opened her own restaurant 
in L.A. She toyed with generic 
Asian names such as Lemon- 
grass and Bamboo before set- 
tling on Michelia, for a tree 
whose flowers have a sweet 
smell that pervades Vietnam's 
parks and streets. She found 
one growing in a San Gabriel 
nursery, and it stands by her 
restaurant's entrance. 

Michelia is across from the 
Unocal station on the last com- 
mercial block of 3rd Street be- 
fore it enters a neighborhood 
of apartment buildings and 
shad)' jacaranda trees in Beverly 
Hills. Outside are a few tables 
on a little terrace. The interior 
combines earth-toned suede 
upholstery, one of those stone 
walls of water, and a small 
stained-wood counter behind 
which many teas are made. 
One only has to spot Tang, a 
small figure who might rush out of the 
kitchen in bonnet and sneakers between or- 
ders to check on her diners, to understand 
that this is a restaurant wholly built aroimd 
her personality and her vision of food. 

Fusion cooking has gotten a bad rap, de- 
servedly so, as it's now a term that sanctions 
any combination of ingredients. Tang steers 
away from the category and calls her cui- 
sine "nouvelle Vietnamese," allowing her- 
self a certain leeway 

Hers is a delicate cuisine that has adapt- 
ed the cooking of Vietnam by drawing ujjon 
influences from several neighbor- 
ing countries and yet denaturing 
none. Spiciness is toned down, fat 
content lowered, sweetness ad- 
justed, and many dishes are transformed by 
the use of light coconut juice instead of co- 
conut milk. But what has made me return 
to Michelia recently is Tang's ability to 
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Please Enjoy Asohi Beer Responsibly. 

Imponed by AsaM Beer U.SA, Inc., Torrance, CA Source: Impact IntemaUonal, 2003 
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achieve a sense of complexity while high- 
lighting particular flavors. A lunchtime ap- 
petizer of deep-fried tofu cubes crusted 
with black and white sesame seeds captures 
this contradiction. The textures of the 
crisjjed outside and trembling inside play off 
each other; the seeds, hot from the fryer, 
impart a rounded, toasted, and wholly satis- 
fting note. The cubes quiver, they beckon, 
and they are quickly gone. 

At S8.95 the five-minicourse lunch spe- 
cial is the best deal in the entire neighbor- 
hood. The stir-frys are great stir-frys, not 
the contents of a fridge tossed in a wok, 
like so many lunchtime specials. One of 
the entrees that I particularly like is the 
bento box with />rf«/feo-breaded crispy sole 
served with a roe-colored mayonnaise i 
spiked with fiery chili paste. 

At dinner the Asian latitudes are ex- 
plored to full effect. This is the time to start 
with the wide selection of fried rolls, 
steamed dumplings, and seared potstickers 
that are rolled as neatly as bed comers at a 
Mandarin Hotel and rushed from the 
kitchen hot. Of these I find the Saigon rolls 
to be the best. First it's the translucence of 
the soft rice wraps, then it's the crunch of 
the strands of jicama, cucumber, black 
mushrooms, and shredded carrots packed as 
tightly as wires in a DSL cable. Finally, it's 
the flavor burst of the shrimp sauteed with 
lime leaves, chili, and ginger. 

Entrees come in a flurry of basil and 
plum sauce. The ingredients are varied, and 
so are the techniques. Sea bass is delicately 
steamed in a banana leaf Salmon is marinat- 
ed in star anise, lemongrass, honey, and lime 
and then panfried. The subtlety of this dish 
and its barely audible suggestions of the Far 
Fast have brought me to that state of will- 
ful delusion that the reading of A-larguerite 
Duras novels can induce: For a second I'm 
not on 3rd Street at all but wearing a linen 
suit on the deck of a ferry on the Mekong. 

The item I urge you to order is, at 
S27.95, the most expensive on Michelia's 
menu. You do, however, get a full pound of 
king crab legs wok fried, lacquered with a 
thin layer of black pepper and chili, and 
served under a drift of just-cooked tender 
scallions. 'Vbu've jjerhaps experienced a sim- 
ilar-sounding rendition in some Chinese 
restaurants and so are aware of the corn- 
starch gloppiness that can mar it. This is 
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over Tamarin's 
eggplant salad 

Hitting the High Note 

TME FIRST ITEMS THAT are put before you at a restaurant often tell the most 
about the place. At Tamarln these are pappadum, the large lentil-flour wafers. 
Here they're sprinkled with cumin seeds and served alongside ramekins of 
homemade chutneys, one made from tamarind, the other from pounded green chili, 
mint, and cilantro. The freshness and vibrancy of these condiments Impart the note 
that runs throughout the menu. 

Neither a cut-rate palace with nylon napkins nor a cosmically slanted and spiritu- 
ally named curry mill, Tamarin avoids the traps that Indian restaurants too often fall 
into. It is the achievement of Uma Singh, owner and chef, and her general manager, 
Brij Singh, a friend of many years' standing. Together they have turned a kosher deli 
in a strip mall on Olympic into a veritable lodestar for lovers of Indian food. 

Tamarln is located between a Quiznos and a skin salon. There is something rest- 
ful immediately upon entering. It might be the muted terra-cotta palette used in 
the decoration, the murmur of running water from a stone fountain, or the discre- 
tion with which the Indian touches are deployed. A suggestion of great elegance is 
sustained by an antique wooden palace door and an elevated window casement. 
Should chef Singh be table-hopping as you enter, she is likely to fix you with a look, 
from under thin eyebrows, whose intensity would do justice to a Bollywood star 
and whose effect is to make you sit and behave. 

A former partner at Nizam in Westwood, Singh describes her cooking as "con- 
temporary Indian-inspired cuisine with a European accent." Sounds complicated, 
but in her hands it's not. The scent of freshly ground spices radiates from her food 
and combines with the polish that comes from being made to order. To appreciate 
this you need only order the samoias. Not cooked ahead, not a token dish as In so 
many restaurants, at Tamarln they are prepared with care, fried at the last minute, 
and served hot. That's a lot of work for a $4 payoff. Most restaurants wouldn't con- 
sider It worth the effort. -P.K. 

Tamarin, 9J62 W. Olympic Blvd., 3IO-777-OJ60. 
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Unfortunately, you'll 
still spend hours 
figuring out 
what to wear. 




Welcome to the world of Fusion Design 
where multi-cultural influences from 
around the world inspire every kitchen, 
bath, and wardrobe system we design. 
New for 2004 is the "Ultimate Fashion 
Accessor)'," a signature Troy Adams Design 
wardrobe. Let us design your wardrobe, 
customized to meet your lifestyle demands. 



For a private consultation, contact us at: 
Pacific Design Center 
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THERE'S A 
LITTLE ITALY 
DEEP INSIDE 
US ALL. 

At Maggiano's, great and abundant 
food is a celebration, a shared 
experience, a love affairbetween all 
that is American and all that is 
Italian. From authentic pasta to 
prime steaks and seafood, it's all 
made from scratch — always robust, 
hearty and memorable. 

MAGGIANO'S 

LITTLE ITALY, 




PATEK PHILIPPE 

GENEVE 

Authorized Sales and Service 
Visit or call 

MORGAN & CO. 
JEWELLERS 

One STORE that specializes in 
ONE thing .... quality! 

1 131 Glendon Avenue, 
Wespocood Viluge, WLA 
(310) 208-3377 

www. morganjewellers. com 

email: morgan.jewellers@verizon. net 
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meant to be a dish of great purity, one in 
which the soft texture of the scallions plays 
off the crab's hard shell, and the dominant 
marine flavors are accentuated by an herbal 
whisper. Tang's \ ersion is— and one doesn't 
use the word often— perfect. 

A dynamo of energy, Tang does all the 
shopping for the restaurant, transporting 
the produce across town from the Asian 
markets of Rosemead and Alhambra in her 
Mazda MPV van. All the same, the restau- 
rant would gain if she were able to find 
more time for desserts. They are of the 
mousse- and green tea- and litchi-flavored 
ice cream variety Bought rather than made, 
they sustain the Asian theme of her food 
but lose its personal note. I prefer to end 
on a pot of hot tea. 

There is a strange paradox to living in 
L.A., and restaurants are often the place 
where one becomes aware of it most. The 
more real someone makes their place of ori- 
gin, the more real L.A. itself becomes. As I 
walked out of Michelia on a recent evening, 
I saw city crews up on cherry pickers work- 
ing on telephone poles in the alley behind 
the restaurant. Vin Scully's play-by-play 
sounded from the open window of one of 
their trucks. Across the street, under the 
eaves of the Unocal station, the Dr Pepper 
machine hummed. In the glow of dusk it 
was an "I love L.A." moment. I knew it was 
due to those crab legs. They in turn could 
be traced to memories of tea in a once- 
grand Saigon hotel. LA 
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Spaghetti 
Easterns 

On (he rise of a new film archetype: the samurai cowboy 

by Steve Erickson 

ZHANG YIMOU'S *HERO' IS THE STORY of a third-centurv assassin who sets out to mur- 
der China's oppressive emperor, and it's one of the most gorgeous films ever made. By com- 
parison, 21iang's rapturous Raise the Red Lantern, which was nominated for an Oscar for Best 
Foreign Film in 1991, has all the visual splendor of Garfield- The Movie. More startling still- 
after the sriulicd classicism of films like Red Sorghum, Ju Dou, and To IJve (which were ei- 
ther suppressed or banned in Zhang's native land)— is how such a major director so un- 
abashedly emulates the work of other directors, including some who are his contemporaries 
or even his proteges. Besides the fancifiil lyricism that Zhang appears to have borrowed ft-om 
Crouching Tij^r, Hidden Dragan, the dramatic tone is op)eratic in the manner of Sergio Leone. 
The assassin is even called "Nameless," a Leone-esque figure who's calm in the face of the 
maelstrom before him. like Clint Fasrwood's so-called Man With No Name, who, in three 
Leone films, actually had three names. Thus Hero has been influenced not only by the angli- 
cized Taiwan director Ang Lee, who made Crouching Tiger after adaptations of Jane Austen 
and Rick Moody and who himself was influenced by Hong Kong director Tsui Hark, who 



went to school in Texas, but by Leone's Ital- 
ian movies about the American West that 
were influenced by the samurai films of Aki- 
ra Kurosawa, who was influenced by the 
westerns of John Ford. 

Confusion is the whole point of this 
genealogy It doesn't seem an accident that 
Hero bears the imprimatur of Quentin 
Tarantino (as in "(Juentin Tarantino Pre- 
sents"), whose most recent film, Ki// Bill: 
Vol 2, comes out this month on DVD. In 
Kill Bill Tarantino slices and dices, mixes 
and matches samurai choreography Hong 
Kong action, Japanese anime, spaghetti- 
western grandeur, Eurotrash pom, white- 
trash exploitation, and tacky '6os/'70S 
American TV like a chef over a Benihana 
grill, with dashes of Romanian pan flutes, 
Ennio Morricone whistles, Nancy Sinatra 
laments, and three Japanese punkettes 
singing "I Walk Like Jayne Mansfield." 
This sort of thing is old hat by now. It's all 
the more to Tarantino's credit, then, that 
somehow he still makes it seem like an 
epiphany Yes, you have to distrust Taran- 
tino's status as the coolest man in Holly- 
wood, and he's so full of himself that you 
want to stuff a sock in his mouth every 
time he opens it. But he has the passion of 
his pop references— he believes in them— 
and his sheer moviemaking moxie may be 
the smartest and most visceral of any 
American director since Scorsese. There's 
enough heart in the second installment of 
Kill Bill, with its splendid performances by 
UmaThurman and David Carradine, that 
it's not hard to imagine that Tarantino's 
best mo\'ie already has been made even as 
it remains unseen: namely, the three-hour 
version of Kill Bill that should have been 
released in the first place. 

At what point the mongrelization of 
world art passed from being an affectation 
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to a vision (before passing back to affec- 
tation) is impossible to say. More than 20 
years ago avant-popster Brian Eno, work- 
ing with coconspirators such as Jon Has- 
sell and David Byrne, was shuffling West- 
em electronic ambient sounds with Arab 
and Asian and African musical motifs like 
a tarot deck. Purists and the politically 
correct protested, concerned about cul- 
tural integrity and exploitation, but in pop 
art, authenticity has always 
been the enemy of audaci- 
ty. As far as the movies are 
concerned, it's now clear 
that a seminal moment was 
1982's Blade Runner. A criti- 
cal and box-office failure on 
its release, it's become the 
single most influential film 



the last ten years, those cities' juxtaposi- 
tions of style and sensibility, now almost as 
perfunctory as they are mind-boggling, 
seem as much to be fulfdling the brain- 
storms of Blade Runner director Ridley 
Scott, production designer Lawrence Paull, 
and soundtrack composer Vangelis as those 
of any urban planner. How many movies 
anticipate whole metropolises? For his 
score, the Greek-bom Vangelis introduced 



CHOP chop: (clockwae from 
top) 'Zatoichi'; 'Hero'; 'Kill 
Bill: Vol. 2'; 'Twilight Samurai' 





of the last several decades. Not only is 
Blade Runner's concept of place ambigu- 
ous, what with ancient cultures seeping 
into the only city (Los Angeles) that could 
credibly provide a landscape for such am- 
biguity, but the concept of time is porous, 
too, ancient centuries oozing in through 
the temporal rips of the 21st. 

AkcT Blade Runner, the future no longer 
was what it used to be. More than a matter 
of technology and its limits, the future be- 
came a revolt against linearity; so com- 
jjelling was Blade Runner's vision of the fu- 
ture, so original and persuasive, that 
without it, other future-visions that already 
have become totemic— William Gibson's 
novel Neuromancer, the anime landmark 
Akira, the Wachowski brothers' The Ma- 
trix— mi^t have been inconceivable. On 
an even more impressive scale, if you've 
been to Tokyo or Hong Kong any time in 




bluesy noir trumpets to Chinese voices and 
Middle Eastem themes while elegantly rip- 
ping off the German band Kraftwerk. For 
their part, Scott and Paull were inspired by 
California writer Philip K. Dick, who 
wrote the novel on which Blade Runner -was 



based; in mm Dick's work was inspired by 
the I-Ching and Far Eastem notions of re- 
ality, order, and chaos. 

NOTIONS OF REALITY, order, 
and chaos play no small part in 
a new Asian film vogue so 
dizzying that it's getting hard 
to keep the movies straight. This vogue 
was kick-started by the martial arts se- 
quences of The Matrix and Crouching 
Tiger, which were a revelation for West- 
em audiences unfamiliar with Tsui Hark's 
Once upon a Time in China or Ronny Yu's 
fabulous, hallucinatory Bride with White 
Hair. Crouching Tiger offered the West a 
whole new way of thinking about the fan- 
tastic. It had enough emotional urgency 
and was tethered enough to psychological 
and even historical reference points in the 
"real world" to raise it out of the realm of 
fairy tale. In the years since, the stateside 
popularity of Asian films has exploded. 

This summer sees the 
domestic release of 
not only Hero but 
Twilight Samurai and 
Zatoichi from cult di- 
rector Takeshi Ki- 
tano. Twilight Samu- 
rai is about an aging 
warrior, and Zatoichi 
is the latest in a series 
^^^^^^^^M of enormously popu- 
lar Japanese movies 
about a samurai who 
is blind. Zhang Yi- 
mou's film after Hero, 
which already has 
screened at (Cannes, is House ofFlyingDag- 
gers, recalling by accident or design the 
House of Blue Leaves in Kill Bill: Vol i. If 
some of the popularity of Asian films has 
to do with the usual vagaries of style, it's 
hard to believe that, in an age of chaos 
that arrived three Septembers ago, some- 
thing else isn't at work. Zatoichi's blind- 
ness would seem a crucial part of his ap- 
peal in a ccntuT)' when it feels like someone 
has turned off the lights. 

In Hero, Nameless and his fellow as- 
sassin. Snow, played by Jet Li and the 
magnificent Maggie Cheung, mow down 
armies of thousands and turn back rain 
after rain of lethal arrows. These aren't 




After tossing several coins 
into the fountain, 

it occurred to them 
that the proper place to get lucky 
would be inside. 
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portrayed as acts of any sorcery other 
than the untapped magic of the human 
will; they're acts of faith and self-belief 
as much philosophical as physical, by 
which a single person can impose order 
on a world of havoc. Their actions have 
little of the stoic, laconic bravado of 
Eastwood in the Leone pictures. Brava- 
do is a lapse in a discipline that counts for 
more than actual skill. In all of these 
movies, lone figures take on a malevolent 
world and prevail because they're in tune 
with some tone of the spheres that hums 
beneath or above or around the noisy 
conceits of civilization; and if, as in Hero, 
such a triumph ultimately involves the 
hero's own demise, it's by his or her 
choice. Self-sacrifice is only another 
weapon in the arsenal of combat. Often 
it's the most powerful weapon. 

THIS IS THE SCARIEST time of 
our lives. During the cold war 
we knew where all the bombs 
were and who controlled them, 
and we were more or less confident that 
our adversaries shared our horror at the 
prospect of obliteration and thus were 
checked by it. In Eastern eyes, anarchy is 
almost always a negative by definition; 
America, on the other hand, wasn't only 
born out of anarchy, anarchy is part of its 
DNA. The defining manifesto of Ameri- 
can freedom, the Bill of Rights, is noth- 
ing if not an anarchic document, codify- 
ing circumstances in which the freedom 
of the one trumps even what might ap- 
parently be the well-being of the many, 
because paradoxically in so doing the 
freedom of the many is also preser\'ed. 
Hero's, political subtext is that freedom, 
even justice, must be expendable in the 
name of nationalism or, as the film has it, 
in the name of "the land." By such lights 
freedom isn't just a liucury, it's a bit im- 
mature, adolescent. Regardless of what- 
ever higher principle the samurai code 
might also serve, the code exists in its 
own service, in the service of the very 
idea that there simply must be a code. 
When the anarchic possibilities of free- 
dom give way to the terrifying anarchy of 
people crashing planes into buildings, the 
exaltation of order as the highest govern- 
ing principle of human behavior sudden- 



ly becomes irresistible. J 

All of which, I realize, is not altogether 
fair. When the most enduring image of 
freedom and defiance in the last half cen- 
tury is that of a young nameless Chinese 
man standing before a row of tanks, sug- 
gesting that an Asian aesthetic inherently 4 



can't be violated without dishonor or con- 
sequence. In science fiction, all the chaos 
and order of how jjeople get along is com- 
pounded by the chaos and order wreaked 
by technology In Blade Runner the city is 
spectacular bedlam, and the very meaning 
of humanity is precarious; Blade Runner 



If you've been to Tokyo or Hong Kong, 
their juxtapositions of style and 
sensibility seem as much to be fulfilling 
the brainstorms of Blade Runners 
makers as those of any urban planner. 



values order over freedom may be a kind 
of blasphemy Conversely, the fascination 
of many American films for both those of 
us who live here and for many around the 
world who don't— including a director like 
Kurosawa— lies not so much in the choice 
of chaos over order, or the choice of indi- 
vidual freedom over the social good, but 
in the tension between these things. This 
is truest of that most Western of Western 
movies: the western. In the greatest of 
them, from Ford's My Darling Clementine 
in the '40s to Sam Peckinpah's The Wild 
Bunch a quarter century after that to CUnt 
Eastwood's Unforgiven a quarter century 
after that, chaos and order shoot it out in 
the street and what's left standing is about 
as much human freedom as can be al- 
lowed or managed within the demands of 
security and the boundaries of authority. 
Howard Hawks's 1948 classic Red River is 
Mutiny on the Bounty transfwsed to a cattle 
drive, with John Wayne as a tyrannical 
Captain Bligh trail boss and Montgomery 
Clift as a Fletcher Christian rebel, who, 
chafing at Wayne's iron hand, finally takes 
over the tyrant's herd. Tellingly, when the 
two men come to blows at the end of the 
movie, neither wins nor loses. Instead, 
one of those inevitably feist\' Ilawksian 
women comes along to talk some sense 
into them. 

Partly because genre deals in arche- 
types, the conflict between chaos and or- 
der in genre movies is most stark. In 
crime films, that conflict often isn't so 
much fought out between the criminal 
and the law as among thieves whose code 



thrills at its own pandemonium, and so do 
we. When some semblance of order does 
come to Blade Runner, it is represented by 
the agent of chaos, Rutger Hauer's an- 
droid. Sacrificing himself at the end of the 
movie to save Harrison Ford— the man 
who's been trying to exterminate him— 
Hauer's dying reverie in the rain offers a 
moment of grace that the agent of order. 
Ford, is incapable of matching or even 
comprehending. 

Whether it's one more instance of 
Quentin Tarantino's film savvy or just co- 
incidence, the climax of Blade Runner is 
echoed by the climax of Kill Bill. In the 
way that Tarantino mixes film styles so 
freewheelingly, he mixes cultural ethoses, 
too, and in Kill Bill our perceptions of 
chaos and order are upended. Left for 
dead at the beginning of the first volume, 
cruelly robbed of her child, and with the 
aid of a ruthless Eastern teacher, Uma 
Thurman wreaks havoc everywhere she 
goes in the name of a mother's righteous 
vengeance; the justice she brings, 
wrought from violence, imposes its own 
higher order. Nothing quite aligns the 
crazy planets of your life like redemption. 
In the end, the order of things — in the 
form of Carradine's Bill, the man who's 
half East and half West— acquiesces to a 
Zen grace and an acceptance of doom. 
It's a Ridley Scott moment, or maybe a 
Zhang Yimou moment. It's an Akira 
Kurosawa moment, or maybe a Sergio 
Leone moment. East may always be East, 
and West may always be West. But the 



twain have met at the movies. 
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BEWARE 



WILL BITE: Scott Grieger, 
'Beware of God,' 1996 



of GOD 
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Holy Cow 

'100 Artisb See God' asks more questions than it answers 
by Bernard Cooper 



AFTER BEING COHH1SSIONED 
by Independent Curators In- 
ternational, an arts organiza- 
tion based in New York, to put 
together a traveling show, Los Angeles 
artists John Baldessari and Meg Cranston 
waited for inspiration to strike. In spring of 
2002, six months after the attack on the 
Worldlrade Center, inspiration obliged. 

Baldessari has long held an international 
reputation for his photo-based conceptual 
work, and Cranston, who has a degree in an- 
throjxjlogy and espouses a kind of art-theo- 



ry gnrl power, is just now establishing her 
reputation with installations that have in- 
cluded life-size pinatas of herself With 100 
Artists See God (Laguna Art Museum, Au- 
gust I to October 3), they hoped to produce 
an exhibit that shed some light on whether 
God had become as crucial and incendiary a 
subject in art as it had in world events, given 
the rise of fundamentalism, the scandals in 
the Catholic Church, and the ongoing 
struggles over gay marriage, abortion, and 
stem cell research. If religion played a piv- 
otal role in the issues of the day, did art, in 



turn, reflect religion's piv- 
otal role? It's a compelling 
line of inquiry one not fre- 
quently addressed in con- 
temporary art, though art 
making is predicated on 
the essentially religious be- 
lief that it is possible to re- 
veal, and share with others, 
I extraordinary forces oper- 
_TPr f ating in the world around 
us. The curators were wise 
to leave the definition of 
God open-ended, allowing 
for a variety of aesthetic re- 
sponses. But then, oddly, 
they went about selecting 
artists "because we were 
fans of their work, not be- 
cause they had necessarily 
done an artwork about 
god," and decided from 
the outset to take whatev- 
er the artists gave them. 
This "method" of selection disregards 
the fact that religion is a matter of pas- 
sion— if it weren't for conviction, stricture, 
and ritual, people would worship at the 
Little Chapel of Apathy or Temple Beth- 
Whatever. By including so many artists for 
whom religion is not necessarily a matter 
of personal importance, the show side- 
steps much of the rigor through which 
groups and individuals strive to under- 
stand, and strengthen their coimection to, 
a higher power. As a result, the work is 
sometimes flippant and disengaged. 

The artists were given the option of con- 
tributing a statement to accompany their 
work, and a number try valiantly to articu- 
late how otherwise irrelevant submissions 
relate to the show's theme. Jorge Pardo, who 
often designs fiimiture for his installations 
(commissioned by MCXZA to create an art- 
work, Pardo built himself a house in Moimt 
Washington), says of his angular chartreuse 
coffee table. Untitled (2002), "If there is a 
God, a small table containing a few instru- 
ments of habit, and functioning as a place to 
rest your feet on, mig^t be as good an invita- 
tion for the presence of a deity as any" The 
problem with such a slack rationale is that 
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one could draw similar conclusions all day, a 
rubber band or a kitchen sink might inxite 
the deity, too, all of which would imply not 
that God was e\'erywhere but that He was 
anywhere, which makes omniscience sound 
like indecision. Artist Christopher Williams 
at least owns up to his pessimism; his pho- 
tograph of yellow plates in a dishwasher is 
joined with the conunent "Show me an an- 
gel and in gladly paint you one." One won- 
ders, though, why yellow dishes? Do yellow 
dishes challenge the existence of angels 
more effectively than, say, blue dishes? 



NONFICTION 



: 



ERTAINLY ATHEISTS and ag- 
nostics can imagine God as 
vividly as the devout. Skepti- 
cism is rooted in conviction as 
much as faith is. It's reasonable to expect 
that there will be doubters among the lOO 
artists, but only a handful make their 
doubt provocative. Take Scott Grieger's 
hand-painted sign Beware of God (1996). 
It's impossible to look at it, a jarringly 
blunt pun and caveat, without tensing re- 
flexively in anticipation of His wrath. 

Catherine Opie, an exceptionally clear- 
eyed photographer, offers They See God. I 
See Hate (1984), which captures Christian 
fundamentalists protesting at a gay rights 
rally Their placards stridently predict eter- 
nal danmation for homosexuals and non- 
Christians. Those wielding the signs would 
condemn Opie as a moral relativist, which 
is precisely— or relatively— her point. 

Victoria Reynolds's knockout of a 
painting, For the Carnal in Dante 's Hell _ 
(1999), is based on a passage from the 
poet's Divine Comedy: Inferno, Cm to 1 '. ^ 
The small, oval abstract painting re- 
sembles a slab of raw meat in close-up. 
with its striated fibers and marbled tat . i" 
If you stare long enough, the pale tat be- 
gins to resemble scumbled clouds pass 
ing over a hellish landscape. The carnal- 
ity of the piece is intensified l)y a 
baroque frame encrusted with decora- 
tive leaves in the same raw shade of red. 
Delicate yet oppressive, the painting 
makes a viewer ready to transcend the flesh 
right then and there. 

A few of the artists resort to tired 
shock tactics. Michael Craig-Martin's 
painting of a hot pink urinal reeks, if you 
will, of forced naughtiness that is made 
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A QUICK GLANCE AT THE COVER PHOTO-George W., eyes slightly crossed, 
lips pursed in a chimplike grimace— and it's easy to guess where Sore Win- 
ners (Doubleday, 272 pages, $25) stands on the reigning president. Before one 
can ask "Is our children learning?," L.A. Weekly media critic John Powers is sav- 
aging Bush as a liar and a hypocrite, a terrible businessman 

and a hopeless moron— then tearing into the media and the 
Democrats for not calling Dubya on his many faults. 

If all of this sounds familiar, well, it should: Bush-bashing 
books are hot, one of the few genres to challenge Marry 
Potter and low-carb diets on best-seller lists. Sore Winners 
rises above the shrieking din with its mix of pop culture crit- 
icism (the chapter on social Darwinism and American Idol 
is bitchily insightful) and its depressing yet dead-on exami- 
nation of what Powers terms "Bush World" (the optimistic 
epilogue is titled— you guessed it— "Escape from Bush 
World"). Despite the writer's tendency to describe the ad- 
ministration in the most hideous terms (U.S. deputy secre- 
tary of state Richard Armitage is a "balding blob of scowls who looked like 
Robert Duvall's Colonel Kilgore after a quarter century of Twinkies"), the book is 
fairly evenhanded, attacking the Democrats' ineffectiveness, Gore's smug clue- 
lessness, and Bush's foreign policy blunders with equal glee. 



FOR MANY SKEPTICS, earthquake prediction lies somewhere in the same 
league as water divining, part guesswork and pseudoscience as likely to at- 
tract quacks and the Apocalypse obsessed as legitimate researchers. In The Myth 
of Solid Ground: Earthquakes, Prediction, and the Fault Line Between Reason and 
Faith (Viking, 282 pages, $25), David L. Ulin explores the often weird world of the 
"predictors," individuals who can sense the onset of a temblor through changes in 
the weather, body aches and migraines, unusual animal be- 
havior, and even the presence of "giant finger-pointing 
clouds" that appear directly over quake zones. 

As goofy as a lot of it may seem, the stakes in this are so 
high, and some of the predictions so eerily on target, that 
one is leery of rejecting any of them out of hand. There's 
plenty of intriguing work being done by university profes- 
sors and the United States Geological Survey, but the book's 
real fun comes from fringe dwellers like Charlotte King, an 
Oregon woman who can predict precisely where an earth- 
quake will hit based on where her body aches (left back 
pain— watch out, Honshu). Ulin, the editor of Another City: 
Writing from Los Angeles, treats it all with a cautious re- 
spect, perhaps aware of the general belief among seismologists and geologists 
that as with the theory of plate tectonics, which was laughed at mere decades 
ago and now forms the basis of earthquake research, the field of earthquake 
prediction will likely make its next quantum leap with a hypothesis once d!s- 
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missed by scientists or one yet to be imagined. —Robert /to 
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only more jaded by its reference 
to artist Marcel Duchamp ex- 
hibiting an actual urinal in 1917. 
Others succumb to embarrass- 
ing piety. Leonard NLmoy (yes, 
of Star Trek) aims to embody in 
his photograph Shekhina (2002) 
the feminine aspects of Judaism. 
Shekhina, in this incarnation, 
looks like a moody Semitic su- 
permodel in peekaboo lingerie. 

Between cynicism and piety 
there's lots of room for God to 
manifest. The best work in the 
show takes that leap of imagina- 
tion necessary in the realms of 
art and feith. These artists aren't 
timid about proselytizing; they 
urge us to join their fold. Tony 
Oursler, for example, shows DO- 
GOD (2003), part of his ongoing 
series of DVD projections, in 
which a disembodied head ex- 
horts the viewer with a nonsen- 
sical sermon. Seeing an Oursler 
projection (as those who re- 
cently visited his show at the 
Margo Leavin gallery in West 
Hollywood will attest) is like 
stumbUng upon a mirage who 
makes eye contact and talks 
back. "He knows everything," 
Oursler says of the ineffable 
DOGOD, "but won't tell for 

reasons that are still obscure." 

The androgynous Asian face wears heavy 
makeup and possesses the long white hair 
of wisdom. Visually, DOGOD is a mixture 
of what the artist as a boy imagined God's 
appearance to be and what he was taught 
in Catholic school, a combination that is 
as frightening as it is mesmerizing. 

Local artist Martin Kersels offers an 
economical but effective evocation of the 
deity in the form of a crudely carved wood- 
en ear. Slightly larger than actual size. De- 
votional (Lynyrd Skynyrd #6— What's lour 
Name) (2002) is painted an eerie, shim- 
mering blue and placed high on the wall. It 
seems to eavesdrop on the comments and 
conversations of passersby and suggests 
that all our mortal acts are witnessed, or in 
this case overheard, by some all-knowing 
force to whom we are accountable and by 
whom we are judged. 




HEAVENLY 
Hate.' 1984; 



visions: (from lop) Catherine Opie, 'They See God, I See 
; Victoria Reynolds, 'For the Carnal in Dante'* Hell,' 1999 



No show on the Almighty would be 
complete without the Reverend Ethan 
Acres, whose own father was a fire-and- 
brimstone Southern Baptist minister. 
Here, depicted in a huge duoprint on My- 
lar, Acres crouches in awe and supplication 
while a larger-than-life nude figure of 
Christ, his back scourged, rises into the 
sky on a crucifix of light that radiates from 
his outstretched limbs. The image is 
charged with a tent revivalist's sense of 
spectacle, complete with bolts of digital 
lightning. Acres frequently uses heated 
evangelical rhetoric to describe his work— 
"Beat down the devil, my lambs, and help 
me put the FUN back in FUNDAMEN- 
TALISM!"— and miraculously, he is able 
to imbue both his art and his remarks 
about it with an urgency and a humor that 
resist the temptations of easy irony 



In an effort to make sense of 
the wide-ranging work, the cura- 
tors have divided the 100 artists 
into 16 categories, which include 
"Artists See God as Architect," 
"... as Love," "...as Extraordinary 
Force of Nature," "...as '^rant," 
"... as Mother," et cetera. A few 
classifications overlap: "Artists 
See God Everywhere," "...See 
God Take Many Forms," "... See 
as Ineffable." 
The categories attempt to 
cover too many theological 
bases, and the problem with this 
is illustrated by two artists in the 
show who have, by coincidence, 
based their contributions on an 
object in the collection of the 
Philadelphia Museum of Art: 
God. Made in 1917, God is a loop 
of cast-iron plumbing protrud- 
ing from a miter box, the result 
of a collaboration between 
artists Morton Schamberg and 
Baroness Elsa von Freytag-Lor- 
inghoven. One of America's first 
works of dadaist art, God is still 
fresh in its effrontery. Artist T. 
Kelly Mason updates the origi- 
nal with opaque plastic pipe and 
a blue miter box, while Lillian 
Ball's larger-scale homage adds 
light, causing the clear plastic 

pipe to emit an otherworldly 

glow. Ball's is the richer of the two pieces, 
but a viewer may wonder why she appears 
in the 'Artists See God Everywhere" section 
as opposed to the 'Artists See God as Light" 
section, and why Mason's version fits into 
"God as the Great Organizer" as opposed 
to 'Artists See God Everywhere." 

To fully succeed, the show's art, and or- 
ganizing principles, would have to have 
been more consistently focused on some 
strong belief or point of view In the end, I 
was reminded of a passage from George 
Eliot's Middlemarch: 

"What is your religion?" said Dorothea. 
"I mean— not what you know about reli- 
gion, but the belief that helps you most?" 

"To love what is good and beautiful 
when I see it," said Will. "But I am a rebel, 
I don't feel bound, as you do, to submit to 
what I don't like." LA 
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At Reynolds Vineyards, In the heralded Orange district of 
New South Wales, Australia, we've elevated the vintner's art, 
cultivating our vineyards on mountain slopes above 2.0OO feet. 
Here, in the cool, clear mountain ah\ we grow grapes with great 

purity of flavor and smooth, distinctive varietal character. 
Quite literally, Reynolds Vineyards is quality at a higher level. 

The Cool-Cli'mate Aussie Wine. 



www.reunoldsvineuards.com 
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Grothic Arch 

A mysterious new building Luis Bunuel would ve loved 

by Greg Goldin 



SOME BUILDINGS make you 
wonder. Consider the four-story 
brick-and-concrete schoolhouse 
that was completed recently on 
Pico near Doheny The building is a Gothic 
marvel, a tour de force of molded gables, 
quatrefoils, and leaded-glass windows. The 
brickwork— a textured, dappled exterior of 
umber and beige and black— is eye-catch- 
ing, delicious. Looking at the western fa- 
cade, you are tempted to coimt each brick, 
so mesmerizing is the ef- 
fect of all those little rec- 
tangles piled insurmount- 
ably high. The mason got 
that massive wall just right 
by laying in soldier cours- 
es, rows of vertical bricks 
that demarcate each floor 
and bring excitement to 
the horizontal uniformity. 
Speeding past on Pico, you 
acknowledge a triumph 
of ... pseudo 14th-century 
architecture. 

Staring at the four sto- 
ries of retro mortuary, you 
start guessing at who's in- 
side. You half expect John 
Waters to answer the 
door, dressed in a satin 
robe with a tasseled rope 
sash, inviting you in to see his collection of 
filigreed codpieces and hand-coined chain 
mail. Or maybe this is the new headquar- 
ters for the Museum of Jurassic Technolo- 
gy, a building so randomly out of place, like 
London Bridge crashing into the middle 
of a man-made lagoon in Lake Havasu 
City, Arizona, that you begin to think a 
wicked prankster is testing your credulity 




The truth will have you really ques- 
tioning your retinal register. The S15 mil- 
lion, 47,000-square-foot structure is a 
girls' school built by Chabad-Lubavitch, 
the messianic branch of Judaism. The only 
reason the shu/e looks like a Plantagenet 
abbey is because the group's world head- 
quarters, in Crown Heights, Brooklyn, 
happens to have a Gothic facade. The 
"original" building, at 770 Eastern Park- 
way, is a 1934 apartment house purchased 
in the 1940s to be used as 
a synagogue for a fledg- 
ling band of Hassidic 
Jews. It is a sham of copy- 
cat architecture, since 



chutzpah: The Kraines Pamily Early Childhood Center at 
Pico Boulevard and Dohany Driv*; tha laadad-glass windows (int«t) 



Gothic Revival, which came along in the 
i8th century, was dead by the late 19th. In 
the 1930s, the style was nothing more than 
a patina, a way of adhering a recognizable 
set of gewgaws to a formulaic structure, 
papering a conventional building with 
nifty historical references. 

The Kraines Family Early Childhood 
Center on Pico is a tribute to the late Rab- 



bi Menachem M. Schneerson, whom 
some Lubavitchers believe is a modern 
messiah. Because 770 is perceived as hal- 
lowed ground, L.A.'s chief rabbi, Chaim 
Cunin, of Chabad Telethon fame, insisted 
that a copy be struck true to its inspira- 
tion, from architraves to transoms to lin- 
tels. Even the images in the leaded-glass 
windows had to be correct, down to ob- 
taining permission from the original glass- 
maker to reproduce his design. And so 
Elizabethan galleons— blustery four-mas- 
ters riding high on a sea of amber- and 
blue-colored glass— sail from window to 
window, coursing jauntily and imbuing the 
offices and classrooms with a buttery light. 

Rabbi Cunin is like a jjainter who pains- 
takingly and perfectly renders the same ex- 
quisite canvas again and again and again. 
(This is his second rendition of 770; the first 
was completed in Westwood 23 years ago.) 
He can paint an original, yet he only makes 
flawless copies. He has found his ideal of 
beauty, and he intends to preserve it by repli- 
cating it. h he inspired or is he myopic? 

Whate^'cr he is, youVe still got to admire 
Cunin's chutzpah. In homage to the pure 
hapjxinstance of Rabbi Schneerson washing 
up in Brooklyn, Cunin has gone to enor- 
mous lengths, and spent handsome sums, to 
scrupulously build in a style 
that evokes the glories of 
Christ and the infallibility 
of the Catholic Church in 
Rome. Then he installs a 
Jewish girls' school within 
its brick walls. Luis 
Bunuel could have yanked 
hard on the dark humor 
of the juxtaposition. 

Had those Lubavitch- 
ers in the 1940s been able 
to afford Manhattan real 
estate, the Kraines school- 
house might have been art 
deco, with a sensuous, 
feminine motif embossed on a frieze. Had 
they bought property elsewhere in Brook- 
lyn—maybe Park Slope, near the Botanic 
Gardens — Los Angeles might have ac- 
quired a row of brownstones, with stoops 
quarried from Connecticut sandstone. As 
it is, what they got, and what we now have, 
is a doppelganger of doppelganger archi- 
tecture: Gothic Revival revived. LA 
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Why wait months tor that rare, architecturally stunning highrise condominium to come on the market 
- and months more for escrow to close - when you can live where you want right now by leasing? 

Leasing avoids property taxes, maintenance costs and association fees. It frees up capital to 
work elsewhere. And it frees you from the burden of selling when your needs change. 

Water Terrace offers brand new one, two and three bedroom luxury apartments and dazzling 
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deep soaking tubs and utterly spectacular views. Please call for pricing. 
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For Alzheimer's Care, 
Choose Belmont Village, 



Imagine a beautiful residential setting designed especially for the needs of a loved one with memory 
loss. A secured environment where residents live their days in comfort. Wlierc support is tailored to 
the unique needs and interests of each resident. Wliere families enjoy the peace of mind knowing 
that their loved ones are cared for by a specially trained staff. Tliis is Belmont Village's Person- 
Centered Living™. An extraordinary program for Alzheimer's care. 



Pasoii-Cetitered LiiHiig ...Alzheimer's Care You Can Trust 

• Medicatiotis administered by a licensed nurse 

• Individually tailored, research-based program 

• Separate, secured residential and outdoor settings 

• 24-hour staff trained in Alzheimer's and dementia care 

• Specific activities for daily stnicture and enjoyment 

• Private studio apartments and batlis 

• Fresh, chcf-prcparcd meals 

• Housekeeping, salon, and 7-day 
transportation services 



BELMONT 

'6 



ASSISTED LIVING 



Hollywood Hills 
(323) 874-7711 



Burbank 
(818) 972-2405 



Encino Rancho PalosVerdes 

(8 1 8) 788-8870 (3 1 0) 377-9977 



RCFE License 

1'J7(.(I3515, 197603848, 197605090, 198204246 

c 2'i(i4 UelmontC'orp 




The Community Built for Lift 

www.belmontvillage.com 



Ci ! ilerial 



SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION 




TOGET 

MAKING A 
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Los Angeles magazine is proud to support 
the 2004 Best of LA® beneficiaries: 



alzheiTner's association 

the compassion to care, the leadership to conquer 

Help line: 800-660- 1 993 
Lfnea de ayuda: 800-633-5767 
www.alzla.org 




education • empowerment • energy 
888-OK-Leeza • www.leezasplace.org 



Currently, California has the highest population 
of residents with Alzheimer's in the nation, and 
Los Angeles County has the largest population 
of residents with Alzheimer's in California. 



As baby boomers approach their sixties 
the numbers of persons with Alzheimer's 
will reach epidemic proportions, 
it is estimated that by 2040 the numbers 
of persons diagnosed with Alzheimer's 
in California will reach 2 million. 




Working together we can find a cure while 
offering hope and support to those in need. 
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About Dementia & Alzheimer's 



What Is Dementia? 

When there is something wrong with the way the brain 
works. It is called dementia. Dementia itself is not a 
disease. It is a group of symptoms that may include 
memory loss, confusion, and changes in behavior Memory 
loss that gets in the way of daily life is NOT a normal part 
of getting older Therefore, it is important to see a doctor 
about these symptoms. 

What Is Alzheimer's Disease? 

Alzheimer's disease (AD) is the most common cause of 
dementia. It Is a disease that attacks the brain and causes 
problems with memory, thinking, and behavior Over time, 
AD gets worse and will not go away. The warning signs of 
AD are: 

• Memory loss that affects daily life, at work or at home 

• Problems with familiar tasks, such as cooking 

• Problems with language or finding the right words 

• Being confused about time and place 

• Poor judgment and making bad decisions 

• Problems with abstract thinking and learning new things 

• Putting things in unusual places and forgetting how they 
got there 

• Drastic changes in mood and personality 

• Losing interest in hobbies or being with other people 



Alzheimer's Association 

MISSION STATEMENT 

To eliminate Alzheimer's disease 
through the advancement of research 
and to enhance care and support 
for Los Angeles, Riverside and San Bernardino's 
diverse populations with dementia, 
their families and caregivers. 



We're trottin' back to Hollywood Park racetrack on 
Saturday, October 2, 2004, for the 
1 2th Annual Alzheimer's Association Memory Walk 

sponsored by Robinsons-May 
7:00 a.m. registration - 9:00 a.m. start 
For more information, please call 
(323) 930-6228 or visit www.alzla.org/mw 



Programs & Services: 

The Alzheimer's Assocation provides 

programs and services in different 

languages to assist people affected by 

dementia, their families, and caregivers, 

including: 

Help line 

A telephone line staffed 24 hours a day by 
people trained to provide emotional support, 
caregiving advice, and referrals to health care, 
financial, and legal resources within the 
community: (800) 660-1993 

Training 

Quality care training for families and professional 
caregivers 

Education 

Presentations, professional speakers, a library of 
books, journals, videos, and audiotapes, and an 
informative quarterly newsletter 

Direct Assistance 

Individual sessions are available to help families 
and caregivers with care planning 

Support Groups 

Peer or professionally led meetings, as well as 
early support, offered throughout our area for 
caregivers and others living with the disease 

Advocacy 

Public policy activities to encourage legislative 
reform to improve Alzheimer's and dementia 
care and Increase funding for research 
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The Importance of 
Support Groups 

by Peter Braun, Executive Director 
Alzheimer's Association, Los Angeles 

Taking on the role of caregiver to a loved 
one suffering from Alzheimer's disease can 
be devastating. Daily stress, financial worry, 
and the constantly changing needs of your 
loved one combine to tax your emotional 
and physical strength. Even with the 
support of family and friends, it is not 
unusual for a caretaker to feel isolated and 
alone. Spending an hour in a support group 
surrounded by others who are having a 
similar experience can help you feel more 
connected and cared for 

Support groups provide a safe and 
comfortable setting in which to share 
experiences, ask questions, and seek 
compassion. Though the members of a 
support group may share nothing else, they 
share the bond of caring for a person 
suffering from Alzheimer's disease. 

The Alzheimer's Association of Los Angeles, 
San Bernardino, and Riverside offers close 
to 1 50 support groups in the tri-county 
area. Last year, more than 2,000 caregivers 
met in hospitals, church basements, care 
facilities, and community centers and 
shared their experience. There are general 
meetings and more specific meetings such 
as those for the Spouse or the Adult Child. 
Meetings conducted in Japanese, Spanish, 
Mandarin, Armenian, and Korean as well as 
English assured that the multicultural needs 
of this vast region would be met No 
matter what language you speak, no matter 
where you grew up, it is possible to find a 
peer, a friend, a shoulder to lean on. 

As caregiver Jeff Asher, eloquently put it, 
"The support group experience engenders 
loving kindness, compassion, and 
sympathetic joy, and It teaches one the 
most difficult lessons of all, that of handling 
with equanimity the acceptance of things 
you cannot change." 

For a complete list of support groups, log 
on to vvww.alz.org or call (800) 660-1993. 
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Q&A with Maria Shriver 



Maria Shriver is one of those rare individuals whose 
gift to her family and the world has always seemed 
obvious; she cares. She is simply a person of great 
personal convictions, tremendous optimism, and the 
charm and brains to make the impossible seem 
within reach. When her father, Sargent Shriver, was 
diagnosed with Alzheimer's disease, Maria acted 
every bit the part of his daughter. .she got into 
action and wrote a beautiful book from a child's 
point of view about the subject. Below are a few 
thoughts she recendy shared: 

Q:What do you think is the scariest for kids? 

A: I think the scariest part for kids is the 
"unknown." When no one is talking to a kid, a kid's 
imagination can take hold and he or she will 
imagine all kinds of different things that might be 
going on. I think it's always really important to sit 
down and, depending on the age of the child, try to 
walk the child through what's going on in your 
family, whether it is cancer, whether it's a disability 
of some sort, whether it is Parkinson's, diabetes. 



Alzheimer's.The more you can explain to a child 
what's going on, how you feel about it so that they aren't afraid and that they feel 
they can talk to you about something like that, the better off the family Is. 

Q:What has changed about your relationship with your father? 

A: Really nothing has changed. The best part about my father, of course, is his 
optimism and his heart. So, I still try to talk to him the same way. I try to treat him 
the same way and I try to talk to him about things he did for me and with me. I tell 
him about how people come up and talk to me all the time about him and his role in 
America, how they have worked for him in the Peace Corps and how their lives were 
changed by Headstart or Job Corps. So, I try to do a lot of talking to him about what 
people are saying about him. I hope it makes him feel good, and if it's just for the 
moment, that's great. I feel that's some way of perhaps how I play a role in his life 
today. 

Q: Now that Alzheimer's disease has entered your lives, how do you attack 
it and what suggestions do you have for families? 

A: I think every family situation is unique, and I would never want to judge how any 
one family handles this disease or how any one person in the family handles the 
disease. One thing I have learned is that you have to accept the person for who they 
are today. You have to accept the caregiver's judgement. As the child, often times you 
are not living there day in and day out, and I have to have respect for my mother and 
how she's handling it... which I think is extraordinary. Certain ones of my siblings who 
live near my parents do more work than I do since I'm 3,000 miles away, so I try to 
help in other ways, and I think everybody tries to balance it in the best way they can. 
I've spoken to a lot of children of people who have Alzheimer's, and they say that they 
really struggled over the notion. Should they keep their 
loved one in their home, should they put him or her 
into a home? and that they felt people would judge 
them as bad children or bad spouses if they put that 
person in a home. And I think one of the things we can 
talk about is that we should not judge other people. 
People do the best they can. Everybody has different 
economic situations and different emotional situations, 
and we have to support people and support the 
decisions they make with their loved ones. 
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A Foundation Created from Personal Experience 



by James Huysman, Executive Director The Leeza Gibbons Memory Foundation 



I have known Leeza Gibbons for many 
years. I have been a guest of her talk 
show and have seen her interview people 
in a crisis or a very vulnerable time in 
life. I worked for her and brought 
aftercare to her program to provide free 
medical and psychological treatment for 
guests. But it wasn't until her mother got 
Alzheimer's, as she herself was going 
through crisis and a vulnerable time in 
life, that I got to know the real Leeza. In 
response to her pain, we developed The 
Leeza Gibbons Memory Foundation in 
2002. As Executive Director, I see 
firsthand, everyday, Leeza's undying 
nationwide commitment to educating, 
energizing, and empowering caregivers 
and those recently diagnosed with 
memory disorders. She is the driving 
force behind the energy and mission of 
our foundation's signature program, 
Leeza's Place. 

Like all others, she did not choose this 
cause. It chose her. Once that occurred, 
Leeza and the entire Gibbons family 
agreed to open the door to the world as 
they embarked upon their challenging 
journey.The first purpose was to reduce 
the shame and stigma of Alzheimer's and 
other memory disorders. Leeza and the 
Gibbons femily have stepped out in a 
highly public way to promote early 
intervention, care, comfort, and 
community nationwide. 

Developed in response to the challenges 
Leeza and her family encountered while 
seeking specific and needed support, 
Leeza's Place is a potent source of 
information, strength, and purpose. 
Nesded within your own community, 
Leeza's Place is a multifaceted reprieve, 
for both caregivers and the recently 
diagnosed, that integrates educational 
programs, connective social activities, 
emotional support, and intergenerational 



programming designed to help you 
navigate through your community's 
continuum of care. Leeza's Place was 
designed to ensure that others 
experiencing what the Gibbons femily 
encountered would have access to new, 
supportive settings created for the 
purpose of educating, empowering, and 
energizing. 

The cornerstone of each Leeza's Place 
is a specially trained "Leeza Care 
Advocate" whose primary responsibility 
is to guide caregivers and their loved 
ones through the emotionally charged 
maze of memory disorders: 
educationally, supportively, and 
confidendy There is nothing ordinary 
about Leeza's Place - everything done 
there is designed to induce a more 
positive outcome for those whose lives 
have been turned upside down. Each 
Leeza's Place has been carefully crafted 
to empower both the caregiver and the 
recentiy diagnosed by offering services 
that create self-esteem, relieve 
symptoms, impart knowledge, reduce 
stress, promote inclusion, and ultimately 
improve the quality of life while helping 
guests to acquire advocacy, coping, and 



care-related skills. 

At Leeza's Place, visitors can participate 
in Leeza's Memory Television (LMTV), a 
unique and empowering program that 
allows an entire family, irrespective of 
ages, to preserve memories forever by 
creating their own family productions. 

All of the programs at Leeza's Place are 
the direct result of listening to and 
understanding the unique needs, values, 
pressures, and goals of caregivers and 
their loved ones. Programs have been 
designed to provide educational and 
empowering strategies that are not 
currently available. Although services 
may vary from site to site, each Leeza's 
Place locale will provide programs that 
offer support on three levels - 
emotional, educational, and social - for 
caregivers, families, and their recently 
diagnosed loved ones. 

We encourage you to contact us in 
either joining in the support of a Leeza's 
Place in your area or assisting us in 
creating one in your community. You 
can find out how to join us at 
vmw.leezasplace.org. 




The Family Guide to Alzheimer's Disease^ 

.4)1 indispensable resource offering encouragement and 
instruction to those affected by Alzheimer's Disease. 

Hosted by Leeza Gibbons, this 5-volume series 
was created to help families understand what to 
expect; deal effectively with the challenge of this 
disease; help their loved ones meet each day 
more successfully; and enhance the quality of life 
for all involved. 

For more information or to purchase, visit 
www.ieezasplace.org. 
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The Alzheimer's Association Wishes to Thanl< Our 
Friends in the Entertainment Industry 

For the past 1 2 years, the Alzheimer's Association in Los Angeles has presented its 
premier charity event, "A Night at Sardi's," to highlight our battle against Alzheimer s 
disease by honoring corporate and entertainment industry leaders, philanthropists, 
advocates, and family caregivers for their commitment The evening brings Broadway to 
Beverly Hills, saluting such classic shov\^s as Guys and Dolls, My Fair Lady, Hair and 
Grease, featuring cast members from hit TV shows like Frasier and Will and Grace as 
well as Broadway stars Jason Alexander, Peter Gallagher and Victor GarberThe evening is 
chaired by Laurie Burrows Grad, whose father, Broadway legend Abe Burrows, suffered 
from Alzheimer's disease. Under Laurie's leadership, the event has raised more than $ 1 0 
million for research and caregiver's support We have honored those who have given 
voice to our cause, individuals such as Leeza Gibbons, Shelley Fabares, David Hyde 
Pierce, Mike Myers, Jeanne Phillips a.k.a. "Dear Abby," Victor Garber,and others, all of 
whom have been personally touched by Alzheimer's. 

The entertainment industry has played its role in giving exposure to this "thief of the 
mind," a phrase first coined by Mike Farrell. It is becoming more and more evident that 
as the baby boomer generation ages, nearly every family is touched by this disease. When 
a former president announces that he has Alzheimer's and when Hollywood celebrities 
add their voices to the chorus of millions of Americans affected, then our work at the 
Alzheimer Association is stronger for it 

Working closely with members of the Hollywood community, the Alzheimer's 
Association has been involved in bringing the subject of Alzheimer's disease front and 
center in both film and television. It is important that Hollywood deal with this vital and 
important issue and that films conveying Alzheimer's be as authentic as possible, assuring 
their significant power to both move and educate audiences. Over the years we have 
recognized and honored television shows and films that have brought Alzheimer's disease 
to the light and we have brought our expertise to many of them. This list includes 
television movies such as the Emmy award winning Door to Door, Road to Gaheston, Do 
you Remember Love?, There Were Times, Dear, the recentiy aired on KCET the PBS 
documentary. The Forgetting; episodes of The West Wing, Law & Order, Without a Trace, The 
Practice, Beverfy Hills 90210, Sisters, Picket Fences, Touched by An Angel, and films such as Iris 
and The Notebook. 
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Please join us at the Alzheimer's Association this 
coming year at events to raise funds to support both 
care and cure, help and hope, and public awareness: 

Los Angeles Memory Walk 

October 2, 2004 ,i! Hollywood Park 

With Lea Thompson. Shelley Fabares. V/illiam H. Macy, 

Leeza Gibbons. Steve Edwards. Bryan Cranston, 

Sharon Lawrence. Viaor Garber, Ken Howard and 

others 

Celebrity GolfToumament 

Hosted by Peter Gallagher 

November 1 . 2004 at Wilshire Country Qub 

Night at Sardi's 

March 9. 2005 at the BeveHy Hilton 

For more information, call (800) 660-1993 
Or contact us at www.alzla.org 




C Brrliner Phoiograpin-. LLC 

Leeza Gibbons, winner of the Alzheimer's Association 
Advocacy Award at the 2002 "A Night at Sardi's. 
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The Importance 
of Early Diagnosis 



Memory loss that interferes 
with daily life is not a sign of 
aging. Forgetting the names 
of friends or family 
members, losing the ability 
to do simple arithmetic or 
consistently having a hard 
time finding the right words 
can be early signs of 
Alzheimer's disease. 

An early diagnosis can rule 
out other causes of 
dementia such as vascular 
dementia or dementia due 
to vitamin deficiency or 
depression. Knowing the 
exact nature of the 
dementia — will assist 
medical professionals in 
deciding upon the most 
beneficial course of 
treatment and might prevent 
the use of costly medical 
procedures. If the diagnosis 
is Alzheimer's, there are 
numerous medical options 
that can potentially improve 
thinking and behavior 

Early diagnosis of the disease 
helps the person with 
dementia and the family plan 
for the future. In the early 
stages of Alzheimer's, a 
patient can still make 
important decisions about 
finances, legal issues, and 
care options. 

If you suspect that you or a 
loved one may be suffering 
from Alzheimer's disease, 
don't delay; seek immediate 
help from a medical 
professional. 
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From Victim to Advocate: Facing Alzheimer's Disease 

by Leeza Gibbons, Founder & Board ChainThe Leeza Gibbons Memory Foundation 



"Your mother has Alzheimer's." 

NO matter how prepared you think 
you are, it is an assault... almost like a 
stalker who had you in his sights and 
suddenly pounces, rewriting your life's 
story It was so much easier in the 
protective space of denial.The lies you 
tell yourself can be comforting for a 
moment, but not for long. My mother 
had stared this down long before I was 
even ready to peek around the corner 
She was the one who gathered us 
around and said, "Something is wrong. 
I've paid the electric bill three times." 

Her mother, my granny, had already 
surrendered to the same thief that was 
stealing my mother's memories. In 
those early days and months every 
night when I put my head on the pillow, 
I thought of her at the moment when 
she closed her eyes. She knew. She 
knew what was coming, that she would 
slowly disappear The kind of courage it 
takes just to face another day with that 
knowledge is amazing to me. Mom told 
us, "When I can no longer call you by 
name and I kick and scream and fight 
you, know that is the disease talking- 
not me." It happened just as she said it 
would, but the forewarning didn't make 
it hurt any less. 

"You're a storyteller, honey Take my 
story and make it count," Mom told me 
in the early stages of her disease. I 
believe she knew that setting me on a 
course of action would be the best way 
for me to cope. Just as Ronald Reagan 
wanted to shield his Nancy from the 
pain of watching him deteriorate, Mom 
too wanted to protect us from her 
death in slow motion, but her descent 
into darkness IS part of her story So 
with her direction and my family's 



blessing, I honor her by preserving what 
was once my mom as well as the 
mysterious life force that now resides in 
her body. 

In the telling of my story, I have been 
blessed to meet many families with 
great grace and bravery. Our efforts at 
Leeza's Place to help those newly 
diagnosed and their caregivers give me a 
rare glimpse into the family dynamics 
after the bomb called Alzheimer's 
disease has exploded and they are 
gathering for the fight. I was recendy 
reminded of my mother's courage when 
we opened our doors at the Health 
First Leeza's Place in Melbourne.A 
woman named Evelyn Glover was there 
with her children and grandchildren. I 
knew before meeting her that she had 
the disease. Her demeanor was just a 
litde bit tentative. Her laughter just a bit 
nervous. Mostly, though, it was her spirit 
that called out to me. Mom had been 
the same way Aching to escape the trap, 
people in the early stages seem to try 
so hard to mask it all, 
to appear as if nothing 
is wrong — desperate 
to make YOU feel at 
ease. 

The Glovers are a 
well-known family in 
these parts. A big name 
in the oil business, 
Evelyn has served as 
the driving force in the 
business since her husband died, leaving 
her to handle the company and young 
children. She had not missed a day of 
work in 30 years when "something 
started going wrong." 

On this particular day, Evelyn looked as 
if she could be going to the office. 



Dressed smartly with the look of 
proud intelligence on her face. Money, 
education, status — it makes no 
difference with this disease. Alzheimer's 
is an insatiable invader... it wants not 
only the "victim" but also the entire 
family. 

It had been barely over a week since 
the Glovers had heard the news about 
MaMoo, as she was called. Her son 
called it "the thing she has." She called 
it Alzheimer's. She seemed to want to 
face it. In fact, she was driving down I- 
95 with her daughter Beth when she 
said, "It's time." For three years the 
family had been dealing with their 
mother's decline while Evelyn 
maintained her independence. They had 
been shuttled from doctor to doctor, 
trying all kinds of drugs and treatments, 
some of which made the situation 
worse. Beth spoke of the frustration 
she had of not being able to handle the 
needs of her own family and her 
mother All the while, they hoped it was 
just a 

condition that 
would pass... 
something 
they could fix 
and get their 
mom back. 
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From Victim to Advocate: Facing Alzheimer's Disease (cont'd) 




Frustrated and frightened, they found 
Dr. Rosemary Laird and she brought 
them to Leeza's Place, an 
oasis where they would find 
support. Dr. Laird is a 
driving force behind our 
efforts in Florida and she 
told me, "They are an 
amazing family I don't know 
how much they are ready 
to face yet." So you must 
understand that when I 
stood before a packed room on our 
opening day, it was with some risk that I 
asked Evelyn to come forward and 
address the crowd, "There is someone 
here with her family today who really 
personifies what we are about at Leeza's 
Place. Evelyn, where are you?" There 
was a silence as she made her way 
through the crowd and I stood there 
holding a live mic praying I had made 
the right move. She started to speak and 
it was immediately clear - Evelyn Glover, 
a working woman for three decades, 
had found her work for the next stage 
of her life. 

I hugged her; she took the mic and said: 
"To stand here and look at this 
audience, I think about how lucky we 
are. When you get to be my age, which 
is 85 (applause)...when you get here and 
you have, well I didn't know what it was 
for a long time, but something was going 
wrong up here, and I found out that I 
had, uh, how do you pronounce it..." 
Leeza: "Alzheimer's?" 
Evelyn: "Well, something like that So I 
stayed home for a while and I felt sorry 
for myself and oh dear, look at me now. 
I want to help people in this situation. 
All these nice people seem to 
understand me and I wouldn't take 
anything for it. I want to be there to 
help somebody like me." 

Bingo. There it was. Evelyn was looking 
through a new lens. She went from 
victim to advocate. The woman who 



was all about work ethic had found a new 
community to serve. She felt safe and 

protected. I 

'"W ~ 1 whispered a 

prayer of 
thanks. 

Evelyn's family 
all gathered 
around her in 
the room 
where we do 
what we call Memory Television. A "set" 
designed by families featuring pictures, 
mementos, and souvenirs provides the 
background for the production of a video 
scrapbook. Family members interview 
each other about the things they never 
quite got around to. The Glovers pulled 
out old photographs and old feelings they 
hadn't taken out in a long time. 

We heard about Joe going over to his 
mother's house everyday to read 
scripture because Evelyn couldn't 
understand what the words meant 
anymore. We heard Beth say she wished 
they had a video like this with their dad. 
Laughing, teasing, recalling old days at "the 
big house." A legacy preserved before 
memories are kidnapped. 

When it was over, the big brother, Joe, 
said, "I believe there's a lot of healing 
here." Even though they were exhausted, 
they said they felt energized. Education, 
empowerment, energy. That's the mission 
of Leeza's Place. It was my mother's wish, 
and to see it fulfilled through the 
experiences of families like the Glovers 
makes my heart leap. 

The Glovers gave me a bouquet of 
peacock feathers to celebrate the opening 
of Leeza's Place. Proud, colorful, standing 
tall - they are there amidst the 
computers, the kids' art, the scrapbook- 
ing table, and the love that lives in that 
community. One family's experience in 
our common disease. 




"LtiCiJ QWiiiii.- I.- bciiiiiiliil iii^iilf 
and I'lif, I'lic oj the few inic profiniiul 
IniniiVi l>ci)itjs in a business filled with 
shttllowness. I'm deeply moved by 
Leezii's efforts to offer help and hope 
to those millions o f families who battle 
AUlieimer's. Tci lose your memory is 
the cruelest Now. I'm proud she chose 
this rendition of the sont;, and I hope 
it will nourish the souls o f both 
careaii'ers and the diaf;nosed. " 

■ Rirry Maniloii' 



On September 1 4, Top Sail 
Productions and Leeza Gibbons 
will release a special CD 

Reflections 

to raise funds for the Leeza 
Gibbons Memory Foundation and 
the Alzheimer's Foundation of 
America. Top Sail Productions is 
donating 1 00% of its profits from 
the sale of this CD. Refecdons is a 
collection of 1 5 incredible songs 
from the biggest names in music 
today, including Anita Baker, 
Celine Dion, Linda Eder, Enya, 
Gloria Estefan, Aretha Franklin, 

Josh Groban, Carole King, 
Madonna, Barry Manilow, Reba 
McEntire, Richard Marx, Sarah 
McLachlan, Leann Rimes and Rod 
Stewart. Top Sail Productions has 
partnered with Warner Special 
Products and WEA Distribution 
to release Reflections. 
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Alzheimer's Story Lines turn in 'Memorable' Performances 



By Dan Weaver and Lee Moore Jr 

What's one of the best weapons we have in 
arming us against Alzheimer's? In the last 
decade, several television series and movies 
of the week have zoomed In and focused 
on this real-life villain. 

Jan Landls.aTV Guide Channel Executive, 
has previewed hundreds of socially relevant 
episodes and says, "By putting a human face 
on such difficult topics, TV has the power 
to move us into action." 

"The West Wing handled this issue so 
nicely," offers Leeza Gibbons. "Allison 
Janney experiences every authentic 
emotion when her TV father enters the 
early stage. . . powerful. On ER, Alan Alda is 
so well loved; his portrayal of a first-stage 
patient is poignant" In fact, both those 
episodes were honored with an Alzheimer's 
Association Entertainment Award. 

The Leeza Gibbons Memory Foundation 
and the Alzheimer's Association are both 
regularly tapped for story line consulting. 
Peter Braun, executive director.Alzheimer's 
Association, L.A. believes, "The Hollywood 



10 Warning Signs of 
Alzheimer's Disease 



community has the power and authority to 
raise awareness and effect change." 

Former Entertainment Tonight Managing 
Editor Glenn Meehan, who now heads 
Marble Faun Entertainment, agrees. He lost 
two grandparents to Alzheimer's and saw 
firsthand how it "robs families of loving 
moments. TV Is one of the most powerful 
tools that we can use to make a difference." 
His fell shows in production include 
American Families for Discovery. 

Ed Boyd, E! Entertainment Producer and 
Writer commented, "I'd like to see more 
social causes like Alzheimer's addressed In 
unexpected ways - Integrated into genres 
like comedies and reality. It's a good idea to 
not always make the social cause the central 
focus of a program - to have the story line 
intersect with the main story In a new way." 

Look for Lifetime TV to do more socially 
charged themes as well. "We are 
committed to being advocates for women, 
and we recognize that Alzheimer's disease is 
an issue that our viewers care about" says 
network president Carole Black. "We 
applaud Leeza and her team at the Leeza 
Gibbons Memory Foundation for their 
passionate work, and we will continue to be 
involved in making a difference in the lives 
of caregivers and those who suffer from 
memory disorders." 

Landis suggests that TV programmers have 
an obligation to script social issues. "Dramas 
can play a valuable role in creating 
awareness on topics like Alzheimer's, which 
most of us don't want to think about, let 
alone talk about Our TV sets can be the 
Icebreakers." The Peabody- and Emmy- 
winning host Bill Moyers adds, "People give 
us something they will never get back, an 
hour or two of their time. We owe them 
something of value." 

Gibbons, a TV and radio entertainment 
news magazine veteran, has reported on 
coundess segments promoting socially 
redeeming dramas and summarizes, "TV 
and movies can be the ammunition In our 
arsenal to batde this crisis. I'm so thankful 
that my industry has proven time and again 
that it will be there to answer the call." 



1 . Memory loss. One common early 
sign of dementia is forgetting recendy 
learned information. While it is normal to 
forget appointments, names, or telephone 
numbers, those with dementia will forget 
such things more often and not 
remember them later 

2. Difficulty performing familiiir 
tasks. Persons with dementia can find it 
hard to complete everyday tasks. A 
person with Alzheimer's may not know 
the steps for preparing a meal, using a 
household appliance, or participating in a 
lifelong hobby 

3. Problems with language. A person 
with Alzheimer's often forgets simple 
words or substitutes unusual words, 
making speech or writing hard to 
understand. 

4. Disorientation to time and place. 

A person with Alzheimer's can become 
lost on their own street forget where 
they are, how they got there, and not 
know how to get back home. 

5. Poor or decreased judgment. 

Those with Alzheimer's may dress 
without regard to the weather 
Individuals with dementia often show 
poor judgment about money, giving away 
large amounts of money or paying for 
repairs they don't need. 

6. Problems with abstract thinking. 

Someone with Alzheimer's could forget 
completely what numbers are and what 
needs to be done with them. 

7. Misplacing things. A person with 
Alzheimer's may put things in unusual 
places: an iron in the freezer or a 
wristwatch in the sugar bowl. 

8. Changes in mood or behavior. 

Someone with Alzheimer's can show 
rapid mood swings — from calm to tears 
to anger — for no apparent reason. 

9. Changes in personality. People's 
personalities change somewhat with age, 
but a person with Alzheimer's can change 
a lot becoming extremely confused, 
suspicious, fearful, or dependent on a 
family member 

1 0. Loss of initiative. The person with 
Alzheimer's may become very passive, 
sining in front of the television for hours, 
sleeping more than usual, or not wanting 
to do usual activides. 
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Television Series & Movies with 
Alzheimer's Story Lines 



SERI 

The West Wing (NBC) 
ER (NBC) 
The Practice (ABC) 
Strong Medicine (Lifetime) 
Any Day Now (Lifetime) 
Judging Amy (CBS) 
Without a Trace (CBS) 
Touched by an Angel (CBS) 
7th Heaven (WB) 



MOVIES 

Do You Remember Love? (1985) 
Do You Remember Me? (1995) 
Road to Galveston ( 1 996) 
Forget Me Never ( 1 999) 
Safe House (2000) 
Time to Say Goodbye (2002) 
Alzheimer's: My Mom, Our Journey 
(2002) 

A Time to Remember (Hallmark 2004) 
The Notebook (2004) 






How CAN A PLACE 

SO EASY TO REACH 
! BE SO DIFFICULT TO LEAVE? 



The Broadmoor. Easily accessible on the sunny side of the Rockies. Extraordinary 
luxury, combining the latest modern indulgences and legendary charm. 
And a warm, welcome feeling that will remain long after you've gone home. 
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BEST CHOICE IN LAW PRACTICE: FAMILY LAW 



BY KRISTIN WITZENBURG - 



Susan Wiesner Believes in Making 




Marriage is perhaps the only 
contract one enters into with- 
out reading it first. It changes 
from state to state, meaning 
you can "enter" the contract in one state, move 
to another state and suddenly be held accountable 
to a new contract all without being given a copy 
of either to read. 

The complexities of family law stem not 
only from widespread limited knowledge about 
all the implications of the mamage contract but 
also fnom the evolving landscape of the nuances 
of relationships as well as family law. 

"Many people only become acutely aware 
of family law when they are facing a divonce. and 
at that moment they become filled with fear 
and trepidation of the unknown," says Susan 



Wiesner, founder of Susan E. Wiesner, A Law 
Corporation. "If there are children involved, the 
biggest fear people have is losing custody 
Secondarily people are concerned with losing 
all of their financial security Combined with the 
emotional trauma of a failed relationship, it can 
be quite overwhelming for most people." 

Wiesner Law Corporation 

Wiesner's firm specializes in family law, divorce, 
child custody, child support, spousal support, 
premarital agreements, paternity and palimony 
An expansive knowledge of the law and beyond 
presides a levd of service to clients, and indudes 
expertise in "Professional Goodwill" litigation 
(often associated with highly skilled or trained 
professionals or in those fields where reputation 



and talent are critical); experience with issues 
related to tax law, asset valuation, business law, 
compensation and real estate; and a worldly 
understanding of the human experience. 

"I am proud that our prartice has reached 
so many different kinds of families - celebrities 
and high income families, those suffering from 
one or both spouse's drug addiction, two moms 
in a domestic partnership, and ones plagued by 
domestic violence or child endangerment" says 
Allyson Rinella of the firm. "Through our pro 
bono work we have been able to provide legal 
aid to low income families as well." 

Adds Wiesner. "While we do have 
celebrity clientele, I believe it is inappropriate to 
use their names as a marketing tool." 

F irst Resolve Ciisis 

Wiesner credits much of their success to a line 
of defense that works quickly to first resolve crisis. 
Assuring clients that the law generally provides 
for an equitable solution, the attorneys at 
Wiesner Law Corporation are quick to take 
proactive steps that often calm the legal matters 
as well — such as getting a client immediately into 
rehabilitation if they are struggling with a drug 
or alcohol probilem; or by communicating quickly 
with opposing counsel to find solutions so as to 
avoid litigation. "A healthy co-parenting agree- 
ment IS a first priority." says Jessica R. Lesowitz. 
also of the finm. "Highly contentious lawsuits can 
carry over for a long time, which is of particular 
concern vA^en children are involved." 

Wiesner often says, "We don't live by the 
sword, but we're not going to die by it either." 
meaning they approach each case with an eye 
toviands settlement but v^^ll not forfeit a tough line 
of defense when necessary to defend clients' ri^Tts. 

Worldly Yet Grounded 

Wiesner believes her background and interest 
in international affairs, her personal choices in 
life to be a single mother her experience with 
her own divorce, and her fortunate study with 
mentors such as SonnellTnope of the high profile 
family law firm Trope & Trope have all led her 
to find an intellectual, emotional and spiritual 
pinnacle through her client work. Her global 
outlook IS seen in her education, her background 
and experience, her volunteer work, her family 
life, and her personal and professional goals. She 
adopted her daughter, Jane, from China after 
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learning about the abandoned girls resulting 
from the "one-child" policy. She earned her law 
degree at Oeighton University and then ennslled 
in the London School of Economics and Political 
Science to earn her Masters in Law. She is a 
member of the Los Angeles World Affairs 
Council, and keeps grounded by focusing on the 
reward of helping people. 

"She's an extremely effective lawyer not 
only in negotiating her client's interest, but in 
the courtroom as well. Even beyond that, she 
is caring and compassionate to her clients, and 
instills in them a true sense of self and confi- 
dence," says Sorrell Trope. The 1998 Harnett 

''Many people only 

become acutely 
awaje of fainilv law 
when thev cue 
faci])«f a (li voice, 
mid at that inonieiit 
become IiIUmI with 
fear and trepidation 
of tli(^ luilaiown. 

Buhai Center for Family Law Zephyr Ramsey 
Honoree for his commitment to justice for 
all people, Sorrell Trope may have influenced 
her involvement in the Center - but she has 
made her own place there today She recently 
taught a class for the Center on the basic 
aspects of Family Law designed to instruct 
volunteers on how to help the Center's 
low-income clients. As part of the Center's 
pro bono panel, the Wiesner Law 
Corporation also takes on a pro bono client 
every year on behalf of the organization. 

"Susan is the perfect representation of 
Harriett Buhai and the Center for Family Law. 
When we turn to our pro bono panel, it is 
because of a difficuft. thorny case. Susan's fam- 
ily law expertise as well as her commitment 



are what make her so valuable to us," says 
Betty L. Nordwind. Executive Director of the 
Harriett Buhai Center "When an attorney like 
Susan applies her professional expertise and 
knowledge freely to a challenging legal 
situation, it is extraordinary." 

The Harriett Buhai Center for Family Law 
is a co-sponsored family law/domestic violence 
project of the Los Angeles County Bar 
Association, Black Women Lawyers Association 
of Los Angeles, and Women Lawyers 
Association of Los Angeles. Named after 
Harriett Buhai - a woman characterized by 
activism on behalf of the causes of". . .the least 
vocal, the least powerful, the vi«Dunded sparrov*^ 
of the world. . ..she gave it away free, without 
reward except that which comes inwardly to a 
person of values wtio does right in disregard of 
popular opinion and public appeal, " says 
Supenor Judge Isabel K Cohen. Harriett was on 
the frontline of women lawyers representing 
women without fee. Sorrell Trope and other 
friends fondly recall Harnett for her capacity for 
fnendship. . .a rare ability to hear what people 
are realty saying and to accept them as they are. 
A woman with whom, beneath an ordinary 
appearance, lay a soul of unusual warmth, ex- 
uding love and affection, whose lightness despite 
the intensity of her beliefs, courage, and ac- 
complishments of things beyond herself left us 
all better off. 

\\^^^• Ppo|)1o Ciot Di\T)icof I 

Wiesner believes that there are several trends 
to watch in the field of family law. She notes that 
the large amount of current publicity on the 
issue of gay mamage highlights the legal impli- 
cations of the mamage contract generally While 
more and more gay couples work to create 
their own relationship contracts, so do hetero- 
sexual couples in the form of co-habitation and 
pre-marital agreements. "Enough people have 
seen a good fnend or family member struggle 
through a nasty and devastating divorce, or know 
of someone v^o loses a beloved partner only 
to be shut out of their home and nghtful place 
in bereavement. The stigma of establishing your 
contract up front is going away" says Wiesner 

With all the divorce and suffenng that must 
surely be witnessed by anyone in the family law 
field. Wiesner is surprisingly upbeat about it. 
"Often times what we think is the worst thing 



Susan and Jane Wiesner 




tums out to be the best thing - a new beginning 
an opening for new love, a resurrection of your 
lost self or esteem. So many of our clients be- 
lieve that the expenence has changed their lives 
for the better after they're through the fine of it 
all. Of course much of that change came from 
within, but It IS very satisfying to play such a critical 
role in people's lives and try to help them find 
the nght path." 

When asked to descnbe the most com- 
mon event leading to divorce, Wesner says, "You 
might think - especially in tinsel town' - that it's 
betrayal or infidelity or lying But it's notThe most 
common theme is a gradual decline of com- 
munication, leading to separate lives, and to one 
day waking up and not knowing whom you're 
married to anymore," 

Her advice? "Take your family seriously 
today Talk about your relationship, take the time 
to understand your 'contract' and make the 
effort to establish your values today." 

Harriett Buhai Center for 
Family Law 

Volunteers & Donations: 2 1 3-388-7505 
Volunteer x3 19 volunteer@hbcfl.org 
Donations x3 1 7 events@hbcfl.org 
Appointments/referrals: 2 1 3-388-75 1 5 

Susan E. Wiesner, A Law Corporation 

9113 Sunset Blvd. Los Angeles, OA 90069 
(310) 281-2553 
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SPARKLING NATURAL MINERAL WATER 



Eat, Drink and Fight Hunger 

A MARVELOUS MEAL. A REMARKABLE PRICE. AND A GREAT CAUSE. 
From Monday. August 1 6 through Sunday, August 29, L.A.'s finest restaurants will offer a special three-course prix fixe 

GOURMET MENU FOR JUST $20 AT UUNCH AND $35 OR $45 AT DINNER.' S.PELLEGRINO WILL INCLUDE A COMPLIMENTARY BOTTLE 
OF SPARKLING NATURAL MINERAL WATER AND DONATE $1.00 FROM EACH MEAL SERVED TO SHARE OUR STRENGTH HUNGER RELIEF.^ 



sr 



» In la. county ALONE, NEARLY 600,000 RESIDENTS 

STRENGTH EXPERIENCE HUNGER EVERY YEAR.^ MAKE YOUR 

RESERVATIONS TODAY AND HELP US WIN THE FIGHT! 



For more information visit 
WWW.LADINEOUT.COM 
OR LOG ON TO 
WWW.OPENTABLE.COM 

TO MAKE RESERVATIONS NOW. 



Participating Restaurants 



Alessi Ristorante 
Los Angeles 
®TUES-SUN 
323-935- 1 197 

Bistro 45 
Pasadena 
®Tues-Fri 
626-795-2478 

BORDER GRILL 
Santa Monica 
®® Every Day 
310-451-1655 

BREEZE RESTAURANT 

Los Angeles 
©©Every day 
310-551-3334 

CAFE MED 
West Hollywood 
®® Every Day 
310-652-0445 

cafe pierre 
Manhattan Beach 
® MON-FRI 
310-S4S-S2S2 

CARDINI 
Los Angeles 
® Every Day 

213-896-3822 

CELESTINO PASADENA 
Pasadena 

®® MON-FRI 

626-795-4006 

CHAYA BRASSERIE 
LOS Angeles 

®® MON-FRI 
310-859-8833 



Chaya Venice 
Venice 

®® MON-FRI 
310-396-1 179 

chinois on main 
Santa Monica 
® Mon-Fri 
310-392-9025 

Cicada restaurant 

Los Angeles 
®® Every Day 
213-488-9488 

Citrine Restaurant 
WEST Hollywood 
©Every Day 
323-655-1690 

ClUDAD 

Los Angeles 
®® Every Day 

213-486-5171 

Crustacean 
Beverly hills 
® tues-fri 

310-205-8990 

Doug Arango's 
Los Angeles 
®®mon-Fri 
310-278-3684 

EUROCHOW 
Los Angeles 
®Mon-Fri 
310-209-0066 

Fenix at the argyle Hotel 
West Hollywood 
® Every Day 
323-848-6677 



Four Oaks Restaurant 
LOS Angeles 

®®TUES-FRI 
310-470-2265 

GLOBE Venice 

Venice 
®® EVERY Day 
310-392-8720 

THE GRILL ON HOLLYWOOD 
Hollywood 
®® Every Day 
323-856-5530 

Hal's Bar & Grill 
Venice 
®®Mon-fri 

310-396-3105 

I CUGINI 
Santa Monica 
®® Every Day 
310-451-4595 

IL MoRO Restaurant 
AND Cafe 
Los Angeles 
® Every Day 
310-575-3530 

JIMMY'S TAVERN 

Los Angeles 
®® Every Day 
310-446-8808 

JIRAFFE 

SANTA Monica 
®Mon-Fri 

310-917-6671 

LA VECCHIA CUCINA 
Santa Monica 
®® Every day 
310-399-7979 



Le Dome 
West Hollywood 
®® every Day 
310-659-6919 

Liav's Restaurant 
Venice 
® Mon-Fri 

310-314-0004 

The Lobster 
Santa Monica 

© Mon-Fri 
310-458-9294 

LOCANDA DEL LAGO 
Santa Monica 
® Every Day 
310-451-3525 

LUCQUES restaurant 

Los Angeles 
©Every Day 
323-655-6277 

Madres Restaurant 
Pasadena 
®®Tues-fri 

626-744-0900 

MAX Restaurant 
Sherman Oaks 
®® Every Day 
818-784-2915 

MICHAEL'S Restaurant 
Santa Monica 
® Mon-Fri 
310-451-0843 

MICHI 
Manhattan Beach 
® Every day 
310-376-0613 



Napa Valley Grille 


ViTo Restaurant 


Los Angeles 


Santa Monica 


©Mon-Fri 


©©EVERY DAY 


310-824-3322 


310-450-4999 


NORMAN'S ON Sunset 


XIOMARA restaurant 


West Hollywood 


Pasadena 


®® Mon-Fri 


©® Mon-Fhi 


310-657-2400 


626-796-2520 


Palomino Restaurant 


Zax Restaurant 


westwood 


Brentwood 


®® Every Day 


®® MON-FRI 


310-208-1960 


310-571-3800 


PASTiNA Trattoria 


Zazou 


Los Angeles 


Reoondo Beach 


®® Tues-Sun 


® SAT-SUN 


310-441-4655 


310-540-4884 


PREGo Ristorante 




BEVERLY Hills 


Program Availability 


®® MON-FHl 


(l) = Lunch 


310-277-7346 


® = Dinner 


ROCKENWAGNER 



SANTA Monica 
®Every Day 
310-399-6504 

Valentino 
Santa Monica 

®Mon-Fri 
310-829-4313 

Vert a Brasserie 
BY Wolfgang Puck 
Los Angeles 
®® Every Day 

323-491-1300 

Vincenti Ristorante 
Los Angeles 
® Every Day 

310-207-0127 



'T<k and gratuity exduded 
%slK Waters ^I>r»1 America will dorate 
$1 10 Share m StrengHi (or each 
restaurant meal served at paittapatlng 

restaurants dunng the penod 
August 16. 2004 to August 29, 2004. 
up to a manmum 
donation of J1 0.000. 
'Los Anodes Coalldon to End Hunger 
t HomelMSness (boehh.org) 

brought to you by 



\ 




© 2004 Nestle Waters Nonh America Inc. 
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TOP PICK 



BLOWFISH SUSHI 

Julian Lennon ic one of the owners of this sushi-anime-nightclub combo 
imported from San Francisco. Flat screens galore flicker with cartoons, and 
on weekends the back room often booms with a techno-pop DJ. The lunch 
crowd comes from nearby offices, but at dinner it's the young and screaming- 
ly hip sipping on sake cocktails. The food stands up to the hype, thanks to 
dynamite sushi chefs and impressive presentation. 9229 W. Sunset Blvd., 
West Hollywood (31O-ae7-304S). L Mon.-Fri; D nightly. Full bar. Sushi 



PNOTOGRAPM BY EDMUND BARR 
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DOWNTOWN & 
MID CITY 

ABC SEAFOOD .'Of Ord St. (213-680-2887). B-L-D daily. 
At this bustling, I long Kong-stylc seafood house, huge 
tanks of squirming edibles ring the dining room, and on 
weekends hungn.' acolnes come in waves for dim sum. 
Expect lots of chaos and a kitchen that doesn't know 
from not using MSG. Beer and wine. (S) Cantonese 

CAFE PINOT TOO jr* St. (2i)-2}9-6$oo or www.pati- 
nagroup.com). L Mon.-Fri.: D nightly. This Joachim 
Splichal spot is situated in a glass box next to the Cen- 
tral Library. The food is Splichal lite — eccentrically de- 
licious Provenfal-C'alifomia C(X)king. Full bar. (S$S) 
C^fomia/French Bistro 

CIAO TRATTORIA W. 7th St. (213-624-2244 or 
•www.ciaotrattoria.com). L Mon.-Fri.; D nightly. Smack 
in the middle of the Financial District, with pastoral 
murals and busts of David, this is a great place for 
dining those out-of-towTi clients. Skip the hruschetta, 
don't miss the lobster ravioli, and peruse the excellent 
wine list. Creme brulee cheesecake for dessert. Full 
bar. (SSS) Italian 

CICADA 617 S. Olivt St. (213-488-94S8 or www.cicada- 
rsslaurant.com). L Mon.-Fri.; D Mon.-Sat. The room is a 
throwback to old-time elegance, and the food mixes tra- 
ditional and contcmporan-: beef carpaccio with truffle 
cheese, lobster crepe with asparagus, duck ravioli with 
shiitake mushrooms, filet mignon with foie gras. Banana 
Basket for dessert. Full bar. (SSS) Northern Italian 

ClUDAD Vnion Bank Plaza, 445 S. Figueroa St. (213-4S6- 
^171 or www.ciuJad-la.com). L Mon.-Fri.; D nightly. The 
tortilla soup at Marv Sue Aliiliken and Susan Feniger's 
dow ntown place is a star. Follow with Argentine em- 
panadas, Swiss chard with tomatillo sauce, or Brazilian 
CT(Yttffj— mussels, shrimp, and other seafood in a co- 
conut-lime broth over coconut rice. Shuttle service to 
nearby theaters is available. Full bar. (SSS) Latin 

GUELAGUETZA }}i7i/2 W. Sth St. (213-427-0601). L-D 
daily. It's no wonder that this little restaurant, with its 
handbag-sized empanadas, banana leaf-wrapped tamales, 
and dKine moles, is so crowded. But don't let that thwart 
you; the food is wx'U worth the effort. Also at 3014 W. 
Olympic Blvd. (213-427-0608). No alcohol. (S) Oaxacan 
KENDALL'S BRASSERIE Music Center. 13$ N. 
Grand Ave. (213-972-7322). L-D daily. The 
Patina family's newest member has carved out an elab- 
orate space underneath the Dorothy Chandler Pavil- 
ion. Dark wood, red veK*et curtains, leather couches, 
and eclectic paintings smack of a European salon, yet 
the service gets you to the opera on time. The crowd is 
diverse, some ordering the Sqq Plateau Royal (whole 
iMaine lobster, Dungeness crab, shrimp, assorted oys- 
ters, and mussels), others happy with the Wednesday 
special of potato soup with creme fraiche and fried 
leek. You'll even have time for the chocolate and vanilla 
potsde creme. Full bar. (SSS) French 

LA BOCA DEL CONQA ROOM S364 Wilsbire Blvd. 
(323-938-1696 or www.congaroom.com). D Thur.-Sat. 
Comprising two whimsical rooms that lead to the Con- 
ga proper, the Boca seems straight out of Dr. Seuss— 
with the exception of the scantily clad crowd. The food 
is festive: tuna cevichc, cazuela de came (grilled rib eye 
over mashed tamale), and a tres leches chocolate cake. 
Work it all off with a salsa lesson at the C^onga. Full bar. 
(SSS) Nuevo Latino 

L.A. PRIME Westin Bonaventure Hotel. 404 S. Figueroa 
St. (213-612-4743). Dn/^^f/y. Things have gotten very sim- 
ple and verv good on the 35th floor of the Bonaventure. 
with cherrystone clams, crabmeat cocktails, and prime 
beef with lobster tail. Full bar. (SSSS) Steak House 

LA SERENATA DE GARIBALDI 1842 £. ist St. (323-26^- 
2887 or www.laserenataonline.com) . B Sat.-Sun.; L-D 
daily. This large storefront in the heart of Boyle Heights 
attracts a steady stream of gringos for a unique, tasty 
menu that focuses on Mexican seafood. Beer and wine. 
(S$) Mexican 

NICK • STEF'S STEAKHOUSE Wells Fargo Building. 330 
S. Hope St. (213-680-0330 or -mtmipatinagroup com). L 
Mon.-Fri.; D nightly. At Joachim Splichal's steak house. 



giant cuts ot beet hang in a glass-w alled aging chamber, 
and the service in the modcmc dining room is flawless. 
Meats arc cooked perfecth; the artichoke gratin is richly 
indulgent, and the lemon meringue pie is a pertect coda. 
Full bar. (SSSS) Stc;ifc House 
Hot RESTAURANT • BAR Omni Los Angeles Hotel 2$i 
S. Olive St. (213-3^6-4100 or www.omnihotels.com). D 
nightly. British chef Robert Gadsby is wowing crowds 
w ith his Asian-inspired presentations— especially his 
six- and nine-course tasting menus. Signature dishes in- 
clude a butternut squash cappuccino starter, mimosa 



UPDATE 



salad with crispy chicken and minted mango trappe. 
and halibut with periwinkle chowder. There arc lovclv 
(iesscrts (banana tempura. anvonc?) and cheeses, too. 
Full bar. (SSS) Progressive ^Vmerican 
PATINA VClilt Disney Concert Hj//. 141 S. GrandAve. (zi}- 
9-j-i?U or wwiL'.patinagroup.com). L Mon.-Fri.; D 
nightly. }oM:h.\m Splichal's restaurant at Disncv I lall is a 
stunner. Imagine chestnut soup with truffled cream, 
pheasant with apple-champagnc sauerkraut, sauteed 
blue prawns with creamy polenta, caramelised apples 
with a crescent linzer dough and ice cream. This is a 



Ti 



PORK'S up: 
A chop vfith spinach 
and polenta 



raxx 




It's a romantic collaboration, restaurants and 
railroad stations. Grand Central Station has 
the Oyster Bar, a lovers' oasis, and not just be- 
cause of its aphrodisiacs on the half shell. 
Union Station in L.A. has Traxx. Atmospherically 
we have an advantage— an outside dining area. 
Traxx's patio is bordered by giant jacaranda 
trees on one side and a grassy courtyard on 
another. The sounds of waiters pouring water, 
birds fussing, and gates being announced 

merge into a convivial white noise. Whether you're inclined to be inside— a smattering of tables 
sit smack on the concourse; an intimate dining room sits in view of an open kitchen-or out, the 
station's graceful stone arches and restored tiles, Its inlaid floors and vaulted ceilings, evoke 
the glow of a bygone grandeur. It doesn't take much to conjure images of ladies in fox-collared 
suits and seamed hosiery on the arms of well-fed oil magnates walking down the platform to 
board steam engines en route to a summer house in Santa Barbara or a hotel in New Orleans. 
This fits the menu of chef-owner Tara Thomas. She gives a nod to those days with the likes of a 
Waldorf salad but coaxes the '50s favorite by substituting frisee for the iceberg and, when in 
season, pears for the apples. The walnuts are candied, and Pt. Reyes Blue subs for the mayo. 

Thomas's cuisine has a homeslyle base. Fish, chicken, and meats are perfectly cooked and 
simply presented. But each dish gets a personal signature, a tweak that's ingenious yet subtle, 
no louder than the difference between a solid and a jacquard. Louisiana lump crab cakes are 
huge discs whose crunchy exteriors give way to moist, delicate meat. They gel their kick from a 
remou/ade laced with chipotle chiles. A beautiful striped bass is accompanied by caramelized 
fennel, and the line-caught freshness of one plays off the aromatic nuance of the other. A beef 
tenderloin is thick, remarkably tender, and correctly cooked to order. It's such a good piece 
of meat that carving becomes reverential; should it be consumed, really, or bronzed? A drizzle 
of merlot-and-tarragon glaze with a just balance of richness, acidity, and herbal notes perks up 
the beef without pummeling it. and a cloud of mashed potatoes and fried waffle chips are like 
chaperons, helping all the flavors play nice. At lunchtime Traxx is filled with office workers fuel- 
ing up on giant salads and upscale sandwiches (chicken with watercress and Brie; grilled Black 
Forest ham and smoked gouda). At night it's quieter, with families celebrating birthdays and 
reunions, friends seeing someone off on a trip. Fox collars are scarce, but passengers are still 
climbing aboard at Union Station, and they're still going to Santa Barbara or New Orleans. Or 
to Universal City and North Hollywood on the Red Line. P/us 9a change... -Margot Dougherty 

800 N. Alameda Street f2;3-625-'999 or www.traxxrestaurant.comJ. Full bar. ($$-$%$) L Mon.-Fri.; 
D Mon.-Sat. Contemporary American 
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grandKXTcasion restaurant, ideal for drinks or supper 
before or after a show. Full bar. (SSSS) Cal-Frcnch 

PETE'S CAFt AND BAR 40a S. Mam St. (2ty6ij-iooo). 
L Mon.-Fri.; D night/y; brunch Sat.-Sun. Hnvision red 
ceilings, low lights, jazz music, and alcoholic egg 
creams. It's upscale pub food here: mac and cheese with 
Vermont cheddjir, Asiago, and chevre; barbecued lamb 
ribs; braised veal potpie; and for dessert, homemade 
bread pudding. Full bar. ($S) American Bistro 

THE RESTAURANT Downtown Standard, fyo S. Vlmser 
St. (2i j-8rt2-Jtoiio or www.standardhotel.iom). B-L-D 
daily. It's mellow yellow in this mod, '6os-style hotel 
diner where the food is all about comfort: croque mon- 
sieur, roast pork with caramelized apples. Dessert? 
Mocbi ball ice cream. At night 3 DJ spins in the lobby. 
Full bar. ($$S) International 

R-23 92) E. 2nJ St. (iy-(S#7-7'7* or www.riycom). L 



Mon.-I ri.: U Mon.-Sat. One of the best sushi bars in 
LA. is hidden in this artsy district and sports cardboard 
fomiturc, exposed brick, and chefti who make miracles 
out of fish and rice. Beer, «ine, and sake. ($S$) Japanese 

SAI SAI Millennium Biltmore Hotel, $06 S. Olive St. (211- 
624-1100 orwww.millenniumhotels.com). L Mon.-Fri.: D 
Mon.-Sat. After a greeting from a kimonoed hostess, 
vou're seated and the show begins; an exquisite four- 
course chef's menu, starting with sweet and smoky 
miso eggplant and ending with crcme brOlee. The 
Sashimi is lovely, as arc the more involved kaiseki din- 
ners, and the staff makes vou feel like you've been com- 
ing foryears. Beer, wine, and sake. ($$$) Japanese 

TESORO TRATTORIA ?oo 5. Grand Ave. (21J-6S0-0000 
or www.tesorotrattoria.com). L Mon.-Fri.: D Mon.-Sat. 
This imassuming slice of classic Italian dining is within 
walking distance of MOCA. The room is charming, 




Check out 

Luxurious comfort that runs 
from bedside to beacliside 

Check in to a destination 

as unique as you are 



LOEWS SANTA MONICA BEACH HOTEL 

LOS ANGELES 

Call your travel expert or 310-4S8-6700 | www.ioewshoteis.com 



and the kitchen serv'es some of the tastiest gamlvretti 
(risotto with shrimp) and grilled portobellos this side 
of Florence. Complimentary shuttle to and from the 
Music Center. Full bar. (S$S) Tuscan 

A THOUSAND COAHSS New Otani Hotel. 120 S. Los An- 
gles St. (2f j-.!5?-92f 5/ L Mon.-Fri.: D nightly: brunch Sim. 
Outside is an elaborate garden with a waterfall. Inside, 
waitresses in kimonos shuffle among tables serving a 
mostly Japanese clientele everything from tcriyaki 
chicken and sashimi to grilled eel, pickled jellyfish, and 
raw squid. Full bar. (SSS) Japanese 

WATER GRILL $44 S. Grand Ave. (21)^91-0900 or 
www.kingsseafood.com) . L Mon.-Fri.: D nightly. The 
room is sophisticated if somewhat businesslike, but 
chef Michael Cimarusti's food is why you're here. 
Choices include top-notch oysters and an exquisite 
menu of fresh fish. The wine list is first-rate, as is the 
chocolate bread pudding. Full bar. (SSS) Seafood 

ZUCCA Soi Tower, Sot S. Figueroa St. (2t}-6i4-jSoo or 
www.patinagroup. com). L Mon.-Fri.: D nightly. Joachim 
Splichal imported the floor firom a Tuscan farmhouse 
and the handblown chandeliers from Venice for this 
rustic Italian outpost. Look no further (or pizzetta 
strewn with caramelized onions, goat cheese, and ham; 
Ligurian-stylc pasta with green beans, potatoes, and 
pesto; or succulent striped Ijass cooked in a wood-burn- 
ing oven. Full bar. (SSS) Italian 

LOS FELIZ & 
SILVER LAKE 

BLAIR'S 2*)oj RowenaAve. (^2^-660-1882 or www.blairs- 
restaurantxom). D ni^tly. The rooms— one a bar, one a 
dining room— are small and word's caught on so it's 
crowded, but the result is conviviality rather than an- 
noyance. Nobody's pushing bottled water, the beer se- 
lection includes Chimay ales, and dishes range from 
shrimp cocktail with deviled eggs toTasmanian salmon 
with pea tendrils and ^'^himkhurri sauce. Yum. Full 
bar. (SSS) California 

CAFE STELLA W. Sunset Blvd. (i2y666-026$). D 
Tue.-Sat. At this neighborhood cafe, specials arc on a 
chalkboard, fresh baguettes are whisked to the tables, 
and everyone seems engaged in serious conversation 
over the likes of asparagus salad, escargots, tarragon 
chicken, and steak au powre. Save room for the crcme 
brulee. Beer and wine. (SSS) French 

EDENDALE GRILL 28)8 RowenaAve. (^23-666-2000 or 
ivww.edetuLtleff^iixom). D nightly. There's a speakeasy 
vibe to this old firehouse turned restaurant. Eat inside or 
out, or just liquidate yourself at the 38-foot bar. Good 
choices include crab cakes with tequila-lime sauce, baked 
sea scallops, molasses-^azed salmon, and scared trout 
with ^plewood-smoked bacoa Full bar (S S S) American 



THESE LISTINGS are a guide to establishments 
reviewed and recomnnended by our dining critics and 
staff and f>ave no relationship to any advertising in Los 
Angeles rnagazine. Visits are anonymous, and all expens- 
es are paid by the magazine. 

Price classifications are approximate and are based on 
a typical three-course dinner for one person, exclusive 
of drinks, tax. and tip; unless otherwise noted, these 
restaurants accept most credit cards. 

Key to Symbols 

($) Inexpensive — ^nner under $1$ 

{%$) Moderate - Mostly under *25 

(%%$) Expensive - MosHy under J50 

($$$S) Very expensive — $SO and over 

B: Breakfast L Lunch 0. Dinner 

WE WELCOME your comments and suggestions. 
Please write c/o "Dining Out.' Loi Angeiei magazine. 
5900 Wilshire Blvd.. lOlh floor. Los Angeles. CA 90036; 
or e-mail us at letters@lamag.com. 
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Grand Pool. 6.6 acres of tropical bliss. Five pools. Three whirlpools. Fountains. Waterfall 
A lazy river. A postcard-perfect way to unplug from the action inside, maximum Vegas. 



mgmgrand.com 1-800-929-1111 
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LOUISaMARTINl 



"DISCOVER A 
NAPA VALLEY GEM." 

THE LOUIS M. MARTINI 
WINERY IS DEDICATED 
TO PRODUCING 
DISTINCTIVE 
CABERNET SAUVIGNON 
FROM THE BEST 
VINEYARDS IN 
NAPA VALLEY AND 
SONOMA COUNTY. 



HOME plate: 
Manc/iego, ham, 
and toast 




FRCD 62 /.y>wA'. Vermont Ave. {^zyddy-oodz). BL-D 24 
hours daily. Chef Fred Eric and designer Fred Suther- 
land created a menu of tweaked diner grub: chewy Ko- 
rean potato-starch noodles, tofu scramble, smoked 
salmon sandwiches, even homemade Pop-Tarts. TTiis 
retro joint is cool 24 hours a day. Beer and wine. (S) 
Kclcctic Diner 

IL CAPRICCIO ON VERMONT ij^i N. Vermont Ave. 
(i2 j-662-<i(joo). L Sat.-Sun.: D nrgbt/y. The smell of 
roasting garlic fills the dining room, thanks to a kitchen 
cooking up chicken Vcsuvio, spaghetti del mare, and 
rigfitoni norcina (sausage, mushrooms, and onions ). For 
dessert? The squash-shaped zuccotto (sponge cake). 
Beer and wine. (SS) Italian 

LA BELLE EPOQUE 212S Ilillhurst Ave. (ji2y669-j640 
or iimwAdhelleepoquerestdurant.com). B-L-D Tue.-Sun.: 
brunch Sat.-Sun. This is like a sidewalk cafe on the Left 
Bank— with friendlier waiters. They ser\'e unpreten- 
tious French cuisine and a dessert tray that s near im- 
possible to choose from (hint: the cappuccino cup). 
Country omelettes for breakfast, shrimp-and -avocado 
club sandwiches for lunch, and poulet sauce maison for 
dinner. Beer and wine. (SS) French/Continental 

MEXICO CITY 2i2\ Uillhurst Ave. i^2y6(u-72Z7). L 
W'ed.-Sun.: D nightly. The decor is '50s Naugahydc, the 
crowd Los Feliz hipster, and the menu atypical. The 
spinach enchilada— with a Zacatecanas sauce oipoblano 
chiles, sour cream, and onions — best shows off the 
kitchen's ability: Ciirnivores will like the cochinita pibil 
(^'ucaran-srv'le marinated pork). Full bar. (S) Mexican 



UPDATE 



TANGIER 21%S milhurst Ave. U2y666- 
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S666 or www.tangkrrestduriint.net). D 
nightly. This dimly lit locale with a cabaret in back is 
lousy with celebrities, expats, and Los I'eliz hipsters. 
The lounge hosts a DJ and occasional readings. In the 
Mor<Kcan carpet-covered dining room, innovative ap- 
petizers include a sauteed feta cube with grilled toma- 
toes and red lentil soup with chili oil. For entrees, it's 
lime-ginger shrimp with cilantro mashed potat(x.'S, or 
chicken curry, or an herb-crusted filet mignon. The 
house dessert is Cheesecake Tangier. Full bar. (SSS) 
Eclectic 

TANTRA ?70,- W. Sunset BlvJ. (}2y66ySi68}. L Mon.- 
Fri.: D nightly. Think nco-hip Indian overseen by a 
golden Gancsh. The dining area is open to the street, 
.ind the food is superior— curries, masalas, stir-fr\'s. and 
a fine raita. An adjacent lounge looks likejeannies bot- 
tle might on an acid trip and serves Tantrinis and Indian 
.Sunsets. Numisstc. Full bar. (SS) Indian 

VERMONT 171.^ ,V. Vermont Ave. (}2y6bi-()i6} or 
w-wi' vcrmontrestiiurantonline.com). I. Mon.-I'ri.: D 
nightly. The place is elegant and buzzing with regulars, 
the owTiers are in the house, and the food falls in the 
well-prepared standard-bearers category: poached 
salmon, beef fillet, roast chicken. A shrimp and arugula 
salad has a citrus zip, and the tlourlcss chocolate cake is 
waiting patiently. Full bar. (SSS) Cal-French 



HOLLYWOOD & 
MELROSE 

AGO .V^7^ Melrose Ave. 02t-6^S-6_w). L Mon.-Fri.: D 
nightly. At this sleek showxase (c(vowned b\' Robert De 
Niro). pastas arc served piping hot and perfectly 
cooked and pizzas come direct from a brick oven. En- 
trees include the likes of monkfish with creamy polen- 
ta and babvrack of lamb. Full bar. (SSS) Tuscan 

ALES5I 6602 Melrose Ave. (?^.?-9.?i*-/i97/ D Tue.-Sdt. TTie 
cuisine is neither tussv norhea\y at this neighborhood 
boitc. just superbly executed. Linguine is al dentc, pro- 
sciutto pizza has a pastr\'-thin crust, and osso buco is 
so tender you can toss your knife. Full bar. (SS) Italian 

ALEX 670? Melrose Ave. (}2y<)^-$2}^ or www.alexrestau- 
rant.com). D Mon.-Sat. Chef-owner ^Vlex Scrimgeour's 
fine dining restaurant is bcautifiil. and the menu is filled 
with knee-weakening choices: osetra ca\'iar, duck breast 
with black chern,' reduction, pear tarte with ginger- 
bread ice cream. This Ls the place to celebrate— or sim- 
ply indulge. Full bar. (SSS) Contemporary' European 




Cobras & 
Matadors 

Oh. Mr. Arroyo. You ve done it again. The 
owner of Cobras & Matadors on Beverly 
and Cobra Lily on Wilshire has turned 
his steak place (the Hillmont) into another 
C&M. this one with a beer and wine license. 
Look for the same tasty tapasi beet and 
cabrales salad, octopus with salsa verde, 
prawns with cinnamon sugar and chiles, and 
a good selection of cheese plates. Don't 
stop at dessert. It's not a meal without 
churros and hot chocolate dipping sauce. 
4655 Hollywood Blvd. (525-669-5922). 
D nightly. Beer and wine. ($$) Tapas 



AMALFI ;4? iV. I.a BreaMv. (■t2}-g}ifl-2^04 orwww.amalfi- 
ristorjnte.com). I. Afon.-Fri.: D nightly. Francesco Grillo 
fronts the house, his father Filippo is in the kitchen, 
Frank's on the stereo, artichokes arc in the tiisilli, and the 
flavor of It.-xly's in e\'ery dish. From risotto to whitefish, 
tennel salad to tiramisu, this is the real deal. Fat inside 
or out and head upstairs to the /Vcme Comedy Theater 
tor stand-up or music afterward. Full bar. (SS) Italian 

AMHO N. Hii^LmdAve. (121-^71-2666 orwwwjimmo- 
cafe.com). L Mon.-Fri.: D Mon.-Sat.; brunch Sat.-Sun. 
The highly regarded catering company's tiny cafe sports 
ex|>osed pipes and paper lanterns and dishes up every- 
thing from ten-grain pancakes to turkey burgers, tuna 
tartare to lasagna, grilled chicken to chocolate mousse 
layer cake. Beer and wine. (S S) j-Vmerican 

ASTRA WEST Pacific Design Center. 8687 Melrose. ive. 
(^w-6^2-1001 or www.charliepalmer.com). L Mon.-Fri. 
Whether you're outfitting your man.se or just ogling, 
there's no need to drop when you shop at the PDC. 
This Charlie Palmer restaurant on the third floor has 
creative food at reasonable prices and a huge outdoor 
area that's swell for parties. I'ree valet parking to boot. 
I'ull bar. (SS) California-Continental 

BASTIOE 847s Melrose PI. ()2}-6ii-$9^o). D Tue.-Sat. 
Chef Ludo LcfebvTe. who made a name for himself in 
the States at LOrangerie, recently replaced Alain Gi- 
raud at this bastion of high-end Frenchness. VtTiile the 
menu will change— owner Joe Pytka wanted to crartk 
it up a notch— you can count on the olive tree-shaded 
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Fine Jewelry & Watches 
By Master Benchman 

310-657-6001 

8703 Santa Monica Blvd. 
West Hollywood 
CA. 90069 

www.GEORGIANO.com 



courrv'ard, Andree Putman interiors, serious service, 
and all-French wine list. Full bar. (SSSS) Provencal 

CAFE DES ARTISTES /f j,; N. McCaMn PI. (?J?-./6!)- 
j)oo or www.cafedesartistes.info). L Mon.-h'ri.; D nightly. 
A garden with fountains and a tree-draped terrace sur- 
round this bistro where the fireplace is always lit. The 
must-have item is the confit de canard served with green 
cabbage and sauteed apples— that is, if you're able to 
cat amthing after devouring the jumbo shrimp cock- 
tail. Full bar. (SSS) French 

CAMPANILE 624 S. La BreaAve. (}2}-9}8-i447 or 
www.campanilerestaurant.com). L Mon.-Fri.; D Mon.- 
Sat: branch Sat.-Sun. Mark Peel and Nanc)' Sih'erton's 
standard-bearer has been on the top tier of L.A.'s 
restaurant hierarchv since dav one. The menu presents 
seasonal ingredients at their best and brightest, which 
might mean cedar-smoked trout with fennel salad, rose- 
mary-charred lamb with artichokes, or sour cherrv 
brioche. Full bar (SSS) Cal-Mcditcrranean 

CAHTEB'S.//9 .V. Fairfax Ave. Oi?-6,-;-20?o;. B-L-D 24 
hours daily. Perhaps the rudest deli this side of 1 lous- 
ton Street, with waitresses who have seen it all — many 
times. The too-hip-for-words crowd shows up late for 
blintzes and abuse. Nate 'n Al has more class, but Can- 
ter's has more soul. Full bar. (S) Deli 

CHECBO W. Sunset Blvd. (}2y8so--070). B-L-D 
daily. Orange walls, multicolored glass windows, can- 
dles, and a cup of crayons on your white-papered table. 
Noisy inside and outside at the sidewalk picnic tables 
while waiters bustle about carrying phtes of brisket and 
ma.shed potatoes or rectangular slabs of pizza, still bub- 
bling, on wooden boards. The music is funky, and the 
chocolate souffle is worth the 20-minute wait. Beer and 
wine. (S$) Eclectic Italian 

DOLCE 8284 Melrose Ave. (}2yS^2-ji74 orwww.dolce- 
enoteca.com). D nightly. The Dodd Mitchell interior is 
the biggest statement at this haunt for the P'VT set- 
black leather chairs and table covers, a bar backlit by a 
wall of flames, and a second open-air dining area. Think 
I jnq: The Next Generation. The food, ostensibly Ital- 
ian, takes a backseat to the scene. Full bar. (SSS) Italian 

DOUG ARANGO-S 8826 Me/rose Ave. (110-278-1684). D 
.Mm.- .Sat Oodles of thick candles are scattered around 
a big room with an enormous stone fireplace, and it 
doesn't ever seem to get noisy even when full. The menu 
is comfS': shepherd's pie, I^e Superior whitefish, li\'er 
and onions, broccoli and brown rice with tofxi. Full bar. 
(SSS) Gilifornia 

FALCON -21) W. Sunset Blvd. (}2}-8so-$$}o). D nightly. 
The atmosphere is Asia modeme, with a large patio off 
the dining room and a busv lounge area grounded by 
shag carpeting. The service is friendly and the food so- 
s( I, but beet salad » ith goat cheese and passe»l chicken 
with grits are good bets. Full bar. (SSS) California 

LUCQUSS 8474 Melrose Ave. U2}-6^^-6277 or www.luc- 
i/ucs.com). L Tuc.-Sat.: D nightly. 1 lighlights at Suzanne 
(join's foodie mecca include braised beef short ribs 
with potato puree, greens, and horseradish cream and 
a prix fixe menu that features the chef's special- 
tics (Devil's Chicken) and changes weekly. Full bar. 



OBJECT OF DESIRE 



(SSS) French-Mediterranean 

LUNA PARK 672 S. La Brea Ave. (}2}-9}4-2iio or 
www.lunaparkla.com). L Mon.-Fri.: D nightly: brunch 
Sat.-Sun. A bar lines one booths take up another, and 
simple tables fill the middle. Soups, salads, and comfort 
foods— gpat cheese fondue, Monte Cristo sandwiches (at 
lunch), pork cutlets — are the draw; So are s'mores — with 
homemade graham crackers. Full bar. (SS) American 

MINIBAR 1411 Cahuenga Blvd. West (}2}-882-6<i6i or 
www.minibarlounge.com). L Wed.-Fri.: D Mon.-Sat. It's 
Stanley Kubrick meets Willy Wonka— all chocolate 
browns, aquas, and white leatherette. Small plates 
include yucca flour biscuits flavored with smoky Gouda, 
saffron risotto, duck egg rolls, and beet salad. Desserts 
are even more mod: cafe con leche (chilled coffee-caramel 
pudding) and a marshmallow stew (two tiny bowls of 
homemade marshmallows and a teapot full of thick 
chocolate). Sandwiches and salads at lunch. Full bar. 
(SS) Small Plates 

MORTONS 8764 Melrose Ave. (^10-276-^20^). L Mon.- 
Fri: D Mon.-Sat. The discerning diner can spy a sprin- 
kling of big names fueling up on the likes of overstuffed 
shrimp qucsadillas, crab cakes, filet mignon with scared 
spinach, and pork chops with horseradish polenta. 
"They'll close the deal with a hot fudge sundae. Full bar. 
(SSSS) American 

MUSSO « FRANK GRILL 6667 Hollywood Blvd. (}2y 
467-7788). B-L-D Tuc.-Sat. The oldest restaurant in 
Hollywood remains a dark, imposing landmark serving 
flannel cakes in the morning, short ribs at night, and 
the martini against which all others must be judged. 
The waiters are gruff, experienced, and perfect. Pure 
Raymond Chandler. Full bar. (SSS) Continental 

NISHIMURA 8684 Melrose Ave. (■I10-6S9-4770). L 
Mon.-Fri.: D Mon.-Sat. Sushi chef Hiro Nishimura 
allows the food to provide the splash in his mini- 
malist cube across from the PDC. Warm, coarsely 
salted edamame. thinly sliced hamachi Sashimi with 
Serrano chile and garlic-citrus sauce, abalone sauteed 
with shiitakes and a,sparagus, and peppered tuna Sashi- 
mi exemplify' his exquisite work. Beer, wine, and sake. 
(SSSS) Japanese 

OFF VINE 626} Leland Way ()2}-f62-i900 or www.off- 
vine.com). I. Mon.-Fri.: D nightly: brunch Sat.-Sun. 
CJood prices, good food, great ambience. This patch 
of calm in the dark heart of Hollywood is stocked 
with imaginative California cuisine: blackened turkey 
breast w ith jalapefio-cranbcrry relish, grilled pork 
chops with apple-lime salsa, pecan chicken with pear- 
rosemary sauce, and a variety of pasta dishes. Beer 
and wine. (SS) California 

PACt 2100 Laurel Canyon Blvd. 
()2i-6i4-8^8i). D nightly If yt>u're 
up for ck-vcr pi/.zas (chopped clams, 
homemade sausage), pastas, 
grilled rib eye, sauteed chicken 
breast, or a knockout salmon fillet 
on a cedar plank, this one's for you. 
For dessert try the cookies and 
berries. Beer and wine. (SS) Italian 



With a Twist 

These days Frank Gehry is best known for the stainless steel swoops and 
curves of Disney Hall. But have you seen what the guy does with glass? 
Wyborowa (vee-BPO-va) Single Estate vodka, made in Gehry 's ancestral Poland, 
comes In an elegant bottle of his design. The award-winning spirit is of the 
rye variety, quadruple distilled and ridiculously smooth. The bottle's deep- 
seated cap doubles as a shot glass— handy in the wild— and its lines lose 
their distortion once you've imbibed sufficiently. — M.D. 
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PAL ADAR i6ii VCilcoxAve. (}2}-46$-j$oo). L Mon.-Fri.: D 
myfytly. The pork chop here is grilled, an inch and a half i 
thick, and served with garlic-laced boniato masheds and 
quince-mango chutney Wash it down with the best mo- 

jito you've had since Castro took power and dance it off 
at Nacional next door. Full bar. ($$$) Cuban 

THS PIG 6i2 N. Iji BreaAve. (j2}-^}yiii6 orwwwtbep- 
igcatering.com). L-D daily. The late-night crowd is as in- 
evitable as the lines at Pink's. Among the must-haves: 
brisket (an applewood-smoked hunk in a sweet mus- 
tard sauce), hickory-smoked baby back ribs, Cajun 
crusted Mississippi catfish, and Smoky Mountain gum- 
bo with jalapeno corn bread. Dessert? Karo pecan pie. 
BYOB. ($S) Barbecue 

PINK'S 709 N. Im BreaAve. (}2}-9)i-422} or www.pmh- 
hollywood.com). B-L-D daily. At this homage to the 
wiener, fanatics shovel in footlong jalapeno dogs with 
iridescent chili. There's always a crowd waiting for red- 
hot nirvana served, steaming, for pennies. No alcohol. 
No credit cards. (S) American 

PINOT HOLLYWOOD 1444 N. GowerSt. (}2}-46i-88oo 
orwww.patinagroup.com). L Mon.-Fri.: D Mon.-Sat. This 
Joachim Splichal outpost has a pun-filled menu and se- 
rious food and wine. Try the crab-and-risotto cake, ba- 
con-wrapped steak with mushroom masheds, or veal 
short ribs with pumpkin ravioli. Nice walled-in patio, 
too. Full bar. (SS$) C^-Frcnch 

SANTO COYOTt 9010 Melrose Ave. (}io-86o-9}}}). L 
Mon.-Fri: D nightly. Merc's a nicely decked-out 
Mexican spot with rancho ambience and fairly pre- 
dictable fare: nachos, quesadillas, tacos, salads. The 
lounge is a good place to meet for a margarita after a 
spree on Robertson. Full bar. (SS) Mexican 

SONORA CAFE 180 S. La BreaAve. (}2}-8;7-i8oo or 
www-sononuafe.com). L Mon.-Fri.: D tufptly. This upscale 
cousin of the venerable El Cholo serves Southwestern 
cuisine for meat lovers and shellfish-ionados. Try the 
South Texas antelope, cowboy steak, smoked pork chop, 
or when in season, abalone. Full bar. (S$) Southwestern 

SUNSET ROOM 14)0 N. Cahuenga Blvd. ()2}-46yooo4 
or www.thesunsetroom.com). D Wed.-Sat. This is some- 
thing of a nightclub setting, with various music and 
dance acts to accentuate your dining pleasure. On week- 
ends, when there's dancing in the lounge, request a 
booth. Full bar, ($SS) Cal-Fr«nch/Asian 

TABLE • 7661 Melrose Ave. (}2}-782-82s8). D nightly 
Chef Govind Armstrong is turning out spirited, imagi- 
native, delicious food. The menu changes daily, but 
Kobe flatiron steak with pea tendrils and torpedo onion 
marmalade gives you an idea of his ethos. So docs king 
salmon with charred escarole, artichokes, and cracked 
green olives. Beautifiil room, lovely bar, good service. 
What's not to like? Full bar. ($$S) California 

THAILAND PLAZA $j2i Hollywood Blvd. (}2}-99}-900o). 
L-D daily. This is a madcap romp featuring an assort- 
ment of food stands arranged around a plaza and Thai , 
rock bands (don't miss Thai Elvis) onstage all night long. 
Menus tend to overlap, and the mee krob from one place [ 
may be better than that from another The overall expc- , 
rience is an alternative reality. Full bar. (S) Thai 

TOMMY TANG'S 7}if Melrose Ave. (323-9}7-$7}} or 
www tommytanp.com). L-D Tue.-Sun. Welcome to the 
dining room of L. A.'s best-known name in Thai cook- 
ing (eat his food, buy his sauces, read his book). He re- 
ally does do wonders with the tastes of his homeland, ' 
adding touches from Asia and California as well. Beer 
and wine. (SSjlTiai 

VERT Hollywood & Midland, 6801 Hollywood Bhd. (J2J- 
491-1300 or www.wolfgangpuck.com). L-D daily. The 
open-kitchen decor at Wolfgang Puck's place is smart: 
warmer than the surrounding mall, easier to navigate, 
and lit just right. T"he menu's on the hearty side, with 
snails penillade (garlic and butter sauce), fritto misto, 
gnocchi with Gorgonzola, short ribs, pork chops, and 
steaks. Full bar. (SS$) Brasserie 

WHITE LOTUS 174} N. Cahuenga Blvd. (}2}-46}-oo6o or 
www.whitelotushollywood.com). D Tue.-Sat There's a 
trendy crowd, velvet ropes, VIP areas, and an adjoin- 
ing club. The sushi bar has 50 kinds of sake, and the 
room gets louder as it gets later— most diners consider 
10 p.m. an early reservation. Dishes of note: duck 
leg confit with soba and sesame-crusted halibut with 



coconut and Kaffir lime sticky rice. Full bar. (SSS) 
Euro-Asian 

XIOHARA ON MELROSE 6101 Melrose Ave. (}2}-46t-o6oi 
orwww.xiomararestaunmt.com). L-D daily. This oflfchoot 
of Xiomara Ardolina's Pasadena favorite is equally 
handsome: wrought-iron accents, brocade chairs, can- 
dles dotting the walls, and enormous windows facing 
Melrose, and it's got her famous mojitos, too. The food's 
as cool as the decor: "Very Cuban black bean soup," a 
spicy lamb shank that comes in a crust-sealed cast-iron 
casserole and is served with mashed malanga, and tasty 
seafood stews. For dessert, order the chocolate souffle 
45 minutes ahead, or be impatient and go for the enor- 
mous isla flotante. Full bar. (SSS) Latin 

YAMASHIRO 1999 JV. Sycamore Ave. (}2}-466-$i2$ or 
www.yamashirorestaurant.com). D nightly. This is the 
place to take out-of-towners for a drink and dazzle 
them with the lights of Hollywood. Sushi, sashimi, and 
tempura are on tap along with fusion entries like lob- 
ster-mango martinis, spicy Asian pasta, and pear- 
Parmesan chicken. Full bar. (SSS) Cal-Asian 



LACIENEGA& 
WEST HOLLYWOOD 

ALTO PALATO 7$$ N. La Cienega Blvd. (j 10-657-5127/ 
or www.alto-palato.com). D Tue.-Sun. Favorites from 
up and down the Boot are served at this modern 
space. Come for the cozze alia Napoletana (mussels with 
parsley, garlic, and tomatoes), the thin-crust pizza, and 
a superb monkfish with lemon, capers, and olive oil. 
The gelato is renowned; the espresso is perfect. Full 
bar. (SS) Italian 

ANGELINI OSTERIA 7)ti Beverly Blvd. (323-297-0070 or 
www.angeliniosteria.com). L Tue.-Fri.: D Tue.-Sun. The 
place is tiny, the kitchen is open, the room is busy, 
and everyone raves about the food. The menu's written 
in a pastiche of Italian (taglierino con salumi e burmta) 
and English (pork chop with red cabbage and apple). 
A special of polenta, olives, and scallops is divinity 
on a plate, ditto the sauteed veal liver. Beer and wine. 
(SSS) Italian 

A.O.C. 8022 W. 3rd St (323-6^3-63^9). D nightly. Suzanne 
Coin and Caroline Styne's wine bar and small-plates 
venture has a festive vibe and glorious food: cheese 
plates, seasonal salads, fish (seared albacore with tapc- 
nade), and meat Oamb skewers with feta salsa verde). 
Scads of good wines by the glass. Beer and wine. (SS) 
Small Plates 

ARNIE MORTON'S OF CHICAGO 43^ S. La Cienega 
Bhd. (310-246-1^01 or www.mortons.com). D ni^tly. This 
Wmdy City offshoot is a classic American steak house, 
complete with mahogany paneling and waiters who 
wheel slabs of beef and veal and live lobsters tableside in 
lieu of menus. The more-than-ample portions are the 
perfect entree to cholesterol heaven. Also at 735 S. 
Figueroa St. (213-553-4566); 3400 W. Olive Ave., Bur- 
bank (818-23S-0424). Full bar. (SSS) Steak 1 louse 

ASIA DE CUBA Mondrian Hotel, 8440 W. Sunset Blvd. 
(323-848-6000). B L-D daily. The restaurant in the 
beyond-hip Mondrian is filled with hot young celebs 
working on tuna pica, Cuban spiced chicken, and yucca- 
crusted mahimahi. Don't go home without the Latin 
Lover: chocolate mousse cake with white coffee 
anglaise. Full bar. (SSS) Asian/Cuban 

BALBOA Grafton Hotel, 8462 W. Sunset Blvd. (323-6^0- 
838} or www.halhoaprime.com). B-L-D daily. Steak's the 
name of the game, and the prime cuts, from porter- 
house to ostrich, are top of the line, served with your 
choice of rubs and sauces. Only go for the mac and 
cheese if you're into heavily smoked Gouda— and don't 
miss the shoestring fries. Full bar. (SSSS) Steak House 

BARFLY 8730 W. Sunset Blvd. (310-360-9490 or www.- 
barflyla.com). D Mon.-Sat. This spin-off of the Paris 
nightclub is tucked behind a velvet rope. Inside, as- 
suming you make it, are gilt chairs and mostly model 
food, like goat cheese salad spiked with toasted nuts. 
One dessert of note: chocolate whiskey cake. Full bar. 
($$$) Continental 
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BOOT 



8493 Sunset Blvd & La Cienega 
West Holl)-wood. Ca 90069 
323-650-0475 
www.boot-star.com 



BISTRO 21 1(46 N. Li Cienega Blvd. (po-967-ooii). D 
Tut'.~St/t. OwTicr Koichiro Kikuchi makes cvcrv morsel 
that leaves his tiny galley kitchen, and his wife oversees 
a seven-table (lining room where patience is a well-re- 
warded virtue. Velvety soups, sautecd scallops with 
eJjmjme sauce, and black olive-tlavorcd roast duck are 
bcautitullv prepared. Beer and wine. (SSS) Cal-Frcnch 

BUDDHA'S BSLIY 747^ Beverly lili J. (}2} >)V-S'!X8 or 
T^'wu'.hht'ooJ.i'om). /. Mon.-Sjt.: D night/y. The staff is 
Zen-lv pleasant at this pan- Asian oasLs, where chef l lLsa- 
shi "^bshiara, formeriy of Jozu, is at the wok. This is puilt- 
frec c^i.sinc, from potstickers to lettuce cups, fuJ thai to 
Singapore seafood noodles, wok-tosscxl mushroom s;ilad 
to hot sesame buns with lotus-seed-paste tilling. Cireat 
for takcxjut. too. Beer, wine, and sake. (SS) Asian 

CHAYA BRASSERIE ^741 A/Jen Dr litu-Ss9-SS}) or 
tiii'U'.thechjyj.i om). L Mon.-Fri.: D nightly. This multi- 
culti bistro is always hopping. The food's unerringly 
pood and incorporates Asian tinges with continental 
regulars. Think grilled mahimahi with black bean siiuce 
and halibut w ith lemongrass curry and glass noodles. 
Nifr\- cocktails. Full bar (SSS) F.uro-Asian 

cm ilyjtt Hold II401 W Sunset Bh J ((-'?-,V./*-)*,V./;. 
D nightly. The overall ambience has a dark, sex\; ^X^lld 
West-mcets-Asia feel, thanks to corset-themed chairs, 
an enclosed patio with a tire pit, and a menu of small 
plates; potstickers, noodles, grilled beef, honevcd duck 
breast. The visuals outsmart the victuals, but it's a galac- 
tic getaway, and fixxi is served until 1 1:30 p.m. Full bar. 
(SSS) Fusion 

COBRAS A MATADORS -6(f Beverly Blvd. (i2}-9}2- 
617S). D nightly. Steve Arroyo's tapas restaurant has 
been bustling since dav one, thanks to the likes oi wckxI 
oven-roasted mushrooms, /<;/ffo« .terrjno with lentils, 
and white anchovies w ith fried garlic vinaigrette. 
Browse the extensive Spanish-wine selection next door 
iK-fore heading in. BYC)B. (SS) Tapas 

DAN TANA'S 907/ Sjnta Monica Bli'd. (110-27^-9444). 
D nightly. This old-fashioned hangout is 3 favorite 
among those who live for great steaks and chops, served 
l)v waiters who have been around, well, forever. The 
room is dark, the drinks strong. Celebs who hate to be 
bothered love the place. ITie spaghetti sauce is right 
out of Little Italy l ull bar. (SSS) Northern Italian 

DIAGHILEV Wyndham Bel Age Hotel. 1020 N. Son Vicente 
Blvd. Uio-S^4-iiti). I) Tm.-Sal. VCalk past a harpist to 
your table, where a waiter sets down chilled shot glass- 
es and decanters of vodka— tea, pepper, lemon, and or- 
ange. Time's forgotten here, and maitre d* Dimitri Uim- 
itrov oversees all with unerring overseas charm. 'Fhere's 
ca\iar, there's borscht, there are elegant fish and meat 
dishes, and ihea* is service rarelv found in this part of 
the world. Full bar. (SSSS) French-Russian 

EM BISTROX.';6 Be%-erly Blvd. (t2!-6^S-6004). D Mon.-Sat. 
Have the homemade potato chips with cr(;me fraiche 
at the bar, and start with an applc-pcar-cndive salad 
with Alavtag blue at the table. lintrees range from wild 
Irish salmon to short ribs with polenta to game hen 
with couscous. Boston cream cake for dessert. Full bar. 
(SSS).'\mcriciin Bistro 

FAT FISH 616 \. Robertson Blvd. (110-6^9-^882 orwww.fat- 
tlshlj.com). /. Mon.-Fri.; D nightly. The r(x>m is small but 
arranged spaciously, a bar is secreted in back, and the 
tinv kitchen turns out great stuff: sushi sweet with 
freshness, mushroom soup with sesame oil, grilled 
salmon with long beans, cardamom-roasted duck breast 
w ith taro. That kind of thing. Essentially, there's no 
going wTong. l ull bar. (SS-S$S) Asian Bistro 

G. GARVINS S620 V'. trdSt. Oj?-«sf-?«*«;. D Mon.-Sat. 
The banquettes are a buttery tan suede, the lighting 
is soft. .Sade cnxjns through the speakers, and the menu 
is small but rich: grilled i*//(/v of filet mignon, roasted 
Colorado rack of lamb w ith baby vegetables, new 
potatoes in a port w ine and pepper sauce. Dessert? 
Banana mousse cake with warm caramel sauce. Beer 
and wine. (SSS) (California 

GRACE 7j6o Beivrly Blvd. (}2}-9i4-4400 or ivunc.grjce- 
restiiiirant.net). D Tue.-Sun. Designer Michael Bcrman 
redid the old Muse spot with polished-cement tl(xirs, 
cool chandeliers, and an orange-accented color scheme. 
.\s we'd expect from chef Neal Fraser, the ftMxI's tasty 
and innovative: sea urchin and pumpkin risotto, Scot- 



tish salmon with brandade-studcd peppers, and olive 
oil-poached halibut. Full bar. (SSS) New American 

IL SOLE S741 W: Siimet Blvd (}io-6s7-iiS2). L Mon.-Fri.: 
D nightly Iliis is an appealing alternative to the Euro- 
hip restaurants up the street. I'he room is small and the 
food decidedly Italian— no apology' for butter, olive oil, 
salt, or garlic. But it's easy to dine lightly on the likes of 
a good artichoke salad or broiled fish filleted tableside. 
Ravioli is superb, stuffed with spinach and ricotta and 
served in a sage-butter sauce. On the heartier side, a 
New York strip is nicely charred. For dessert, the 
tiramisu is an iileal assembly of textures and tastes. Beer 
and wine. (SSS) Italian 

ITA-CHO 7111 Beverly Blvd. (32}-9)S-9009). D Tue.-Sat. 
Waitresses are oblivious of the luminaries in the crowd, 
and there's a menu of sake to sip along with vour tjtsutj 
Japanese-stvle deep-fried chicken. Sashimi (no 
sushi) is usually sparkling-fresh tuna or ycllowtail with 
spiked soy sauce. For dessert, it's green tea or red bean 
ice cream. Beer, wine, and sake. (SS) Japanese 

THE IVY II) N. Robertson Blvd (tio-274-Sfoi). I.-Ddai- 
ly: brunch Sal -Sun. This is the place to be seen dining, 
whether on the strcetfront patio or inside where it's as 
co/y as a French farmhouse. The never<hanging menu 
nms from crab cakes and chopped salads to pastas, tan- 
doori chicken, and grilled fish. Full bar. (SSS) American 

JAR S22^ Beverly Blvd. (?.;i-6?f-6f 66 or ■www.thejar.com). 
I. Mon.-Fri.: I) nightly: brunch Sun. Chef Suzanne 
Tracht is at the helm of this chophouse, where her short 
ribs and bi^iised pork belly are among the favored dishes. 
Stcak.s, chops, fish, and classics like an icelKrrg wvdge and 
a lobster cocktail anchor the menu, which morphs for a 
heavenly Sundjiy brunch. Full bar (SSS) Steak I louse 

JOSS 9J55 Sunset Blvd. (}io-276-igS6). L Mon.-Fri.: 
I) nightly. Drive too fast and you'll miss this gem where 
excellent Peking duck is served with a tableside flour- 
ish. Regulars also flock here for the multiregional 
dim sum. apricot spareribs, and Mongolian lamb. 
Steamed chocolate pudding for dessert. Full bar (SSS) 
I laute Chinese 

KATANA .V^jc; IV' Sunset Blvd. O^j-fijo-*?*; orwwwjusbi- 
rotu.com). D nightly From the boys who brought you 
Balboa and Sushi Roku comes this salute to rvbata-yaki: 
Everything fmm yellowtail to chicken gi/zard is cooked 
over an open tiamc and skewered. Dodd Mitchell's de- 
sign mixes exposed brick and mortar with the woodsy 
warmth of a Japanese temple. VC^tch Sunset from the 
patio. Full bar (SSS) Japanese 

KOI 7(0 iV. Im Cienega Blvd. (fw-6^9-9449 or www.koi- 
restauranl.com). L Mon.-Fri: D nightly. The theme is 
Asian, the scene is hot. and the menu includes sushi. 
Sashimi, and Japanese-influenced entrees. Dishes like 
seared scallop with yuzu and black cod with miso are 
tasty; but expect them to ix tossed your way by a waiter 
rushing off to his next gig. Festive party drinks aboimd. 
Full bar (SSS) Japanese 

LA BOHtME /<4oo Santa Monica Blvd. (i2i-g4S-2)6o). 
D nightly. The decor hits somewhere between a 
tricked-out bordello and a hunting lc«lgc, and the food 
is the standard fish and meat dishes w ith seasonal 
accompaniments. Full bar. (SSS) Cal-French 

LE DOME .V/.'o W: Sunset Blvd. (}io-6$9-69i9). L Mon.- 
Fri.: D Mon.-Sat. Dodd Mitchell's redesign has Asian 
elements with log cabin accents. The smoking on the 
enclosed patio can overwhelm adjacent inside tables, 
so ask for a spot in back, behind the circular bar, where 
you can revel in chel Sam Marvin's exquisite cuisine: 
corn soup with foic gras cubes, perfect halibut w ith 
asparagus, pheasant under glass, and, proof of the up- 
date, a "vegetarian ecstasy" dish. No question, this 
kitchen is cooking. Full bar. (SSSS) Continental 

LE PETIT BISTRO 6p jV U Cienegfi Blvd. (}io-2S9-9797 
or uivwIefKlitbistronet). D nightly Specialties at this 
decent, inexpensive bi-stro include monies marinieres 
and herbed chicken with pommes frites. Occasionally 
there's a Monxcan edge, as in the wild mushroom ravi- 
oli. Full bar. (SS) French 

LINO SfiS Vi' ird St. C? ff or www.linq- 

lounge.com). D nightly. Dodd .Mitchell's design put this 
place on the map: white walls, marble, gla.ss, and Bran- 
cusi-inspired woodwork. A fabulous crowd dines on 
Moroccan chicken with chutney and Chilean sea bass 
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with wasabi masheds. The lemon meringue semifnddo 
is luscious, but most meals end with a martini in the 
lounge. Full bar. (SSS) Fusion 

THS LITTLE DOOR Si6^ W. }rd St. (}2}-9$i-i2io). 
D nightly. The place is such a poorly kept Industry se- 
cret that it doesn't even need a sign. The ambitious 
menu changes every month but may feature Moroccan 
grilled eggplant and lamb tajine with peaches and al- 
monds. Beer and wine. (SSS) French/\tediterranean 

LOCANDA VCMETA S6i8 W. }rd St. (}io-274-t89} or 
www.locandaveneta.com). L Moti.-Fri.; D ni^tly. This 
little restaurant across from Cedars-Sinai has Venetian 
cuisine as good as anything on the Grand Canal. The 
setting is small and tight; the cooking is hot. Beer and 
wine. (SSS) Northern Italian 

L'ORANGERIE 90} N. La CienegaB/vd. (}io-6$2-9yjo or 
www.orangerie.com). D Tue.-Sun. Owners Gerard and 



Virginie Ferry are the guardians of this landmark epito- 
mizing extravagant old-world fine dining. Whether 
it's the signature cracked egg set in a silver cradle and 
topped with Petrossian caviar, Maine scallops served 
with their roe, or beef tenderloin with potato souffle, 
all that's served here is seriously conceived and su- 
premely executed. The wine list is extraordinar); too. 
Full bar. (SSSS) French 

MATSUHISA 129 N. La Cienega Blvd. (jio-djy-jtfjj or 
www.nobumatsubisa.com). L Mon.-Fri.; D nigbtiy. It 
looks like an ordinary neighborhood sushi bar, but wait 
till you get to Nobu Matsuhisa's 25-page menu of 
cooked seafood dishes, including miso-flavored black 
cod, shrimp in a pepper sauce, and tempura sea urchin 
in a shiso leaf. Beer, wine, and sake. (SSS) Japanese 

HICHELIA 8738 W. }rdSt. (}io-276-828S). L Mon.-Fri.: 
D Mon.-Sat. Who else serves filet mignon on a bed of 



mashed taro? This kitchen unites the flavors of Asia, 
particularly Vietnam, in delightful compositions. 
Salmon is marinated in star anise and lemongrass, 
cilantro prawns arc served on grilled tomatoes, snapper 
comes in a banana leaf Dessert.' Plum wine ice cream. 
Beer and wine. (S $) Euro- Asian 
HIHOSA 8009 Beverly Blvd. (32)-6$$-889$ orwww.mi- 
mosarestaurant.com) . D Tue.-Sat. This modest store- 
front bistro resembles an ordinary restaurant in every 
way but one: The food is really good. A Rolls-Royce 
crowd dines on now-famous mac and cheese with 
piosciutto as well as cassoulet, filet mignon, and roast 
chicken. The house motto: ''No truffles, no caviar, no 
bizarre concoctions!" Beer and wine. (SSS) Country 
French Bistro 

MIRABELLE 8768 Sunset Blvd. (}jo-6$9-6o22). L-D 
1 daily; brunch Sat.-Sun. The friendly bar area is the 
lunch and evening drau', and the more formal interior 
features a wine atrium and a raw bar The menu's more 
stuf than turf, and appetizers shine. Extensive wine list. 
Full bar. ($$) California 
MIX 1114 N. Crescent Heights Blvd. (}2}-6$o-4649 or 
www.mixfreely.com). D Tue.-Sat.; brunch Sun. The inte- 
riors of this oft-reincarnated Craftsman have clean 
lines and blond wood, and the covered porch manages a 
lazy Nantucket feel. An assured menu bucks the trend 
to list every microcooking technique and delivers with 
elegance: foie gras torchon with apple gastrique, chicory 
salad with pear and chunks of molten Gouda, white 
bass with fiddlehead ferns, and seafood cataplana—a 
shoal of clams and fish in a spice-licked broth served in 
a copper pot. Desserts arc exquisite. Full bar. (SSS) 
French-Mediterranean 
NORMAN'S 8s70 V^. Sunset Blvd. ()io-6s7-2400 or 
www.normans.com). D Mon.-Sat. You have to be of a 
certain gastronomic inclination to appreciate fusion 
chef Norman Van Akcn's cuisine. It's not about plain 
I and simple. It's about fdct mignon with a poached 
egg on top, pecan-crusted catfish with coUard greens 
and lemon-bacon-peanut-scallion butter sauce, or 
yucca-stuffed shrimp with sour orange mojo, marinat- 
ed white cabbage, and habanero tartar salsa. If such 
combos thrill you, the handsome room and nifty 
low-slung bar will be lovely lagniappcs. Full bar. (SSS) 
New World Cuisine 
NORTH 8029 W. Sunset Blvd. ()2}-6s4-i}i}). D nigfiUy. 
This is a cool watering hole with a mod Alpine feel. 
Excellent grilled shrimp cocktail and mac and cheese 
go well with such house specials as the Iwig & Berries 
(Frangelico, Chambord, Bailey's, Absolut, and cream). 
For serious eating, slip into a banquette and order 
the porterhouse and caramelized apple tart. Full bar. 
($S) Eclecric 

ORSO 8706 W. }rd St. (jio-274-7144 or www.orsorestau- 
rant.com). L-D daily. This place is popular with celebri- 
ties who linger on the patio over fine thin-crust 
pizza and pasta, chicken, and fish. It's noisy, affable, 
and reasonably priced. Full bar and Italian wine list. 
(SS) Italian 

THE PALM 9001 Santa Monica Blvd. ()to-$$o-88ii or 
www.thepalm.com). L Mon.-Fri.; D nigbtiy. You want 
steak? This is the place. The walls are covered with 
celebrity caricatures, the booths are packed, and the 
waiters talk fiist— so keep up. Start with the clams casi- 
no and keep going with the double steak (a 36-ounce 
New York strip for two), which has that misshapen look 
all great steaks have. Also at iiooS. Flower St. (213-763- 
4600). Full bar. (SSS) American 
PANE E VINO 826s Beverly Blvd. (j2)-6^i-46oo). L 
Mon.- Sat.; D nightly. This is a celebrity-intensive cafie 
with a rear entrance that allows stars to sneak in for a 
plate of roasted veggies in a clay pot and some fine 
risotto. Also at 1482 E. Valley Rd, Montecito (805-969- 
9274). Full bar. (S$) Italian 
PASTIS 8114 Beverly Blvd. (}2}-6$$-8822 or www.pastis- 
la.com). D nightly. Pastis has spruced up its menu and 
is still like your favorite pair of jeans— comfortable 
but good-looking, casual but makes you feel like a 
million francs. Polished cement floors, oodles of throw 
pillows and candles, patrons and waiters speaking 
quickly in French, and Edith Piaf trilling in the back- 
ground "Vbu can't beat the seared foie gras with rhubarb 
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chutney, the sweet pea soup, or the chicken tagine 
with Moroccan dates, toasted almonds, and minted 
couscous. Full bar. (SSS) French 

PEARL 66; N. Robertson Blvd. (}to-)s8-f 191). D nightly. 
The decor is Hollywood sleek, with indoor and outdoor 
seating, a top-drawer staff, and the best food this loca- 
tion has seen; pan-seared oysters with spinach, pro- 
sciutlo, and shrimp; deconstructed paella with seafood 
rimming the plate; a dry-aged New York strip. Tuesday 
night means "Karaoke from Hell" in the adjacent 
lounge— you with a pro backup band. Yee-ha. Full bar. 
(SSS) Contemporary American-Asian 

THE PORCH RESTAURANT House of Blues, $4)0 W. 
Sunset Blvd. ()2}-848-$i2} or www.hob.com). D niffjtly; 
Gospel Brunch Sun. The only juke joint on the Strip that 
dishes up the blues alongside New Orleans-st)1e sea- 
food gumbo. Try the Louisiana crawfish and shrimp 
etouffee in brown roux sauce or the Cajun meat loaf 
with mushroom gra\y The last note? White chocolate 
banana-bread pudding with creme anglaise. Full bar. 
(SSS) Eclectic 

9UALITY FOOD « BEVERAGE 8o}o W. }rdSt (}2}-6;8- 
;9S9) B-L daily. F.verj-thing about this place is '50s 
cool and comfy— the cafeteria look on the inside, the 
typeface on the menu, and the hearty plates on tap: 
omelettes, huevos rancheros, corned beef hash, and pan- 
cakes for breakfast; salads (great dressing), sandwiches, 
wTaps, and burgers for lunch. The sweet potato chips 
are cooked a second before they're whisked to your 
table, and the staff is friendly as can be. Outside tables, 
too. No alcohol. (S) California 

THE RESTAURANT Standard Hotel, 8}ooW. Sunset Bhd. 
(}2}-822-}i}i). 24 hours daily. The music's loud and the 
waitresses (squeezed into tight diner-style uniforms) 
young in this pseudo-diner attached to the hip hotel. 
The menu offers the likes of scampi, roast pork with 
caramelized apples, and the ultimate french fries. 
Desserts range from banana splits to mochi balls. Full 
bar. (SS) International 

THE ROOM Sunset Marquis Hotel if Villas, tioo Alta 
Loma Rd. (}io-6;j-i}}}). B-L-D daily. A baroque room 
in the rock and roll hotel of record serves lobster 
risotto, rack of lamb, and meat loaf with masheds to 
hipsters en route to the Whiskey Bar. Full bar. (SSS) 
Continental Eclectic 

SONA 401 N. La Cienega Blvd. (jto-6$^-jjo8). D Tue.- 
Sat. Chefs David and Michelle Myers have a gem. The 
interior is sophisticated, the staff is sharp, and the se- 
ductive little bar serves lacy lotus root chips. The food 
is sublime: sweetbreads on macarotu, wagyu for two, 
exquisite confit of wild Scottish salmon. Stunning 
desserts include Austrian pulled strudel with black beer 
ice cream. Full bar. (SSS) Modem French 

THE SPANISH KITCHEN 826 N. La Cienega Blvd. (}io- 
^^9-4794 or www.thespanishkitchen.com) . D nightly. 
The crowd is amped, the lights are low, the bar is 
jammed, and chef Hugo Molina is cooking his heart 
out: mcsquite-smoked beef flautas, squash blossom 
soup, chicken mole, and a chocolate crepes with lob- 
ster appcrizcr that sounds iffy but is a tone poem. Good 
margaritas, too. Open late. Full bar. (SSS) Mexican 

SURYA 8048 W. }rdSt. (}2}-6;)-$i$i). L Mon.-Fri.: D 
nightly. Sapna, the manager, greets her diners like trea- 
sured guests, and by the inevitable second visit, you're 
family Stuffed naan is a meal in itself, and the curries — 
vegetarian or with tender chicken or lamb— are exqui- 
sitely seasoned. Tandoori dishes are expertly cooked, 
and a prawn-pepper masala is comfort food, Eastern 
style. Beer and wine. (SS) Indian 

SWINGERS Beverly Laurel Motor Hotel, 8020 Beverly 
Blvd. (}2y6$}-$8$8 or www.swingersdiner.com). B-L-D 
daily. The kind of spot for people conducting business 
breakfasts at 3:30 p.m. or 1:30 a.m. L.A. scenemeister 
Scan MacPherson has morphed this nugget of the 
Kennedy era into a place where the MTV generation 
scarfs down tofu scrambles, chili omelettes, and 
smoothies. Beer and wine. (S) Eclectic 

TALtSAI 9043 W. Sunset Blvd. (}W-2J$-9J24 orwww.taJe- 
sai.com). L Mon.-Fri.; D nightly. One of our few upscale 
Thai restaurants is located in the heavy-metal ghetto 
on the Strip. Heavenly duck is marinated in ginger and 
soy before being steamed and fried, a charbroiled rib 
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eye is served with chile-coconut sauce, and the pad thai 
is darn near perfect. Full bar. (SS)Thai 

TANGERINE S788 W. Sunset Blvd. (jiio-360-0274). D 
nightly. Black-and-white photos of famous supper chibs 
line the restaurant's walls, early Sinatra plays in the 
background, and you can order baked Brie in puff pas- 
try with pear chutne); grilled filet mignon, and a white- 
chocolate pecan tart while sipping a plum sake martini. 
Full bar. (SSS) Continental 

TOAST S221 W. 3rd St. (}2}-6ss-50iS). B-L daily. It doesn't 
look too special, but it's always packed. \Iaybc it's the 
waffles, or the eggs, or the little cupcakes with lemon ic- 
ing. Or the soups, or sandwiches, quesadillas or burgers. 
Probably it's the combination of all those things. No al- 
cohol. (SS) Eclectic 



BEVERLY HILLS 

BARNEY GREENSRASS Barneys New York, 9W0 Wil- 
shire Blvd. (iio-'Tj-^Syj). B-L daily. The smoked fish 
emporium occupies a dazzling space on Barneys' top 
floor. The salmon, sturgeon, sable, and cod will bring 
tears to the eyes of the most seasoned deli kxver. Plenty' of 
salads to fawn over. too. Full bar. (SS) Deli/Califomia 

THE BELVEDERE Peninsula Hotel, 9S82 S. Santa Monica 
Blvd. (}io-7SS-2}o6). B-L-D daily: brunch Sun. This is 
an elegant room for power dining. At breakfast, it's any- 
thing from pancakes with chocolate butter to egg white 
omelettes. Later in the day, executive chef Bill Bracken's 
signature potato-crusted Chilean sea bass with an or- 
ange reduction sauce and fresh dill gives an idea of 
what's on tap. Full bar. (SSS) California 

BLUE ON itut Avalon Hotel 9400 Olympic Blvd. (}io- 
407-7791). B-L-D daily. Here's indoor-outdoor din- 
ing at its easiest, with a hipster clientele likely to be 
sipping something blue and dining on creative salads, 
crab cakes, king salmon, and meat loaf Dine poolside 
in a cabana, and stare at the stars for dessert. Full 
bar. (SSS) Cal-French 

BOE Crescent Hotel, 40} N. Crescent Dr. 
B-L-D daily. The itty-bitty restaurant at the Crescent 
Hotel is casual— banquettes on the patio or a commu- 
nal table inside — and the limited menu is nicely exe- 
cuted. French toast or eggs for breakfast, salad plates 
or a burger for lunch, and dinner selections that are in a 
hefty appetizers vein: Tahitian tuna tartare spilling out 
of a coconut; a plate of hummus, roasted eggplant, olives, 
feta, and breads; or hulgogi (thinly sliced beef served 
Korean style with lettuce and Asian pears). Great for a 
cocktails-and-a-nosh mood. Full bar. (SS) Ethnic 

CAFt TALtSAI 919S Olympic Blvd. (}io-27i-9}4s). L 
Mon.-Fri.; D nightly. This minimall version of the West 
Hollywood mother ship is small and often crowded. 
Authentic tomyum soup, first-rate pad thai, and curries 
and grilled meats are combined with a few nods to 
Western cuisine; papaya with prosciutto, chicken 
salad, crispy honey chicken wings, and com fritters. 
Beer and wine. (SS)Thai 

COBRA LILY 8442 Wilshire Blvd. (}2}-6$i-m'). L Tue.- 
Fri.; D Tue.-Sat. The interior's red, with funky chande- 
liers and two wild boar heads snarling from on high. 
Tapas— an abbreviated version of the Cobras & Mata- 
dors menu— and sangria are served, good before or af- 
ter a show at the Wilshire Theater. Keep those tiny 
plates coming: crispy green lentils and jamdn serrano, 
seared octopus with olive oil and salsa verde, salt cod 
cakes with aioli. All wines and cheeses are Spanish. Full 
bar. (SS) Tapas 

DA PASQUALE 9749 S. Santa Monica Blvd. (}so-8$9- 
3884). L Mon.-Fri.: D Mon.-Sat. This authentic tratto- 
ria serves first-rate pasta, pizza, and fish. The sauteed 
seafood appetizer comes in a luscious broth perfect for 
scooping with the pizza bread. Desserts include a 
tartuffo of chocolate gelato encased in a dark chocolate 
crust— like an ice cream pop, only better. Beer and 
wine. (SSS) Southern Italian 

ENOTECA DRAGO 410 N. Canon Dr (}io-786-82}6 or 
www.celestinodrago.com). B-L-D daily. Celcstino Dra- 
go's new venture was SRO the minute the doors swung 
open. A Piedmontese beef steak is charred and rare, 



spaghetti with cracked pepper and Parmesan is ideal 
for go-easy nights, and pork cheeks with sausage, 
braised sauerkraut, and truffle masheds are poetic. 
There are pizzas, more pastas, fish, and fowl. Panini 
star at lunch- Full bar. (SSS) Italian 

GARDENS Four Seasons Hotel, }oo S. Doheny Dr (310-27}- 
2222 or www.fourseasons.com). B-L-D daily; brunch Sun. 
Squeeze through the bar scene to reach this sanctuary, 
and you may find celebs enjoying the delights of chef 
C^nny Andersson's homemade sausage of crab, salmon, 
prawns with cognac-cured gravlax in a honev-dill sauce, 
Maine lobster with black truffle porridge, and the best 
steaks ever. Full bar. (SSSS) Cal-Mediterranean 

THE GRILL ON THE ALLEY 9$6oDaytonWay (310-276- 
061$). L Mon.-Sat.: D nightly. The setting is decidedly 
masculine, the service perfect, the menu hea%'y with 
steaks, chops, and massive vegetable dishes. Martinis 
and moguls are in their element amid the wood, brass, 
and leather. Full bar. (SSS) American 

IL CIELO 9018 Burton V^ay (310-276-9990 or www.il- 
cielo.com). L-D Mon.-Sat. Pasquale Vericella's dreamy 
little garden spot has been the site of many a tryst and 
more than a few weddings. Come in for homemade 
pasta, or try the Italian sea bass, grilled whole and 
filleted tableside. Full bar. (SSS) Northern Italian 

IL PASTAIO 400 N. Canon Dr (}io-20$-$444 or www.- 
celestinodrago.com). L Mon.-Sat.: D nightly. Giaccmino 
Drago's restaurant is always good for antipasti, carpac- 
cio, pasta, and risotto and reminds you of the homey 
neighborhood cafes found all over Italy Full bar. (SS) 
Regional Italian 

JAAN Raffles L'Ermitage, 9291 Burton Way (310-383- 
S344). B-L-D daily. The room is blond and modem, the 
diners are dressed in black, the food is the edible eqmv- 
alent of a bespoke suit, and the service is impeccable. 
A thick arctic char is moist beneath a crisped skin, and 
Kobe beef tenderloin is one decadent dish. Desserts 
come with the likes of Java pepper ice cream, sour 
cream-pineapple sorbet, and litchi granita. Full 
bar. (SSS) California 

LARRY FLYNT'S CABARET 424 N. Beverly Dr (310- 
27$-8$ii). D Tue.-Sat. Keep your shirt on — Larry 
Flynt's new supper club is fairly tame. Frankie's Gypsy 
Roses start their burlesque show at 8:30 and continue 
through the evening on a large stage facing an enor- 
mous picture of Hustler 's famed creator. The food? 
Good! Foie graswith scallops; roasted Gilroy garlic cus- 
tard with chanterelles, black truffles, and wilted aru- 
gula; and lobster with butternut squash risotto and 
sauteed parsnips. Full bar. (SSS) Continental 

LA SCALA 434 N. Canon Dr (j/o-i/j-oj/j). L-D Mon.- 
Sat. The famous and infamous come to this Beverly 
Hills institution to dine on breaded and deep-fried 
mozzarella, grilled chicken sausage with peppers, 
Tuscan cannellini, and a delish linguine frutti di mare 
consisting of every sea creature unlucky enough to get 
caught in the net. Full bar. (SSS) Italian 

LOT 1224 Loews Beverly Hills Hotel, 1224 S. Beverwil 
Dr (310-277-2800). B-L-D daily. This is a casual spot on 
the flip side of a bar whose newest creations are no-catb 
cocktails for Zoners. The food is good, varied, and mod- 
estly priced, from a sashimi salad to charred-pumpkin 
ravioli, wok-fired shrimp to a grilled black Angus strip. 
Gracious staff to boot. Full bar. (SSS) California 

HAKO 223 S. Beverly Dr. (310-288-8338). L VPed.-Fri.: D 
Mon.-Sat. The open kitchen is almost as large as 
the blond wood dining rxx^m at this outstanding restau- 
rant. Make Tanaka and crew balletically whip up crispy 
oyster and pickled beet salads, wok-sauteed sea bass 
with rapini and mushrooms, and a menu of delectable 
small-plate dishes. Full bar. (SSS) Asian Fusion 

MAPLE DRIVE 343 N. Maple Dr (310-274-9800 or 
www.mapledriverestaurant.com) . L Mon.-Fri.: D 
Mon.-Sat. This dining room on a leafy street is buzz- 
ing thanks to chef Eric Klein, whose cooking is so 
sensitive and intuitive, it's hard to quantity. Try his 
diver scallop sashimi or wild mushroom ravioli with 
fried leeks or roasted duck breast with a foie gras spring 
roll or coconut-lemongrass rice pudding napoleon, 
and you'll get the gist— and go weak in the knees. A 
jazz trio plavs Tuesdays through Saturdays. Full bar. 
($$$)Cal-Fusion 



MARIPOSA Neiman Marcus. 9700 Wi/shire Blvd. (}to- 
$$o-$90o). L Mon.-Sat. This in-store cafe on the ground 
floor of Neiman's is a destination in its own right- 
lush and comfortable, with great service and sur- 
prisingly good food, from Petrossian beluga with 
toast points to a Cobb salad with lobster to beef ten- 
derloin with goat cheese mashcds. If you've already 
tried on the bathing suit, go for the banana split. 
Full bar. (SSS) California 

MASSIMO 9f /) 5. Santa Monica Blvd. (}io-27)-t;88 or 
www.massimobh.com). L Mon.-Sat.; D ni^tly. Massimo 
and Daniela Ormani have a romantic charmer whcic 
tiny greens are perfectly dressed, leek and crabmeat 
risotto is infused with lemon, and an oven-roasted veal 
shank comes with baby carrots. Hazelnut cake keeps 
the Tuscan theme going, and the well-culled wine list is 
reasonably priced. Full bar. (SSS) Tuscan 

MASTRO'S STCAKHOUSE 146 N. Canon Dr (}io-888- 
8782 or www.mastrossteakhouse.com). D nightly. This 
place is serious about its meat: hand-cut USDA 
prime served with the bone in on 400-degree plates. 
Supreme. It's also serious about its martinis, which 
come in fiill-size shakers left at your table. Lots of state- 
ly fishes to choose from as well. Upstairs is a buzzy 
bar scene with IK'e music for an over-40 crowd. Full bar. 
(SSSS) Steak House 

MR CHOW }44 N. Camden Dr (}io-278-99ti or 
www.mrchow.com). L Mon.-Fri.: D nightly. Prices are 
high— particularly if you let the waiter order for you— 
but the food's good and celeb spotting likely. Famed 
dishes include green prawns (marinated in spinach 
juice), drunken fish (poached in rice wine), handmade 
noodles, and gambler's duck (marinated, steamed, fried, 
shredded). FuU bar. (SSS) Chinese 

OLIVER CAFt 9601 Wilshire Blvd (}io-888-8i6o). B-L- 
D daily. The setting's very Judy Jetson, all chrome and 
white and curvilinear. And the food is creative and 
tasty— particularly considering that the outfit is con- 
nected to the new Spons Club L.A. Punini and wxaps 
come with greens and ratatouille, the smoothies are 
meals unto themselves, and salads, like one with seared 
tuna, match proteins and roughage in a beautiful way. 
And you can get a martini (no carbs!) to slam down the 
wheat grass. Full bar (SS) Healthy California 

PICCOLO PARADISO /fo S. Beverly Dr ()io-27i-oo}o 
or www.giacominodrago.com). L Mon.~Fri.; D Mon.-Sat. 
This is indeed a "little paradise," thanks to chef Giaco- 
mino Drago, who is also at II Pastaio. Images from 
Cinema Paradiso arc projected on the walls, salads and 
antipasti are delightfully simple, and entrees of note 
include rigatoni with wild boar ragout and veal shank 
with polenta. Beer and wine. (SS) Italian 

POLO LOUNGE Beverly Hills Hotel, 9641 Sunset Blvd. 
(}io-276-22$i). B-L-D daily: brunch Sun. This was a pow- 
er-breakfast spot before there was such a thing. Tried- 
and-true favorites, including the Mc(-arthv salad, are 
as good as ever So are updates like the shrimp and 
scallops stir-fried with sweet chile sauce and shredded 
green papaya. Full bar. (SSS) International 

SPAGO BEVERLV HILLS 176 N. Canon Dr. (}io-}8$-o88o 
or www.wolfgangpuck.com) . L Mon.-Sat.: D nightly. 
You've read the books, seen the TV show— now sit at 
Wolfgang Puck's illustrious table. What could be ordi- 
nary-crawfish salad, filet mignon tartare, yellowtail, 
veal chop, lobster with asparagus puree — becomes, 
in the hands of exec chef Lee Hefter, extraordinary. 
Sherry Yard's desserts arc equally rapturous. Full bar. 
(SSS) California 

TRADER VIC'S Beverly Hilton Hotel 9876 Wilshire 
Blvd. (^10-276-6)4;). D nightly. You've had a few tiki 
drinks, you've sipped from a giant coconut, and you 
think you know Trader Vic's. I la. Scoot around to 
the back, a yesteryear of red leather booths, brass 
railings, giant menus, and solicitous waiters. The real 
surprise is the food; artfully arranged sushi, whole 
lobsters, cashew chicken, and great steaks. Keep the 
mai tais to a minimum, and savor the flavor Full bar. 
(SSS) Euro-Asian 

20a RODEO 208 Rodeo Dr <}io-27s-2428). L-D daily 
Make your way up the cobblestone street once known 
as Via Rodeo, past the likes of Persol and Pierre Deux, 
and you'll hit this European-style cafe. Weather per- 
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mitting, everyone sits outside, and most speak with 
accents as they nibble on chopped salads, Moroccan 
poussin, and ahi sandwiches. Pooches are welcome at 
select outside tables, and martini happy hour runs from 
3 to 6 p.m. Full bar. ($$) Continental 



WESTWOOD & 
WEST L.A. 

AMICI BRENTWOOD 2;)S San Vicente Blvd., Brentwood 
(}io-26o-4^oo or ■www.tamici.com). L Mon.-Sat.; D 
night/y. The Amici folks have finally opened their new 
location, and it's filled with the same warmth, ftiendli- 
ncss, and authentic, unfixssy Italian cuisine we've come 
to expect. The room is bright and the menu filled with 
such classics as shaved artichoke and hearts of palm sal- 
ad, thin-crust pizzas, all manner of pastas, and entree 
staples like chicken parmigiana, osso buco, and seafood 
soup. Hard to go wTong. Full bar. ($S$) Italian 

BREEZE Century Plaza Hotel, 202$ Avenue of the Stars, 
Century City (}io-$$i-}}}4 or ■ufww.hreezela.com). B-L- 
D daily. Stop on your way to or from the Entertainment 
Center It's spacious and quiet, and the food is stellar 
clams and oysters on the half shell, pccky toe crab 
cakes, thick pork chops with white cheddar macaroni. 
Desserts live up to all that goes before. Full bar. (S$$) 
California Eclectic 

THE BRENTWOOD 148 S. Barrington Ave., Brentwood 
(jio-4y6-}sii or www.hrentwoodrestaurant.com). D 
nightly. Owner Bruce Marder (Capo) caters to the 
Brentwood set with standout appetizers like prosciut- 
to and figs and a tuna carpaccio. Then it's pasta, pizza, 
meat loaf, short ribs, and dry-aged New York steak. 
Seal the deal with the Devil's Sin Cake. Full bar. 
(SSS) American 

CASA ANTIGUA CANTINA 12217 Wilshire Blvd., West 
LA. (}io-82o-2$40 or ■www.casaantigtia.com). L Mon.- 
Fri.; D nightly. The place has an authentic feel even 
before you order your first (very goocD margarita. The 
menu merges traditional comida with contemporary 
taste: white shrimp tacos, shredded tilapia in puff pas- 
try, Ckimish hen with achiote sauce— and a fine Caesar 
salad. Full bar. (SSS) Mexican 

EL DORADO CANTINA 11777 San Vicente B/W., Brent- 
wood (}io-207-oi$o or www.eldoradocantina.com). L 
Mon.- Fri.: D nightly: brunch Sun. A Mexican restaurant 
with a velvet rope. Go figure. The scene here is at the 
bar, but the food's tasty; too. Alongside standard en- 
chilada and taco fare are a silky corn soup, melt-in- 
your-mouth came asada, and spicy polio mole. Full bar. 
(SSS) Mexican 

ENCORE St. Regis Hotel, 20$$ Avenue of the Stars. Centu- 
ry City (}io-2j7-6iii or ■wwwjtarwood.com). B-L daily; 
D Tue.-Sat. The dining room is a destination in its own 
right, thanks to chef Toni Robertson. The menu 
changes seasonally but might include roasted corn 
soup, handmade goat cheese ra%ioli, citrus-dusted scal- 
lops with asparagus risotto, or lemon-pistachio-crust- 
ed Colorado rack of lamb with white ancho\y-picoline 
olive sauce. Service is formal, and the room is romantic. 
Full bar. (SSSS) CaUfomia 

FOUR OAKS 2181 N. Beverly Glen Blvd, Bel-Air (}io- 
470-^62^ or 'www.fouroaksrestaurant.com). L Tue.-Sat: D 
Tue.-Sun.: hrunch Sun. This secluded garden restaurant 
smacks of the fine eateries of Provence, where the ta- 
bles wobble, the service can be bemused, but the chef is 
always on the moncj: Full bar. (SSS) French/American 

THE GARDENS ON 6LENDON 11^9 Glendon Ave., 
Wesiwood (P0-S24-181S or ■www.gardensonglendon.com). 
L-D daily. The neighborhood restaurant was ne\ er this 
uptown. From tableside guacamole to a dry-aged New 
York steak, the menu is varied and has a fresh Provencal 
feel. Trv the crab spring rolls wrapped in lettuce in a 
tamarind sauce and finish with a latte in a giant cup. 
Full bar (SSS) Continental 

HAHASAKU 1104) Santa Monica Blvd.. West LA. (310- 
479-7636). L Alon.-Fri.: D Mon.-Sat. At this minimal! 
spot it's easy to order a medle)' of starters and call it a 
meal. The mixed tempura is tasty, and the salmon 



Sashimi roll is wrapped in cucumber with caviar. 
Entrees include rack of lamb, chicken teriyaki, and 
assorted sushi and sashimi dinners. Beer and wine. 
(SSS) Japanese 

IL MORO 11400 W. Olympic Blvd., West L.A. 0'o-J7J- 
}S}o). L Mon.-Sat.: D nightly. Power lunchers bored 
with Westwood opt for this trattoria and its breezy 
patio. There's a kingly spaghetti with porcini, chicken 
sausage, olives, and onions. For dessert, the cassata— 
zabaglione and chocolate ice cream with orange 
peel, hazelnuts, and candied cherries— reigns. Beer 
and wine. ($S) Italian 

LA CACHETTE io$o6 S. Santa Monica Blvd., Century 
City (}io-470-4992 or ■www.lacachetterestaurant.com). 
L Mon.-FH.: D nig/itly. Master French chef Jean Francis 
Meteigner serves his exquisite food in a beautiiul dining 
room presided over by his wife, AUie Ko. From Pet- 
rossian caviar to foie gras ternne, Marseilles bouilla- 
baisse to sweetbreads with black chanterelle-morel 
sauce, venison medallions to braised lamb shank, it's all 
extraordinary. Full bar. (SSS) French 
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Kazuto Matsusaka and his wife, Vickl Fan, 
have an instant hit on their hands. This 
small unfussy bistro in the Helms Bakery 
complex has high ceilings, cement walls, 
square tables, and two tiny outdoor areas. 
The food's Asian accents are subtle but 
unmistakable. An avocado salad Is 
dressed with a vinaigrette and intense mi- 
crogreens; green tea soba are tossed with 
shredded pea pods and carrots and stud- 
ded with broiled shrimp. The faento box, 
perfect for lunch, includes sashimi. superb 
grilled chicken, and chilled veggies. 
Desserts rock, too: litchi sorbet with rasp- 
berries, or a sundae with little Rice 
Krisples squares and ribbons of chocolate 
and caramel. 3280 Helms Ave.. Cu/ver Cify 
(510-858-7500). L daily: D Tue.-Sun. Seer 
and wine. ($t) Asian Bistro 
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LEMON HOON U200 W: Olympic Blvd.. West LA. (}io- 
442-9191 or www./emonmoon.com). B-L Mon.-Fri. 
Located in an office complex and set up cai'eteria stj'le. 
this is the best tast food place vou're likeh' to find on 
the Westside. Chch Josiah Citrin and Raphael Lunetta 
apply their gourmet talents to easy breakfast and lunch 
fare— great pastries, eggs, breads, sandwiches, soups, 
and farmers' market fresh salads. Can't go wrong. 
Eat at the long table inside or under an umbrella on 
the patio. Validated parking below. Beer and wine. 
($) American Deli 

THE RESTAURANT Hotel Bel-Air. 701 Stone Canyon Rd.. 
Bel-Air (}io-4~2-^2)4 or www.hotelheltiiriom) . B I.-D 
daily: brunch Sun.: tea Mon.-Sat. C^onsidered by many 
the most romantic spot in I^s -Angeles, this hotel din- 
ing room and patio is approached by crossing over a 
swan-filled stream and traversing a flowered path to an 
elegant space where the fireplace is always lit, even in 
the heat of summer. The food is exquisite. Full bar. 
(SSSS)C"jl-French 

THE RESTAURANT AT THE CETTY CENTER 1200 
Getty Center Dr. Vl'est L.A. (^10-440-6810 or ww^'.get- 
ty.eJu). L Tue.-Sat.: D Fri.-Sat.: brunch Sun. You'll spot 
Gettv architect Richard Meier and art-world bigwigs 
in this reservations-only dining room in the skv Ever^'- 
thing from the classic California cuisine to the wrap- 
around vistas — stunning at sundown — is perfect at this 
museum restaurant. Full bar. (SSS) California 

SUSHI MASU 191 iWestwooJ Blvd.. Westwood dio-446- 
4}6S>. L Tue.-Fri.: O Tue.-Sun. .Vsidc from a stentorian 
sushi chef from the school of culinarv' acrobatics and 
his succulent sushi, you'll find bento boxes, kaiseki, 
and such sides as monkfish liver with mountain caviar 
and delightful fried soft-shell crab. Beer and wine. 
(S$) Japanese 

TANINO 104^ Westwood Blvd.. Vihtwood U10-20S-0444 
or wwvL'.tanino.com). L Mon.-h'ri.: D nightly. The food 
atlanino Drago's upstairs/downstairs spot is superb: 
calamari stew, carpaccio. artichoke salad, pumpkin and 
sage lasagna, risotto with shrimp and truffles, grilled 
ahi, and T-bone with babv bok choy. VfcK'Ctv panna cotta 
with a berrv compote is the ultimate kicker. Full bar. 
(SSS) Italian 

TENGU ;ocfjj Lindbrook Dr. Westwood (po-zoy ooji or 
www.tengu.cc). I. Mon.-Fri.: D nightly. The three-sided 
bar is ever hopping, and the restaurant-cum-sushi bar 
is always packed. The sushi is fresh and prettily pre- 
sented, and the tempura is delightful. Coconut ice 
cream is served in a coconut husk and hits the spot. 
Full bar. (SSS) Japanese 

VINCENTI 1/9 JO San X'icente Blvd.. Brentwood (po-20j- 
0127). I. Fri.: D Mon.-Sat. Few restaurateurs have the 
devotion and spirit of Maureen Vmccnti. whose late 
husband, Mauro, was the proprietor of downtown's 
landmark Rex. On-site evcrv' night, she greets most of 
her guests by name and routinely makes regulars of 
newcomers. Working in a giant glass-walled kitchen 
running alongside the sunken dining room, chef Nicola 
Mastronardi is remarkable, turning out delicate pizzas 
(on Monday), authentic pastas, rotisserie-cooked 
fish and meats, and beautiful vegetable creations with 
the soul of the old country served sunny-side up. 
Full bar. (SSS) Italian 

ZAX 11604 Xlcente Blvd.. Brentwood ()io-^7i-}8oo or 
www.zaxrestaurant.com). L Tue.-Fri.: D nightly. Ovm- 
ers Chris and Chantal Schaetcr have a knack for finding 
gifted young chefc. These days it's British-born (lavin 
Portsmouth, whose resume includes London's Con- 
luught and New York's ^\n American Place. His com- 
binations arc inspired, and refreshing tor their under- 
standing of how flavors play with one another: ritotta 
gnocchi with a sweet pea and sage cream, duck breast 
with citrus-glazed carrots, kale, and bitter orange sauce, 
and a dry-aged New York steak with tempura onion 
rings and caramelized shallots. On the page it may 
sound disparate, but on t he plate it's damn near perfect. 
FiJI bar. (SSS) American 

ZEN GRILL AND SAKE LOUNGE 10;/ BroxtonAve.. 
Westwood Uio-209-i()^4). L Mon -Fri.: D nightly. This 
is a wonderful addition to the Village: an Asian restau- 
rant whose decor is as compelling as its food. Tall 
ceilings, dim lighting, enigmatic Buddha paintings. 



and a loft area with a communal table give this place 
art and soul. Chef R^'u Ilamada gives it taste — su- 
preme: hargow, fish carpaccio, Mongolian lamb, 
green curries. Outstanding service. ^X'inc, beer, and 
sake. (SS) Fusion 



MARINA DEL REY 

AUNT KIZZV-S BACK PORCH 4^2; Glencoe Ave.. 
Marina del Rey (}w-^t8-ioo0. L-D daily: brunch Sun. lb 
many, it's the best Southern restaurant in town, with its 
massive plates of tamilv-rccipe fried chicken and down- 
home baked ribs. The all-you-can-cat Sunday brunch is 
a trtic test of willpower No alcohol. (S) Southern 

BALLONA FISH MARKET it^t; Maxella Ave., Marina 



del Rey (^10-822-8979). L Mon.-Fri.: D nightly. I lans and 
Patti Rockcnwagner's New England-style fish house 
offers a neatly tweaked compilation of classics: crab 
cakes with lemongrass mayo. Caesar salad with crisp 
fried oysters, opah w ith mission fig compote, pretzel 
burgers. Perfect before or after a movie in the Villa 
Marina Marketplace. Full bar (SSS) Seafood 
BUGGY WHIP 7420 La Ti/era Blvd.. Westchester (fio-64^- 
71 v). I- Mon.-Fri.: D nightly Red leather IxKiths, mature 
waiters, and a piano player crooning "My Way" miike 
this unabashed throwback so retro it's now. No-tiiss 
cuisine is served in Elizabethan portions; steak, lobster, 
pork chops with applesauce, and a roast beef platter 
that would make Fred Flintstone flinch. Ciet your ice- 
berg wedge with a dollop of green goddess. Wave to the 
piano man— and the photos of Lil)erate— as you leave. 
Full bar. (SSS) (Continental 
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CHLOE }}f Culver Blvd., Playa del Rey (iio )oi-4fo$ or 
www.chloerestjarjiit.com). D Mon.-Sjt. This small 
restaurant and its top-notch wine list are raising the bar 
in Playa. Chilled leeks with egg mimosa (grated hard- 
boiled oeufs) or seared scallops with a frisee salad set the 
tone for what's to come: sautecd monkfish with shrimp, 
baby clams, and fingerlings, perhaps, or a perfectly 
cooked Angus sirloin with artichokes and potato hash. 
Beer and wine. (SSS) Progressive American 

JER-NE Ritz-Cjriton in the iMjriru, 4}7^ Admirjity Wj): 
Mjrinj del Rey (}io-jJ4-4i^} or www.troynthomp- 
son.com). B-I.-D djily; brunch Sun. This beautiful 
room can be noisy, particularly when events are booked 
on the patio, but cherirov Thompson's food more than 
compensates: delicately rich Kobe carpaccio, grilled 
sturgeon with rhubarb, and a New York strip with 
smoked Gouda croquettes. A daily iento box, dim sum, 
and Peking duck are inspired. Full bar. (SSS) C.alifornia 



CULVER CITY & 
VENICE 

AMUSE CAft -<j6 Mjin St.. Venice ()io-4^o-i9$6 or 
wti'U'.iimusccjfe.com). L Tue.-Sun.; brunch Sjt.-Sun. 
Che(^ Bnwke VC^iUiamson and Nick Roberts are ser\ing 
a small menu composed mostly of small plates: steamed 
mussels, seasonal salads, fish and vegetables, a tasty rib 
eye burger For brunch, eggs and pancakes. Desserts in- 
clude a brtJWTiic sundae with mint ice cream and M&Al's. 
Liquor license pending. (SS) American Bistro 

AXE toug Abbot Kinney Blvd.. Venice (j/o fid,;-?;*/ or 
www.jxerestjurjnt.com). L Tue.-Fri.: D Tue.-Sun.; 
brunch Sjt.-Sun. The atmosphere is minimalist, but 
the fcKxi is creative and hearty— fresh fish and meats, 
seasonal vegetables. After an appetizer of grilled 
tlatbread with hummus, eggplant, and caramelized 
onion spreads, tuck into miso-marinated halibut 
or duck leg contit with plum-orange sauce. Dessert.' 
Chocolate brownie pudding or cobbler. Beer and 
wine. (SSS) Kelcctic 

CANAL CLUB 202^ PjcificAve.. Venice (}io-S2}-}8j8). D 
nightly. A giant sushi and oyster bar anchors this stylish 
space (one of Frank Gehry's early landmarks). Appetiz- 
ers range from sesame noodles and beef tacos to tem- 
pura chicken and eggplant fritters. Entrees include 
grilled swordfish with red bean puree and an exquisite 
porterhouse. Full bar. (SSS) Pacific Rim/Seafood 

CHAVA VENICE 110 Njvy St.. Venice (}io-}g6-ii-t) or 
www.thechjyj.com). I. Mon.-Fri; D nightly. Talk about 
a jumpin' joint. I lappy hour's a mob of the sleek and 
chic at this Asia modcrne happening, and the food 
is always top-notch. F.verything— from carpaccio, Sashi- 
mi, sushi, and seaweed salad to the pastas and the vege- 
tarian plate — is superbly prepared. Full bar. (SSS) 
French/Asian 

HAL'S BAR • GRILL 1)49 Abbot Kinney Blvd.. Venice 
(}io-)q6-}Jo^ orwww.hjlsbjrandgrill.com). I. Mon -Fri.: 
D nightly: brunch Sjt.-Sun. A main hang for Venice's art- 
sy crowd, this room is home to one of the city's supreme 
vegetarian plates as well as fine grilled dishes ser\'ed in a 
space tliat would work just as well in SoHo. But the atti- 
tude is turned way down. Full bar. (SS) C^ifomia 

JAHES' BEACH 60 N. Venice Blvd., Venice Uio-S2}-$}96). 
L Wed.-Sun.: D nightly: brunch .Sat.-Sun. The menu at 
James Evans's neighborhocxl restaurant couples fresh 
takes on American classics such as chicken potpie and 
Maine lobster with the likes of panfried sand dabs and 
grilled portobello. Full bar. (SS) American 

JOE'S RESTAURANT 1021 Abbot Kinney Blvd., Venice 
(}iu-)i)i)-^Sii orwww.joesrestJurjnt.com). L Tue.-Fri.: D 
Tue.-Sun.: brunch Sjt.-Sun. Joe Miller's subtly stylish 
restaiu^t is a Venice landmark that serves upscale cre- 
ative food at moderate prices. Entrees include beef 
risotto with grilled asparagus and crispv chicken with 
a spring vegetable ragout. I.unch and brunch are top- 
notch bargains. Full bar (SS) Cal-French 

RAM'S PLACE 6;6 Venice Blvd.Venice (jiio-}oi-Soo2). L 
Mon.-Sjt.: D nightly. livery delicious dish at chef Pam 
Klingliangsompit's place is made individually and 



comes straight from stove to table. There's no going 
wrong: egg rolls, divine pad thji. flaming chicken or 
beef, shrimp w ith roasted chiles. The young ctKonut 
custard dessert is incredible. Beer and wine. (SS)Thai 
MEW CIPRIANI )■ Dudley Ave., Venice 

* (^I0'^i4'^222 or www.piccolocipriani.com). 1. 
Fri.-Sun.: D nightly. Stefano de Lorenzo and partner- 
chef Antonio Mure, whose combined resume includes 
Valentino, IxKanda Vencta, and U Moro, have opened a 
friendly little bcachside restaurant in the old ^ Dudley 
spot. You'll be waved in enthusiastically by everyone 
in the kitchen before taking a seat amid Venetian 
cjrnevjle m;isks and photos of the canals. The pastas— 
potato-and-fig tortelli, veal-and-spinach ravioli— are 
simple and flavorful, and a Caesar salad gets a fresh 
uvist. Beer and wine. (SSS) Italian 

PRIMITIVO WINE BISTRO 102% Abbot Kinney Blvd.. 
Venice (?/o-?96-> fn). L Mon.-Fri.: D nightly. Tapasrule 
here — fried calamari, cheese plates, and all manner of 
Spanish meat, but standard entrees are also a possibili- 
ty. Agenerous selection of wines by the glass, a minimal- 
chic room w ith cement floors, and a cool but non- 
snooty vibe keep this place packed. Beer and wine. 
(SS-SSS) Mediterranean 

WABI SABI Abbot Kinney Blvd.. Venice (f/o-jjiS- 
SS;y). I) nightly. This is a real neighborhood restau- 
rant with an extensive sushi menu complemented 
by salads (calamari and snow peas), appetizers (pop- 
com-crustetl chicken wings), and entrees (bouillabaisse 
ladled over a chewy rice cake, tender beef fillet with 
pumpkin puree). The desserts are Asian spiced. Full 
bar. (SS) Japanese 



SANTA MONICA 

AKWA 141} $th St. (}to-6$6-g688 or jk- 
wjsantjmonicj.com). D Mon.-Sjt Union 
has changed its name and added a sushi bar Identity 
problems are old hat on the site that's seen Rix, Abiquiu, 
and Bikini in the memorable past. Sushi stimdards are 
served standardly on the ground floor, and a heartier 
menu — spicy lemongrass soup, Scottish salmon with 
^wru-champagne sauce, pork tenderloin with apple- 
smoked bacon— is ser\'ed upstairs, where the bar and 
patio reside. The upstairs menu is ser\'ed downstairs, but 
sushi is not ser\'ed upstairs. Is there an analyst in the 
house? Full bar. (SSSS) Ciil-Asian 

BUFFALO CLUB 1^20 Olympic Blvd 010-4^0-8600). 
L Mon.-Fri: D Mon.-Sat. Don't \k fooled by the drab 
exterior. Inside it's men's club elegant, and the food 
fits the scene: hush puppies alongside lamb chops, 
onion rings made w ith chile, and pot roast that can 
be ordered with a side of mac and Vermont cheddar. 
For dessert tr\' the disgustingly divine pecan-pic-crum- 1 
ble sundae with bittersweet chocolate sauce. Full | 
bar. (SSS) American 

CAPO 1810 Ocean Ave. (?/o-j94-f yfo or www.foodco- 
west.com). D Vie -Sat. Bruce .Marder's tiny romantic 
room sits smack on the ocean (no views, though) next 
to the Santa Monica Pier. 'I'he menu is short antl sim- 
ple — filet mignon, rack of lamb, lobster risotto, et al. — 
and the ingredients are exquisite. Finish with candied 
bread pudding. Full b.ir. (SSSS) Italian 

CtZANNE I.e Merigot Hotel, r-40 Ocean Ave. (u»-?9f- 
9700 or www.lemerigothotel.com). B-L U djily. The 
formal dining room with tuxedoed waiters breaks 
from hotel-restaurant tradition by offering sterling 
food and a choice of prix fixe menus. Full bar. (SSSS) 
Classic French 

CHEZ JAY i6$- OcejnAve. (}io-}9$-ty4i). L-D daily: 
brunch Sjt.-Sun. /Vrross the street from the Santa Mon- 
ica Pier, Chez Jay may be the perfect L.A. restaurant: 
sawdust on the floor. Dino on the jukebox, and beach- 
combers and movie directors elbow-to-elbow at the 
bar. The food — steamed clams, swordfish, steak— is re- 
ally just another g(M>d excuse for one more round. Full 
bar. (SS) /Vmerican 

CINCH fill) Wilshire Blvd. (}w-m-4'.19>- L> nightly. 'l'hh 
place is expert in attitude, less so in senice. The maitre 
d* may snicker if you call for a same-night reservation 
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"It's mecca for collectors" 
- L.A. Times 

"Hands down, (when) 
you want to drink the 
world's finest wines, this 
is where you shop." 

- Angeleno Magazine 




Rn« and Rare Wines, Spirit! & Caviar since 1957 

2020 Cotner Ave. 
West Los Angeles, CA 
310.447.2020 www.2020wines.com 



(despite having room), and if you aren't a CPF of some- 
one on (lut>; chances are you'll he led to a nasty little 
tahic overlooking the real ilining room. Shrimp hilled 
with watercress comes instead with romaine. and sal- 
ads are general Iv overdressed. Simpler entrees fare bet- 
ter, antl ilcsserts are lovciv I.ivciv har scenes upstairs 
and down. Full har. (SSS) Franco-Japanese 

CHINOIS ON MAIN _'-«<; Main Si (uo-i92-go2^ or 
^•wu.'.ii^o/f'^anf^Ni'k.t:om). L Vi'etJ-Fri.: D nightly. Salads 
and the sashimi appetizer are exquisite and light 
at Wolfgang Puck's French fusion restaurant, leaving 
room for tasty entrees along the lines of Cantonese 
duck and harhecued salmon with black and gold pasta. 
The creme bailee trio has a flavor for everyone. I'ull 
har. (SSS) FVench/Asian 

THE COUNTER .'90' Ocean Park Blvd. ()io-}99-S}8} or 
wwmthecoiinterhurger.com). L-D daily. Now here's a 



menu with focus: bui;gcrs. Turkey burgers, veggie burg- 
ers, and g(M)d old beefburgers. On an English muffln, 
on a whole wheat bun, or in a bowl without a bun. With 
a bottle of Belgian beer Beer and wine. (S) Burgers 

DRAGO -'6.'^ \i'ihhire Blvd. (?;o-.ViiV-i;^f or www.ee- 
lestinodrajifi.com). I. Mon.-Fri.: D nightly. Celcstino Dra- 
go pursues his love of Sicilian cooking with dazzling 
success in this striking restaurant, where the setting 
contrasts with the casual cuisine— dishes like tortcUini 
with pumpkin in a butter-sage sauce and eggplant 
cooked a do/en wa\'s. Full bar. (SS) Italian 

FATHER'S orrxci loiH Montana Ave. (}io-}9yBEER 
or www. fathersojfice.com). D nightly. ITiis is a bar, em- 
phasis on beer, and entrance age is 21. Chef-owner 
Sang Yoon makes primo tapas: imported jamon Ser- 
rano^ spicv olives, and house-cured white anchovies. 
He's also got one of L.A.'s best burgers, made with 
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In a glass, frozen sake crystals sparkle like clear slush; in the mouth they melt into Pop Rock- 
like bursts of flavor. They're made of premium dry genuine draft sake, or arabashiri. which is 
prized for its freshness— filtered just once and bottled immediately at Southern California's 
only sake brewery, Yaegaki USA, in Vernon. Because the sake is unpasteurized, says Reiko Waide, 
Yaegaki's head of production and America's sole sake brew mistress, "we store it frozen." 

Since 1660, Yaegaki's parent company 
has been making sake at its jizake kura (arti- 
sanal brewery) in Hyogo prefecture, north- 
west of Osaka, and still produces award-win- 
ning brews there. In 1986, expanding 
consumption in the United States and de- 
clining sales in Japan prompted the firm to 
begin production in sushi bar-intensive L.A. 
With local sales increasing more than lOO 
percent in the past five years, Yaegaki 
opened yet another brewery in Vernon last 
November, doubling production capacity. 

Waide had been working for a sushi 
delivery company that Yaegaki absorbed. 
She transferred to the sake enterprise and 
took on menial tasks: shoveling warm rice 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^K^^^H and 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ bottles by hand. Eventually she went to 
COOL BREWED: Sake mistress ReIko Waide Japan to learn centuries-old master sake- 

making techniques and discovered that the 

local springwater was a key to the kura's flavorful sakes. At Yaegaki USA's new brewery, filtra- 
tion systems can replicate Hyogo's famous water. Although many traditional methods are still 
employed, the facility boasts automated bottling machinery, temperature sensors, and hoses 
that transport rice from the cooking cauldrons to the fermenting tanks. 

Under Waide's aegis, Yaegaki produces two less expensive pasteurized sakes alongside its 
arabashiri. Yaegaki Dry is aged three months, and Ki Ippon, usually served warm, about two. 
But the sophisticated arabashiri— with 18 to 19 percent naturally fermented alcohol— possesses, 
like raw milk cheese or a good microbrewed draft beer, the most intricate structure and subtle 
layerings of flavor. -Lirtda Surum 

Yaegaki brews are available at most Japariese supermarkets, inc/uo/ing Mitsuwa, Maruki. and Nijiya. 
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Sample one delicious treat after another from 45 of Santa Monicas 
finest restaurants. Enjoy live music and chef demonstrations all day, 
while soaking up the sun and cool ocean breezes. Treat your senses 
to something special. 

3"' Annual 

Sunday, September 26, 2004 

12 P.M. TO 4 P.M. • Santa Monica Pier 

Adults: $35 

Children (over 4 & under 10): $10 




AcADiE Hand Crafted French Crepes • Art Institute of California-Los Angeles 
Blue Forest Bakery • BtutBtRRY • Bravo Cucina • Bravo Pizzeria • Buca ui Beppo 
Cezanne • Cinch • Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf • Duke's Malibu • El Cholo • The Grille 
Hooters • 1 Cugini • La Vecchia Cucina • Le Marmiton • The Lincoln • The Lobster 
Locanda del Lago • Loews Hotel • Louise's Trattoria • Lula Cocina • Mariasol 
Michael's Restaurant • Monsoon Cafe • Ocean Avenue Seafood • Rusty's Surf Ranch 
Sushi Roku • Sushi-Teri Express • The Victorian • Wild Oats Markets 



Gruycrc and Ma)'tag blue and served on a perfectly 
toasted arugula-stuffed bun. Order at the bar. Beer 
and wine. (S) Tapas 

THE GRILLE Fairmont AUramar, loi Wihhire Blvd. (po- 
ji^-jiii). H-L-D daily. Perfectly prepared steaks, vcal 
chops, and fish pair with the likes of Gorgonzola mashed 
potatoes and com risotto. Warm apple rart a la mode for 
dessert. Full bar. (SS$) California/Mediterranean 

THE HUMP Santa Monica Airport, }22i Donald Douglas 
Loop South ()io-^iyo<)jj orwww.typhoon-restaurunt.com). 
L Mon.-Fri.: D nightly. The sushi's as good as it gets, 
and so is ever)thing else here. A sashimi salad pairs 
spicy greens with a fresh selection of fish and octopus, 
the soft-shell crabs (seasonal) are exquisite, and conch is 
served raw or sauteed with asparagus and mushrooms. 
Full bar. ($S) Japanese 

IVY AT THE SHORE /«/ Ocean Ave. (}W-}9}-}ii}). L-D 
daily. The Vr/s ocean-adjacent outpost sports tropical- 
bcach-shack decor and a patio. As on Robertson, the 
food is excellent and the celeb sightings frequent. Why 
mess with perfection? Also at 113 N. Robertson Blvd. 
(310-274-8303). Full bar. (SSS) American 

JIRAFFE $02 Santa Alonica Blvd. (po-9ij-66ji orwww.ji- 
rafferestaurant.com). D nightly. Raphael I-unetta's food 
is elegant and accented with intense flavors: purple 
Peruvian potato gnocchi with rock shrimp, roast rab- 
bit with polenta, a caramelized pork chop with cider 
sauce. Warm chocolate truffle cake for dessert. Full bar. 
($S) French Rustic 

JOSIE 2424 Pico Blvd. (po-'iSi-^SSS or www.josierestau- 
rant.com). D nightly. Chef Josic l.cBalch indulges her 
flair for Italian, French, and game, which means cre- 
ations like seared baby cuttlefish on warm sausage- 
studded lentils, rack of lamb with a marmalade onion- 
potato tart, fi.sh tagpje with preserved lemon, or Texas 
wild boar. Crumble or lemon zabaglione for dessert. 
Full bar. (SSS) Progressive American 

JULIANO'S RAW 6og Broadway (}io-^87-iss2 or 
www.planetraw.com). L-D daily. You're apt to see raw- 
guru Juliano Brotman in his flip-flops at the juice bar 
sipping Alien's Blood (apple, ginger, hme, and beet) if 
he's not in the kitchen turning out "raw-violi" (whipped 
pine nut "cheese" between thin slices of daikon), "mana" 
("baked on a rock in Palm Springs for 10 hours"), and 
innovative raw and vegan imitations of pad thai, tuna 
salad, and pizza (on sprouted buckwheat). The food is 
tasty, clean, and green. Service and setup arc casual, but 
prices arc not. No alcohol. (SSS) Raw 

LAVANDE Loews Santa Monica Beach Hotel ijoo Ocean 
Ave. (po-^j6-p8o orwww.loewshotels.com). B-L-D dai- 
ly; brunch Sun. If you're looking for a quiet place to hear 
yourself — and your dining companions — talk, the quest 
is ended. At night, the illuminated Ferris wheel on the 
pier offers a colorful backdrop; in daylight, you have a 
full view of the beach. The food is simple — roa.st meats 
and fish, pastas and salads— and the service discreet. 
Full bar. (SSS) Cal-Mcditerranean 

LINCOLN 2460 Wilshire Blvd. (}W-fl2S-if04). D nightly. 
The team behind Tengu, Nacional, and Paladar have 
opened this tiny steak place for trend)' types. The ta- 
bles are squishetl together, the "amuse bouche" is nothing 
more than toast with tomato spread, and there's some 
unearned pretension at the front desk. That said, the 
meat and fish are beautiftjily prepared, and if you're a 
fan of designer Kelly Wearstler's antler chandeliers, 
you'll love the decor. Full bar. (SSSS) Steak I louse 

THE LOBSTER 1602 Ocean Alv. (}io-4^8-y2i)4 orwww.the- 
lobster.com). L-D daily. Quality doesn't cede to quanrity 
at this packed beachside restaurant and bar on the 
Santa Monica Pier Allyson Thurbcr cooks up jumbo 
lump crab cakes, knockout spicy Louisiana prawns 
with dirty rice, seared ahi, and of course, fresh steamed 
Maine lobster like the serious chef that she is. Full bar. 
(SSS) Seafood 

HtLISSE 1104 Wilshire Blvd. (^10-^9^-0881 or www.- 
melisse.com). D nightly. The tariff is steep at Josiah Cit- 
rin's foodie mecca, but the cuisine is exquisite: Man- 
darin tomato soup with goat cheese-sweet garlic flan, 
miUe-feuille of ahi tartare with fennel sauce and tapc- 
nade, wild king salmon with lima bean puree, or the 
ineffably dreamy chefs menu. The cheese course is fit 
for a king. Full bar. (SSSS) FrenchyAmerican 
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MICHAEL'S 1147 }rd St. (jio-^^i-oS^} or www.michaeis- 
satttiimonkj.com). L Mon.-Fri.; D Mon.-Sat. The garden 
is the most romantic in town, and the food's reliable. 
Choices may include sauteed spot prawns with carrot 
pesto and jalapciio oil, roscmarv-chickcn liver mousse, 
or as entrees, a seared salmon or a classic dry-aged steak 
•mihpommes fiites. It's all good. Full bar. (SSS) California 

OCEAHFRONT Hotel Casa Del Mar. 1910 Ocean Way 
(^io-$8i-jji4 or www.casaJelmarcom). B-L-D daily. 
This sophisticated restaurant abuts one of the nicest 
cocktail lounges at the beach and boasts an ocean 
view. The ftxxl is serious and seasonal. Full bar. ($$S$) 
Continental 

ONE PICO Shutters on the Beach, i Pico Blvd. (j/o-f*/- 
r/// or www.shuttersontheheach.com). L D daily. With 
its ocean view, high ceilings, and fireplace, this light- 
filled restaurant gets almost nothing wrong: grilled 



shrimp with orange butter, house-cured salmon with 
corn cakes and creme fraiche, oysters with a dab of 
caviar and lemongrass cream, perfectly grilled lamb 
chops. Full bar. (SSS) California 

ROCCA I4)2A 4th St. (}io-}9$-676$). D nightly. Here's a 
gem. Donald Dikmak talxs personal pritle in greeting 
his guests, and chef Donald Dickman in feeding them. 
This is Italian food at its accessible best: prosciutto 
with burrata, beet root with ricotta, sauteed Alaskan 
halibut, lemon panna cotta. Smart wine list and service, 
too. Beer and wine. (SS) Italian 

ROCKEHWAGHER/THE brasserie 24}$ Main St.. 
Edgemar Center ()io-}9')-6$04 or www.rockenwagner 
com). D nightly: brunch Sun. I lans and Patti Rocken- 
wagner offer two dining experiences: Sit in a 28-seat in- 
ner sanctum for a tasting menu or just eat bistro style— 
roasted beets with goat cheese, veal goulash with 



spaetzle, sole with artichokes. First class or coach? 
Hither works. Full bar. (SSS) California 

SAH'S loS W. Channel Rd. (}io-2}o-^ioo). D Tue.-Sun. 
Owner Samer Elias is showcasing the Mediterranean 
here: Sea urchin on anigula, bluefin tuna tartare, red 
pepper soup, and grilled escolar served with citrus firuits 
are all outstanding. The milk custard in a phyllo bird's 
nest with rose water syrup is an exotic kicker. Beer and 
wine. (SSS) Cal-Mediterranean 

TYPHOOH Sjnta Monica Airport, !22i Donald Douglas 
Loop South (}io-!90-6s6^ or www.typhoon-restau- 
rant.com). L Mon.-Fri.: D nif^tly: brunch Sun. Sip Pacif- 
ic Rim suds overlooking the Santa Monica runway, 
and nosh on all marmer of Asian fish, veggie, meat, and 
noodle dishes, or delve into the insect worid with Tai- 
wanese-style crickets served with raw garlic, chiles, and 
Asian basil. Full bar. (SS) Pan-Asian 

VALENTINO ^i/f Pico Blvd. (}io-829-4)i) orwww.pien>- 
selvaggio.com). L Fri.: D Mon.-Sat. Piero Selvaggio's 
flagship changed the way we perceive Italian c<x>king, 
and his standards rival those of the finest restaurants 
worldwide. He seduces us with the best white truffles, 
the purest olive oils, the tenderest prosciutto, and a 
wine cellar that's won numerous awards and lured din- 
ers from around the world. Full bar. (SSS) Italian 

VODA 1449 2nd St. (}to-)94-^7J4 or www.vodabar.com). 
D Tue.-Sat. There's vodka, vodka everywhere (more 
than 50 brands) at this dark, hip boitc where fresh oysters 
vie for attenrion with rack of lamb, flaky halibut, and a 
juicy hunk of New York steak. By nine the place is 
packed and you can't hear vourself think— just as well 
after all that fancy hooch. Fiill bar. (SSS) American- Asian 

WHIST Viceroy Hotel, 1S19 Ocean Ave. (}io-26o-7S" or 
www.viceroysantamonica.com). B-L-D daily; brunch Sun. 
If you can get past the bouncer and the gaggle of swing- 
ing singles at the bar, youll find yourself in a fine dining 
room serving assured and delicious food: foie gras, 
steak tartare, honey-coriander duck breast, smoked 
salmon with madras curry. The wine list is further 
testament to a sophisticated palate. Full bar. (SSSS) 
C^fbmia Eclectic 



MALIBU& 
PACIFIC PALISADES 

ABUELITAS ijj S. Topanga Canyon Blvd., Topanga (}io- 
4^^-8788 or www.akuelitastopangft.com). L-D Tut.-Sun. 
\XWiows face the mountains, a creek-side patio is per- 
fect on warm nights, and diners come until the wee 
hours — the dcrors are open until 2 a.m. on the week- 
ends. Comida includes Mexican staples as well as hearty 
asada de borrego (grilled lamb chops) with steamed 
spinach, family-style taco feasts, and of course, choco- 
late chimichangas for dessert. Saturday night there's a 
live band. Full bar. (SS) Mexican 

ALLSGRIA 22821 Pacific Coast Hwy., Malibu (jio-4s6- 
}i)2 or www.altegriamalibu.com). L-D daily. This gra- 
cious space feels like a friend's dining room— dark 
wood country tables, brocade booths, exposed-brick 
walls, and a backlit garden terrace. Before you devour 
chef Antonio Murc's divine orange pic youll want to 
Stan with the caiamari jritti (done just so), a wood- fired 
pizza, or lobster-stuffed pasta in saffron sauce with 
asparagus tips. Beer and wine. (S S) Italian 

GEOFFREY'S 27400 Pacific Coast Hwy., Malibu ()io-4f7- 
1^19 or www.geoffreysmalibu.com). L-D daily; brunch 
Sat.-Sun. This hidden terrace restaurant still feels like 
money hovering lazily over the ocean. Locals (rich and 
famous) pack the weekend brunches for corn chowder 
with blue crab, sauteed day boat scallops with foie gras 
risotto, and tempura shrimp salad. Nights arc for ro- 
mantics. Full bar. (SSS) Cal-Asian 

CRANITA 2)72$ W. Malibu Rd., Malibu (310-4S6-0488 or 
www.wolfymgpuck.com). D Tue.-Sun.; brunch Sat.-Sun. 
After tasting Jennifer Naylor's cooking— almond- 
blackberry pancakes with lemon curd, morel mush- 
rcK)m lasagna with purple asparagus, or ahi with a spicy 
miso glaze and sesame crisps— at Wolfgang Puck's 
Malibu outpost, even the saddest souls will want to skip 




- A newly enlianced historic resort. In a cliarniing village. 
In a pastoral valley. No wonder our guesl? Icel life is getting tetter. 




Wt natural beauty 
of our classic golf course 
will challenge you 
to play your best. 
The innovative ' - C 
treatments of our luxury 
spa will restore you to 

feel your best. 
The fresh bounty of 
our organic cuisine will 
inspire you to 
appreciate the best.^^ 



And the breathtaking 
surroundings of our 
peaceful setting 
will move you to 
discover the best. 
At the newly 
enhanced Ojai Valley 
Inn & Spa, each detail 
s designed to make every 
expenence better And in 
turn, make life 
a little better, too. 



0)AI VALLEY INN G SPA 

Life can keep getting better 



.SO a)ipiUCTTl«11»vnt^lKfigeles • Call 800-422 6524, 
vHit ojairewjrt com, or fontact your travel agent. 



'..-lit Traveler 

■. • J , - ,v .-.M J. Cujntry • #1 Spa - il\ipc- 
Top 10 Hotel Spas m itie U S - Travels Leisure 
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their Prozac. The sorbets and granitas burst with fla- 
vor. Full bar. (S$$) Cal-Mcditerrancan 

NOBU Malihu Country Mart. }8}^ Cross Creek Rd.. Mal- 
ibu (}w-ji7-9i40 or www.noburrmtsuhisa.com). D night- 
ly. At Nobu Matsuhisa's cozy spot, ceviche is a spicy 
melange of shrimp and flsh marinated in lemon juice 
and rice vinegar; the tiraJito is flower shaped; and the 
sushi and sashimi are standard-bearers. For dessert, try 
broiled plums with a meringue puff and ginger ice 
cream. Full bar. (SSS) Japanese 

SADDLE PEAK LODGE 4/9 Cold Canyon Rd.. Calaiasas 
(Si8-222-}888 or www.saddlepeattodge.com) . D 
Wed.-Sun.; brunch Sun. Deer and moose heads give the 
three-storj' landmark a clubby feel, and the food is 
wild— literally; rack of venison, roast pheasant breast, a 
game tasting plate of buffalo, duck, and elk. Everything 
is elegant, meticulously seasoned, and expertly cooked. 
Full bar. (SSS) American 

THE SUNSET 6800 Westward Beach Rd., Malibu (}io- 
fS^-iooj or www.thesunsetrestaurant.com). D Tue.-Sun.: 
brunch Sat.-Sun. Euro-somethings in Rock Star baby 
tees, directors talking shop, and celebrities on first dates 
pick at Sunset tempura and carbless Kobe beefburgers 
at this new spot (formerly the Grey Whale) that looks 
onto Zuma Beach. Sit indoors or out and watch the 
sunset as you tuck into pinot noir-braised short ribs, 
Moroccan-spiced salmon roulade, and seafood risotto. 
Colorfiil Turkish lamps and rumpled cushions accent 
the lounge. Full bar. (SSS) Continental/Pacific Rim 



SAN FERNANDO 
VALLEY 

BAZEL CAFt 17620 Ventura Blvd.. Encino (818-728- 
0846). B-L-D daily. This chic hangout is busy morning, 
noon, and night, but you'll never feel crowded or 
hurried. The waitstaff know the menu inside and 
out and bring enormous plates of food while world 
music fills the room and patio. Iry the smoked salmon, 
steak sandwich, and chicken schnitzel. The plasma- 
screen TV in the ladies' loo is a nice touch. BYOB. 
(SSS) Mediterranean 

BISTRO GARDEN AT COLDWATER 125)50 Ventura 
Blvd., Studio City (8i8-$oi-0202). L Mon.-Fri.: D night- 
ly. The prettiest room in the Valley is light and airy if a 
bit noisy Menu highlights include poached salmon with 
champagne-caviar sauce and an elk chop with red cab- 
bage and spaetzle. Full bar. (SSS) Continental 
IIHf^AMM' CA' DEL SOLE 4100 Cahuenga Blvd., 
UraATB Yor/* Hollywood (818-98^-4669 or 
www.cadelsoU.com). L Sun.~Fri.; D nightly. With its 
two-sided fireplace, huge patio, and slightly country 
club-ish feel (must be that green carpet), this is a good 
venue for both romantic dinners and Roman banquets. 
Appetizers, like the fresh chopped tuna and salmon 
and the terrific carpaccio, tend to upstage the entrees, 
which are fine in a heavy way— a i6-ounce rib eye was 
easily enough protein for four Atkins advocates. The 
Venetian-style spaghetti with clams, shrimp, and crab is 
a lighter choice, and for dessert, try the chocolate chip 
cake with fresh berries. Full bar. (SSS) Italian 

CAFC BIZOU 14016 Ventura Blvd. Sherman Oaks (8i8- 
788-}S}6). L Mon.-Fri.: D nigfitly: brunch Sat.-Sun. There 
are two prominent features here: a lively French menu 
and very low prices. The setting is casual, reservations 
hard to land. Helping things along is a bring-your-own- 
wine, $2-per-bottle corkage polic); Full bar. (S) French 

DR. HOGLY WOGLY'S TYLER TEXAS BAR-B-QUE 
8136 N. Sepulveda Blvd. Van Nuys (818-780-6701). L-D 
daily. Generally considered to be home of the best Texas- 
style barbecue in town. The brisket is worthy of being 
one's last meal, the beef ribs are right out o( Jurassic 
Park, the sauces are more sweet than hot, and the beans 
are tender and \'ital. Beer and wine. (S) Texas Barbecue 

FIREFLY 11720 Ventura Blvd.. Studio City (818-762-1833). 
D Mon.-Sat. Event planner Jeffrey Best's hot spot is of 
the no-sign variety— look for a vine<overed building 
with valets out front. The bar-lounge area is dark, with 
heavy btwks on the shelves and a crowd that gives you 



the once-over. The dining mom is like a monaster) — al- 
beit with enormous skylights and unisex loos— and the 
menu is seasonal. Full bar. (SSS) French/American 

MAX 1}}$$ Ventura Blvd.. Sherman Oaks (818-784-291$ or 
www.maxrestaurant.com). L Mon.-Fri.: D nightly. Chef 
Andre Guerrero has an Asian menu with the likes of coco- 
nut-lemongrass soup, wtik-sautced filet mignon on potato- 
mushroom hash, and Indian coriander-<rusted cod with 
lemonoshewbasmatiricc. Beer andwine. (SSS) Cal-Asian 

MR. CECIL'S CALIFORNIA RIBS Ventura Blvd.. 
Sherman Oaks (818-90S-8400). /,-£)<ai/(/>. Jonathan Bur- 
rows's second installment has an enclosed patio, a 
horseshoe bar, and raw wood-beamed ceilings. It's fam- 
ily filled, and once again, the ribs are long marinated, 
the fries are twice cooked in lard, and the com bread is 
warm and fresh. Also at 12244 P'™ Blvd., West L.A. 
(310-442-1550). Full bar. ($S) Barbecue 



OLIVA 4449 Van Nuys Blvd.. Sherman Oaks (818-789- 
44900rwww.olrvarestaurant.com). L-D daily. Thistam- 
ily-friendly trattoria serves heaping plates of pasta, 
a generous selection of pizzas, a roast chicken plate 
consisting of an entire bird, and simple grilled salmon. 
The tiramisu's so rich it's almost cheesecake. Full 
bar. (S$) Italian 

PINOT BISTRO 12969 Ventura Blvd.. Studio City (818- 
990-0^00 or www.patinagroup.com). L Mon.-Fri.: D 
mgiytly. Another Joachim Splichal locale, this one serves 
classic bistro tare: potato and artichoke terrinc, French 
onion soup with Gruj'ere, seared skate wing with wilted 
frisee, lamb pot-au-feu, and sweetbread lasagna. Full 
bar. (SSS) Oil-French 

SENOR FRED 13730 Ventura Blvd., Sherman Oaks (8i8- 
789-3200 or www.senorfred.com). L Mon.-Fri.: D nightly. 
Cave-dark lighting, shimmer)' wallpaper, tall banquettes. 




- RUTH 
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RUTH'S >. 
STEAK HOUSE 



BEVERLY Hills 224 S. Beverly Drive, 310/B59/BV44 

Irvine Z961 michelsdn drive, 94g/252/BB4a 

WOODLAND Hills 61DD Topanga canyon Blvd.. eiB/227/9505 

ALSO IN Del Mar. Palm Desert, San Diego, 

San Francisco, and Walnut Creek — _ 
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Isliliito 




llaliaiio 
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Ciiltiira 



Italian Language program 

• Language classes for Adults 

• Language classes for Children 

• Cooking classes 

• Culture classes 



Fall Session for Adults 
September 27th - December 4th 



Italian Cultural programs 

Films in Sala Rossellini 

Exhibits in Galleria Spazio Italia 

Theatre 

Concerts 

Lectures 

Library 




Visit 

www.fondazione-italia.org 

For information 
(310) 824-7408 




and a sidewalk patio hung with iron chandeliers mark 
the food of chef Juan-Carlos Ixon. It s suhroso; jicama, 
orange, papaya, and mango salad dusted with chiles; 
enchiladas blanketed with mole; and the best hot choct>- 
late in the universe. Full bar. (SS) Mexican 

SMOKE HOUSE 4420 UkesiJe Dr. Burhank (Si8-S4S- 
j7ii>. L I) daily, hruncb Sun. I Icre's the real Burbank stu- 
dio commissary, a landmark where movers, shakers, and 
ItKals go for good, inexpensive steaks and prime rib and 
the best garlic cheese bread in creation. There arc also 
heaping platters of ribs and chicken and some fine mu- 
sic in the bar. Full bar. (SS) American 

THE STAND 17000 Ventura Blvd.. i.ncino (818-788-2700 
or www.thcslanJlink.com). L D Jjily. This family- 
friendly indoor-outdoor enterprise salutes the hot 
dog and its kin — premium pork, chicken, and beef 
sausages— with top-of-the-line fixings like fresh slaw, 
caramelized onions, kraut, and chili. Wash 'em down 
with cieam soda or a root beer float. Salads arc available 
for the rabbits among us. Beer and wine. (S) I lot IXjgs 



GLENDALE, 
PASADENA & 
SAN GABRIEL 
VALLEY 

ARROYO CHOP HOUSE 06 S. Arroyo PInvy., Pasadena 
(626-^77-746 0. O nightly. You've got your dark wcxkI 
moldings, a hearty menu, and a piano player setting 
the mood— so loosen your belt. Start with scallops 
wrapped in pancetta, then lay into a porterhouse 
with peppercorn-sherry cream sauce, and finish 
the night with some lemon bread pudding. Full bar. 
($$S) Steak House 

CAFFC CITRON wo E. Lemon Ave., Monrovia (626-}$8- 
1908 or www.caffecitron.com). L-D Tue.-Sun. This small, 
casual spot offers delicious pastas, risottos, salads. 



Small Bites 

Ludo Lefebvre, once of L'Orangerie and until recently plecJged to helm a new restaurant In 
Westwood's W Hotel, is now ensconced at Bastide. Alain Giraud, Bastlde's previous chef. Is 
considering new options. 

Steve Wallace and Bruce Harder, partners in Capo, Cora's, and the Broadway Deli, have 
taken over Opaline. Opaline's ex-chef Jason Travi is with Gino Angelini at his new spot. 
La Terza, on 3rd Street. David Rosoff, Opaline's heart and soul and the creator of its Innova- 
tive wine list, is weighing other projects. Wallace and Harder have also snapped up the 
Beach House on West Channel Road. The new name: Brass-Cap. 

Michael Cimarusti has left the Water Grill to open a restaurant In Hollywood, purportedly 
in the old Patina space. 

Jill Davie, chef du cuisirie at Josie, is a star of the Pood Network's new show, Party Starters. 

Chi, the restaurant in the Hyatt on Sunset, has a new chef in Gavin Baker, ex of 
Oceana in New York. The new manager is Jason Hardy of Sushi Roku 



David Wolfe, who ran the Amuse space in its Table days, will imple- 
ment his new dinner menu at the Rose Cafe this month. 



Bon Ford, Chadwick co-owner turned caterer, has a new spot in 
Culver City. Pord's Pilling Station is scheduled to open in November. 

Collin Crannell, ex of Casa Del Mar, has joined Christian 

Shaffer at Chloe In Playa del Rey. Crannell likes the small- 
er venue. "You can cook more on a love level." he says. 

Wolfgang Puck is opening a steak restaurant in the Regent 
Beverly Wilshire. Richard Meier will design It. 

Janelle Dreyfuss, wife of Richard, is behind L.A. Pood Works, a 

West Hollywood cottage with gourmet kitchen facilities where cook 
ing Is the focus for classes, private dinners, and "team bonding." 

Tibetan goji berries and hemp seed nuts are the latest in the antiaging 
arsenal at Kinara, the spa owned by Christine Splichal and Olga Lorencin 
Northrup. The fatty acid-rich delicacies are served in salads. 

-Margot Dougherty 




196 LOS ANGELES AUGUST 2004 



STEFANO 

II 0 \i i; c 0 I, I, i; c i i o n 



and soups. There's a gelaco bar up front, and panini 
and antipasti are available for takeout, but it's worth 
lingering for a homey sit-down meal of fried cala- 
mari, crisp-skinned roast chicken, or grilled ahi with 
Tijscan-style white beans and gmnohta. Beer and wine. 
($$) Italian 

CAMILO'S CALIFORNIA tUSTItO 2128 Colorado B/vd., 
Eagle Rock (}i}-478-2644). B-L Tue-Sun.; D Tue-Sat: 
hvncb Sun. Come for suprt;me chila^i/es—cnspy-hicd 
julienncd tortillas topped with eggs and avocado— and 
some of the best tiramisu in town. In between arc sal- 
ads and griddle sandwiches at lunch, and sweetbreads, 
calamari, filet mignon, and pork chops with apples and 
onions at night. Beer and wine. (SS) California 

CAROUSEL 304 N. Brand Blvd.. GUndale (818-246-7/y! 
or ■www.car0u5elreslaurant.com). L-D Tue.-Sun. Conjure 
a big fat Mediterranean luau set in an exquisite Persian 
dining room and you've got the idea. Follow up tasty 
appetizers imutabbel and muhammara) with piping hot 
shawarma, kabobs, vegetarian plates, and seafood. 
Weekend nights are hopping with live music, dancing, 
and belly dancers. Full bar. (SS) Middle Eastern 

CINNABAR 9^_) S. Brand Blvd., Glendale (818-^^1-11^')). 
D Tue.-Sun. The exotic decor of the dining room helps 
you forget about the car lots outside. Then there's chef 
Damon Bruner's food: appetizers like yellowtail mille- 
feuille and spicy lemongrass bouillabaisse, along with 
such architectural entrees as Colorado lamb chops and 
air-<Iried duck. Full bar. (SSS) Fusion 

E'S WINE BAR AND RESTAURANT 11; £. Colorado Blvd., 
Pasadena (626-793-6^44 or www.eswinebar.com). L Tue.— 
Fri.; D Tue.-Sun. Stylish wood floors and a handsome 
bar area set the tone for this lovely space. Sake cock- 
tails and wine flights are house signatures, and good 
salads and no-ftjss fresh entrees — meat, fish, pasta — 
are presented in generous proportions. Wine and sake. 
(SS) California/Italian 

FIREFLY BISTRO 1009 Ei Centra Ave., South Pasadena 
(626-441-2443). I. Tue.-Fri.; D Tue.-Sun.; brunch Sun. 
The tented patio and pom-pom topiaries make this 
part Arabian Nights, part spa. Go for the pecan-coated 
catfish, sauteed duck breast, and mint-sprinkled lamb 
skewers. Molten chocolate cake with caramelized 
bananas is lick-the-plate good Beer and wine. (S S) Ameri- 
can Eclectic 

HALIE 1030 E. Green St.. Pasadena (626-44 0-7o67 or 
www.restauranthalie.com). D Tue.-Sun. Red walls, 
giant gilt mirrors, and candlelight give this bar-lounge- 
restaurant that lovin' feeling. It's set in the historic 
Chcesewright building, where Einstein worked in the 
'40s. Food includes tuna tartare with wasabi caviar, pa- 
per-thin gravlax with pepper brioche, porcini-dusted 
halibut, and dry-aged rib eye. Full bar. (SSS) California 

MADRE'S 897 Granite Dr. Pasadena (626-/44-0900). 
L-D daily. Play the CDs, see the movies, wear the 
lingerie, and now, eat the food. J.I-o's got a Cuban 
restaurant with feminine interiors grounded by dark 
wood floors and overseen by mismatched chandeliers. 
The menu is hearty— pork, chicken, and beef; fried 
bananas; rice and beans— and secondary to the SRO 
scene. Full bar. (SSS) Cuban 

MAISON AKIRA 713 E. Green St., Pasadena (626-796- 
9foi). I. Tue.-Fri.: D Tue.-Sun.: brunch Sun. The best of 
Paris and Tokyo are melded in dishes like .seared foie 
gras with port wine-truffle sauce or grilled sea bass in 
lemon-honc)' dressing. The mixed berry feuillet^e could 
be the work of a five-star patisserie. Beer and wine. 
(SSS) French-Japanese 

PARKWAY 6RILL j/o S. Arroyo Pkwy., Pasadena (626- 
79$-iooi). L Mon.-Fri.: D nightly. After 18 years, this is 
still the jewel in the Smith brothers' crown (Smitty's 
Grill, Crocodile Cafe, Arroyo Chop House). The room's 
sophisticated, the servers are delightful, and the food's 
creative, not wacky Hot cheese-pear-walnut flatbread is 
mandatory; then try beet salad, black linguini with 
shrimp, mesquite-grilled filet mignon, or anything else 
you see. Full bar. (SSS) American 

THE RAYMOND Ufo S. Fair Oaks Ave.. Pasadena (626- 
441-3136). L Tue.-Fri.; D Tue.-Sun.; brunch Sat.-Sun. 
One of our most romantic spots is housed in an under- 
stated restored bungalow with fireplaces and gardens. 
For starters try the figs, fresh from the restaurant's tree. 




P O R T O L A 

P a i 1} t s zes 



'Portola ofcrs a unique selection of traditional 
and contempoFc^ handcrafted finishes inr.hidinfy 
Portola's Lime Mish, 
designed to cre» a 5 
showroom and mouii 
color cards andWajm 

12602 Ventura Blvd, Studio City. CA '. 



andcrafted finishes including 
, a distinctive lime-based coati,, 
;oft weathered patina. Visit oui 
about Portola's hand-painted 
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wrapped in pancetta. Entrees include succulent rack of 
lamb with Grand Marnier sauce. Full bar. (SSS) American 

RESTAURANT DEVON 109 E. Lemon Ave., Monrovia 
(626-}0$-ooi)). L Tue.-Fri.; D Tue.-Sun. Ask for a booth 
at this standard-bearer in OW Monrovia, where the food 
ranges from sashimi to black bear ra\TOli, from cair s li\'- 
cr with capers to caribou medallions. For dessert, creme 
brulce in phyllo. Beer and wine. (SSS) Cal-French 

SALADANG SONG }8} S. Fair Oaks Ave.. Pasadena (626- 
79}-$20o). B-L-D daily. Tired of the same ol', same ol' 
breakfast? Why not pearly rice soup with ginger and 
chicken, or shimmering tofu in a sweet-and-tangy 
syrup? Have it on the terrace of this popular Thai-tech 
outpost. Later, it's about grilled calamari, fish cakes 
steamed in a banana leaf, or a feisty noodle soup. Beer 
and wine. (SS)Thai 

SHIRO /)0f Mission St., South Pasadena (626-^99-4^74 <"' 
www.restaurantshiro.com). D Tue.-Sun. The specialty 
here is catfish in ponzu sauce, but a good alternative is 
peppered tuna— or anything else you see. We love the 
blueberry and pear wontons for dessert. Beer and wine. 
(S$) French-Japanese 

TRATTORIA TRE VENEZIE 119 W. Green St.. Pasadena 
(626-79$-44$0. L Tue.-Fri.: D Tue.-Sun. This quaint 
restaurant has books on its shelves and framed family 
photos on the walls. All pastas, including spinach and 
ricotta gnocchi and ravioli stuffed with red beets and 
ricotta, are made fresh daily, and the crema del gorulolier, 
flavored with caramelized sugar and toasted ground al- 
monds, is the perfect JWa. Full bar (SSS) Northern Italian 

XIOHARA 69 N. Raymond Ave., Pasadena (626--;96-2$2o 
or www.xiomararestaurant.com). L Mon.-Fri.: D night- 
ly. Serving/wWtfno risotto with tomatillo, cilantro, and 
lime juice; nuevo cuhano chicken patacones; spicy duck 
ropa vieja, and mini flans flavored with guayaha, mamey, 
and guanabana, Xiomara Ardolina's sleek place is the 
premier Left Coast spot for nuevo latino. Bill bar. (SS) 
French/Latin 



YUJEAN KANG'S 67 N. Raymond Ave., Pasadena (626- 
$S^-o8$$). L-D daily. A Chinese restaurant like no oth- 
er: One soup is topped with meringue in which a small 
village scene is drawn, prawns are stir-fried with fava 
beans, and polenta is cooked Chinese style. Kang even 
makes a mean cheesecake. Also at South Coast Plaza, 
3333 Bristol St., Costa Mesa (714-662-1098). Beer and 
wine. (SS) Chinese 

ZEKE'S SMOKEHOUSE 2209 Honolulu Ave., Montnse 
(SiS-9$j-j04$). L-D daily. Michael Rosen, ex of Reign, 
and Leonard Schwartz of Maple Drive are behind this 
bright place where e\'eryone seems to know each other 
and the spanking clean kitchen is proudly on view. 
Ribs— meaty, high quality, and just off the grill— are the 
name of the game, but chicken, chili, pulled-pork sand- 
wiches, and kettle chips are other prime reasons to eat 
in or take out. Beer and wine. (SS) Barbecue 



I SOUTH BAY 

AIHEE'S 800 S. Pacific Coast Hwy., Rtdondo Reach (}io- 
}i6-ioSi). D Tue.-Sun. You're a stranger at Aimee Miz- 
rahi's chic bistro only once. She'll remember you loved 
the seared scallop with polenta appetizer and that 
you followed it with potato-crusted halibut and 
Gorgonzola masheds. Before saying bonne nuit, in- 
dulge with apple galette or creme brulee. Beer and 
wine. (S) French 

BELHONT BREWING CO. 2$ }9th Pi, Long Beach ($62- 
4}}-}89i). B Sat.-Sun.; L-D daily. One of the best of 
the local brew pubs, imique not only for delicious beer 
but also for suds-friendly dishes: pizza, pasta, salads, 
burgers, steak, and fish. Its location on the Belmont 
Pier affords a fine view: Beer and wine. (S) California 

CAF£ PIERRE }i7 Manhattan Beach Blvd., Manhattan 
I Biacb (}io-;4$-$2$2). L Mm.-Fri.: D ni^lly. Forget any 



laid-back beach-town vibes. This bistro dishes out 
French arrogance with the best of them, along with 
surprisingly creative cuisine, such as pumpkin ravioli in 
basil cream sauce. Full bar. (SS) Cal-French 
CHRISTY'S 3937 E. Broadway Ave., LongBeach (^62-4}}- 
71}}). L Mon.-Fri.: D nightly. Christy (daughter 
of Sonny) Bono's gem in Belmont Heights offers deli- 
cious eats: tender osso buco, sea bass with orange- 
ginger vinaigrette, and for the finale, cappuccino creme 
briilee or chocolate-banana bread pudding. Full bar. 
(SSS) Italian 

MICHI 5103 Manhattan Ave., Manhattan Beach (}io-}76- 
061}). D Mon.-Sat. This upmarket eatery with a sushi 
bar is in a setting so spacious you can't even eavesdrop 
on the next table. Stroll in for the Gorgonzola rib eye, 
and stroll out content. Full bar. (SSS) Fusion 

NICO'S j7l5o E. 2nd St., Long Beach ($62-4)4-4479 or 
www.nicosrtstaurant.com). D nigl}t!y. Christy Bono's two- 
tiered spot is SRO. Escaigots, pan-seared pork loin with 
figs, and sauteed jumbo prawns are all worth a try The 
chocolate pave— a brick of dark chocolate mousse driz- 
zled with creme de cassis —is mandatory Beer and wine. 
(SSS) Continental 

TRIO BY THE BAY 304 i2th St., Manhattan Beach (}io- 
$46-8786). D Wed.-Sat. A great-looking bar crowd 
and smart bartenders are the hallmarks here. Seared 
scallops come with a crispy potato-leek pancake; the 
brochette platter for two is done just so. Tiiesd^ is Brazil- 
ian night, where the music heats up and S25 platters 
of nibbles sit in the middle of tables. Full bar. (SSS) 
Cal-Aleditenanean 

Z AZOU 1810 S. Catalina Ave., Redondo Beach (}io-!40- 
4884). L Tue.-Sat.: D ni^tly. The name means "stylish- 
ly hip" in French, which translates here to cuisine from 
Tuscany and Provence as well as Morocco and South- 
ern California. Roasted vegetables come with spicy 
couscous, and the carrot gnocchi and fish dishes are 
hard to beat. Full bar. (SS) French/Mediterranean LA 
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HOUSE OF BLUES — SUNSET STRIP 

WEST HOLLYWOOD'S LEGENDARY GOSPEL BRUNCH! This award- 
winning brunch satisfies both the appetite and the soul. Features 
incredible live music and a bountiful Southern buffet. An LA. must-do event. 
Seatings on Sunday, 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. 
8430 Sunset Boulevard, West Hollywood (323) 848-5100 

JAR RESTAURANT 

"BEST NEW CHEF 2002," Food artd Wine magazine. Suzanne Tracht 
creates a sensational brunch including Pot Roast Hash, Corn Pancakes, 
Lobster Benedict, House-Cured Salmon, and Smoked Trout Salad. Begin 
with complimentary freshly baked pecan sticky buns. (To die for!!!) 
Sunday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

8225 Beverly Boulevard, Lot Angeles (323) 655-6566 



LAVANDE AT LOEWS 

SANTA MONICA BEACH HOTEL 

Loews Santa Monica Beach Hotel features a gorgeous brunch. Enjoy 
endless culinary adventures, from carving stations, sushi, and seafood to 
omelettes, waffles, and salads. Panoramic views of the Pacific Ocean are the 
perfect backdrop. 

Sunday, 11 a.m.-1:4S p.m. Reservations recommended. 
1700 Ocean Avenue, Santa Monica (310) 576-3180 



LUNA PARK 

Enjoy the eclectic atmosphere and sidewalk seating of our 

popular neighborhood restaurant, featuring big French toast, 

truffled poached eggs, made-to-order Bloody Marys, and a 

full lunch menu! Come try our great food, fun atmosphere, 

and reasonable prices! 

Saturday and Sunday, 11:30 a.m.-3 p.m. 

672 South La Brea Avenue, Los Angeles (323) 934-2110 



TIVOLI CAFE 

In ttie heart of Pacific Palisades, Tivoli has been tantalizing taste buds for more 

than 1 5 years. Brunch choices include fresh berry crepes, white chocolate 

chip pancakes, and seafood omelettes. Soak up the beautiful weather while 

sipping your complimentary coffee on the spacious patio or dive into mimosas 

made with fresh squeezed orange juice. Kid friendly. 

Saturday and Sunday, 8:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 

15306 Sunset Boulevard, Pacific Palisades (310) 459-7685 

Do you offer Brunch? Call Shannon Stein at (323) 801-0018 
to participate in the Brunch Guide 
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BEVERLY HILLS 

DaPosquole 

Four Seasons Hotel Los Angeles at Beverly Hills 
llGelo 

DOWNTOWN 

Checkers Downtown 
Goo Trottorio 
Gcodo 
Noe 

Tesoro Trattoria 

HOLLYWOOD/MELROSE 

Chon Doro 
Dor Maghreb 
Kobuki 

The Musso & Frank Grill 
Oasis 

LA CIENEGA/ 
WEST HOLLYWOOD 

Buddha's Belly 
The Gardens of Taxco 
Modeo Ristoronte 

Michelio Nouvelle Vietnamese Bistro 

Mix Restaurant 

Quality 

Y Teo and Wine 

MARINA DEL REY/WESTCHESTER 

Tlie Buggy Whip 
Chan Daretle 



SAN FERNANDO VALLEY 

Kobuki 

OIh 

SANTA MONICA/BRENTWOOD 

The Lobster 
Pone Fresco 

Potty's Pizza Take and Bake 

WEST L.A./WESTWOOD 

Chon Dora 

Mario's Italian Kitchen 
Napa Volley Grille 



BUDDHA'S BLlli 
7475 Beverly Boulevard, Los Angeles 323-931-8588 www.bbfood.tom 

Good Food. Good Fortune. Feast on the tontolizing pon-Aslon cteations of Chef Hisoshi Yoshioro, 
featuring outhenfic fiavo5 of Jopan, China, Thailand, Vietnam, Koreo, and Singapore. Watch out 
chefs prepore fresh, heolthy Asian cuisine in our open display kitchen. Enjoy wholesome noodle 
dishes, fresh salads, tontolizing appetizers, sovory entrees, and tasty desserts with friendly, 
knowledgeable service. Specialty cocktails, wines, Asian beers, sokes and herbal tonics. We 
accept reseivohons for large parties only (six or more) ond offer o private dining room for up 
to 50. Open doily for lunch ond dinner. 




THE BUGGY WHIP 

7420 Ld Fiero Boulevard, Los Angeles 31 0-645-71 31 

Established 57 years ago, the Buggy Whip, long a stopover for celebrities and sports figures, wos 
accloimed by Los Angeles magazine as "Best Steak Dinner" in 2003 and is olso renowned for Florida 
stone crab clows, full bone prime rib, and giont lobster toil. Owned and operated by Paul ond lize 
Darticorrere, the Buggy Whip stands os a testoment to whot OW Wortd dining is really all about. Live 
piano Wednesday through Soturdoy Private banquet focility ovailoble. 




CHAN DARA 

1 1 940 West Pico Boulevard, West Los Angeles 31 0-479-4461 
310 North Lorchmont Boulevord, Los Angeles 323-467- 1052 
1 3490 Moxella Avenue, Marina del Rey 31 0-301 -1 004 

Known for its authenric Thai cuisine, Chan Daro has successfully fused the beauty and exohc 
flavors of Thailand with the energy and eclectic atmosphere of Los Angeles for more than 1 5 
years. Chan Data is the ideol place to eat and drink with friends after work or o fun ploce to 
sociolize in the evening. Come visit us at any one of our three locations. Lunch doily 
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CHECKERS DOWNTOWN 

535 South Grand Avenue, Los Angeles 800-423-9057 www.hihonche{kers.(om 

Goume/ magazine ranks Checkeis Downtown restaurant #7 of ttie top 20 restaurants in Los Angeles. 
LA [piwreon Hendezvous roves about Checkers Downtown "dynomic, inventive, modern Afrericon 
cooking." Checkers Downtown feotures Colifornia hjsion cuisine with distinctive Europeon, Americon, 
ond Asion influences, sen/ed superbly in quiet, elegont surroundings. A renowned Sunday brunch and 
preshow dinner pockoges that include transportation to and from ttie theoter ore offered. Breokfost 
doily from 6:30 to 1 0:30 a.m., lunch doily from 1 1 :30 o.m. to 1 :30 p.m., and dinner Tue.-Sat. 
from 5:30 to 9 p.m. 



Jl 

CIAO TRATTORIA 

81 5 West 7th Street, Los Angeles 213-624-2244 www.ciaofrattorio.com 

"The food is so good you'll overeot, but you'll have a smile on your face." -logal Survey 
This charming trattoria hos been a fovorite among the Music Center's potrons yeor ofter year and 
now is also the favorite of the Stoples Center's sports fans. Known for its superb Italion cuisine 
in 0 relaxed, comfortable, ond elegont setting ond friendly service, Ciao Trattoria is a perfect 
choice for entertaining guests and clients and for a memoroble pre-event dinner. Two private 
bonquet facilities. Valet podcing. Complimentary shuttle to the Music Center and Wolt Disney Concert 
Holl. Mon.-fri., 1 1 o.m.-lO p.m.; Sot.-Sun., 5-10 p.m. 




CICADA 
617 South Olive Street, Los Angeles 213-488-9488 www.cicadarestaurant.tom 

Cicodo is Los Angeles' famed destinatkin //here haute couture meets houfe cuisine. Situoted in o 1 928 
art deco haberdashery complete with Lolique glass featuring the hnest contemporary Italian cuisine. 
Specialties include filet mignon vfllfi foie gros and green opples in a cobemet souce. Cicodo has won the 
Zogot oword for Best Decor for 2004 ond ttie Wine Spectator kmri of Excellence for tfie lost seven 
years. Ideal for speciol events. Major credit cords, volet, and complimentory theoter shuttle. Lunch: 
Mon.-f ri., 1 1 :30 o.m. - 2 p.m. Dinner. Mon. - Sot., beginning at 5:30 p.m. 



DA PAS QUALE 
9749 Santa Monico Boulevard, Beverly Hills 310-859-3884 

Do Posquole, considered one of the top ten authentic Itolion restourants in Los Angeles, is railing into 
its 1 5th year of gostronomical success. This family restouront is owned by Posquole and Anno Morra. 
After 0 much needed sobboticol and months of reseorch in Itoly for new dish ond wine ideas, Anna 
ond Posquole ore once ogoin in the kitchen serving the cuisine we all have come to love and depend 
on. They hove exponded the dining space to include a room for a full bor (coming soon) and private 
potties. Lunch is served weekdays, ond dinner is Mondoy through Soturdoy. 




DAR MAGHREB 

7651 Sunset Boulevard, Los Angeles 323-876-7651 

Visit this retreoted 1 Sth-century Moroccan poloce, where you will dine in the traditional Moroccon 
monner There is o bubbling fountoin, open courtyord, and two exquisite dining rooms. After hoving 
your hands woshed at the table, lounge on sofas and portoke of the mulhcourse feost. Wotch 
the belly dancer swid oraund the room as you sip mint teo. Open for dinner 7 doys o week. Special 
luncheons moy be arranged for porties of 1 5 or more. Reservations odvised. Ask about our Golo 
New Year's Eve Party. 



FOUR SEASONS HOTEL 
LOS ANGELES AT BEVERLY HILLS 

300 South Doheny Drive, Los Angeles www.fourseasons.com/losangeles 

Gardens Restourant, Four Seosons Hotel's owordiivinning fine dining room, is located lobby level and 
has 0 private entronce accessed from tfie hotel driveway. Execufive chef Conny Andersson brings a 
sophisticated edge to Cal-Med cuisine, especially the roasted Mediterranean "Langousfines" with 
cinnamon, lamb corpoccio with goot cheese and bosil oil, poussin cooked three ways, and rock of 
kimb with cocoobeon puree. 
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THE GARDENS OF TAXCO 

1 1 1 3 North Harper Avenue, West Hollywood 323-654-1 746 

Since 1971, ttie Gordens of Taxco hos built its reputofion on consistenfly providing the best 
Mexico City-style cuisine in Los Angeles. Your unique hve-course dining experience begins 
when your menu is presented verbally, combining details about the entrees with colorful 
signature sayings such os "born in the souce" and "not hot, spicy." The understated decor 
ond festive atmosphere will transport you to a fine home in Mexico City. 



IL CIELO 

9018 Burton Woy, Beverly Hills, (310) 276-9990 www.ilclelo.com 

The "most romantic restaurant in Los Angeles" says Los Angeles magazine. Surrounded by lush 
landscaping with open sky overheod, guests con enjoy courtyard dining under the stars or indooR 
by the fireploce. Specialties include whole striped sec boss, stuffed with fresh herbs; homemode 
ravioli with roasted eggplont and goat cheese; ond rose petal aeme bruise. With the appearance 
of 0 private home in Sorrento, II Cielo specializes in country weddings ond private parties. Steps 
away from the Four Seosons Hotel. All major credit cords. Volet parking. Lunch: Mon-Sot. horn 
1 l:30om to 3pm. Dinner: Mon-Sot from 5:30pm to 1 1pm. 




KABUKI 

Cerritos 562-467-8003, Hollywood 323-464-6003, Hughes Center 310-641-5524, 
Pasodeno 626-351 -8963, Woodland Hills 81 8-704-8700 www.kobukirestauranh.com 
KABUKI is an owordiwinning Japonese Restaurant known by mony os the "Best Sushi in Town" 
since 1 980. An exquisite interior features on extensive sushi bor, Ml bor, and specious seating in a 
contemporary atmosphere. Start your meal with o delicious appetizer such as Ginger Shrimp, Tuna 
Torture, Salmon Carpoccio, Catamori Stuffed Eggplant, or any of our fabulous salads. Come visit us 
at our newest Hollywood locution I 



THE LOBSTER 

1602 Ocean Avenue, Santo Monica 310-458-9294 www.thelobster.com 

Find yourself swept awoy by the I SCWegree breothtoking vievK of ttie Pacific Oceon while feasting 
on one of many tontalizing seafood d'shes, including our wodrHomous whole live Moine lobster. Since 
1 923, The Lobster hos become n tradition possed from generation to generation. Come folbw the 
trodition. Soak in fresh coastal breezes, viitness spectaculor sunsets, ond enjoy the delectoble seofood 
creotwns of chef Allyson Thurber. Lunch and dinner. 7 days a week. 




MADEO RISTORANTE 

BB97 Beverly Boulevard, Los Angeles 31 0-859-4903 

Se siefe o "Forte dei Mormi" di sicuro dovete ondore al Madai e se siete qui o Los Angeles, 
perche' non venite o trovorcl. Serviomo il pronzo dol lunedi ol venerdi Dolle 1 2pm olle 3pm e 
la cena tutte le Sere dolle 6pm olle 1 1pm. Fro I nostri piotti troverete il risotto ai porcini, gli 
spoghetti olio bottarga, lo horentino olio griglio gli scampi al forno. A presto e boon appetite. 



MARIA'S ITALIAN KITCHEN 

1 0761 Pko Boulevard, West Los Angeles 31 0-441 -3663 www.mariasitalionkitchen.com 
Moria's Italian Kitchen is the place to go for great food in o frjn ond friendly setting. Whether you 
wont u romontic dinner for two, o greot meal with good friends, or o ftimity offoir, Mono's hos something 
everyone will enjoy - like our cbssic Italnn postos ond pizzas, or our new sabds and seofrxxi. For lunch, 
dinner, or just drinb and dessert, you're going to love Mono's! Tokeout and catering ore available. 
Sun.-Thurs., 1 1 :30 o.m.- -1 0 p.m.; Fri.-Sat., 1 1 :30 a.m. -1 1 p.m. 
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MICHELIA NOUVELLE 
VIETNAMESE BISTRO 

8738 West 3rd Street, Los Angeles 31 0-276-8288 

A small but exquisite restourant, Michelia speciolizes in nouvelle Vietnamese cuisine, 
combining the flavors of Asio with o classical elegance, lagat Sumy colled it "o lovely, 
serene, neighborhood spot with reasonably priced, artfully presented, omazingiy tasty 
dishes." According to food critic Joy Weston, "Michelia is o stunning, smort, and utterly 
delightful addition to our restaurant scene." Mon.-Fri., 1 1 :30 Q.m.-3 p.m.; Mon.- 
Thurs., 5:30-10 p.m.; Fri.-Sot., 5:30-10:30 p.m. 



MIX RESTAURANT 

1 1 14 N. Crescent Heights Blvd.,West Hollywood 323-650-4649 

"...Where Cop Ferrat meets Cope Cod meets Copri." Doily Candy.com 

Oil la cuisine est sublime, La Where the food is great. Dove la cucina e buonissima. La vito 
vie est belle Et, les gens Life is good And, people i dolce E, la gente i (oncora) 
sent (toujours) chics. are chic (still). chic.and cotoplona is Portugese... 

Lunch, Tu-F, 1 la.m.-3p.m. Dinner, Tu-Sot, 6p.m.-la.m. Sunday Brunch, llo.m.-3:30 p.m. 




I HE MUSSO & FRANK GRILL 

6667 Hollywood Boulevard, Hollywood 323-467-7788 323-467-5123 

The oldest restaurant in Hollywood since 1919. It's the kind of place people rehirn to ogain and 
again for die comfortoble ambience, super!) service, and consistently excellent food that they have 
been taming out for more than 85 years, along widi the martini agoinst which oil others must be 
judged. Pure Roymond Chondler! If you hoven't been to Musso's, you hoven't been to Hollywood. 



IS 




NOE RESTAURANT & BAR 

251 S. Olive Street, Los Angeles 21 3-356-41 00 www.omnllosangeles.com 

Locoted downtown in the luxurious Omni Los Angebs Hotel, chef Robert Gadsby's Noe offers destinotion 
diners progressive American cuisine widi gende touches of Joponese oesthetic. From its welcoming 
interior design to the beautiful outdoor patio overlooking Califomio PIozq, Noe bos been designed to leave 
lasting impressions. As the Fronk Gehry-designed Walt Disney Concert Hall focuses woddwide Attention 
on Downtown Los Angeles, Noe is poised to elevate the culinary landscape of this leinvigoraled area. 



NAPA VALLEY GRILLE 

Westwood Center, 1 1 00 Glendon Avenue, Los Angeles 310-824-3322 

Enjoy wine country cuisine in an atmosphere thot evokes Ihe visual bounty and romantic heritoge of the 
Napa Valley. Wth o collection of more thon 400 premium Colifomio wines, ot least 40 served by Ihe gkiss, 
this restaurant is on ideol pkice for wine enthusiasts. The seasonal menu offerings include o vest selection 
of ortison cheeses, vineyard tapes, ahi ceviche, and shaved boby artichoke sakrd. Prime steaks, poached 
wild boss, and bender-mustord chicken can be hod, as well as farmer's market fresh fruits and vegetables. 
The housefflode desserts include a peach shortcake and vanillotioney panno cotto. Patio dining, volet 
portiing, banquet facilities, and off-sitB catering ovoibble. Open for lunch, dinner, ond Sunday bnxich. 




4^ 

• • • ^ 



OASIS 

61 1 North La Brea Avenue, Los Angeles 323-939-8900 

Oasis tokes its visuol and culinary inspiration from "The Thousand and One Nights" ond was 
eloquendy described as a "psychedelic riff on the ideo of Morocco" (S. Irene Virbila, Los Angeles 
Times). The menu is Meditermneon ond Moorish in inspiration. The wine list is eclectic and 
influenced by the "old wodd". Seating options include: outdoor patio, Topos bor and lounge and 
dining room. The Vault and Cobra Room are private and con be reserved upon request. Mon-Sot. 
from 6pm to midnight. 
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OLIVA TRATTORIA 

4449 Van Nuys Boulevard, Sherman Ooks 818-789-4490 www.olivarestaurant.tom 
A cozy neighborhood Italian trattoria witti outtientic itolian food. Worm atmosphere, friendly staff, 
reosonobly priced heoltfiy food. Must try: Burroto: creomy mozzorello, peor gorgonzoio with wolnut 
solod, pasta with Maine lobster, egg fettuccini with mixed wild mushrooms, cioppino, bronzino: 
Mediterranean Seo Boss, N.Y. steok "Togliato" with orrugulo ond shaved pormeson cheese, ricotta 
cheesecake. Open Monday ■ Friday; lunch. Open 7 nights; dinner. 



PANE FRESCO 

1 3050 Son Vicente Boulevard, los Angeles 310-587-0772 

This quoint restaurant in the heart of Brentwood is a fresh altemotive to traditionol Italian cuisine. 
Pone Fresco offers a voriety of dishes, including the homemode ponini, white chocolate chip 
pancakes, and specialized postos. Pane's outdoor heoted pofios, aided by live music on Friday 
and Saturday nights, gives this restaurant its eclectic charm. Thot combined with the chef's 
evening specials assures sheer indulgence. The patios olso offer the perfect ambience for private 
porties. Breakfast, lunch, and dinner daily, with takeout, delivery, and catering. 




PATTY'S PIZZA TAKE AND BAKE 
625 Montono Avenue Suite D, Santa Monica 310-576-661 6 
Experience the best in take and bake gourmet pizzas! Homemade dough and souces, plus over 30 
toppings offers you one of the best pizzos you've ever experienced. Rated one of the Top Pizza 
Restaurants in U.S.A., Merril Shindler, AM i./)-Best Pizza Dough in LA. So don't forget to coll oheod 
ond we'll hove yout order reody and VKoiting. Won Chef's Taste Avwird for 1 999 and 2004. 



QUALITY 
8030 W/est 3rd Street, Los Angeles 323-658-5959 

Quality food & beverage restouiont proudly celebrates its 1 Ofh anniversary in LA. this yeor. Quolity 
is D breokfost, lunch, and brunch ploce, that continues to be o favorite hangout for locols, artists, 
and business execs. It satisfies the American obsession for great beolthy dishes by ollowing flavors 
to speak for themselves. Try com beef hash, crob benedict, cholah French toast, or curried chicken 
solod and worm salmon and asporogus mushroom solod. Breokfost ond lunch served oil doy every 
day, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Reservations not required. 




IIS 




TESORO TRATTORIA 

300 South Grand Avenue, Los Angeles 21 3-680-0000 www.tesorolrattona.com 
Aworded Best Itolian Restaurant 1 998-2000 and Best Service 1 999 by Downtown News. "Perfect 
for an intimate meol or business luncheon," Zagot 2003, Tesoio Trottorio prepares the finest in Tuscan 
cuisine. Start off a truly memorable evening with a selection fram our owordwinning wine list and 
complete it with one of our sumptuous desserts. Located in the beautiful spiral water court adjacent 
to the Museum of Contemporary Art. Volet or self-poiking. Complimentary poricing ond shuttle to and 
from the Music Center. Mon.-Fri., 1 1 a.m.-lO p.m.; Sot., 5-10 p.m. 



't' TEA & WINE 
870 Huntley Drive, West Hollywood 
(On Santo Monica Boulevard, o little west of La Cienega Boulevord) 
31 0-652-01 50 www.teaondwine.com 

A hip ond cozy otmospheie. t serves high tea with light, healthy items. Our English-style high feo 
includes finger sondwiches, scones, ond pastries. For those who ore looking for a wholesome meal, 
t's lunch and dinner menu includes o selection of salads ond a variety of hot dishes. For the sowy 
wine drinkoR, fs extensive vflne list offers imported orgonic wine from Europe ond the finest cheeses 
in town. Open doily from 10 a.m. to midnight. 
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1 800 ACS. 2345 / www.cancer.org 
Hope.Progress.Answers. 




We, the volunleers and stuff of tile American Cancer Society, are in the business of saving lifes. 
We are motivated both by the endiirinii promise of a cancer-free world and the persistent 
tragedy of lives interrupted and lost to the disease. 

On the occasion of the 20th Anniversary of California Spirit, our annual gourmet gala, a 
special thank you to the Committee and those who have worked diligently for the past tivii 
decades to raise funds to support the mission of the Society. 



WOLFGANG PUCK 
SHERRY LANSING 



BARBARA LAZAROFF 



CO-CHAIRS 
DONANNE KASIKCI 



SUSAN WALERSTEIN 



"SPIRIT OF LIFE" AWARDEE 
JOHN BATTER 

VP & Group General Manager, Electronic Arts 



PARTICIPATING WINERIES 

BONNY DOON VINEYARD, Santa Cruz, CA 

FERRARI-CARANO, Healdsburg, CA 

JUSTIN WINERY. Paso Robles. CA 

LANDMARK WINERY, Kenwood, CA 

NIEBAUM-COPPOLA, Rutherford, CA 

PATTERNO WINES INTERNATIONAL 

PETER FRANUS, Napa, CA 

PRESIDIO WINERY, Lompoc, CA 

QUPE WINE CELLARS, Santa Maria, CA 

ROSENTHAL, The Malibu Estate, Malibu, CA 

SOLOROSA, Sonoma County, CA 

TESTAROSSA VINEYARDS, Los Gatos, CA 



PARTICIPATING CHEFS 

GINO ANGELINI 
Angelini Osteria 

BILL BRACKEN 

The Belvedere at The Peninsula peverly Hills 

ALAIN GIRAUD 
Bastide 

LUIS DIAZ 
Chinois on Main 

JENNIFER NAYLOR ^ 
Granita \ . 

JOSIE LE BALCH 

Josie y 

SUZANNE COIN / 
Lucques / / 

NOBU MATSUHISA / / 

Matsuhisa / / 

JOSIAH CITRIN / / 

Melisse / / 

LEE HEFTER / / 

SHERRY YARD / / 

THOMAS BOYCE / / 

Spago / 

MATT BENCIVENGA j 
Vert I 
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CREDIT UNIONS: 

THE BEST CHOICE IN FINANCIAL SERVICES 




ETWORK 

19,000 Surcharge- 
Free Credit Union 
ATMs Nationwide 

nuVision Financ^l 

A Strong Consumer 
Advocate that Helps 
Members Achieve Personal 
and Financial Goals 

Telesis Community 
Credit Union 

Serves Members wWh Their 
Personal AND Business 
Financial Needs 



Los Angeles Firemen^s 
Credit Union 

Offers Exclusive Member 
! Benefits for Professional 
Firefighti 





A M E R I- C A S 

REDIT UNK 
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f you refuse to pay 'VetaiT' when you shop- 
why would you pay 'VetaiT' when you bank? 

Low cost loans, high yield savings, and quality services like coast-to -coast sur- 
charge-free ATM access are available to you at a credit union. 

BY KRISTIN WITZENBURG 



THE FATHER OF THE CREDIT UNION 
MOVEMENT EDWARD A. FILENE 
WAS A PIONEER IN CREATING 
"Bests" that have shaped our commerce 
and community today. He invented dis- 
count retail shopping (Filene's], He was 
an ingenious businessmen that began 
profit-sharing plans for his employees, es- 
tablished minimum wages for female work- 
ers, and advocoted a five-day, 4C)-hour 
work week - all in the early 20th century, 
well before these concepts were common. 



He was one of the founders of the U.S. 
chamber of Commerce. Filene poured 
over a million dollars of his own money 
into the creation of the credit union move- 
ment. By 1925, 15 states had passed 
credit union laws; 419 credit unions were 
serving 108,000 members. Today, some 
67.4 million Americans are credit union 
members. Filene obviously thought that 
people with good jobs, good access to 
financial services, and a strong local busi- 
ness culture led to a healthy economy in 



which his businesses would thrive. 

The Spirit is Alive Today 
with CO-OP Network 

Credit Unions live the cooperative 
spirit with each other as well as with their 
members, and nowhere is this more evi- 
dent than with CO-OP Network - the 
national credit union ATM network. 
Owned by credit unions, COOP Network 
provides over 1 9,000 surcharge-free 
ATAAs Ground the country for the members 








Savings Account 

to get you started 



I 

Checking Account 

to go with your 
first payctieck 



Car Loans 
& Credit Cards 

to fit your adult life 



Home Loans 
& HELOCs 

to fit new or 
growing needs 



Investment Planning 
& Services 

to meet your financial goals 





For every stage in your life nuVision Financial Is here for you. Whether you're looking to finance your 
first car, a new home or looking for the perfect place for all your financial needs, nuVlsion Financial 
offers a variety of products and services designed to fit your unique situation - now and In the future. 

ASi^ tsl^ NcuA, 




nuVision 

FINANCIAL 

Federol Cred^f Un.on 

(800)444-6327 
www.nuvision.coop 
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of its credit unions. That's a larger ATM 
network than even the largest bank. 

Pull your ATM or Debit Card out of 
your wallet. If it has the COOP Network 
symbol on it, you too can take advantage 
of this network of convenience. If not, join 
a credit union today and realize a better 
way to bonk! All the credit unions in this 
special section are COOP Network mem- 



bers, and any one of them will give you 
the hometown convenience with nation- 
wide access that you wont. 

"Credit unions have been recognized 
by Wall Street Journal, Bankrate.com, and 
hundreds of other news sources as not-for- 
profit banking alternatives that offer better 
interest rates on loans and deposits than 
at many banks. COOP Network gives 



credit union members even more ATM 
convenience than the largest bank," says 
Robert Rose, CEO, COOP Network. 

Fast Growth a Result of 
Service Focus 

Credit Unions are growing so fast 
because consumers who discover the 
benefits tell their friends - and word of 
mouth is one of the biggest contributors 
to growth. 

nuVision Financial Federal 
Credit Union in Southern California, 
for example, was recently named a 
"Champion of Industry" by Pat 
Summerall Productions and featured on 
a national news network. "Our focus is 
on placing staff on the front line who are 
fully trained and licensed to meet the en- 
tire range of consumers' financial 
needs," says Kerry Lewis, Vice President 
and Chief Planning and Development 
Officer for nuVision Financial. "This is 
the best way to provide a comprehen- 
sive educational and financial package 




An Actor's 
Best Friend 

7.90:4 Visa 

same low rate for purchases 
and cash advances 




Financial Services for Union Actors 

• Coogan accounts 

• Surcharge-free ATIVI deposits 

• Free phone and online banking 

• Residual deposits 

(818) 562-3400 1 vvww.aftrasagfcu.org 



Visa ! card with added fraud protection. Carry your Visa card 
safely with our early-wamingfraud alert system and Visa's Zero 
Liability policy. 



A 



-SAG Federal Credit Union 

^jpiancial Performance to Build a Career 




Cci 
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to help members achieve their personal 

and financial goals." 

nuVision Financial members are eligi- 
ble for a complimentary consultation to re- 
view their entire financial picture and get 
their recommendations for o balanced, di- 
versified and healthy financial future. 

nuVision Financial is also a strong con- 
sumer advocate, affiliated with the 
American Consumer Council (ACC). 
Members of the ACC and nuVision 
Financial receive a quarterly newsletter: 
"The Aware Consumer," with content sup- 
plied by consumer advocate David 
Horowitz, a multiple Emmy winner for 
"FightBack!" TV and radio shows. 
Membership is widely open to anyone. 

Unique Services for Performers 

AFTRA-SAG Federal Credit 
Union serves the substantial community 
of performers in Los Angeles. Their lend- 
ing practices treat self-employed appli- 
cants no differently than those who collect 
a paycheck from one single employer. So 



all members can go through the loan ap- 
plication process with confidence. While 
they offer unique full-service products and 
services exclusively to their members, 
AFTRA-SAG FCU believes the proof is in 
their standard products such as credit 
cords: because they know members often 
need a bridge over cash flow dips, they 
charge the same incredibly low rates on 
cash advances as purchases. 

First Class, Coast to Coast 

From the tower to the cockpit to the 
gate, FAA First Federal Credit 
Union is the premier financial institution 
serving the air transportation industry. FAA 
First specializes in electronic, remote 
account access, which serves this mobile 
industry better than traditional 9 to 5 
branches. FAA First supplements its "First 
Class" online services with nearly 20,CXX) 
nationwide surcharge-free ATM and 
shared branching locations, available to 
flight crews wherever they land. "Above 
all else, we provide financial peace of 



mind to those who transport America 
safely through the skies," says Eileen 
Rivera, President/CEO. 

HELOCs Up to $500,000 

Southland Credit Union mem- 
bers always find a helpful representative, 
great rotes and excellent products. This full 
service focus is evident in Southland's cur- 
rent Summertime Dreams promotion, which 
includes a no-fee or lov^rate home equity 
line of credit with lines up to $500,000 - 
and both come with a free Southland 
checking account. Southlands free check- 
ing account isn't your run of the mill free 
checking either. It comes with a full suite of 
eServices, begins earning a ven/ attractive 
interest rote at only $750 overage balance, 
comes with two free boxes of custom 
checks every calendar year and overdraft 
protection (subject to credit approval|. 

Zero Down Home Loans 

Escalating home prices in Orange 
County have put the dream of home 




CREDIT UNION 
Bringing Your Dreams To Reality 

Build Your 

Summertime Dreams ... 



It's Your Choice! 



Low-Rate 



No-Fee 



Home Equity Line of Credit' Home Equity Line of Credit' 

• Credit Lines up to $500,000, up to 80% CLTV" 

• Credit Lines up to $250,000, up to 100% CLTV" 

• Free Southland Checking Account 



NCUA 



OwwtoK. vmm r rt met mmJ fee* wtll tpfly All new rWfcmg A«auM^ atlt h* *«nlW>l itiroupfc i'haS^iUim iiil are Mbiect to amonl 



;^ww.SoutM andC U.oig 800.426.1 917 



There's a reason our Members act this way.. 
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Actually, there are quite a few reasons! 

American First Credit Union 

We get you there'" 

We 're M community credit union for Orange County 
with 6 branches to serve you 

888/ CU-FOR-OC (283 6762) 

www.cuforoc.com 



Tustin • Mission Viejo • Orange • Placentia • La Habra • Buena Paik 
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ownership out of reach for many first- 
hme buyers. A 10% down poyment 
and closing costs for an average- 
priced home in Orange County can 
now exceed $50,000. Serving all of 
Orange County, American First 
Credit Union recognizes this chal- 
lenge and recently enhanced its Zero 
Down Home Loan program to allow 
buyers to borrow up to $600,000 
with no down payment. As a direct 
lender, American First offers highly 
competitive rates and flexible under- 
writing, including stated income loans. 
The credit union has six convenient 
Orange County branches. 

Secure Finances for Firemen 

Since 1935, Los Angeles 
Firemen's Credit Union has provided 
a secure financial environment for the 
brave men and women of California's Fire 
Departments. As one of the largest credit 
unions exclusively serving the financial 
needs of firefighters and their families, 



LAFCLJ has a proud tradition of service, 
reliability, and strength. 

With a full-range of financial products 
and services, financial strength is evident 
in a tradition of returning a portion of the 
net profits back to members in the form of 
Extraordinary Dividend Bonuses and 
Interest Refunds. LJnique in the financial in- 
dustry, these additional payouts continue 
to set Los Angeles Firemen's Credit Union 
apart as a member-owned financial insti- 
tution where member/owners share fi- 
nancially in their Credit Union's success. 

Los Angeles Firemen's Credit Union's 
strategic goal remains steadfast - to im- 
prove the financial well-being of mem- 
ber/ owners in on environment of integrity, 
safety, and soundness. 

AAembership is avoilable to California 
firefighting professionals and their families. 
To learn more about Los Angeles Firemen's 
Credit Union and to request a memt)ership 
packet, visit wvvw.bfirecu.org or call [800] 
231-1626. 



Business Services Provided 

Telesis Community Credit 
Union, a full service, not-for-profit finan- 
cial institution, serves residents and 
businesses in Ventura and Los Angeles 
Counties and the surrounding 
community. Telesis offers low or no fee 
products, services, accounts and loans 
for consumers and businesses. Services 
are designed to provide members with 
greater flexibility and financial value. 

Telesis has nine branches: Chatsworth 
(main office), Comarillo, Westlake Village, 
Simi Valley (two branches), Van Nuys, 
Canyon Country and Valencia. Telesis 
also is a member of the COOP Network, 
giving members nationwide ATM access, 
and CU Service Centers, where credit 
union members can go to participating 
credit unions to conduct transactions on 
their Telesis account(s). 

Members have turned to Telesis 
Community Credit Union for their per- 
sonal financial needs. As some member- 
owners have started their own business. 



We Keep Good Company 




Los Angeles Firemen's 

CREDIT UNION 




ShouldnH Ton 




To learn how LAFCU can benefit you or to receive a membership kit, visit us at www.lafirecu.org or call us at (800) 231-1 626. 



At the discretion of the LAFCU Board of Directors, mem- 
bers with a loan account may receive a portion of their in- 
terest paid on their loan in the form of an Interest Refurxl 
at year-end. For Extraordinary Dividend Bonuses, mem- 
bers may receive an additional dividend bonus on top of 
the dividends already earned. Interest Refunds and 
Extraordinary Dividend Bonuses are paid at year-end. 



Exclusive Membership Benefits for Full-time, 
Paid, Professional FmEncHTERS 

Savings - Loans - Mortgages - Investments - Financial Planning 
FREE Online Banking/Bill Pay - Exceptional "Fire Family"Service - anclMore\ 

And unique among financial institutions, a portion of LAFCU's net profits are returned 
to members in the form of Interest Refunds and Extraordinary Dividend Bonuses* 

Los Angeles Firemen's Credit Union 

1 520 West Colorado Boulevard, Pasadena, California 91 1 05 
(800)231-1626 • wvvw.lafirecu.org 
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they have continued to turn to Telesis for 
help in meeting their business lending 
and deposit needs. Telesis has aided 
small business owners by offering low- 
cost, financial services that are designed 
to help save money through competitive 
loon rotes and lower fees for accounts 
and services. In addition to traditional 
business banking products, Telesis also 
offers ancillary services. Business Real 
Estate loans, and is now a Preferred 
SBA lender. 




If you haven't joined o credit 
I union yet, you don't knov/ what 
[ you're missing. Use the directory 
' of credit unions here, or visit 
www.creditunions-la.com to find a 
credit union that's perfect for you! 




We meet the financial needs 
of the community 




Personal Banking Options 

♦ Free Checking Accounts 

♦ High Yield Savings Accounts 

♦ Competitive Loan Rates 

♦ Nationwide Account Access 

♦ Free Online Banking 



Business Banl<ing Options 

♦ Business Checking 

♦ Business Loans 

♦ Business Savings 

♦ Credit Card Processing 

♦ Payroll Processing 



(800) 



T^elesis 

COMMUNITY CREDIT UNION 
895-8328 ♦ www.telesiscu.com 



E-Branch 

♦ FREE Home Banking 

♦ FREE* Bill Payment Service 

♦ FREE Unlimited Bank By Phone 

♦ View Cleared Checks Online 

♦ Over 1 7,000 FREE ATM Locations*' 

•The first 25 transactions are free, $0.35 thereafter. 
"ATM access provided by the Co-Op Network. 

Chatsworth - Camarillo - Canyon Country - Simi Valley 
Valencia - Van Nuys - Westlake Village - Woodland Hills 



NCUA 



Deposits federally insured to $100,000 by the National Credit Union 
Administration, a U S Government Agency. 
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CO-OP NETWORK 



NETWORK® 
National Credit Union 
ATM Network 



PROVIDES OVER 19,000 
SURCHARGE-FREE ATMS TO MEMBERS 

of credit unions nationwide - greater ATM access 
than the largest bank! Join a Credit Union and 
Find One in Your Neighborhood. 

By sharing one ATM nelwork, credit unions give their membership simple, 
convenient access to their money. To find out if your credit union is part 
of COOP Network, just flip your ATM card and look for the COOP Network logo on the back. If your 
credit union is not a member, join one that is! Visit www.co-opnetwork.org to find all the AT/V\s in 
your area or to learn about joining one of the 1 ,700 credit unions that belong to COOP Network. 



J^A. American First 
Credit Union 

We get you there" 

American First Credit Union 

700 N. Harbor Blvd. 

La Hobra, CA 90631 
(888) CU-FOROC 
www. cuforoc. com 
We get you there! 




AFTRA-SAG Federal Credit Union 

(800) 826^946 
(outside Los Angeles) 

(8 1 8) 562-3400 
www.aftrasagfcu.0r9 
Financial performance to build a career. 



FAA firs* 

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION 

FAA First Federal Credit Union 

1 4600 Aviation Boulevard 
Hawthorne, CA 90250 
(800)421-71 1 1 
www.faafirst.org 

First Class Service to the 
Air Transportation Industry 




Los Angeles Firemen's 

CREDIT UNION 



Los Angeles Firemen's 
Credit Union 

1 520 West Colorado Boulevard 
Pasadena, California 91 105 
(800) 231-1626 
vww.lafirecu.org 

Trusted provider of premier financial 
services to our "Fire Family. " 



nuVlSllon^ 

FINANCIAL 

Federal Cfedit Union 

nuVision Financial 
Federal Credit Union 

78 1 2 Edinger Avenue 
Huntington Beach, CA 92647 
(BOO) 444-6327 
www.nuvision .coop 
Full service fivm birth to retirement. 



Southland 4^1^elesis 

CREDIT UNION CnMMIINITY HREDIT UNION 



CREDIT UNION 
Bringing Your Dr«ams To R*ality>,« 

Southland Credit Union 

10701 Los Alomitos Blvd. 
Los Alomitos, CA 90720 

(800) 426-1917 
www.SouthlandCU.org 
Bringing your dreams to reality. 



/ COMMUNITY CREDIT UNION 

Telesis Community 
Credit Union 

9 Branches in LA and 
Ventura Counties 
(800) 895-8328 
v^ww. telesiscu.com 

Serving die residents and businesses of the Ventura 
and Los Angeles communities. 
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ATMs 



slETWORK® 
mal Credit Union 
TM Network 




19,000 Surcharge-Free ATMs Across America! 

Flip your credit union ATM card. If it carries the CO-OP Network logo, 
you have access to surcharge-free ATMs throughout 
California and the nation. If you don't see the logo, join a 
CO-OP Network member credit union today. 

Visit www.co-opnetwork.org to find an ATM or credit union near you. 



YOUR INVITATION TO 



VIP TICKETS, 

PERSONAL 
CONCIERGE 

AND 

SCALE DIN I'|G. 
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LOS ANGELES CHICAGO- 
LAS VEGAS NEW ORLEANS 



THERE'S MORE GOING ON AT HOUSE OF BLUES® THAN YOU'D EXPECT! 




RESTAURANT! 

OPEN for! 



LUNCH 

AND 

DINNER 



RESERVATIONS 
323.848.5136 OR 
ON-LINE AT HOB. COM/LA 



8430 SUNSET BOULEVARD 
W. HOLLYWOOD I 323.848.5100 
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UNIVERSOUL CIRCUS: SOUL IN THE CITY TOUR 



1 



HEARTLAND: PAINTINGS BY 
BO BARTLETX 1978-2002 



THROUGH AUG. 22. Bartlett's figurative paintings are rich with 
spiritual symbolism (stemming from his early desire to become a 
preacher) and surreal cinematic tableaux (inspired by his film- 
making studies at New York University). Santa Barbara Museum 
of Art, 1130 State St, Santa Barbara, 805-963-4364. 



REIAOO'S 
DANCE 
PLANET & 
SATORI DAIKO 

AUG. 28. Rei Aoo's dance 
troupe and the Reverend 
Tom Kurai's drummers present 
the U.S. premiere of Origins, 
in which dancers undulate like 

PM cilia to the thunder of taiko 

drums and other traditional 
Japanese instruments. At 8. 
Tickets. $12-$25. Ford Amphitheater. 258O Cahuenga 
Blvd. East. Hollywood, 323-GO-i -FORD. 



OPENS AUG. 17. The only African American-owned circus-often called the "Hip Hop Big 
Top"-sports the contortionists of Twisted Sistas. the stilt walkers of Caribbean Flava, 
and the gospel music of Patrice Lovely Call for times. Tickets, $10-$29. Aug. 17-22: Pomona 
Fairplex, 1101 W. McKinley Ave., Gate 14, Pomona. Aug. 25-Sept. 6: Forum parking lot, 
3900 W. Manchester Blvd., Inglewood. Visit www.ticketmaster.com. 



BEST OF LA."" 
2004 

AUG. 11. Host Steve Edwards 
and 2,000 on the town partake 
of Los Angeles magazine's 
gourmet spread. (Proceeds 
benefit Leeza's Place and the 
Alzheimer's Association.) 7-10. 
Tickets. $100. Pacific Design 
Center. 8687 Melrose Ave., 
West Hollywood, 866-468-3399- 




RICHARD NEUTRA'S 
YDL RESEARCH HOUSE II 




6 



LADIES OF THE CAMELLIAS 

OPENS AUG. 18. In Lillian Groag's repartee-filled play, 
Paris is on the verge of burning while rival thespians 
Sarah Bernhardt and Eleonora Duse duke it out diva 
style. Call for times and prices. Colony Theater Com- 
pany, 555 N. 3rd St., Burbank. 818-558-7OOO. 
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K-BIG DISCO 
FEYER3 

AUG. 14. KC & the Sunshine 
Band, the Village People, 
Evelyn "Champagne" King, 
and the Trammps burn 
this mother of nostalgia 
shows down. At 7:30. 
Tickets, $25.50-$65. Greek 
Theater, 2700 N. Vermont 
Ave., 213-480-3232. 
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GREEN 



JULY 31. The Rev- 
erend's definitely 
good advertising for 
God. At 7:30. Tickets, 
$25.50-$70.50. Greek 
Theater, 2700 N. Ver- 
mont Ave., 213-480-3252. 




CONTINUING. Models, drawings, and 

photographs by Julius Shulman chroni- 
cle the development of Neutra's Silver Lake-based 
VDL Research House II, which was completed 
in 1966 for $8,000. A*D Museum, 8560 Sunset 
Blvd.. West Hollywood, 310-659-2445. 



THE SCHEME 
OF THINGS 

THROUGH AUG. 29. Dan Oliverio has adapted 

Jacinto Benavente's commedia dell'arte about 
two cons working a town full of self-absorbed 
marks. Nicolas Pavlos (below) stars. Call for 
times. Tickets. 
$28. El Portal 
Center for the 
Arts, 5269 
Lankershim 
Blvd.. North 
Hollywood, 
888-972-4363. 
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41ST ANNUAL 
HUCKFINN 
FISHING DERBY 



AUG. 21. Ole Miss the Pacific Ocean ain't, 
but that don't stop 21st-century Huck Finns 
and Becky Thatchers from bringing their 
rods and reels to this fishing contest. At 8. 
Admission, free. Huntington Beach Pier. 
Main St. and Pacific Coast Hwy., Huntington 
Beach, 714-536-5262. 



! 
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I GUENE DiONIS 



FINE ART AND APPRAISALS 



8906 Melrose Avenue West Hollywood 
tel 310.273.2334 



GUIDE 
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MUSIC 

JAZZ, ROCK & WORLD 

MIXED IN MEXICO Ju/y 29 and Aug. j. The Made in 
Mexico show has spaw-ned a hip scene on the Hammer 
pla2a. Pop-punk mahachi band Los Super Elegantes 
ups the ipuso quotient (July 29), and Sonido Apokalit- 
zin's DJs dig up vintage Mexican vinyl and Super 8 flicks 
(Aug. 5). At 6:}o. Admission, free. L'CI^ Hammer Museum. 
10899 Vnishire Blvd.. Westwood. 110-441-7000. 

CONCERTS IM THE VAST Jufy 29. Aug. ^. and Aug 12. 
Picnicking and dancing are heartily encouraged at these 
old-time concerts featuring Ian Whitcomb and His 
Dance Band yuly 29), the Night Bloomingjazzmen 
(Aug. 5), and the (Irazy Rhythm Hot Society Orchestra 
(Aug. 12). 6:}o-^:)0. Admission, free. Homestead Museum, 
i$4i$ E. Don Julian Rd., City of Industry, 626-968-S492. 




Bowled O 



ver 



The Hollywood BowCs summer shows are an 
LA. ritual, with or without the picnic basket 

COUNT BASIE ORCHESTRA July 26. Dianne 
Reeves, Diane Schuur, and Jon Hendricks swing 
and sing. 

AN EVENING WITH K.D. LAHG July 50-31. 
The pop-smart Rufus Wainwright and the Phil 
make Miss Chatelaine bubble over even more. 

PIANO MASTERS Aug. 4. Dave Brubeck, 
McCoy Tyner. and Ramsey Lewis take three. 

SWING! SWINCI SWINGI Aug. 6-7. Big Bad 
Voodoo Daddy, the L.A. Phil, and conductor Jeff 
Tyzik go retro. 

REGGAE NIGHT III Aug. 3. Bunny Waller the 
Skatalites. and Luciano rock steady 

TCHAIKOVSKY SPECTACULAR Aug. 13-;4. 
Fireworks punctuate the USC Marching Band 
and the Phil's iflJ2 Overture performance. 

NEW ORLEANS NIGHT Aug. 18. The Neville 
Brothers. Terence Blanchard, and the Dirty Dozen 
Brass Band bring a slice of the Crescent City. 

BERNSTEIN'S MASS Aug. 19. Martin Alsop 
conducts baritone Jubilant Sykes, the L.A. Phil, 
and the Pacific Chorale in Leonard Bernstein's 
spirited take on chant, jazz, and rock. 

WALT DISNEY: 7S YEARS Of MUSIC Aug. 
20-2}. John Mauceri conducts the Hollywood 
Bowl Orchestra in a survey of Disney hits from 
Fantasia to The Lion King. 

WORLD HIP HOP Aug. 29. Wyclef Jean, Manu 
Dibango, and DJ Z-Trip globe-trot. 

CaH for (imes and prices. 2301 N. Highland 
Ave., Hollywood, 323-850-2000. 



SANTA MONICA PIER TWILIGHT DANCE SERIES 

Ju/y 29-Aug 26. Katharine King ushers in her 20th an- 
niversary (and perhaps her last season as hands-on impre- 
sario) with the Ex-(Ientric Sound SvTitem (July 29), Jan- 
ice Ian and Richie Havens (Aug. .\ndrea Echeverri 
(Aug. 12), Billy Vera & the Beaters and Thee Midnitcrs 
(Aug. iq), and Blackalicious (Aug. 26). 7:^0-9:^0. .-idmis- 
sion. free. Santa Monica Pier. Colorado and Ocean Aves., 
Santa Monica. $10-4 ^8-8^00 . 

SKIRBALL'S SUNSET CONCERTS Ju/y zp-^u^. .26. 
The crovid loosens up viith the .\rab-Israeli Orchestra 
of Nazareth's fence-mending music (July 29), I.os lex- 
maniacs' tejano tunes (Aug. 5), Jaojoby's electronica 
(Aug. 12), Le Vent du Nord's Quebecois-flavored folk 
(Aug. 19), and Atash's Middle Eastern jazz (;\ug. 26). At 
8. Admission, five SItirball Cultural Center. 2701 .V Sepul- 
vedaBlvd . West L A , 110-440-4^00. 

HENRY MANCINI INSTITUTE SUMMER MUSIC US- 
TIVAL July it-Aug. 14. At spots all over town, students 
jam with Mark Isham at 'A Tribute to American Film 
Music" (July 31), Monica Mancini at "A Tribute to Hen- 
ry Mancini" (Aug. 7), Christian .\kBride at the "Jazz 
String Bands & Big Band Concert" C'Vug. 12), and con- 
ductor Patrice Rushen and I lank Award recipient Burt 
Bacharach at the fund-raising "Mancini Musicale" (Aug. 
14). Concerts: At 8. Admission, five. Musicale: At 8:^0. Tick- 
ets, S2o-SfO. Call iio-84$-i900. 

GRAND PERFORMANCES J(j/> }i-Aug 27. DowntovMi 
sounds ev en better with Karsh Kale & Realize's South 
Asian "massive" sound (July 31), Kelele's Congan rumba 
(Aug. 8), BajoFondo Tango Club's "clectrolatino" (Aug. 
13), the sword-swinging Citv' Contemporary Dance 
Company (Aug. 19), Cheech Marin and Los Lobos' 
Louie Perez in conversation (Aug. 24). and Quetzal's 
"Homenaje a Los Lobos" (Aug 27). Call fitr times. Admis- 
sion, five. Califomia Plata, S. Grand Ave., 2i}-687-2i$9. 

HEART Aug I. Ann and Nancy MCilson give KAIET fons 
something to live for. Opener Lisa Locb works the 
cat glasses crowd. Call fi>r time and prices. Greek Theater, 
2700 \. Vermont Ave., 2i}-48o-}2)2. 

ERIC CLAPTON Aug 2. God's devil blues are red-hot. 
Callj'or time and prices. Hollywood Bowl, 2}oi S. Higfyland 
Ave., Hollywood, 2ii-48o-}2}2. 

ALOHA LIVE 2004I Aug 8. Willie K and Amy Hana- 
iali'i lei on the mellow vibes. Call for time and prices. Greek 
Theater, 2700 N. Vermont Ave, 2iy48o-)2_i2. 

THE WHO Aug 9. The magic bus is going mobile. Call 
for time and prices. Hollywood Bowl, 2}oi N. Highland 
Ave., Hollywood, 2iy48o-}2}2. 

BOSTON Aug II. Fresh cash in the bank.' Yeah, that's 
more than a feeling. Call for time and prices. Universal 
Amphitheater Universal City, 2i)-48o-)2}2. 

NATALIE MERCHANT/j«^ //-;z. What's up, Tigerlily? 
Call for times. Tickets, S49. Ford Amphitheater, 2^80 
Cahuenga Blvd East. Hollywood, 2i)-48o-)2i2. 

THE CORRS Aug. 14. Three lasses and one bloke return 
with their tiddle-tiielcd Irish pop. At 8. Tickets. S41-S61. 
Kodak Theater, Hollywood & Highland, 6801 Hollywood 
Blvd., Hollywood, 2t}-48o-}2}2. 

CHAKA KHAN Aug 24. What she got will sure 'nuff 
do you good. At 8. Tickets. S}o-S6o. Cerritos Center 
for the Performing Arts, 12700 Center Court Dr., CerriUa, 
8oo-)oo-4}4^. 

AN EVENING WITH TONY BENNETT /lu; z;. Bennett 
warbles on the little street where old friends meet. Call 
for time and prices. Greek Theattr, 2700 N. Vermont Ave., 

2ty48o-)2}2 . 

RITES OF STRINGS Aug 28. Violinist Jcan-Luc Pont); 
guitarist Al Di Meola, and bassist StaiJey Clarke ex- 
plore the string theorv; At 8. Tickets, if f-S6o. Royce Hall 
UCLA, Vt'islwood, 2i}-48o-)2i2. 

DAVE MATTHEWS BAND Aug 2S-29. Jam, bam, thank 
you, band. Ben Harper & the Innocent Criminals open. 
At 4. Tickets, Jy. Home Depot Center, 18400 Avalon Blvd, 
Carson, 2i}-48o-}2}2. 

CLASSICAL & EXPERIMENTAL 

NINO ROTA'S THE ITALIAN STRAW HAT Aug. 6 and 
8, As the doyenne of the Music Academy of the West, 
Alanlvn I lorne puts her star students through their 
paces in the West Coast premiere of Nino Rota's play- 



Co[. , 



ftil opera. C/// for times. Tickets, S|J-5y>. lj>hero Theater, jfj 
E. Qinon PerJiJo, Suntj Barbara, 8o$-^6^-8j8j, 

SOUTHWEST CHAMBER MUSIC FESTIVAL AT THE 
HUNTINGTON: CONCERTS FOR THE CENTENNIAL 
OF CHRISTOPHER ISHERWOOD Aug. 1 4- 1 and 
28-29. J he ensemble revels in Isherwood's Berliner 
Zeitgeist bv performing selections from Kurt Weill's 
Threepenny Opera. At 7;?o. Tickets, S2S-S126. Huntington 
Ubrary, Art Collections & Botanical Gardens. ;;f / Oxford 
Rd., San Marino, 800-726-J14J. 

OPERALI A 2004 Aug 2}-28, Plicido Domingo's search 
for fresh under-thirtysomething talent culminates In 
the Idol-es(\\je "Final Cxjntest" performances. Call for 
times. Preliminary and semifrnji auditions: Admission, free. 
Walt Disney Concert Hall. 111 S. Grand Ave. Final Contest: 
S10-S90. Dorothy Chandler Pavilion, /jf N. Grand Ave. 
Call 2t}-9j2-8ooi . 



FETES & FESTS 

38TH ANNUAL SAWDUST ART FESTIVAL Continuing. 
Arts, crafts, acrobats, and munchics take root under the 
eucalyptus for the summer 10-10. Tickets, S2-S16, jjy 
Laguna Canyon Rd., iMguna Beach. 949-494-jioio. 

X GAMES X Aug j-iJ. 'Core athletes and the people who 
love them can take in extreme skateboarding, moto 
bike stunts, and in-line verts at venues around South- 
ern California. Visit ■www.espn.com. 




Ford Ward 

Across the Ca/iuenga Pass, (heres 
more alfresco action at the Ford 



PACIFICO DANCE COMPANY July 51 The 
troupe reinvents a 1930s dance hall in the pre- 
miere of its Salon Mexico. 

THIS IS BELLY DANCEt Aug. )4. A bevy 
of beautiful women (and a few good men) 
chart (with great costumes) the history 
behind the moves. 

THEY SHOOT MEXICANS. DON'T THEY? 

Aug. M and 2h In this workshop staging. About 
Productions' Theresa Chavez and Rose Portillo 
explore the encounter between early Hollywood 
and local Latinos. 

FIESTA PERU Aug. 20. INCA. the Peruvian 
Ensemble, shares the sounds of the Andes, and 
Cambalache Negro offers the African-influenced 
beat of the port cities. 

JAZZ PILGRIMAGE 2004: A TRIBUTE TO 
ALEX ACUAa Aug. 2h The Jazz on the 
Latin Side All-Stars pay tribute to Peruvian per- 
cussionist Acuna. 

Call for times and prices. 25QO Cahuenga Blvd. 
East Hollywood. ^SJ-GO-J-TOPD. 
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THE INVENTIVE DOCTOR FRANKLIN SHOW . lug - 

Amid a collection ot antique printing; prcssfs (includ- 
ing the (irasshoppcr cylinder press an<i the Linot^'pc 
Kpcsctting Machine). "Benjamin I Vanklin" holds forth 
on newspaper printing and— what else?— electricity. At 
II. Tickets. 56. Inli-mitioru/ Printing AUueum.^isTommce 
Bk'd, Carson. iio-^i^'~i66. 

64TH ANNUAL NISEI WEEK FEST . Ih^. --If Japanc&C 
and Japanese /Vmencan tlolls, s\v ords, batik, textiles, 
ikebana, bonsai, ceramics, and lea ceremonv demos fill 
the communit)' center complex. CjII for tima jiiJprices. 
Jjpiincsc American Cultural C" Community Center, 244 S. 
San I'eJro St.. 2ii-62i'-2y2^, ext. 127. 

DOG DAYS OF SUMMER Auii 12. The best-dressed 
bowsers, the waggiest tails, and rhe pups with the iun- 
niest tricks compete. ^. to-J^. AJmission. free. Fullerton 
farmers .Market. Vilshire Ave. between llarbor WvJ. anJ 
Pomona Ai<e.. Fullerton. /i4-ri^-6S4y 

CA BOOM .lug. 12-1^. Designers of all stripes converge 
on the Civic, while looky-loos head to homes Ixrlong- 
ing to the Hames family and architects such as Steven 
Kanner and Steve IChrlich. (Opening-night proceeds 
benefit Los vVngeles Conscrvanc).) Call for time.' Tiik- 
ets. Sj7.)0-5fo.5«. Santa Monica Civic . Imlitorium. /.V,-; 
.\Uin St.. SanLi Miitica. ^i'um'.caltoomteit.com. 

19TH ANNUAL LOS ANGELES AFRICAN MARKET- 
PLACE A CULTURAL FAIRE Starts . lug. 21. Knjoy 
gospel music, the Black Inventors Museum, a tennis 
tournament, a "Native American Pow Wow," a spoken- 
word festival, serious shopping, and food galore. 
10-9. Tickets. StSft. Exposition Park. .Martin l.utber 
Kingjr Blvd. between Vermont Ave. and Figueroa St., 



•WWTV. africanmarketplacc. org. 
70TH ANNUAL PAGEANT OF THE MASTERS 

I'brough . lug. 21J. Through amstr\' and hv keeping rcallv 
still, volunteers create tableaux wants. At S:io. Tickets. 
Sti-SSo, Irvine Bowl Pari, 6$o Laguna Canyon Rd., La- 
guna Beach, 8oo-487-}}78. 



THEATER, 
PERFORMANCE 
& CABARET 

OPENINGS 

THOROUGHLY MODERN MILLIE Ju/y .!--.-lu^. I. Flap- 
pers and a bouncy score (courtesy of composer Jeanine 
Tesori and lyricist Dick Scanlan) bringja/z Age pizzazz 
to this movie turned musical. Call for times. Tickets. 
$28.j$-S6y/^. Orange County PerformingArts Center, 600 
Town Center Dr. Costa Mesa. 714--40-7878. 

ON BORROV^ED TIME O/ifwJtt/y.?;. An abandoned 
boy's grandfather plans to outwit death in Paul Os- 
bom's play Call for timet. Tickets. S18-S20. Theater 40. 241 
S .MorcnoDr. liexerly Hills. }io-}64 0$}S- 

THE PRODUCERS Aug.}-22. Creator Mel Brooks 
and choreographer Susan Stroman mix kitsch with 
kicks. Call for times. Tickets. $44.2^-368.2^. Orange 
County PerformingArts Center. 600 Town Center Dr.. Cos- 
ta Mesa, J 14-740-7878. 



INTIMATE APPAREL Opens Aug f. In Lynn Nottage's 
play, an .\frican American designer assesses her life in 
K)05 New York. O// for times and prices. Mark Taper Fo- 
rum. ;if jV. Grand Ave.. 21^628-2/72. 

WATCH ON THE RHINE Opens Aug. 7. Lillian Hell- 
man's 1940 drama .ibout an anti-Nazi underground res- 
onates todav'. Call for times. Tickets. i8-S2^. \illlGeerThe- 
atricum Botanicum. 1419 N. Topanga Canyon Blvd., 
Topanga. ■iio-4$r}72}. 

SMOKE ON THE MOUNTAIN Opens Aug 12. Connie 
Ray's comedy foc uses on the values of the Sanders Fam- 
ily Singers. CmII for times and prices. Lamb's Players The- 
ater at Joan B. Kroc Theater for the PerformingArts, 684$ 
I 'nri'ersit) . Itr . San Diego. 619-4)7-0600. 

THICKER THAN WATER Opens Aug I}. Rd>' Battocchio's 
new comedy pits one Aunt Gertrude against her 
Italian family's business. Call for times and prices, 
l ong Beach Playhouse. S021 E. Anaheim St.. Long Beach, 
^12-41/4-1014. 

VINCENT IN BRIXTON OpensAug y. Nicholas Wright 
picked up the 2005 Olivier Award for Best Play for 
his drama alniut the entangled lives at the boarding- 
house where van Gogh lived. Call for times and prices. 
Pasadena Playhouse, j<) S. El Molino .-ive., Pasadena. 
626-is6-PL.lt. 

NATIONAL PASTIME Opens Aug /.f. James Reynolds 
(Days ofOurlJves) directs Brs'an Hametiaux's new play 
about the color barrier-busting moves of Jackie Robin- 
son. Call for limes. Tickets. S1--S20. Fremont Centre 'The- 
ater, woo Fremont Ave., South Pasadena, 626-441-^977. 

BRIGADOON .4ug. 17-29. Director Stuart Ross (Forever 
Plaid) maintains Agnes de Mille's original choreogra- 
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Central Avenue Jazz Festival July 3i-Aug. 1 
Call for times. Ac/mission, free. Central Ave. 
and 42nd PL 525-2S4-4452. 



10TH Anniversary Chili Cook-Off 
AND Hawaiian Festival aug. 1 

9-). Ac/f7iiss/on, free. 450 N. Qexford Dr.. 
Beverly Hills, 3'0-550-4796. 

LEGACIES: Baseball from Flatbush 
TO THE City of Angels aug. is 

At 8. Tickets. $l2-$20. Ford Amphitheater, 2580 ^ 
Cahuenga Blvd. East, Hollywood, 325-GO-J-FOPD. V<(*^ 

Mud Mania: A Celebration of Adobe aug. is 

I2:30-4.-30. Tickets, $3-$5. Pancho Los Cerriios, 
4600 Virginia Pd., Long Beach, 562-570-I755. 

4TH Annual Old West Fest: A Gathering 

of Cowgirl Culture, Music, and Poetry aug. 2s 

JMI. Tickets, $10-$60. Museum of the American West, 
•*■ 4700 Western Heritage Way, Griffith Park, 866-666-8932. 



The Susie Hansen Latin Jazz Band and the Justo Almario Quartet add 
flava to the Saturday lineup, and the Gerald Wilson Orchestra and the Ernie 
Andrews Band go straight ahead on Sunday. 




The Beverly Hills Farmers' Market adds sizzle 
to hula lessons and lei making with chili 
tastings and an "Eat the Heat " jalapeno- 
munching contest. 




Comic Elayne Boosler emcees the Baseball Reliquary's homage to the Dodger 
boys of summer. Performers Heather Woodbury and Dan Kwong, along with 
Dodger organist Nancy Bea Hefley, cover the bases, while Culture 
Clash (left) digs up the turf with an excerpt from Chavez Ravine. 



Families have the option of getting dirty in the adobe workshop or 
staying clean (yeah, right) in the soap-making class. The Witcher 
Brothers strum bluegrass tunes in the garden. 




Getty Family Festival aug. 28 

10-6. Admission, free. Getty Center. 7200 Getty Center Dr., 
West L.A.. 370-440-7300. 



Devon Dawson (who played Jessie the Yodelin' Cowgirl in 
Toy Story 2) lets out a mighty sound, and Joni Harms and Belin- 
da Gail (left) pay tribute to Dale Evans amid rope-twirling. 



The Getty courtyard's filled with Celtic and South Asian musicians and 
dancers, not to mention a giant, rather friendly papier-mache dragonfly and 
the all-important dragonfly shepherd. 
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"The Compromise" 48" x 48" 



"Bus Stop" 48 X 48 





the first lady of ebullient color presents c suite of oils; 



"mostly black & white" 



ask about 

Limited Edition Prints 




Los Angeles 



United States Olymp 



in fine colle 
archiived by the Notional Museum 

www.susanm 



I'c •Artist - 'Athens 2004 



ctions internationally 
of Women in the Arts, Washington, DC 



anders.com 



818.995.0009 



©MMIV ft?) Susan Mandefs Fine Art All Rights Reserved 

Oils i Limitoa Eaificns 



Oil on canvas - center (top) "Night at The Grove" 36" x 48" 



center (bottom) "Queen of Hearts" 36" x 48" 
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Luxurious Outside Spa Deck 
Candlelit Couple's Suite 
Zen Relaxation Room 
Niogora Waterfall Room 
Renowned Mud Bar 
Featuring the Famous DNA Facial 



SAGE FA C I A L B O D > 



Gallem 5 1 ^ 




■V 



Proudly Presents 

The Artwork Of 

Preeminent 
Sports Artist 



HOLLAND 

At 

Gailert) 5 1 ^ 

319 Wilshire Blvd. 
Santa Monica, CA 90405 

310.899.1499/877.ART.0319 

www.gallery-319.com 
infii@gallery-319.coin 
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phy tor iUan Jay Lcrncr and Frederick IxJe^^■e's rime- 
traveling love story. (Ml/for times intd prices. Freud Play- 
house, VCI^A, WestwooJ, uo-Jt2^-2ioi. 
LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS Opens Aug. i.^. Audrey II 
adds plenty of" bite to Howard Ashman and Alan 
Menken's tasty musical. Ca// for limes. Tickets, $2$-S8o. 
j-lhnunson Theater. i)$ N. Grand Ave., 2i}-628-27y2. 

CONTINUING 

HAIRSPRAY The no-longcr-so-hirsute Bruce Vilanch 
and the divine Marissa Jarct Winokur headline in this 
staging of the Tony-winning musical. Creator John Wa- 
ters, composers Marc Shaiman and Scott Wittman, and 
director Jack O'Brien are behind the bouffants. Call for 
times. Tickets. S27-S87. Pantages Theater, 62}) Hollywood 
Blvd.. Hollywood. 2i)-}6y}soo. 

IN THEIR OWN WORDS: CELEBRITV AUTOBIOG- 
RAPHIES Eugene Pack's troupe gets lots of laughs 
when it reads from the autobiographies of Destiny's 
Child, Dolly Parton, and John Travolta. Call for times. 
Tickets, SS. Room j. 14) N. Im BreaAiv.. pyjOg-^iii. 

LOBBY HERO In this comedy bv Kenneth Lonergan, 
cops and security guards tangle in the crosshairs. Call 
for times Tickets, 5io.;o-S2f. Odyssey Theater, 20$$ S. 
Sepulveda Blvd., West L.A., }io-477-20^s. 

A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM Bottom's up. C>//>r 
times. Tickets. S8-S2';. Will Geer Theatricum Botanicum. 
1419^1. Tbpam^ Canym Blz'il. Topan^. iio-4$^-iy2^. 

OLD GLOBE SUMMER SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL 
^X'il^s canon is covered with performances o( As You 
lake It, The Two Noble Kinsmen, and Antony and Cleopa- 
tra. Call for times and prices. Ijmell Davies Festival The- 
ater, Old Globe. ii6i Old Globe Way. Balboa Park. San 
Die/fa. 619-2 i-GLOBF. 

UNDER MILK WOOD Ellen Gcer directs Dylan Thom- 
as's bittersweet look at a small town's life. Call for times. 
Tickets. 5*-5jf. Will Geer Theatricum Botanicum, 1419N. 
Topanga Canyon Bhd., Topan^ )io-4^<j-)j2}. 

THE WINTER'S TALE There's intrigue in Shakespeare's 
comedy about a high-maintenance king. Call for times 
Tickets. $8-$2^. \Clll Geer Theatricum Botanicum, 1419 N. 
Topan^ Canyon Blvd., Topangi, )jo-4^$-p2}. 

CLOSING 

A LITTLE NIGHT MUSIC TZ-rou^/fi /B/v ?/. Victor Gar- 
t)cr, Judith Ivey, and 7x)e Caldwell star in the Los Ange- 
les Opera's summer programming of Stephen Sond- 
heim's classic. Susan Stroman choreographs; Scott Ellis 
directs. Call for times Tickets. S20-S90. Dorothy Chandler 
Pavilion, Hf N. Grand Ave., 2if-)6$-ifoo. 

CONTINENTAL DIVIDE Throttj^A^g 1. British playwright 
David Edgar (Nicholas Nickleby) received rave re\'iews 
from the American press in 2003 for his sprawling two- 
play cycle about a West Coast campaign. Call for times 
and prices. I^Jolla Playhouse, 2910 Lajolla Village Dr., La 
Jolla, S^8-$^o-ioio. 

COOKIN' AT THE COOKERY Through Aug 1. Marion 
J. Catfev directs his musical about singer Alberta Hun- 
ter wowing the crowds at a Cireenwich Village hot spot. 
Call for times Tickets. S28-S46. Geffen Playhouse at the 
Brentwood Theater, iijol Wilshire Blvd., Bldg. 211, Brent- 
wood, 110-208-^4^4. 

ROCKET TO THE MOON Through Aug ). Clifford 
Odets set this May-December romance in the 19305. 
Call for times Tickets. $2o~S2j.$0. Pacific Resident Theater, 
JO) Venice Blvd.. Venice. po-S22-8t92. 

DANCING AT LUGHNASA Through Aug 7. In Brian 
Friel's pby, five sisters find liberation at a pagan harvest 
festival. Call for times and prices Long Beach Playhouse, 
502/ E.Anaheim .Sr.. lj)ng Beach. ^62-494-1014. 

WHIP ITI SUGAR AND SPICE EVERYTHING NICE . . . 
Through Aug. 8. Sweet Kellianne offers a melange for 
the senses with her cooking demos, dessert recipes, and 
autobiographical yarns. Call for times Tickets, I15. 2100 
Square Feet, $6j$ San Mcente Blvd..)w-2}o-69ii. 

SLOW BOAT Through Aug. 14. Nick Starr's protagonist 
has joined the United Followers of Tsing Sure Sure, a 
cult that promotes transubstantiation. At 8. Tickets. Si;. 
Los Angeles Repertory Theater 6)60 Hollywood Blvd., Hol- 
lywood, }2}-4~o-9899. 
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Check out Los Angeles magazine's Best of LA" Winners for the Best Shopping & Services 



ACUPUNGURIST, 1999 

Dr. Dening Cai, OMD, CA 

Cai graduated from the Hubei College of 
Troditionol Chinese Medicine in Chino and hos 
been practicing in the United States for over 20 
years. Using acupuncture and herbs, she helps 
treat PMS, menopause, insomnio, back pain, 
smoking, overeating, and much more, 
Tarzana 

(818) 705-5415 




ASIAN FURNITURE, 2003 

Out of Asia 

Charge your creativity and stimulate your senses in 
this 43,000-square-foot lifestyle environment, south 
of Beverly Hills, where designers discover imports 
from antiques and contemporary furnishings from all 
over Asia to ethnographic objets d art from Africa, 
A favorite destinotion and a showcase feast for your 
eyes. Live your dramo within your space! 
W. Los Angeles 
(310) 204-5885 

BABY CLOTHES, 2002 

Lost & Found 

Hollywood s homage to what childhood should be: 
bright & playful! The colorful infan^ tosize 1 2 clothes 
will have you pining for growrmp versions. Complete 
your shopping three doors down at Lost & Found 
etcetera, featuring custom furniture, art books, clothing, 
&• unusual gifts from around the world. 
6314 Yucca Street, Hollywood 
(323)856-0921 

BALLET CLASSES, 1999 

Dance Studio No. 1 

An exceptionally qualified neighborhood Donee 
School with guidelines set by The Royal Acodemy 
of Donee. Their highly trained teachers demonstrate 
kindness, patience & show a passion for working 



with children of all ages. Ballet, Jazz and Top Donee 
classes offered year round, 
10850 Pico Boulevard, S-610, Los Angeles 
(310)446-4443 

2037 Granville Avenue, Los Angeles 
(310) 235-2193 

BMW SERVICE, 2001 

check Point Automotive 

Check Point Automotive is celebrating ten 
years of service in Los Angeles, Steve Beck and 
Chris Toppenberg invite you to bring your 
BMW to Check Point Automotive for expert 
service and repoir, 

3906 Grand View Boulevard, Los Angeles 
(310)391-9774 




BROW JOB, 2000 

Bobbe Joy Makeup Studio 

Don t go to Bobbe Joy if you want "anorexic 
eyebrows, ' The Beverly Hills makeup diva is the 
"eyebrow resuscitator, " She plucks, never waxes — 
and the results ore eyeopening. Her scented lip- 
glosses sound like a dessert menu — choeolote, 
raspberry and cappuccino. Her exceptional 
services and signature line of custom-blended 
cosmetics hove mode tons out of many celebs 
& sociolites. 

236 1/2 S. Beverly Drive, Beverly Hills 
(310) 275-3505 

CAR WASH, 1996 

Handy J 

In practically every L.A. guidebook and CIA 
field manuol you will find the champion, it 
was not possible to dethrone them. They are also 
known for the best price in town for sponge pad 
detoiling. Simply a car's best friend, try the 
Handy J Supreme. 
14311 Ventura Boulevard, Sherman Oaks 
(818)788-3011 



CHEAP FASHIONS, 2002 

Last CharKe 

Dream destinotion for "boutique" shoppers who 
appreciate intimate and personal service and love 
good deals! Up to 90% off designer labels including 
ZJeons and Dolce & Gabbono. They work directly 
with designers and consolidate from the best 
boutiques in L A, including AAodison and Trocsy Ross. 
871 2 Vlfashington Boulevard, Culver Gly 
(310) 287-2333 

DESIGNER RESALE SHOP, 1999 

The Address Boutique 

With its warm and elegantly chic interior, it's no 
wonder smart women buy their Chanel, Gucci, 
Prada, and more at this delightful boutique. 
Personalized service, bargain prices, designer 
resole and new clothing plus accessories from 
the wardrobes of the rich and famous. # 1 in resale 
for 1 7 years! 

1116 Wikhire Boulevard, Santa Monica 
(310) 394-1406 




DRY CLEANERS, 1999 

Steamer Cleaners 

High quality, unsurpassed service, environmentally 
safe dry cleoning could get spots off a leopard! 
Clotties fly across tlie neoclassical gloss building on 
roller cooster conveyors. Competitive prices, candy 
abounds, 3% school donation program. Try 
Executive Service for meticulously hand-finished 
garments touched only by managers. 
www.steamerdeaners.coni 

1 3646 Ventura Boulevard (at Woodmon), Shermon Oolcs 
(818)906-2345 

DVD RENTAL^ 2000, DVD STORE, 2002 

Laser Blazer 

Loser Blazer otters the largest selection of DVD's (sole 
or rent) in Los Angeles. All new releases are 25% 
off everyday. Visit us at www.LASERBLAZER.com to 
see the lotest new releases and the largest selection 
of used DVDs and laserdiscs anywhere. 
10587 W. Pico Boulevard, West Los Angel« 
(310) 475-4788 

FACIALS, 2001 

Verobella 

The award winning fecials at \fe('abelb hove received 
numerous editorial accolades for innovation and 
effectiveness, but many clients count on The 
Champagne Wishes (S. Caviar Creoms Facial " os 
a good luck charm for winning ond Oscar', Emmy/* 
or Grammy", Which leads us to wonder, are they 
glowing t>ecause they won, or is it the facial? 
310 N. Canon Drive, Beverly Hills 
(310) 278-4733 
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FANCY KIDS' CLOTHES, 2003 

Saturda/s Child 

For more than 30 years, a favorite destinotion 
for classic cliildren's clottiing-sizes infant tfirougfi 
1 6. We feature both domestic and European 
lines including Burberry, Petit Faune, Florence 
Eiseman, Polo, AAonkeyWeor and Anavini. Don't 
forget shoes, accessories and our famous bows 
to complete any outfit. 
2529 Mission Street, San Marino 
(626)441-8888 

ICE CREAM, 2003 

Mashti Malone's Ice Cream 

If you're looking for a unique taste with just a hint of 

the exotic, turn to Mashti Molone's in Hollywood. 

For over 20 years we hove been making such 

unique and intoxicoting flavors as Rosewater, 

Saffron, Orange Blossom ond the refreshing 

Rosewater and Basil Seed Ice. 

www.tnoshfi.toni 

1525 N. la Breo Ave, Hollywood 

(323)-874-0144 

KID'S CLASS, 2002 

Creative Space 

Finding classes that capture o child's imagination is 
challenging. We not only meet thot chollenge but 
go beyond. Three months to 1 2 years old. 
Innovative classes like Fairy Schod, Skateboard Art, 
Break Dancing, Birthday Parties, and Spectacular 
Summer Camp moke us the place to be! 
6325 Santo Monica Soolevord, Los Angeles 
323-462-4600 
www.creotivespaceusa.com 

KID'S FURNITURE, 2001 

Joseph Wahl Arts 

Joseph Wahl Arts' eclectic blend of custom made, 
hondpainted children's furniture, antiques and unique 
decorative accessories ore perfect for any child's 
room. Come in ond find something unique. Stores 
open Tues.-Sat. , 10:30 am-5: 30 pm. 
wwwJosephwohlorts.com 
5305 Toponga Canyon Boulevard, Woodland Hills 
(818) 340-9245 

2955 Hiousand Oaks Boulevord, Thousond Oaks 
(805)449 1525 

KIDS' SWIMMING LESSONS, 2003 

Family Life Aquatics 

Swim lessons for oil ages and levels. Convenient 
pool locations in Brentwood, Sonta Monica, and 
Woodland Hills. Potent and me, private, group, 
and adult lessons offered. House colls available 
for no extra charge in operating areas. Surf 
lessons and private lifeguards, too. 
www. FamilyLif eAquoticcocn 
{310)264-SWIM 

LASER EYE SURGEON, 1999 

Caster Eye Center 

A Harvord Medical School grad, Dr. Andrew 
Caster is one of the most respected LASIK 
doctors in the United States. Whether you're 
nearsighted, forsighted, or hove astigmatism, 
after a mere five painless minutes with the newest 
LASIK treatment, glasses and contact lenses con 
be just a silly old memory. 
www.taslervision.com 

9100 Wilshire Boulevard, SuHe 265E, Beverly HiUs 
(310)274-1221 



MAC REPAIR, 2000 

MacEnthusiasts 

Sawy consumers eschew those slick Apple Stores 
and get their "Moc-on" at MacEnthusiasts. 
Celebrating their tenth anniversary, MacEnthusiasts 
is the place to grab a Mini-iPod, repair thot ailing 
Ti-Book, or rent a G5 for a test-drive. 
Knowledgeable staff! Best prices in town! 
10600 W. Pico Boulevard, Los Angeles 
(310)287-2777 

MOBILE PET GROOMER, 2002 

Hollywood Grooming 

It's about Love and it's about Perfection I Those two 
words best describe this popular dog grooming 
compony who has provided excellent service for the 
post ten years. With their reliable and reputable 
services and distinguished customer satisfaction, this 
is the perfect gift idea. For your convenience gift 
certificates ore ovoiloble on the Web. 
www.gohollywoodgrooming.coni 
(310)476-3353 

PET ACCESSORIES, 2003 

Maxwell Dog 

No other store has better pet porophernolia. A 
unique boutique specializing in tun toys, comfy 
beds, cool accessories and healthy eats for dogs 
of oil breeds. Perpetual employee of the month 
Roscoe, o 100-pound chocolate lob, greets 
visitors and models the wears. WOOF! 
1 2332 Ventura Boulevard, Studio Gty 
(818) 505-8411 

PLACE FOR A KID'S PARTY, 2003 

Bob Baker Marionette Theater 

Join world famous Bob Baker Marionettes for a 
magical journey into a fantastical wonderland! Over 
1 00 of Bob Baker's exquisitely designed marionettes 
will charm you in on in-the-round performance... 
making you port of the show. Reservations required. 
1345W.1sl Street, Los Angeles 
(213)250-9995 

PLAYGROUND SETS, 2003 

Play-Well 

For over 42 years, Ploy-Well has been providing 

Californio families with backyard fun. We hove just 

about everything for your backyard including tree 

houses, playhouses, swingsets, Groundscape, 

Goalsetter Basketball Systems, dog houses and 

morel Come visit our park-like display. If you're 

going to ploy... Play Well. 

www.play-wetl.com 

686 S. Fair Oaks Avenue, Posadeno 

(800) 585-0603 

RUG CLEANER, 2002 

Thomas Rug Cleaning 

After 83 years in business, the folks at this 
estoblishment in Los Feliz hove yet to meet a 
carpet they couldn't save. Favored by top rug 
dealers and designers, Hogop Torkomian and 
his crew treat precious Persian rugs and wellborn 
antiques to an intense one-week scrub-down. 
3000 Riverside Drne, Los Angeles 
(BOO) 259-9929 




VALET, 2003 

Valet of the Dolls 

A stuntwoman, lawyer, soccer coach/mom, octors, 
singers, a mothemolician.... We ore the most 
extensively trained valet drivers in the business. 
The most GORGEOUS valets in America!! 
Speciolizing in the Greater I. A. oreo. Licensed, 
Bonded, Insured. 
www.valetofthedolls.coni 
(818) 9B2-Doll (3655) 

WALLPAPER HANGER, 1999 

Rick Wooldridge Walkovering 

Mr. Wooldridge has 20 years of experience and 
was raised in the business by his father, who 
papered Howard Hughes's Florida estate. Rick 
has delighted clients from Bel-Air to Pasadena with 
his meticulous croftsmonship. On time, on budget, 
and trustworthy, he is 0 perfectionist's perfectionist. 
818-567-2468 

WAY TO GET A NEW BODY, 1998 

Kor Health & Fitness 

Veteran personal trainer Christine Hazelton is 
still reshaping bodies at her new, hip location. 
She and her top-notch troiners focus on a functional 
approach to fitness in which core training lays the 
foundation for all Ixidy makeovers. Indoor cycling, 
yoga and pilotes makes this o one-stop^hopl 
81 5 N. Id Breo Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 
(323)933-3744 

WINE SHOP, 2002 

Wall/s Wine & Spirits 

Voted the "#1 Wine Store in L.A." by Zagat, 

Wolly's has the largest selection of high-quolity 

wines ond spirits on the West Coast, plus gift 

baskets for any occasion. We'll deliver or ship 

anywhere in the world - what you wont, where 

you wont, when you want it! 

www.wallywine.coni 

2107 Westwood Boulevard, Los Angeles 

(310)475-0606 

YOGA STUDIO, 2002 

Sacred Movement 

Max Strom ond Soul Dovid Roye hove gathered 
L.A.'s oll-stor teachers — Micheline Berry, Shiva 
Reo, Erich Schiffmann-under one serene roof in 
Venice. Class styles differ, but experience 
and soulfulness are the common threads. The 
boutique is amazing and the friendly staff makes 
you feel right at home. 
245 S. Main Street, Venice 
(310)450-7676 



Are you a BEST OF LA-oword winiMr? (oil Wondo Koininsky at (323) 801-0028 or Peri Cohen at (323) 801-0027 
to participate in this Hall of Fame showcase. 




MARKETPLACE 



WHERE LOS ANGELES SHOPS 



DON'T MISS THE BEST RESOURCE FOR.. 

SHOPPING, BEAUTY 
& PARTY THEMES 

In Our Popular Marketplace Section (See Page 251 

los angeles 

For advertising opportunities in Marketplace contact: 
Wanda Kaminsky, (323) 801-0028 
Peri Cohen, (323) 801-0027 

Deadline to participate in the next issue is August 5th 



PARIS COMMUNE Through Aug. i$. Playw-rights Steven 
Cosson and Michael Friedman add iqttKentury-style 
cabaret to their telling of Europe's first socialist revohi- 
tion. Call for times and prices. La Jolla Playhouse. 2910 La 
Jolla Village Dr., La Jolla, 80-$^o-ww. 

SHIRLEY VALENTINE Throu^Aug 21. In Willy Russell's 
comedy, new life awaits a British housewife abroad in 
Greece. Call far times and prices. LongBeach Playhouse Stu- 
dio Theater, $021 E. Anaheim St., LongBeach, $62-494-1014. 

FOREVER PLAID Through Aug. 29. Stuart Ross's musical 
features four lads and second chances. Ca/l for times and 
prices. Laguna Playhouse, 606 Laguna Canyon Rd., Laguna 
Beach, 949-497-ARTS. 



DANCE 
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RANGOLI DANCE COMPANY 7u/>'^o. In the "Love 
Lyrics" program, Malthi Iyengar's dancers tell the tales 
of Krishna the lover and King Rama the demon slaN-er. 
At ;. Call for prices Norton Simon Museum of Art, 411 W. 
Colorado Blvd., Pasadena, 626-449-6840. 

UNIVERSAL BALLET Aug. 6-S. Kirov alum Oleg 
Vinogradov and the Korea-based dance troupe uphold 
the tradition of Russian classical ballet in this staging 
of Rameoand Juliet. Call for times. Tickets, S20-S77. Kodak 
Theater, Hollywood & Highland, 6S01 Hollywood Blvd., 
Hollywood, 2i}-}6$-}$00. 

PTERO DANCE THEATER Aug ij-22. Local choreogra- 
pher Paula Present launches her new company with the 
Neil Diamond song-sung moves o( Diamond Dances and 
an exploration of the sculpture of Rodin in Where the 
Body Ends. Call for times Tickets, S10-S20. hy Substation, 
90J0 VeniceBlvd., Cu/verCily,jio-fff-jij2. 



READINGS, 
LECTURES & 
WORKSHOPS 

VIRGINIA POSTREL/luj. The d)'nami$t.com blogger, 
New Tork Times economics writer, and author of The 
Substance of Style examines today's culture of com- 
merce.^7.;jo. Call for prices. Art Center CoUegf of Design, 
1700 Lida St., Rtsadena. 626-^96-2}};. 

MEDICINAL PLANTS OF THE CHUMASH ^Ulg 7. USC 
professor of molecular pharmacology James Adams and 
Chumash healer Cecelia Garcia discuss the medicinal 
uses of local plants. At i. Tickets, S^-Sio. Museum of the 
American West, 4J00 Western Heritage Way, Griffith Park, 
)2}-66j-2ooo, ext. )$4. 

NEW SCHOOL OF COOKING Aug 7, 19, and 29. On 

the menu this month: "Summer Comfort Foods" (Aug. 
7), "Middle Eastern Meze" (Aug. 19), and "A Cavalcade 
of Cupcakes" (Aug. 29). Call for times and prices 8690 
Washington Blvd.. Culver City, ^0-842-9702. 

BUON FRESCO STU DIO COURSE /luj 10 and 17. 
Michelangelo wanna-bcs can get plastered (in a good 
way) when thev' fashion small frescoes with aged lime 
putty and ground pigments. 1-$. Registration. S4$-S6o. 
Museum Studios. Getty Center, 1200 Getty Center Dr., Wist 
LA.,)io-440-7)oo. 

BEYOND THE DA VINCI CODE Starts Aug 18. USC lec- 
turer Karen l.ansky peels the layers from Leonardo da 
Vinci's life. 7:)o-9. Tickets, S60. University of Judaism, 
If 600 Mulholland Dr., Bel-Air, jio-440-1246. 

NEW SHORT FICTION SERIES Starts Aug 18. Impre- 
sario Sally Shore and crew read "Fatso," a story by 
Leelila Strogoy the editor of the literary journal Swink. 
At 8. Tickets, Sio. Beverly Hills Public Library. 444 N. Rex- 
fordDr, Beverly Hilts. ■110-288-2220. 

RITZ COOKING CLASSES Aug 21. It doesn't matter 
how Joe Hermanofski pronounces "tomato" — his 
tomato-based dishes are all good. At to. Registration. 
ii2f. Ritz-Carlton. I luntington Hotel & Spa. 1401 S. Oak 
Knoll Ave.. Pasadena, 626-^68-^900. 

LA CACHETTE'S COOKING WITH JEAN FRANCOIS 
Aug. 28. Chef Jean Fran9ois Mcteigner goes to the 
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birds— duck, quail, and chicken, that is. 9-i2:}0. Reffi- 
tratitm. Sioo. Iai Cachette, io;o6 S. Santa Monica Blvd., 
Century City,jio-4yo-49^2. 



MUSEUMS 

OPENINGS 

ENCOUNTERS: EL NORTE: THE SPANISH AND 
MEXICAN NORTH Opens Aug. i. Holdings from the 
Southwest Museum and the Museum of the American 
West chronicle regional Spanish. Mexican, and Native 
American history. Museum of the American West, 4700 
Western Heritage Way, Griffith Park, }2}-667-2000. 

DESIGNING TV: EHHY 2004 OUTSTANDING COS- 
TUMES 4 ART DESIGN Opens Aug The creations 
of the 2004 Emmy Award nominees for costume and 
set design enjoy life outside prime time. Iloilywooti 
Entertainment Museum, J021 Hollywood Blvd., Hollywood, 
}2!-46^-7900. 

LUXURY TEXTILES EAST AND WEST: OPULENT IN- 
TERIORS Opens Aug. j. Flemish milleflcur tapestries 
from the 15th centuPi' are juxtaposed with Moghul tent 
panels from the 17th. Los Angeles County Museum of Art, 
jjiof Wilshire Blvd..}2}-8$j-6ooo. 

SALUTING VODOU SPIRITS 0/>«n^ /lu^. These or- 
nate flags from the early 1900s to the late 1980s are 
used to honor spirits during ritual activities. UCLA 
Fowler Museum of Cultural History, UCLA, Westwood, 
}io-82$-4}6i. 

THE VIRGIN OF GUADALUPE: EXALTED AND EM- 
POWERED Opens Aug. 28. Paintings by J. Michael 
Walker, folk art by Betsabee Romero, and T-shirt iron- 
ons arc included in this show that examines sacred and 
secular expressions of the icon. Fullerton Museum Center, 
}0t N. Pomona Ave., Fullerton, •14-7)8-6^4^. 



CONTINUING & CLOSING 

A<D MUSEUM Continuing. Public Works: Architectural 
Designs for the Cit\' of Ix)s Angeles. 8^60 Sunset Blvd.. 
West Hollywood, )!o-6$9-244s. 

ALYCE DE ROULET WILLIAMSON GALLERY Contin- 
uing. A Presidential Rogues Gallep.': Satirical Posters, 
i96os-Present. Art Center College of Design, ijoo Lida 
St., Pasadena, 626-}<)6-2446. 

BOWERS MUSEUM OF CULTURAL ART Continuing 
Bridges to Understanding; Tibet: Treasures from 
the Roof of the World. 2002 N. Main St., Santa Ana, 
ji4-^6j-)6oo. 

CALIFORNIA AFRICAN AMERICAN MUSEUM Con- 
tinuing. Kickin' It with Jo)*ce J. Scott. 600 State Dr, Ex- 
position Pari, 2i}-744-74f2. 

CALIFORNIA HERITAGE MUSEUM Continuing Every- 
day life in Califonua; Regional Watercolors. 1930- 1960; 
Malibu Tile. 2612 Main .St, Santa Monica, po-}<>2-8f}7. 

CALIFORNIA SCIENCE CENTER Continuing The 
Changing Face ofWomen's Health; I.VIAX films: Bugs! 
in }-D, Coral Reef Adi'enture, The Human Body, and 1^/- 
canoes of the Deep Sea. 700 State Dr. Exposition Park. Cen- 
ter: }2}-SCIENCE. lALiX. 2i)-744-T4oo. 

CHINESE AMERICAN MUSEUM Continuing Invisible: 
Angel Island; Footsteps Through Tune. 42s N. Los An- 
geles St., 2I}-626-^240. 

CRAFT AND FOLK ART MUSEUM Continuing. Mid- 
Century Mandarin: The Clay Canvases ofTynis Wong. 
$814 Wilshire Bhd..)2i-^)7-42}0. 

FREDERICK R. WEISMAN MUSEUM OF ART Closing 
Claes Oldenburg: Drawings, 1959-1977; (Uacs Olden- 
burg with Coosje van Bruggen: Drawings, 1992-1998, 
in the Whitney Museum of American Art. Pepperdine 
University, Malibu, )io-yo6-48si. 

FULLERTON MUSEUM CENTER Closing Gotta Have 
It Too: Collecting in the Internet Age. )oi N. Pomona 
Aiv., Fullerton, 7t4-7}S-6$4$. 



GETTY CENTER Closing. Photographers of C;enius.Con- 
linuing. Spirit into iMatter: The Photographs of Ed- 
mund Teskc; Pertbrming Video: The Collaboration on 
DaWdTudor's Sea Tails; The Arts of Fire: Islamic Influ- 
ences on the Italian Renaissance. 1200 Getty Center 
Dr., West L.A., 310-440-7300. 

HOLLYWOOD ENTERTAINMENT MUSEUM Closing. 
The .Making of Elvis! — 50 Years of Promotion. 702/ 
Hollywood Blvd., Hollywood. uy46^--^on. 

HUNTINGTON LIBRARY. ART COLLECTIONS C 
BOTANICAL GARDENS Closing Sugaring Off: The 
Maple Sugar Paintings of Eastman Johnson. Continuing 
Christopher Isherwood: A Writer and His World. 
OxfordRJ., San Marino. 626-40^-2100. 

JAPANESE AMERICAN NATIONAL MUSEUM Closing 
September 1 1 : Bearing Witness to History }69 E. ist St,, 
213-63S-0414. 

LAGUNA ART MUSEUM Continuing. 100 Artists See 

God. ^07 Cliff Dr, Laguna Beach, 94')-494-8g7i . 
LONG BEACH MUSEUM OF ART Closing Masters of 
Their Craft: Highlights from the Smithsonian 
American Art Museum; The .Modernist Jewelrj' of 
Claire Falkenstein. 2)00 E. Ocean Blvd., Long Beach, 
S62-419-2119. 

LOS ANGELES COUNTY MUSEUM OF ART Closing 
Inventing Race: Casta Painting and Eighteenth-Cen- 
tury Mexico. Continuing. Beyond Geometry: Experi- 
ments in Form, 1940S-1970S; nano. fjof Wilshire Blvd.. 
}2}-8$7-6ooo. 

MAK CENTER FOR ART AND ARCHITECTURE Oos- 
ing. Yves Klein: Air Architecture. SchituUer House. 8}$ N. 
Kings Rd., West Hollywood. }2}-6ii-i^io. 

MOCA AT CALIFORNIA PLAZA Closing A .Mini- 
mal Future? Art as Object, 1958-1968. 250 S. Grand Ave., 
21)626-6222. 

MOCA AT THE GEFFEN CONTEMPORARY Continu- 
ing. Rodney Graham: A Little Thought; Sign Lan- 
guage. Jf2 jV. Central Ave., 2i)-b26-6222. 
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GOURMET TEMPTATIONS 



EAT. DRINK. INDULGE. 



CULINARY 411 



V I N E C U LT U R E 




PVERIY GlEN MflRKETPlACE 

This traditional maH<etplace offers new 1 00% Kurobuta 
Berkshire Pork, Harris Ranch dry-aged prinne beef, fresh 
seofood, full-service deli, catering, a beautiful array c 
fresh-selected organic produce, a bakery, and a stunning 
wine and spirits department. The quality in Joe Rosa's snnall, 
family-owned market with a star-studded clientele is 
unmatched anywhere in L.A. Home delivery. 
2964 BeveHy Glen Grcle, Bel-Air 310-475-0829 



INTERNATIONAL MARINE PRODUCTS 

With imp's high standards, customers — wfxjiesale or not — will not be disappointed. 
Quality seofood, fresh fish, and superb marine knowledge: All ore guaranteed 
the best the sea has to offer. 
500 East 7th Street, Los Angeles 213-680-0497 



KESIDE CELLARS 

For over fifty years Fireside Cellars has offered 
on unsurpassed selection of fine wines ond spirits 
from around the world. With over 3,000 labels 
to cfioose from, an impressive selection of 
Scotch and custom-built gift baskets, Fireside 
Cellars is a true neighborhood gem. 
1421 Montana Avenue, Santa Monica 
310-393-2888 
www.firesideceliors.com 





BEAULIEU VINEYARD 

Experience the fine craftsmanship and over 1 00 
years of legendary winemaking that distinguishes 
Beaulieu Vineyard in Napa Valley and beyond. 
Visit our Testing Room daily belv/een 1 0 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Enjoy the exceptional wines and historicol legacy 
that is Beculieu Vinevord! 
1960 St. Helena Highway, Rutherford, CA 94573 
707-967-5233 



BYRON VINEYARD & WINERY 

Discover o wine insider's secret with a day trip to 
one of the world's most outstanding appellations 
for pinot noir and chordonnoy. Located one hour 
north of Santo Barbara, Santa Maria Valley is 
home to Byron - a Wine Spectator Top 1 00 
Wine and Editor's Choice Producer. Visits are by 
oppointment only 
5230 Tepusquet Road, Santa Maria 
888-303-7288 



To participate in Gourmet Temptatiom. call Judy Oppenheiitier at (650) 3^7-3318 
for Vine Culture, and Shannon Stein at (323) 801-0018 for Culinary 4J] 
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Gaiden Conoerts for 
Kids at the Getty 

Sharon Kat2 & the Peace 
Train (August 14 & 15) and 
Trout Fishing in America 
(August 21 & 22); 4 pm. 
Free. No reservations 
required. Parking $5. 
(310)440-7300 
www.getty.edu 



$1 Billion California Project 

Rick Caruso, founder and CEO of Caruso Affiliated, the 
company who brought us the prestigious Grove 
Shopping Center at The Farmer's Market, announced a 
project that will reinvent the retail and residential 
experience in Northern and Southern California. The $1 
billion project, includes six new retail destinations 
throughout California, including the first-ever racetrack 
retail, entertainment and housing venues at Santa Anita 
Park in Arcadia and in Golden Gate Fields in Albany 
(323) 900-81 (X) www.carusoaffiliated.com 



Single Stone 

When that special occasion calls for 
something memorable, Single Stone 
provides original vintage jewelry, a large engagement ring 
selection, and loose cut diamonds. Custom design and 
restoration service available. Please call for an appointment. 

(213)892-0772 www.singlestone.com 







Pueblo Bonito Sunset Beach, Cabo San Lucas, Mexico 

Sheltered on a secluded Cabo San Lucas hillside overlooking the Pacific, Pueblo 
Bonito Sunset Beach artfully blends relaxed elegance and gracious hospitality 
with spectacular ocean views and gourmet dining. Visit our website for special 
promotions and exciting packages. 
(866) 403-2707 www.pueblobonito.com 





Sony Pictures Studios 

Looking for a little Hollywood glamour and excitement for your next event? Make your 
next party or special event an affair to remember by holding it on the Sony Pictures 
Studios lot. Our full service catering and event support staff work with you every step 
of the way. Outdoor and indoor venues - no event is too small or too large. 

(310) 244-2291 www.sonypicturesstudios.com/events 



Grand Opening 

The Container Store opens in Pasadena August 14 (Fair Oaks and Union). 
Experience more than 10,(XX) products designed to save space and time! Ten 
percent of opening weekend sales will benefit the Armory Center for the Arts. 
wvw.containerstore.com 
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Summer Night of Style 

Los Angeles magazine and GUESS co-hosted 
a night under the palms on May 18th 
celebrating the June Summer Style issue at 
the Viceroy hotel, Santa Monica. Guests 
mingled poolside while sipping on the newly 
launched Sophia Mini champagne and 
customized cocktails by Wyborowa Vodka 
and Chivas Regal. DJ Big Dave added to the 
mix spinning breakbeat electro house. 
(310)260-7500 

The Viceroy Hotel, Santa Monica 




23rd Street Jewelers 

Honoring double anniversaries, the 23rd 
Street Jewelers has unveiled their exclusive 
colored diamond and gemstone collection. 
Highlighting both rose gold and platinum 
in highly refined timeless designs. Rose cut 
diamonds embellished by micro-set 
colorless and pink diamonds, a fresh look 
for a vintage classic. 
Santa Monica (310) 828-0833 
Manhattan Beach (310) 374-9923 



MOCA AT THE PACIFIC DESIGN CENTER Continuing 
Ronan and Erwan Bouroullec. 86S7 Me/rose Ave., W^jf 

Ho/hn'Ood, 2l)-626-6222. 

MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN WEST Closing. George 
Catlin and His Indian Galler,'. Continuing. George 
Caclin and His Cartoon Collection. 4J00 Western Her- 
itage Way. Griffith Park, 32}-66j-2ooo. 

MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART (DOWNTOWN) 
Continuing. Chicano N'ow: American Expressions, toot 
KettnerBlvd., San Diego. S$8-4S4-}S4t. 

MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART (LA JOLLA) 
Continuing. Chicano Visions: American Painters on the 
Verge. 700 Prospect St., La Jo/la, 8$8-4$4-}$4i . 

MUSEUM OF JURASSIC TECHNOLOGY Continuing 
Miracles and Disasters in Renaissance and Baroque 
Theater Machines; Rotten Luck: An Exhibit of Failing 
Dice from the Collections of Ricky Jay. 9j4i Venice 
Blvd.. Culi'erCity,}io-8}6-6i}i. 

MUSEUM OF LATIN AMERICAN ART Continuing Cesar 
Menendez: Cazador de Fantasi'as/l lunter of Fantasies; 
Latin American /Vrtists: A Contemporar\'Journev. 628 
Alamitos Ave., IjmgBeach, ^62-4^-1689. 

MUSEUM OF NEON ART Continuing EvoK-ing Light; 
Prayers. Iconograph\' of Economy. >fj/ W. Olympic Blvd., 
21^-489-9918. 

MUSEUM OF PHOTOGRAPHIC ARTS Closing Wan- 
derers. Travelers, and Adventurers: Images of Explo- 
ration; Another America: Robert ^X'eingarten's Testi- 
monial to the Amish. 1649 El Prado, Balboa Park, San 
Diego, 619-2)8-7^^9. 

MUSEUM OF TOLERANCE Continuing. Finding Our Fami- 
lies. Finding Ourselves. 97^6 W.' Pico Blvd..)io-$';}-9o)6. 

NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM Continuing L.A: light/ 
motion/dreams. 900 Exposition Blvd., 2iy;6yDIN0. 

NORTON SIMON MUSEUM OF ART ClosingTYie Mag- 
ical Worlds of Yncz Johnston; Painted Poems: Rajput 
Paintings from the Ramesh and L'rmil Kapoor Collec- 
tion. Continuing. Chinese Art. 411 tt*' Colorado Blvd., 
Pasadena. 626-449-6840. 

PACIFIC ASIA MUSEUM Continuing Depicting the 
Royal and Divine: Indian Paintings and Sculptures 
from the Pacific Asia Maseum Collection; The Occu- 
pation of Showa Japan in Pictures: The Wood- 
blocks of Wada Sanzo. 46 N. RoUtsAve., Pasadena, 
626-449-2'42. 

PALM SPRINGS DESERT MUSEUM Closing European 
Master Painters. Continuing. Best of the West. loi Mu- 
seum Dr, Palm Springs, ■;6o-}2$-7i86. 

PASADENA MUSEUM OF CALIFORNIA ART Continu- 
ing. Topographies; Kenny Scharf: California Grown. 
490 E. Union St., Pasadena. 626-^68-^66;. 

PASADENA MUSEUM OF HISTORY Closing Wheels 
of Change. 470 U'.' W'almit St.. Pasadena, 626-^77-1660. 

PETERSEN AUTOMOTIVE MUSEUM Continuing 
French Curves: The Automobile as Sculpture. 6060 
Wilshire Blvd,)2y9}o-CARS. 

SAN DIECO MUSEUM OF ART Continuing American 
Beauty: Painting and Sculpture from the Detroit Insti- 
tute of Arts, 1770-1920; Saint Peter and the Vatican: 
Legacy of the Popes. i4$o El Prado, Balboa Park, San 
Diego, 6t9-2i2-~9)i. 

SANTA BARBARA MUSEUM OF ART Continuing Art 
of the Americas: Latin America and the United States, 
1800 to Now!; Heartland: Paintings by Bo Bartlett, 
1978-2002. 11)0 State St.. Santa Barbara, 8o$-96y4}64. 

SANTA MONICA MUSEUM OF ART Closing Ant Farm, 
1968-1978; Alex Slade: Vacant Ixjt. 2525 Michigan Ave,, 
Santa Monica, )io-$86-6488. 

SKIRBALL CULTURAL CENTER Continuing Traveling 
the Holy Land Through the Stereoscope. 2701 jV Sepul- 
veda Blvd.. West E.A.. )to-44o-4;oo. 

UCLA FOWLER MUSEUM OF CULTURAL HISTORY 
Closing Through My Father's Eyes: The Filipino ^Vmer- 
ican Photographs by Ricardo Ocreto Alvarado. UCLA, 
Watu'ood, )io-82y4)6i . 

UCLA HAMMER MUSEUM Closing The Chinese Look- 
ing Glass: Daumier's Voyages in a Foreign I jnd. Con- 
tinuing. iVlade in Mexico. 10899 Wilshire Blvd., West- 
wood. )io-44)-'ooo. 

UCR/CALIFORNIA MUSEUM OF PHOTOGRAPHY 
Closing. Dog Davs of Summer. UC Riverside, 909- 
787-4787. 




WE'VE GOT QUESTIONS. 
THEVVE GOT ANSWERS 



Wood 

Ronnie Wood's 
got a triple-head- 
er in L.A. this 
summer. The 
musician-artist 
is exhibiting 
his most recent 
paintings at 
Gallery 319 (and will be on hand for 
the "Collectors' Show"), Rhino 
Records just released the Pacas: 
Pive Guys Walk into a Bar box set, 
and he joins former bandmate 
Rod Stewart to go around the plynth 
at the Hollywood Bowl. 

When was the last time you per- 
formed with Rod Stewart? We blew 
the roof off Madison Square Garden 
in February. 

What is your favorite museum to 
muse in? The Prado in Spain. 

You wanted to be a set design 
painter when you were younger. Is 
there a movie you wished you had 
worked on? Dances with Wolves. 

Do you have moments, people, or 
places you like to capture when 
you're sketching on tour? Yeah, I 
like to capture the boys when we 
are working in the control room and 
lots of the people that come by my 
hotel room. 

The tension in Mick and Keith's re- 
lationship adds to their creativity 
as the Glimmer Twins. As a solitary 
painter, where do you find your 
creative tension? Between Mick 
and Keith. 

What's the one thing you always 
said you'd never do but did? Never 
back all the horses in one race, which 
I did recently at Royal Ascot— all bare 
one, which ended up winning the race! 

EXHIBIT: Opens Aug. 21. Collectors' Show. Aug. 
28. Callery }19. 319 Wilshire Blvd.. Santa Moni- 
ca, J)0-899-U99. C O N C E B T: Aug. 30. At 8. Call 
for prices. Hollywood Bow/, 230I N. Highland Ave, 
Hollywood. 215-480-5252. 
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UNIVERSITV ART HUSEUH (CAL STATS LONG 
BEACH) Closing. Hannclore Baron: Works from 1969 
to 1987. Cal State Long Beach, f62-9#f-)76/. 

UNIVERSITV ART MUSEUM (UC SANTA BARBARA) 

Continuing Wonderlands: Theme Parks. Fairs, and Ur- 
ban Visions from the Smith and Williams Architectural 
Archives. UC Santa Barbara, 8o$-S9)-29$i. 



FILM, TV & VIDEO 

LOOKI UP AT THE SCREGNI IT'S SUPERHEROES 
ON TELEVISION Continuing. Episodes from Underdog. 
Mighty Mouse, ElectraWoman and DynaGirl, Bujfy the 
Vampire Slayer, and The New. Original Wonder Woman 
add pow to the programming. Call for times. Admission, 
free. Museum of Television Radio. 46$ S. Beverly Dr. 
Beverly Hills. }io-786-iooo. 

OUTDOOR PICTURE SHOW Ju/y zS. Aug 4, and Aug 
//. This family-friendly venue screens 5foo^'-Doo (July 
28). The Mummy (Aug. 4), and School of Rock (Aug. 11). 
At 7. Admission, free Media City Center, /-j and Burhank 
Blvd., Burbank. '818-^66-8617. 

100 VEARS . . . 100 MOVIES Ju/y 28-Aug 2^. The 
'AFI <i ArcLight" series screens Raiders of the Lost Ark 
(July 28), Guess Who's Coming to Dinner (Aug. 4), .'(// 
About Eve (Aug. u). 2001: A Space Odyssey (Aug. 18), and 
Mr Smith Goes to Washington (Aug. 25). At 8. Tickets. 
5/o-S//. ArcLi^t Cinemas. 6}6o Sunset Blvd.. Hollywood. 
}2}-464-4226. 

HOLLVWOOD-S MASTER STORYTELLERS: ROBO- 

COP July 29. Actor Peter Weller's in the house gi^■ing 
tips on how to add the human touch to cyborgs. At 7.J0. 
Tickets. Sio-Sii. ArcLight Cinemas. 6)60 Sunset Blvd.. 
Hollywood. i2 )-464-4226. 
6TH ANNUAL REEL BLACK COWBOY FILM • 
WESTERN FESTIVAL Jk/v J/. The Western States 
Black Research & Educational Center honors Herb 
"the Bronze Buckaroo" Jeffries with a film fcst. poetn.' 
reading, and gala all in one day. Call for time and prices. 
Museum of the American West. 4700 Western Heritage Way. 
Griffith Park. )2 }-2$2-}96j. 



NEW VENUE 



AMERICAN POP Through Aug. /. The museum rocks to 
tunes originally broadcast on shows like Tour Hit Pa- 
rade and channels like MT\' when— hcl-/o — the M 
stood for "music." Call for times Admission, free. Aiuseum 
of Television Radio, 46^ N. Beverly Dr. Beverly Hills, 
U0-786-1000. 

GREAT TO BE NOMINATED, PART OHi Aug. 2,9, 
and 16. The academy's sequel to its "Facets of the Dia- 
mond: 7; Years of Best Picture Winners" series honors 
some of the runners-up: A Star Is Bom (Aug. 2), Alexan- 
der's Ragtime Band (Aug. 9), and Mr Smith Goes to Wash- 
ington (Aug. 16). At 7:)o. Tickets, S}-Ss. Academy of Mo- 
tion Picture Arts and Sciences. 8949 Wilshire Blvd., Beverly 
Hills, }io-247-}ooo, ext. iii. 

7 DUDLEY CINEMA /luj. ,f W/j. Jets, sharks, anda 
girl named Maria populate West Side Story (Aug. 4), and 
Frank Zappa compatriot-<lay animator Bruce Bickfbrd 
gets the bio treatment in Monster Road (Aug. 18). Al 8. 
Admission, free. Sponto Gallery, 7 Dudley Ave., Venice, 
■lio-)o6-T})0. 

5TH ANNUAL FESTIVAL OF FANTASY. HORROR « 
SCIENCE Aug. The American Cinematheque 
opens the test with a new 35mm print of Repo Man, ac- 
tress Caroline Munro (The Spy Who Loved Me) works 
the crowd during the opening weekend, and the Buck 
Rogers in the 2$th Century cast and crew gather for a 
25th-annivcrsary screening. Call for times. Tickets, S6-S9. 
Egyptian Theater, 6712 Hollywood Blvd. , Hollywood, 
)2}-466-FILM. 

HAMMER SCREENINGS: MEXICAN FILMS Aug 6and 
I}. The Made in Mexico exhibit adds another layer to 
the usually music-filled Hammer Plaza: screenings o\T 
Tu Mama Tambien (Aug. 6) and El Lugar Sin Limites 
(Aug. I?,). At 8. j'idmission.Jree. UCLA Hammer Museum. 
10899 VC^lshire Blvd.. Westwood. jtio-44^-7000. 

FILMS AT SKIRBALL Aug 10 and 21. As part of the 
"Classic Films" program, Cary Grant shines in The Thir- 
ty Day Princess (Aug. 10), and then for something com- 
pletely different, flamenco choreographer Antonio 
Gades and director Carlos Saura present their Oscar- 
nominated Carmen (Aug. 21). Call for times. Admission, 
free. Skirball Cultural Center, 2701 N. Sepulveda Blvd., 
West LA.,}io-440-4$oo. 



M 



useum-in 




The Orange County Museum of Art has transformed its South Coast Plaza satellite into the 
Orange Lounge, a space devoted to digital and video art. Chill rooms, plasma screens, and a 
coffee bar add a club-kid groove designed to lure a new audience. The opening Hypermedia 
exhibit features Wicked Witch, large-scale projections by Diana Thater, and Te/ephones, a sin- 
gle-channel video by Christian Marclay. Opens July 31. Call for times. Admission, free. South 
Coast Plaza, 5555 Bristol St.. Costa Mesa, 7M-662-3366. 



www.bowlluckystrike.com 












BEHIND THE ORANGE CURTAIN. BEHOLD THE ORANGE LOUNGE 
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IHPROVISION Aug. /J. For this series, the L.A. Con- 
nection Comedy Theater turns off the sound to add 
its own riffs to great camp movies. This month fea- 
tures Wrestling Women vs. the Aztec Mummy . At 7:30. 
Tickets, Si$. Cinespace, 6}$6 Hollywood Blvd., Hollywood, 
j2)-8i7-}4S6. 

SIHG-A-LONC WIZARD OF OZ ^u^. 21. The call is out 
for tin men, wicked witches, and flying monkeys. Call 
for time and prices. Greek Theater, 2joo N. Vermont Ave., 

21}-480-)2}2. 

OLYMPICS FEVER TiroB^A^Bg. 29. The 20th anniver- 
sary of L. A.'s second Olympiad is marked with screen- 
ings of Fists of Freedom and footage from the 1972 Mu- 
nich and 2000 Sydney Games. Call fix' times. Admission, 
free. Museum of Television & Radio, 46$ S. Beverly Dr. 
Beverly Hills, }io-j86-iooo. 



THE GREAT 
OUTDOORS 

PAVILION OF WINGS Continuing. Part)' down with 30 
species of butterfly Call for hours. Tickets, Si-S}. Natural 
History Museum. ^00 F-xposition Blvd.. 2iy;6}-DINO. 

PIT 91 DIG Continuing. Paleontologists dig for Ice Age 
fossils stuck in the big city 10-4. Admission, free. LaBrea 
Tar Pits. 0oi Wilshire Blvd.. }2}-9}4-j243. 

NEON CRUISES Aug 7-28. Atop a double-decker con- 
vertible bus, preservationist Eric Lynxwiler points out 
the bright lights of theaters, architecturally significant 
buildings, and permanent art installations. 7:3(^-10:30. 
Tickets. S3S-S4 f. Meet at Museum of Neon Art, $01 W. 
Olympic Blvd., 213-489-9918. 

DESCANSO'S L.A. FLOWER DISTRICT WALKING 
TOUR Aug. 14. On behalf of Descanso Gardens, floral 
designer Ray Tucker leads a bloomin' good albeit early 



tour of the best-smelling part of downtown. At 7. Tickets, 
S18. Call for rerukzvous address, 818-949-7980. 

DOWN BY THE RIVER ^B^. Friends of the Los An- 
geles Ri\'er and pals explore the waterway where it runs j 
through the Chinatown cornfields. At 3.30. Tickets, if. 1 
Meet at the Chinatown Gold Line Station, N. Spring and 
College Sts.,323-223-o$8$. 

CONSERVANCY SUMMER NATURALIST PROGRAMS 
Through Aug. 31. .\aturalist-led hikes let visitors espy 
bam swallows from South America, Catalina cherries 
ripening, and Saint Catherine's lace flowering in Ava- 
lon. Little Harbors, and Tw o Harbors. Call for times Ad- 
mission, free. Visit www.catalinaconservancy.org. 

ISLAND PACKERS Ongoing. Tis the season for Ana- 
capa, San Miguel, Santa Barbara, Santa Cruz, and Santa 
Rosa Islands to open up their ecosystems to campers, 
scuba divers, and hikers. Call 80^642-1393 or8o;- 
382-1779. 

LOS ANGELES CONSERVANCY WALKING TOURS 

Ongoing. The conservancy knows whereof it walks 
during its jaunts through Spring Street, Union Station, 
the Broadway Historic Theater District, Angelino 
Heights, the Biltmore Hotel, and City Hall. Call 
213-623-ClTr. 



KID STUFF 

LEGOLAND SPORTS JAMS Continuing. BMX bikers, 
bladers, and skateboarders mix big-air stunts with safe- 
tv-fu^t promos. CmU for times and prices One LEGO Dr., 
Carlsbad, 760-918-LEGO. 

FAMILY CULTURAL fSSTtVALS July 28 and Aug 4. 
The Bowers Museum annex is home to Native Ameri- 
can music and dance (July 28) and a multiculti drum- 
ming circle (Aug. 4). At 2. Tickets, Jj. Kidseum, 1802 N. 
Main St., Santa Am, p4-4So-i$22. 



MTAR RADIO CAMP Aug 2-6. Future Phil Hendries 
ages 9 to 12 get the 411 on radio plaj-s, including history, 
voice acting, and sound effects. 1-4.30. Registration, 
S140-S160. Museum of Television i' Radio, 46$ N. Beverly 
Dr., Beverly Hills, 310-786-103$. 

MOCAMANIACS SUMMER CAMP Aug 2-6 and 23-27. 
Kids 9 to 14 tour the metropolis in "Nitty Gritty City" 
(Aug. 2-6), and teens work in various media in "My 
Message Has a .Method" (Aug. 23-27). 8:30-4. Registra- 
tion, S2JO-S27J. MOCA at the Geffen Contemporary, i$2 
N. Central Ave., 213-621-1712. 

HANDS-ON SCIENCE CAMP Aug. 2-13. "Skate Sci- 
ence," "Gizmos & Gadgets," "The Rockin' Earth," 
"Junkj-ard Science," "Slick & Slimy," "Wizard Science," 
"Stars, Planets & Rockets," and "Chemical Con- 
nection" challenge young minds. 9-11.30 and 12.30-3. 
Call for registration fees. California Science Center, 700 State 
Dr., Exposition Park, 213-744-7440. 

KIDSEUM SUMMER ART CAMPS Aug 2-20. Young 
people get a one-two punch of art and history at these 
week-long wTirkshops: "Creati\'e, Colorful Art of Amer- 
ica's Cultures" (Aug. 2-6), "Pre-Columbian Art Adven- 
ture" (Aug. 9-13), and "African Caravans" (Aug. 16-20). 
jHj. Registration, S1S0-S16;. Kidseum, 1802 N. Main St, 
Santa Ana, 7i4-48o-i$22. 

OCEAN ADVENTURE DAY CAMP Aug 2-20. Nouveau 
Cousteaus collect plankton at Rainbow Harbor and 
assist the animal husbandr)' staff in the care and feeding 
of the aquarium's creatures from around the world. 
8-noon and /-j. Registration, Sioo-S2$o. Long Beach 
Aijuarium of the Pacific, 100 Aquarium Way, Long Beach, 
$62-^90-3100. 

SUMMER FUN DAYS: WHAT'S YOUR MUSE? Aug. 
12. and 19. Kids five and older examine "Things Seen: 
Looking at the Real World" (Aug. 5), "Things from the 
Past: Myths, Stories, and History" (Aug. 12), and 
"Things Unseen: Imagination, Feelings, and Dreams" 
(Aug. 19). At I. Tickets, S3-S6. Norton Simon Museum of 




Downtown Santa Monica & Third Street Promenade 



www.downtownsm.coni 
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A JEWELRY BOUTIQUE 

Nothing about jewelry should be 
predictable. 

110 Santa Monica Boulevard 
Santa Monica, CA 90401 

310-394-2450 
wvvw.9two5jewelry.com 




Ti.. DANCE 

Docroii 

Est.1984 
If you can walk, you can dance! 

1440 4th Street 
Santa Monica, CA 90401 
310-459-2264 
www.dancedoctor.com 
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Largest selection of American 
art glass in L.A. 
Adamm's Stained Glass & 
American Craft Gallery 

1426 4th Street 
Santa Monica, CA 90401 

310-451-9390 
www.adammsgallery.com 



GUIDE 



Art, 411 W. Colorado Blvd., Pasadena, 626-844-6^80. 
COURTYARD KIDS FAMILY CONCERT Aug. 7. The 
dancers and drummers in Hula Halau o Keali'i o Nalani 
blend modern and ancient hulas. 4-7. Admission, free. 
Japanese American Sational Museum, )69 E. ist St., 21}- 
62^-0414. 

SOARING ADVENTURES Aug. n. After a reading of 
Tomie de Paola's The Legend of the Indian Paintbrush, 
young anists gather inspiration in the Southwest Mu- 
seum's botanical garden. ^-4. Tickets, Sj-Sy.so. Southwest 
Museum, 2)4 Museum Dr,)2}-22i-2i64. 

SUMMER ART CAMP Through Aug. i}. Kids make 
masks, design journals, and shake tail feathers in a sam- 
ba dance and drumming class. Registration, Si2^- 
—Si$o. Museum of Latin American Art, 628 Aiamitos Ave., 
LongBeach, $62-4}j-i689. 

NECKLACES. BANGLES, AND BEADS Aug 14. Bead 
maven Ronald Jackson breaks out the glass baubles to 
make jewelr\'. i-j. Admission, fi^ee; reservations required. 
Catifomia African American Musetm, 600 State Dr., £igh>- 
sition Pari, 2i)-744-j4}2. 

GARDEN CONCERTS FOR lUXOi Aug 14-1; and 21-22. 
Kids dig garden-fresh tunes by Sharon Katz and the 
Peace Train (Aug. 14-15) and Trout Fishing in America 
(Aug. 21-22). At 4. Admission,free. Getty Center, 1200 Get- 
ty Center Dr, West L.A., }io-440-j}oo. 

BELOVED DEARLY Aug 14-22. Life lessons and laughs 
fill Doug Coone^s play about a 12-year-old mogul in the 
making who organizes pet funerals. At 1 and 4. Tickets, 
S7. South Coast Repertory, Sjj Town Center Dr, Costa 
Absa, 7i4-7o8-;;sS- 

ADVENTURES IM NATURE Through Aug 20. The Nat- 
ural History Museum and the Page Museum at the La 
Brea Tar Pits offer behind-the-scenes tours for peewee 
paleontologists. 9:}o-ii:}o and 1-}. Registration, 
Sg9-S2i8. Natural History Museum, 900 Exposition Blvd. 
Page Museum at the La Brea Tar Pits, $801 Wilshire Blvd. 
CaU2t)-76yDI>IO. 



lOVLLWILD ARTS SUMMER PROGRAM Through Aug 
21. Creative kids hie to the mountains to study dance, 
ceramics, computer animation, printmaking, filmmak- 
ing, music, photography, jewelry design, and classical 
theater. Vbit www.idyllwildarts.org 

LACMA'S WEISMAN FAMILY SUNDAYS Aug 22 and 
29. Minimalism is maximized by way of the Beyond 
Geometry exhibit and the "ABC .^rt" workshop. At 12:30. 
Call for prices. Los Angeles County Museum of Art, jjioj 
Wilshire Blvd., }2}-8$7-6ooo. 

THE LEGEND OF ALEX Opens Aug 27. The peripatetic 
Doug Cooney (.Beloved Dearly) and David O (The 
Shaggs: Philosophy of the World) team up for a musical 
comedy/cautionarv' tale about celebrity: Call for times. 
Tickets, $7.^0-$!$. P&werhouse Theater, }i 16 2nd St.. Santa 
Monica, 866-OFFMAIS. 

ARMORY CENTER FOR THE ARTS Through Aug 27 
Budding artists try their hand at pop-up books, horror 
mo\"ies. piiiatas, rockets, stop-motion animation. Web 
site crearion, and improv Call for times and prices. 14$ N. 
RaymonJAve., Pasadena. 626-792-sioi. 



FLEA MARKETS 

LONG BEACH OUTDOOR ANTIQUE • COL- 
LECTIBLE MARKET Collectors of pottery and toys 
consider this market mecca. Third Sun. of the month, 
$:}0-}. Admission, $4.^0-510. Veterans Memorial Stadium, 
Lakewood Blvd. andConant St., LongBeach, }2)-6$y $70}. 

MELROSE TRADING POST A fine follow-up to pan- 
cakes at Du-par's is riffling through the Post's odds and 
ends. Sun., 9-). Admission, S1-S2. Fairfax High School 
1040 N. Fairfax Ave., }2}-6$$-POST. 

PASADENA CITY COLLEGE FLEA MARKET PCCs fa- 
mous record row reeks of high fidelity. And that's a 
good thing. First Sun. of the month, 8-}. Admission, fi^e. 



/570 £. Colorado Blvd., Pasadena, 626-$8$-79o6. 

ROSE BOWL FLEA MARKET This mother of them all 
sells everything from Victoriana to '60s memorabilia. 
Second Sun. of the month, 6-4:}o. Admission, S6-S1;. looi 
Rose Bowl Dr, Pasadena. ^2^-560-7469. 

SANTA MONICA OUTDOOR ANTIQUE 4 COL- 
LECTIBLE MARKET The top-drawer items sold here are 
ideal for folks flying in by Lear jet. First and Fourth Sun. 
of the month, S-}. Amission, $$-$7 Santa Monica Airport, 
Airport Ave. and Bundy Dr., Santa Monica, }2}-f}}-2$it. 



FARMERS' 
MARKETS 

A fresh market seems to be cropping up in the Los An- 
geles area every month, and with the array of fresh pro- 
duce comes the indelible feeling of community Here are 
some of the pickin's, mostly culled from three well-tend- 
ed Web sites: www.seasonalchefcom. www.ca/armers- 
markets.com, and www.cafarmersmarkets.org. 

MONDAY 

BELLFLOWER Oak and Clark Sts., 9-1. 
SOUTH GATE Tweedy Blvd. and Pinehurst Ave.. 9-1. 
WEST HOLLYWOOD Plummer Park, 1200 N. 
Vista St., 9-2. 

TUESDAY 

CULVER CITY Washington and 'Venice Bhrds., 3-7. 
NORWALK Alondra and Pioneer Bh^ds., 8-1. 
PASADENA E. Villa St. and Garfield Ave.. 8:30-12:30. 
TORRANCE Charles H. Wilson Park. 2200 Crenshaw 
Bhd.,8-1. 




Peter 
Alexa nder 

August-September 2004 



Godt-Cleary Gallery 

Mandalay Place • 3930 Las Vegas Blvd So. • Suite 131 
Los Vegas. NV 891 19 • tel 702.632.9378 • fax 702.632.9379 
info@godtcleary.com • www.godtcleary.com 
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Exhibitions 



THE ARTS OF FIRE: ISLAMIC INFLUENCES 
ON THE ITALIAN RENAISSANCE 

Through Sept 5, 2004 

The exhibition examines the impact of Islamic 
artwork and ceramic and glass-making techniques 
that arrived In Italy In the late Middle Ages and 
made possible the groundbreaking Italian produc- 
tion of the 15th and 16th centuries. 

VISIONS OF grandeur: DRAWING 
IN THE BAROQUE AGE 

Through Sept 12, 2004 

Drawings from the Getty's permanent collection 
survey common trends in Western art during 
the 17th century, or Baroque period. Features 
a number of new acquisitions and works by 




Peter Paul Rubens, Nicolas Poussin, Cianlorenzo 
Bernini, Claude Lorrain, and Pletro da Cortona. 

STATUE OF AN EMPEROR: 
A CONSERVATION PARTNERSHIP 

Through Sept 12, 2004 

Features a statue of the Roman emperor 
Marcus Aurellus, on loan from the Pergamon 
Museum in Berlin for conservation work. 
Video and animation footage Illustrate the 
process, which involved disassembly and 
reassembly of the statue fragments by a joint 
team of Getty and Berlin conservators. 

SEA tails: a VIDEO COLLABORATION 
Through Sept 36, 3004 
Research Institute 
Exhibition Gallery 

The genius of American musical 
pioneer David Tudor (1926- 
1996) Is celebrated In this unique 
exhibition, which reconstructs his 
1983 installation of Seo Taih, a video 
collaboration with Molly Davies 
that features fanciful underwater 
kites made by artist Jackie Matisse. 

Left: Underwriter Kite. NoiiOu. Sahamdi. 
1980s. O Photograph by Robert Cassoly. 
Jackie Matisse Collection. 

SPIRIT INTO matter: THE 
PHOTOGRAPHS OF EDMUND TESKE 

Through Sept 26, 2004 

This first comprehensive retrospective of the 
work of Edmund Teske features some 120 photo- 
graphs by one of the unheralded alchemists of 
20th-century American photography. These 
include richly evocative figure studies, rhapsodies 
on nature, views of Frank Lloyd Wright's architec- 
ture, studies in abstraction, and portraits of 
Hollywood celebrities — many of which have 
never been published or exhibited. 

Closing this Month: 

FIT FOR A king: 

COURTLY MANUSCRIPTS, I380-I45O 
Closes Aug 29, 2004 



For Families 




GARDEN CONCERTS FOR KIDS 

Sat {7 Sun, Aug 14-15 and 21-22 
4-6 pm, Central Garden 

Garden Concerts for Kids return for a third season 
of rockin' tunes for fidgety feet in the Getty's 
Central Garden. On August 14-15. leaf" children's 
songs and dances with celebrated 45-member 
South African ensemble Sharon Katz & The 
Peace Train and on August 21-22, don't miss 
hilarious gultar-and-bass duo Trout Fishing in America, 
whose recordings have garnered multiple Parents 
Choice Gold Awards and American Library Awards. 

FAMILY FESTIVAL 

Sat, Aug 28, 10 am-6 pm, 
Museum Courtyard 

Enjoy music and dance from India, 
Celtic lands, and beyond; watch Will 
b Company perform Robin Hood; 
frolic with a giant dragonfly; or 
wander over to a workshop and cre- 
ate your own memento of the day. 

ART ADVENTURES 
FOR FAMILIES 

Daily at 2 pm 

Our one-hour tours for 
children (ages 5 and up) and adults to enjoy 
together feature a fun, activity-filled visit 
to the galleries. Offered in English and 
Spanish. Sign-up begins at 1:30 pm 
at the Information Desk in the 
Museum Entrance Hall. 



ARTFUL WEEKENDS 
Thursdays through Sundays, 
11 am-3 pm, Family Room Patio 

Join your children in an outdoor, 
drop-in workshop designed to exercise 
the imagination. Create your own 
masterpiece, and don't miss 
seeing others in the 
galleries. Offered in 
English and Spanish. 

Right; Troul fishing in America 






I S^^l Open Tue-Sun 10-6, 

'V> ^ HHK^ Closed Monday. 



Admission is FREE 

No reservations required 

310.440.7300 

WWW.CETTY.EDU 





Talks & Tours 



CURATORS GALLERY TALKS 

Tues, Aug 3 and 10 

1 pm, Museum Entrance Hall 

Come hear a discussion on the exhibition The Arts 
0/ fire, focusing on the debt owed to the Islamic 
world for the development of Italian Renaissance 
ceramics and glass. 

DRAWING FROM THE OLD MASTERS! 
CHIAROSCURO 

Tues, Aug 3 

1-3:30 pm, Museum studios and galleries 

Examine original works of art and participate in 
guided drawing exercises to discover how the old 
masters employed light and shadow in their 
works. Class fee $15; limited to 20 participants. 

Course repeats on August 8 and 31, I-3;30 pm 
Reservations available 7/23 at 9 am 

GETTY DRAWING HOUR 

Fri, Aug 6 

7-8:30 pm. Museum galleries 

Enjoy the tradition of plein-air sketching in the 
Central Garden during this new Friday night program. 



All you need to bring are drawing pads and pencils or 
pastels. All experience levels wefcome. Free; limited to 
25 participants. Sign up at the Museum Information 
Desk beginning at 6 p.m. the day of the program. 

Course repeats on August 20, 7-8:30 pm 

IN THE SPIRIT OF TESKE 
Thurs, Aug 12 and 19 
1-3 pm, Museum galleries 

Examine the art and life of photographer 
Edmund Teske in this two-part course related 
to the exhibition Spirit into /Hotter. 
Course fee $20; limited to 25 participants. 
Resen/ations ovailoble 7/23 ot 9 am 

Left; Edmund Teske, Mono Lake. Calt/ofnio. Compojilp with Thief 
Chrldfen, 1976. Gelatin silveer composite print. © Edmund Teske 
Afchives/Laufence Bump & Nils Vidsttand i200i}. 

POINT-OF-VIEW TALKS 

Fri, Aug 20 

6 and 7:30 pm. Museum galleries 

Fine-art photographers talk about the Spirit 
into Matter exhibition. Sign up at the Museum 
Information Desk beginning at 4:30 pm. 

ARTIST-AT-WORK DEMONSTRATION 

Aug 5, 8, 12, 15, 19, 22, 26, 29 
1-3 pm. Museum Courtyard 

Drop by for a demonstration of the art of calligraphy. 



FOR A COMPLETE LISTING OF ALL 
TALKS & TOURS, VISIT OETTY.EDU 





Looking Ahead 



exhibitions: 

coming of age in ancient greece: 
images of childhood from the 
classical past 

Sept 14-Dec 5, 2004 



Right: Statuette of o Woman Cotrying 
a Boy on Hei Shoulders, Creek, 
made in Boiotia. 500-475 B.C. 



BYZANTIUM 
AND THE WEST 

Sept 14-Dec 5, 2004 

PERFORMING ARTS: 
FRIDAY NIGHTS 
AT THE GETTY 

Sept 10 

An Evening with 
John Hammond. f 
Sept 17 
Iris Dement. 
Reservations for both events 
available 8/25 at 9 am 

TALKS & tours: 

the brightness 
beckons: aging 
and mortality as 
themes in the work 
of edmund teske, 
wallace berman, 
and jay de feo 

Sept 12 




^^An Artist 

in non-surgical 

I lair KoplactMiUMit (I lair|)i('(Ts) 
Mis work is uiu'(|uale(l 
ill the world.** 

-Nance Mitchell, Playboy Magazine 





KTLA and ABC. Over 100 editorials 

have been written about him. He 
has accomplished over 600 films, TV 
shows, and theatrical projects. " 

Edward Katz Hair Replacements 
generally cost between $2,500 to 
$3,500 per hair replacement. A 
minimum of two replacements are 
needed. Specific hair management 
programs are available starting at 
$3,000 per month. 




EDWARD KATZ 

INTERNATIONAL HAIR DESIGN 



3535 Cahuenga Blvd. W., Ste. 200 
Los Angeles, CA 90068 

(310) 276-3322 
(818) 760-7373 



Call for a free, 
private consultation 
with Edward Katz 



WEDNESDAY 

LOS ANOCLES Saint Agnes Catholic Church, Adams 

Blvd. and Vermont Ave., 2-5. 
HORTHRIDGE Northridge Fashion Center (north 

end), 9301 Tampa Ave., 5-9. 
SAN OIMAS Bonita Ave. between Monte Vista and San 

DimasAves., 5-9. 
SANTA MONICA Arizona Ave. and 2nd St., 9-2. 
WESTCHESTER 87th St. andTruxton Ave., 8:30-1. 

THURSDAY 

CARSON Bonita and Carson Sts., 9-1. 

CENTURY CITY Constellation Blvd. between Avenue 



DESTINATION: LONG BEACH 



Hot Town 

No wonder people move here 

WHAT: Long Beach World Cup 

Dragon Boat Tournament. 

WOW: These fierce-looking racing boats 

ain't dragon the line for nothing. 

WHEN: July31-Aug. 1. 

WHERE: Long Beach Marine Stadium, 

5225 E. Paoli Way, www.lbdragonboat.com. 

WHAT: Long Beach Jazz Festival. 
WOW: Poncho Sanchez. David Sanborn, 
Al Jarreau, the Jazz Crusaders, and Joyce 
Cooling stay smooth in the ocean breeze. 
WHEN: Aug. 13-15. 

WHERE: Rainbow Lagoon Park between 
Shoreline Dr. and Linden Ave., www.long- 
beachjazzfestival.com. 

WHAT: Celtic Music Festival. 
WOW: Jam sessions, dance workshops, 
and the Queen Medb Reenactment 
Camp are fine draws, but the sheep- 
herding demo? Priceless. 
WHEN: Aug. 14. 

WHERE: Queen Mary Events Park, 
ni6 Queens Hwy., www.longbeachceltic- 
festival.com. 




FLOAT YOUR BOAT 



of the Stars and Century Park East, 11:30-3. 
CHINATOWN 727 North Hill St., 4-8. 
EL SEGUNDO City Hall, 350 Main St., 3-7 
FULLERTON Wilshire Ave. between Harbor Blvd. and 

Pomona Ave., 4-8:30. 
CLENDALE 100 N. Brand Blvd., 7:30-1:30. 
GLENDORA N. Glendora Ave. between Foothill Blvd. 

and Bennett Ave., 5:30-9. 
LONG BEACH Promenade North and Broadway, 

10-4. 

LOS ANGELES La Cienega Blvd. and i8th St., 3-7:30. 
LOS ANGELES 735 S. Figueroa St., 11-4. 
REDONDO BEACH Torrance Bhrd. and Harbor Dr., 
8-1. 

SIGNAL HILL WalnutAve. and 27th St., 3-8. 
SOUTH PASADENA Meridian Ave. and Mission 
St., 4-8. 

THOUSAND OAKS Oaks Shopping Center, comer of 

Wilbur Rd. and Thousand Oaks Blvd., 3-7. 
WEST HOLLYWOOD 647 N. San Vicente BWd, 2-7. 
WESTWOOD Weybum Ave. and Westwood Blvd., 1-7. 

FRIDAY 

COVIN A Citrus Ave. in front of Civic Center, 4-9. 
EAGLE ROCK 2100 Merton Ave., 5-8:30. 
HERMOSA BEACH Valley Dr. between 8th and loth 
Sts., noon-4. 

LONG BEACH Promenade North and Broadway, 10-4. 
MONROVIA Myrtle Ave. Ixtween Walnut and Lemon 
Aves., 5-9. 

VENICE Venice Blvd. and Venice Way 7-11. 
WHITTIER Bailey St. and Greenleaf Ave., 8-1. 
WILSHIRE CENTER Mariposa Ave. between Wilshire 
Bhfd. and 6th St., 11:30-3. 

SATURDAY 

BURBANK OUve Ave. between Glen Oaks Bhrd. and 

3rd St., 8-12:30. 
CALABASAS Calabasas Rd. and El Canon St., 8-1. 
CERRITOS Park Plaza and Towne Center Drs., 

8-noon. 

GARDEN A Hollypark Methodist Church, 13000 S. Van 

Ness Ave., 6:30-noon. 
LOS ANGELES 3655 Grand Ave., 2-5. 
PASADENA Pasadena High School, Paloma St. and 

Sierra Madre B^d., 8:30-12:30. 
SANTA MONICA Arizona Ave. and 3rd St., 8:30-1. 
SANTA MONICA Airport Ave. and Donald Douglas 

Loop, 8-1. 

SILVER LAKE 3700 W. Sunset Blvd., 8-1. 
TORRANCE Charles H. Wdson Park, 2200 Crenshaw 
BKd., 8-1. 

WEST COVINA S. Glendora Ave. and Lakes Dr., 8-12. 

SUNDAY 

ALH AMBRA Monterey and E. Bay State Sts., 

8:30-1. 

BEVERLY HILLS 450 N. Rexfbrd Dr., 9-1. 
CLAREMONT 2nd St. between Indian Hill Blvd. and 

Yale Ave., 8-1. 
ENCINO Victory Blvd. and White Oak Ave., 8-1. 
HOLLYWOOD Ivar Ave. between Hollywood and Sun- 
set Blvds., 8-1. 
LARCHMONT VILLAGE Larchmont Blvd. between 

Beverly Blvd. and ist St., 10-2. 
LONG BEACH Marina Dr., south of 2nd St., 9-1. 
LOS ANGELES 8400 Melrose PL t>etween Meliose and 

Croft Aves., 9-1. 
MONTROSE 2300 Honolulu Ave., 9-2. 
PACIFIC PALISADES Swarthmore Ave. between 

Sunset Blvd. and Monument St., 8-1:30. 
PALOS VERDES Peninsula Center parking lot, 

Hawthorne Blvd. and Silver Spur Rd, 9-1. 
SANTA CLARITA College of the Canyons, Valencia 

Blvd., lot 8, 8:30-noon. 
SANTA MONICA Ocean Park B^d. and Main St., 

9:30-1. 

STUDIO CITY Ventura Bh-d. and Ventura PI., 8-1. 
WEST HOLLYWOOD Melrose PI., 10-2. LA 
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H. Michael Miller, m.d. 
Robert B. Seltzer, m.d 



With over 40 years combined 

laser experience, Dr. Miller and 

Dr. Seltzer have performed more photo 

rejuvenation and other laser procedures 

than any other physicians in southern 

California. It is the most comprehensive 

laser center in the Los Angeles area, 

vi/ith over 20 state-of-the-art lasers on 

the premises. 

Board Certified Dermatologists 
American Society for Laser Medicine and Surgery 
American Society of Cosmetic Surgeons 



Thermage^/ThermaCool'"/ 
Miracle Lift='-' Heat generated by 
ITo waves stimulates collagen production for deep 
tightening and toning of face, neck, breasts, knees, 
upper arms, buttocks. No downtime. 

MicroLaserPeel"' is a new treatment for patients 
looking for better results than available from microderm- 
abrasion or light chemical peels and who don't have 
the time for the extensive healing process of deeper 

laser resurfacing. Available exclusively at Advanced Laser. 

Revolutionary GentleWaves"'' applies cool, modulated 
LED light pulses to stimulate surface cellular regener- 
ation. Quick and painless. 

Available at our Rejuvena Meda Spa. 

Polaris DR offers deep tightening as well as surface 
smoothing and wrinkle reduction in three treatments. 
Combining both light and radio frequencies, we are sible 
to target precisely the areas that will effect the desired 

changes in your face. 

Photodynamic Therapy. By combining Fotofacial RF 
and Levulan in series, we have dramatically improved 
upon most current skin rejuvenation treatments.This combi- 
nation enhances the repair of aging and sun damage. 




ALSO TREATING: 
ROSACEA 
UNSIGHTLY SCARS 
SUN DAMAGE 
SAGGING 
HAIR REMOVAL 
ACTIVE ACNE/SCARS 
TATTOO REMOVAL 
FACIAL WRINKLES 
STRETCH MARKS 
PHOTO-AGING 

OF HANDS. NECK, CHEST, FACE 
BIRTHMARKS 
BOTOX^ 
COLLAGEN 

RESTALYNE 

NEW, LONGER LASTING ALTERNATIVE 
TO COLLAGEN. NO TESTING 
REQUIRED. 



Our non-surgical 
face-lifting and skin 
rejuvenation combinations 
offer you the latest 
generation of gentle, 
effective technologies. 




REJUVENA 

MED Agp^ 



Look and feel rejuvenated! 

Visit our Licensed Medical Aesthetiaans 
at Advanced Laser's on-site spa, where 
treatments are truly physician-supewsed. 
Cosmetic laser/skin care 
Complimentary consultation 

866 MEDASPA 

6 3 3 2 7 7 2 



ADVANCED LASER 

AND ANTI-AGING MEDICAL CENTER 

960 East Green Street, Suite 108, Pasadena 91106 

www.laserbeauty.com 

Sorr,e laser Treatrrens are coverea by insurance plans, 
Saturday and evening appointments are available 

CALL FOR YOUR FREE CONSULTATION 

800 452 7371 
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SUAAMER IS ALL ABOUT BEING HEALTHY AND LOOK- 
ING YOUR BEST. AT LEAST IT USED TO BE, BACK IN 
THE DAYS OF SCHOOL BREAKS AND LONG DAYS OF 
POOLSIDE TANNING, BODYSURFING, AND CRUISING 
AROUND ON BIKES AND SKATEBOARDS. 
ADULTHOOD, BY CONTRAST, HAS A WAY OF 
BLEEDING SOME OF THE VIGOR AND SEXINESS 
OUT OF SUMMERTIME, AND THAT'S A SHAME. 

Another summer is halfway gone, and chances are it's been more 
of the same. Ask yourself: Am I looking and feeling any better 
now than I was in March? Don't fret. There are still a few weeks 
left before you have to start thinking of a Halloween costume - 
plenty of time to do something nice just for yourself. If you need 
suggestions, you're in the right place, here are ten ways you 
can look and feel better by Labor Day, just like old times. 

/. lake leu ytuin off your pur 

in many women and men, nothing shows age like sagging eye- 
lids. The bright side is that a little cosmetic surgery in just this one 
area can make a person look a lot younger. "Eyelid surgery, or 
blepharoplasty, gives women and men a good feeling, whether 
they're in their thirties or their seventies," says Babok Azizzadeh, 



M.D., a Beverly Hills-based plastic surgeon. "The surgery is 
straightforward, requires very little downtime, and has hidden in- 
cisions or none at all, so no one con tell you've had surgery. And 
it really gives a great, youthful appearance." 

Another option is injectable fillers, which are used to enhance 
the smoothness and contouring of the face. New fillers such as 
Restylane require no allergy testing, last up to 12 months, and 
result in little to no posttreatment downtime. "You con just come 
in, get your wrinkles treated, and walk out, and you look fine," 
says Rondo Rand, M.D., a Beverly Hills dermatologist. 

The most promising new filler, according to Michael Franco, 
M.D., a dermatologist practicing in Sherman Oaks, is called 
Radiance. The compound used in Radiance is calcium hydroxy- 
laptite, a natural component of teeth and bones. Unlike some 
older fillers it remains soft and pliable, lasts as long as five years, 
and has no known side effects. 

If surgery of any kind is a little too extreme for your tastes, there 
are now a variety of nonsurgical ways to achieve a younger- 
looking face. One of the world's leaders in antiaging dermatol- 
ogy is Zein Obogi, M.D., founder of Obagi Medical Products 
in Long Beach. His approach is to improve the appearance of 
the face by improving the health of the skin. "Healthy skin is the 
ideal," he states. 
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The Obagi Nu-Derm system is a topical 
treatment that uses powerful tretinoin with 
exfoliating acids and skin-bleaching 
agents to improve the elasticity of the skin, 
increase smoothness, and diminish fine 
lines and wrinkles. To find on Obagi- 
trained doctor near you, visit 
www.obagi.com. 

2. Feel ten years younger 

Aging is, of course, a normal part of life, 
but accelerated aging is not. If you ore 
over 45 and you look and feel much older 
than others your age, you may have a 
treatable disorder known as adult grov^^h 
hormone deficiency. Symptoms of this 
condition include abdominal weight gain, 
muscle loss, and elevated LDL "bad" cho- 
lesterol, but testing is needed to moke a 
definite diagnosis. 

Los Angeles-based endocrinologist Susan 
Pekarovics, M.D., is among the local med- 
ical professionals who provide this testing 
as well 05 growth hormone therapy for 
those who have abnormally low growth 
hormone levels. The treatment entails daily, 
self-administered injections using a device 
that looks like a ballpoint pen and causes 
only minimal discomfort. "Patients usually 
feel better after just the second or third 
shot," says Pekarovics. 

3- Perfect your smile 

Cosmetic dentistry is another simple yet 
powerful way to improve your appear- 
ance. Recent innovations in veneers - such 
OS the high-tech, customized veneers mode 
by Do Vinci Studios of West Hills, as fea- 
tured on Extreme Makeover and The 
Swan - as well as advances in whitening 
techniques and other areas, moke it pos- 
sible for everyone to hove a beautiful 
smile. But the skill of the dentist is still para- 
mount, says Brian LeSage, D.D.S., a cos- 
metic dentistry specialist in Beverly Hills. 

"I'm opposed to the fake-looking teeth - 
the ones that cry out 'Dentistl'" says John 
Ivey, D.M.D., who has been performing 
cosmetic dentistry in Los Angeles since 
1 978. But fake-looking teeth are all too 



Your SMILE 

Be Your Best Asset 

You too can have a smile like this in just two visits. 




me my smile." 

DR. EDDIE SIMAN 

800-92-SMILE 

www.sexysmiles.com 



the lea de r in 

DRQKUNDBt 
ANBIHBIA 

from 

OxyContIn® Vlcodln® Percocet ® Lortab ® and aU opiates. 

Waismann method ^ 

Advanced Treatment Of Opiate Dependency 

(310) 205-0808 
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Beverly Hills Center 

for 

Hyperbaric Medicine 





ating cosmetic surgery patients witti 
hyperbaric oxygen to minimize inflammation 
and swelling, reduce post operative pain 
and speed up the body s own natural 
healing process. 



Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy Helps 

improve cosmetic and reconstructive 
surgery results infections wounds 
that won t heal damaged tissues from 
cancer therapy diabetic ulcers bone 
infections and more 



Ralph Potkin, MD Medical Director 

310. 551.1375 

1125 South Beverly Drive, Suite 405 
Los Angeles 

www.hyperbaricrx.com hlreatmenl@aol.com 



got skin? 




See a hoard 
certified 
dermatologist. 

Marvin Rapaport, MD 
Vkki Rapaport, MD 



Come and see why top doctors refer their patients 
to this father-daughter team of medical and 
surgical dermatologists. Marvin's 30 years of 
expertise and Vicki's state-of-the-art training 
aeate an unparalleled combination of care to 
solve all your skin problems. 

acne ■ baby & child derm ■ botox ■ coJIager) 
eczema facials ■ growths hajr&rtail problems 
microdermabrasion ■ rrmks ■ psoriasis 

giycoHc/KA/beta peels ■ rashes 
restylane ■ siWn carKer ■ veins ■ warts 

Rapaport Denmtoloey 

* * OF" BEVERLY HII.I..S ^ 

Call for an appointment 
(310) 274-4401 

436 N. Bedford Drive #306 
Beverly Hills, CA 90210 

www.loveyour5kTi.com 

We accept most PPO insurance. 





often the result when patients are treated 
by a dentist who, unlike Ivey, lacks an aes- 
thetic sense and the inclination to truly cus- 
tomize treatment to the individual mouth. 

Recent innovations 
in veneers-as well 
as advances in 
whitening 
techniques and 
other areas, nnake 
it possible for 
everyone to have 
a beautiful smile. 




1 



Millennium Dental (www.sexysmiles.com) 
in Sherman Oaks and Grace Sun, D.D.S., 
in Beverly Hills (www.sundds.com). 

"Spa dentistry takes the anxiety out of vis- 
iting the dentist," says Millennium Dental's 
Eddie Simon, D.D.S. "The environment is 
totally reloxing. We have soothing colors, 
and we use oromotherapy throughout the 
office. Our dental chairs are very com- 
fortable and are positioned so that all you 
see is blue sky through the windows. 
Patients have o choice of watching a 
movie or choosing music from our library 
that they can listen to during their treat- 
ment. We also offer reflexology treatments, 
manicures, and pedicures at no extra 
charge. All of our rooms ore equipped 
with nitrous oxide, and we do sleep den- 
tistry, where patients con take a pill and 
go to sleep during their treatment." 

4. Fix your skin 



Laser resurfacing is on effective way to cor- 
One recent innovation in dentistry that has rect sun-damoged skin by erasing pig- 
little to do with technology is the concept mentations, fine lines, and wrinkles. The 
of spa dentistry, as practiced by only negatives are the pain of treatments 
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and the following downtime. 

But this is soon to change, thanks to an in- 
novation from Reliant Technologies called 
Fraxel, which unlike previous devices af- 
fects only damaged skin while sparing 
healthy tissue. As a result, "patients don't 
feel anything more than a rubber band 
snap on the forearm, and at most they get 
slightly pink, like the first summer sun," soys 
Barry Weintroub, M.D., a Beverly Hills 
plastic surgeon and the very first practi- 
tioner with an on-site Fraxel laser. "After 
four treatments you've resurfaced some- 
one's face without putting them through 
the hell that prior, higher-AA/ovelength lasers 
have done." 

A word of caution: If you're considering 
a laser treatment for damage, wrinkles, 
toning, or hair removal, be sure to choose 
a board-certified dermatologist such as 
Vicki Rapaport, M.D., of Beverly hiills, or 
Patrick Abergel, M.D., of Sonta Monica. 

"There are some rather sketchy bargain 
clinics out there," says Michael Miller, 
M.D., of the Advanced Laser and Anti- 
Aging Medical Center in Pasadena 
(www.laserbeauty.com|. "A lot of people 
doing loser procedures at these places are 
just nurses, and they're not board-certified." 

Laser treatments are not as simple as point- 
ing and zapping. "You have to really look 
at a face and individualize the therapy," 
says Robert Seltzer, M.D., who is Miller's 
colleague. "To get the best treatment you 
hove to play with different devices and in- 
dividualize the treatment. People who are 
not experts usually hove a cookie-cutter ap- 
proach. Most clinics have one or two lasers. 
We hove over 20 lasers in our practice." 

5. hine-tuue your shape 

The best way to sculpt a better physique 
is by exercising, as the results come with 
many health benefits. When pockets of 
flab remain in your belly, hips, or another 
area despite your hard work in the gym, 
liposuction can complete the job. 

The new "power liposuction" technique 
makes this procedure more effective than 
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BARRY M. WEINTRAUB, M.D., F.A.C.S. 

UIPLOMATE .AMERICAN BOARJ) OF PLASTIC SURGERY 
N.ATIONAL SPOKESPERSON AMERlCAljli'SOClETY OF PL.'kSTIC SURGERY 

proudly announce^ the atmsion of our practice 

THE CENTER OF EXCELLENCE FC* COSMETIC PLASTIC SURGERY, 
FRAXEL™ LASER SURGERY AND ADVANCED MEDICAL 
TREATMENT OF THE SKIN 

located at the Cedars Sinai Medical Center East Professional Tower 
all colleagues, frieifds and patients are welcome 



8631 WEST 3RD STREET, SUITE 410E • LOS ANGELJES • 310.855.9700 





Named in W Magazines Yearly Black Book as 
"World s Best Address" for Cosmetic Dentistry in LA 




"/ was impressed ii'/i// 
the personalized ai 
and qtMlity of worh 
in Dr. Ivey's Office" 
Norma Kubto. Actress, hodel 




♦ Porcelain Veneers 

♦ Bleaching 

♦ Natural Fillings 

♦ Reconstruction 

♦ 20 Years Experience 

Increase Your Face Value! 
Call far your personal makeover 



Cosmetic Dentistty 
by Dr. John Ivey 

9201 SUNSET BLVD.. SWTE 315, 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90069 

310.274.7124 
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A great smile is a lifelong asset, regardless if you're in acting 
or business. Dr. Sun can help give you that great first im- 
pression, with porcelain veneers, laser bleaching, and other 
combinational cosmetic procedures, like adult orthodontics 
(finished in 6-8 mos). Dr. Sun is an alumna of the 
use School of Dentistry, a Fellow in the 
Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry and is a 
Certified Educator in the Academy of Laser 
Dentistry. Call us today. 



462 N Doheny Drive, Los Angeles. 310-274-4200 
See actual before & after cases at our site 

www.sundds.com 

Dr. Sun was recently profiled on El See it at our site 




The first and last step 

to flawless skin. 




Discover why leading dermatologists 
and plastic surgeons come from around 
the world to learn about the ObagI Total 
Approach to skin health restoration. 
Obagi's unique treatment systems 
restore health and youth to damaged 
and aging skin, transforming it -forever. 

Personal evaluations with the founder of 
the Obagi Skin Rejuvenation Systems, 
Dr. Zein ObagI, are available. By 
appointment only. 

Dermatology, Plastic Surgery 
and Laser Center 

Zein E. Obagi, M.D. 

Board Certified Dermatologist 
9033 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 100 
Beverly Hills, CA 90211 
310.275.3030 
www.obagi.com 
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ever. In power liposuction the cannula, 
which is the strowlike instrument used to 
suck out fat, vibrates at a very high fre- 
quency. "That vibration is useful when 
we're doing liposuction in tough areas, 
like someone's back or a man's chest," 
soys Ralph Mossey, M.D., a Santo 
Monica-based plastic surgeon and der- 
matologist. "In those areas, with regular 
liposuction, it con be quite difficult to 
force your way through. With power li- 
posuction, the cannula con more or less 
glide through." 



For the budget- 
conscious, 
perhaps the 
greatest new 
development in 
body recontouring 
surgeries is that 
they have beconne 
more affordable, 
even at some 
highly reputable 
facilities. 



If substantial weight loss has left you with 
a lot of loose skin, or if you've recently 
been pregnant, on obdominoplosty (i.e., 
tummy tuck) might be in order. "We're 
doing a lot more tummy tucks these days, 
especially in women who hove recently 
given birth," soys Lloyd Krieger, M.D., of 
Rodeo Drive Plastic Surgery (www.rodeo- 
driveplasticsurgery.com), "They want the 
tight, contoured body they hod before 
pregnancy." Krieger notes that new tech- 
niques in reconstructing the novel oilow 
tummy tucb to produce more natural-look- 
ing results than in the past. 
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There is olso a new technique in ab- 
dominoplasty thot allows surgeons to do 
liposuction and a tummy (uck at the same 
time without increasing the risk of compli- 
cations. "It's called lateral tension ab- 
dominoplasty, " soys Daniel Golshoni, 
M.D., a plastic surgeon in Beverly Hills 
who practices the new technique. In ad- 
dition to allowing liposuction to be done 
simultaneously, it results in less visible scar- 
ring and a more contoured appearance. 

For the budget-conscious, perhaps the 
greatest new development in body re- 
contouring surgeries is that they have be- 
come more affordable, even at some 
highly reputable facilities. In the past, 
one had to be wary of surgeons who 
touted lower prices, but nowadays fa- 
cilities such as the New Me Institute 
(www.newmeinstitute.com), with five lo- 
cations in and around Los Angeles 
County, offer excellent prices without 
sacrificing safety or quality. 



6. Kick a bad habit 

Quite a different sort of problem than 
loose skin and love handles is addiction 
to prescription, opiate-based pain med- 
ications such OS Vicodin, a growing prob- 
lem in the United States. The Waismann 
Institute in Beverly Hills uses cutting-edge 
medicine to treat this addiction, with a re- 
markable success rote. 

In a traditional rehab center, patients have 
no choice but to suffer through excruciat- 
ing withdrawal. At the Waismann Institute, 
however, patients are placed under anes- 
thesia and then given on antagonist that 
pushes the opiates out of the brain. 

"By the time they wake up, the withdrawal 
is behind them," soys Clare Waismann, 
the institute's executive director. 

For the next 6 to 1 2 months, patients take 
a medication that causes surplus endor- 
phin receptors in the brain to atrophy, 
which usually puts an end to any linger- 
ing cravings. "We treat the problem at its 
source," Waismann says. 



WEIGHT LOSS 

Think of it as your 

SECOND CHANCE <i,e 



if you're 1 00 pounds or more overweight, 

Midway Hospital Medical Center offers laparoscopic 
Roux-en-Y gastric bypass — the "gold standard" In 
bariatric surgery. Studies sliow that the Roux-en-Y Is 
the most effective procedure for long-term vi^eight 
loss. Our specialists also perform laparoscopic gastric 
banding, an adjustable and reversible method of surgical 
v/eight control. 





Are You a 
Candidate for 
Laparoscopic 
Weight Loss 
Surgery? 



For information call: 

866-322-THIN (8446) 



SURGICAL WEIGHT CONTROL CENTER 



At Midway Hospital Medical Center 



Smile with 
confidence! 

Porcelain Veneers i 

In one week or less: 

• Close Spaces 

• Whiten Teeth iSM 

• Straighten / gW i 
without Braces ' 'f I 

BriteSmile 1 
Whitening 

• Latest technology 

• Your whitest teeth in one hour V 

Invisalign 

Free Consultation 
818.772.1048 



4 



f 



Patient, Cory b'trrson 
6tinuMs. Ofympia 



Steven V. Donia, D.D.S. 

Cosmetic & Complete Dental Care 16133 Ventura Blvd., Suite 1045 
^^^=^^=== Encino, CA 9 1 436 
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SUMMER FITNESS FRIENDS 

Nothing makes you look and feel good like exercise. Here are 
four great products tfiat can fielp you get fit before another 
summer has passed you by. 



ACCELERADE 

www.acceleracle.com 

Accelerade is the first and only sports drink containing o 
patented 4:1 ratio of carbofiydrote and protein. Researcfi 
proves tfiat drinking it during exercise can delay fatigue by 
29 percent and reduce muscle damage by 83 percent as 
compared with a conventional sports drink. (24-serving 
canister, $19.99) 




LIFELINE GYM 

www. I i fel i ne-usa . com 

The Lifeline gym is a highly portable strength-training 
system that consists of two resistance cables, a collapsible 
lifting bar, and two handles. It allows you to do a full range 
of exercises, from squats to biceps curls, yet it weighs only 
three pounds. ($46.99) 



AQUAJOGGER 

www.aquajogger.com 

Aquajogger is a line of specially designed flotation belts 
that allow you to jog in a swimming pool without the legs 
beating and overheating that come with summer pavement 
pounding. Accessories include underwater dumbbells for a 
full-body pool workout. ("Classic Bell," $46.95) 



OMRON HBF-306 BODY FAT ANALYZER 

www. omron hea Ithca re . com 

This handy device uses bioelectrical impedance technology 
to measure your body fat percentage with a high degree 
of accuracy. Just turn it on, grab the handles, and wait seven 
seconds. ($59.95) 



Starts with healthy GUMS 

state of the art technology and a friendly staff, you 
rtain to experience exceptional periodontal therapy 



a gentle touch 



M. RA.SH 11, D.D.S: 

• American Atodemy of Periodontology 

• American Academy of Osleo lntegration 

• American Academy ol Dentailmpiofltology 

• Western Society of Periodontology 

• LAW.D.S. 
. ADA 

• CDA 

• Associote Clinical Professor at VA and 
Cedars Sinoi Hospitol . 



PERIODONTAL SPECIALTIES: 

• Dentol implants 

• Surgical ond non-surgical treatment of 
periodontal disease 

• Oral cancer screening/biopsy 

• Cosmetic enhoncement of: gum recession, 
gummy smile, bod breath (holithosis) 

• Regeneration of bone loss 

• Extraction of wisdom teeth 

• IV/oral sedation 
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7. Treat your feet 

Pedicures leave your feet looking and feel- 
ing great. But tfiey're not always fiealtfiy. 
In salons where fiygienic practices aren't 
quite what they should be, microorganisms 
can spread from client to client through in- 
struments and footbaths. "There are a num- 
ber of pathologies I see in the foot and 
ankle, including nail fungus, plantar warts, 
and digital infections, that result from or- 
ganisms being transferred in nail salons," 
says Carolyn Siegal, M.D., a Beverly Hills 
podiatrist (www.clshealthyfeet.com). 

Fortunately, Dr. Siegal has come up with 
a simple and innovative solution: a per- 
sonal pedicure kit that you can take to 
each noil appointment. Dr. Siegal's 
Savvy Nail Kit contains all the instru- 
ments your pedicurist needs - instruments 
that will never touch anyone's feet but 
your own. It even comes with a special 
liner for sanitary footbaths. 

8. Heal faster 

If you do have cosmetic surgery this sum- 
mer (or any other time), or if you strain a 



CENTURY 

SPORTS CLUB & DAY SPA 




Till- .•\^TlloR^r^ in rni-: nonv nr/./.- txi'tRiKNC t 






Souno • Bodv Scrubs • Oi. Moiioge • Skin tuie • Sweai* .'Auiioge • Bod', Cuie wilh Poik 
tImK Slyle Trealireiil • Siihoi/elte Refining IieotmenI • MugMiIti Bath • Mofble lioom • Oay Room 
Koieon Irodilionol Room • Cemionium Room • Aeiobics • Bollel • Jon Oonce • Swimming * GoU 

A120 W. Olympic Blvd. Los Angeles. CA 90019 1. 323-954-1020 
www.centurydayspa.com 



"Meeting all of your 
podiatnc medical 
needs from a 
woman 's perspective^' 

• (^i)Mscn:iti\c and .siiriiical trcatnicnt.s 
I'or painliil bunions and lianiiiicrt(H.-s 

• l)Lt'initi\ c' treatments tor uiisiglitly 
yellow nails 

• T\vo-tinie niaratlioncr taniiliar with a 
variety of atliletie Injuries 

• Heel pain 

• I'lantar warts and painful skin lesions 

• ( lliildren and adtiits 



Carolyn L. Siegal, D.P.M. 

Pediatric Medicine 8 Sutgety 



tesocMte, Americon College of Foot ond Anitle Surgeons 
Memtw, Americon Podiottic Medical Association 
Member, Col'ifoniia Podiotik Medkal Association 
Executive Board Membei, Los Angeles bnerican AMical Worm's Assodaiion 

S5{K) Wilsliiiv l?!vd. Suite #W5 
Beverly lUlK C.V 'X)21 1 
(MO) 65y-fi«()(). KiLV (.^10) 6.S2-1WS 

w>v\v.c>lshcalthvt*cct.cM>m 




PiASTic AND Reconstructive Suw.ery 
Aesthetic Plastic Surgery 
Botox | Rbtylane | Obagi skin c\Rt 
Laser Hair Removal 




Brooks Surgery Center 

9001 WiLsHiRE Boulevard, Suite 202 
Beverly Hills, CA 90211 

310.860.9502 

www.alexkimmd.com 

o 

Mt'mbcr 

American Scicicty 
ul PlaMic Surgeons 
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APiT/cite Coxaeric Deniirji v/lLb rhe 
trcdning^ experience^ cincl level of 
cichleyeriierii io beaLitLry your .inille v/lille 



r 



opiLriilzliig yoLir denial he^ilih. 



ESTHETIC & RECONSTRUCTIVE DENTISTRY 



New, Youthful Eyes in / Hour! 

Dr. Abergel's exclusive, minimally invasive laser technique 
brings you stunning, natural results. 





A 



Featured in: 




Selected as one of: 

America's Top Physicians 

Consumers Research Council of America 



America's Best Dermatologists 

More magazine 

• 

Best Doctors in Town 

Los Angeles magazine 



Call for your free DVD and brochure 
310-829-2005 www.doctorabergel.com 949-640-2005 

Santa Monica r /) ^^^port Beach 



Oinkal Professor of Medicine • fallow, American Academy of Cosmetic Surgery 
Diplomale of the American Board of Cosmetic Surgery. Certified in Dermatologic Cosmetic Surgery 
Liposculpture* Laser Eyelid Surgery* Laser Facial Sculpture* Mini-Facelift* Botox • Restylane 



Ll 



tiian P 1 



LeSaqe 

MIS fiUICB ' 



436 N. Roxbury Drive, Suite 100 J 
Beverly Hills \ 
310-276-2468 \ 
wwv.cosnietic-dentistrjxoni 



American Academy 
OF CosMHic Dentistry. 



FOR THE VI 
VEINC 



W BEST 





Vci nCeniei* 



310-278-7710' 
Mj™ 866-BHVEINS 

450 North Roxbiirv Drive 
Suite 275 

Beverly Hills, CA 90210 



/\ r; r; 
rli X> 

Dr. Wavnc Gradman founded 
the Beverly Hills \'cin Center, 
dedicated to the diagnosis and 
rreatmcnt ot unsi^htlv and 
painful vein disorders. The 
Center specializes in state-of- 
the-art treatment of varicose 
and spider veins with 
minimally invasive and non- 
surgical procedures - all 
performed in a comfortable 
and professional environment. 

For the vcr\- best vein care, 
call today iox a consultation. 
Or, visit our website to learn 
more; www.bhveins.coin 

llfynr Cnujnuii, .VLD 
Dtwfffr 

"xtxxil - Sui^al t- 
1 jimilr Tminm^ .» 

i'CLA, C/iifj-5i'ui 

• A(nfifv\ .IwLjH (fwfio Fcnm ij Atntruan 
CAltg cf nliMBgi 

• PfOJWf in Uxt (f ItjuiicfTrfimy Trtmvnt c! 
Vintcst tr Spilltr livu 





RALPH A. MASSEY, M.D. 

ASSrSIANT C.iNlCA^ PfiOfti'.OB UCl A 
FELLOW AMERICAN ACADEMY Of COSMETIC SUAGCRY 
DIRECTCW OF LIPOSUCTION SURGf RY 




Call for a 

complimentary 

consultatioT) 

with one of the 

nation's finest 

liposuction 

surgeons. 



www.myliposuction.com 

or call toll free 

888-7-MYLIPO 

COSMETIC SURGERY CENTER OF SANTA MONICA 
1260 IStti Street - Suite 1 40 1 -Santa Monica - CA 90404 



SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION 




muscle in the gym, you might want to con- 
sider using hyperbaric oxygen therapy 
(HBOT) to promote faster healing. Oxygen 
is a vital ingredient of many tissue-healing 
processes. A hyperbaric chamber delivers 
pure oxygen at higher than normal at- 
mospheric pressure, stimulating the body's 
own natural healing mechanisms. 



metic procedures such as laser resurfac- 
ing. "We have found that patients have 
less pain, less swelling, and recover faster, 
and we feel that it even improves their re- 
sults," says Ralph Potkin, M.D., medical 
director of the Beverly Hills Center for 
Hyperbaric Medicine (www.hyperbari- 
crx.com). Patients normally come in for a 



Originally used to treat scuba divers with 
the bends, HBOT is now proven to 
pronnote recovery from surgical incisions, 
athletic injuries, and other ailments. 



Originally used to treat scuba divers with 
the bends, HBOT is now proven to pro- 
mote recovery from surgical incisions, oth- 
letic injuries, and other ailments. 

Recently, hyperbaric oxygen therapy has 
become popular as a complement to cos- 



one-hour treatment the day f^efore their pra 
cedure and for three to five more immedi- 
ately afterward. 

9. Enjoy a good pampering 
Relaxation and pleasure are good for both 



RODEO DRIVE 



PLASTIC SURGERY 




Our unique 
approach to 
plastic surgery has 
been featured in 
Fortune Magazine, 
The New York Times, 
& Access Hollywood. 



r 



specializing in 
Uposuction & Tummy Tucks 



We are the only Plastic Surgery 
Center on Rodeo Drive and offer 
all plastic surgery procedures. 



The Rodeo Collection 
421 Nortti Rodeo Drive 
Beverly Hills 'CA 90210 

310 550 6300 



RodeoDrivePlasticSurgery.com 



"Enhance tjour health, beauttj and 
at the same location" 



happiness 



Susan Pekarovics, MD. Inc. 
Internal Medicine/Endocrinology 

Focusing on: 

• Extensive internal-medicine practice 

• State-of-the-art diagnostic equipment 

• General endocrinology and 
fibromyalgia management 

• Anti-aging therapy 

• Advanced laser technology 

• Special weight-control program 

• Complex assessment of growth 
hormone related disorders 



For appointments call: 323-951-4916 
6360 WiLSHiRE Boulevard. Suite 502 
Los Angeles. CA 90048 



BABAK AZIZZADEH, M.D. 



Dr. Azizzadeh specializes exclusively in 
FACIAL PLASTIC SURGERY. 



Rhinoplasty: Nasal Reshaping 
• Blepharoplasty: Eyelid Surgery 
• Facelift 
• Browlift 

• BOTOX®. Collagen. Restylane®. Radiance® 

Harvard Medical School 

• Facial Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery 

UCLA School of Medicine 

• Head and Neck Surgery/Facial Plastic Surgery 

• General Surgery 



• Assistant Clinical Professor: UCLA 

* Attending Surgeon: Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 




Beverly Hills Office 
8670 Wilshire Blvd.. Suite 200 
Beverly Hills, CA 902 11 
Tel. 310«657«2203 



Agoura Hills Office 
29525 Canwood Street, Suite 3 1 1 
Agoura Hills, CA 91301 
Tel. 818'706«2090 



WWW. facialplastics .info 



S. DANIEL GOLSHANI, M.D. 

Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery 
Aesthetic Surgery 

Diplomat, American Board of Plastic Surgery 
Diplomat, American Board of Surgery 



. Rhinoplasty (nose reshaping) 
. Facial Rejuvenation 
. Breast Augmentation 
. Breast Lift 

■ Breast Reduction 

■ Abdominoplasty (tummy tuck) 

■ Liposculpture 

■ Reconstructive Surgery 

■ Surgery of the Hand 




9301 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 401 . Beverly Hills, CA 90210 
Tel. (310) 274-3481 . Fax. (310) 274-3482 

A MEDICAL CORPORATION 




>OIIEOFL.II.'SBESIDOWByy«j!E 

1 5 Years Laser Experience 



Complete Dermatology Laser Center 

LightSheer™ Diode Laser Hair Removal 
UltraPulse'for skin resurfacing of wrinkles & scars 
Medlite™ ND:YAG for removal of brown spots & tattoos 
VersaPulse*for removal of spider veins & facial vessels 
Smoothbeam™ Laser: Noninvasive treatment of wrinkles & scars 
Medical MIcrodermabrasion/Parisian Peel* for brown spots, wrinkles & scars 



Harvard Medical School. 1979 
Harvard Dermatology Residency. 1983 
Board Certified Dermatology. 1983 
Assistant Clinical Professor. UCLA 
Member AMA. AAD. CMA. LACMA. ASDS 



436 N. Roxbury Dr.. Suite 212 
Beverly Hills. C A 90210 
310/273-0467 
{Saturday & Evening 
Appointments Available! 
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physical and mental health. Plenty of both 
ore to be hod at Skin Spa in Encino 
(www.skinspa.com). Skin Spa is a full-serv- 
ice day spa offering services ranging from 
facials to massage to skin-detoxification 
treatments. But it is best known for its ro- 
mantic couples' services. "We hove the 
most extensive couples program in the na- 
tion," says Skin Spa's Jonathan Baker. "If 
you want to be romantic - if you have an 
anniversary or you can't think of what to 
do on a Saturday night - romance is alive 
at Skin Spa!" 

For a different but no less enjoyable type 
of spa experience, visit the Century Day 
Spa right next to Hancock Pork |www.cen- 
turydayspa.com). "We call ourselves a 
spa, but we're really more of a traditional 
Korean bathhouse," says manager Edward 
Kim, who notes that increasing numbers of 
non-Koreans frequent his facility. 

The Century Day Spa prides itself on 
being more socially oriented than many 
other spas, thanks in large part to its com- 
munal hot bath, which friends, families, 



/ 




and even coworkers often enjoy together. 
Other services include wet and dry saunas 
and body scrubs, as well as shlotsu, deep 
tissue, and acupressure massages. 

/ (K (let a jiishioit niakvover 

We all know how to dress ourselves, but 
few of us dress well every day. A fashion 
and image consultant such as Remi of 
Beverly Hills or Cathy Arkley of Pasadena 
can help you achieve your ideal image. 
These experts will show you how to get 
more out of the clothes you already own, 
shop with you for new clothes, and even 
teach you how to moke good wardrobe 
decisions on your own in the future. 

The benefits go for beyond simply looking 
more put-together. "Self-confidence comes 
from knowing that when you walk into a 
room, people notice you in a positive way," 
Remi says. "When you feel good about 
your appearance, people will pick up on 
that energy, and it will open doors for you." 



ed offers men and 
ra-private makeover 
experience, based on 20 years of 
private practice. Customized and 
personal services include consultation 
for lifestyle, fashion and beauty, 
and wardrobe. 

Whether It's a subtle or an 
extreme makeover, allow "i.d." to 
help define the image you have 
always wanted. Please call for a 
private consultation. 



626.233.0200 



*Je<,velry by 



1L 
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RESOURCE GUIDE 



Advanced Laser 

960 East Green Street, Suite 108 
Pasadena, CA9n06 
(8001 452-7371 
www. bserbeauty.com 

Babak Azizzadeh, M.D. 

8670 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 200 
Beverly Hills, CA 902 1 1 
(3101 657-2203 
www.facialplastics.com 

Bony M, Weintraub, M.D., RA.C.S, P.C 

Cedars Sinai Medical Center 

East Professional Tower 

863 1 West 3rd Street, Suite 41 0 East 

Los Angeles, CA 90048 

(3101 855-9700 

Beverly Hills Advanced Laser 

Ehab Mohamed, M.D. 

9735 Wilsfiire Boulevard, Suite 41 4 

Beverly Hills, CA90212 

(3101 276-5890 



Beverly Hills Center for Hyperbaric 
AAedicine 

Ralpfi Potkin, M.D. 

Medical Director 

1 1 25 S. Beverly Drive, Suite 405 

Los Angeles, CA 90035 

(3101 551-1375 

www.hyperbaricrx.com 

Brentwood Dental Group 

Haroun Rostami, D.D.S., M.S. 

1 1 980 San Vicente Boulevard #660 

Brentwood, CA 90049 

(3101 979-8345 

www.brentwooddental.com 

Brian P. Lesage, D.D.S, F.A.A.C.D. 

436 N. Roxbury Drive, Suite 100 
Beverly Hills, CA90210 
(3101 276-2468 
vww. cosmetic-dentistry, com 

Carolyn L. Siegel, D.P.M. 

8500 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 605 
Beverly Hills, CA 902 1 1 
(3101 659-6800 
vvww.clshealthyfeet.com 



Century Sports Club & Day Spa 

4120 W. Olympic Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA90019 
(3231954-1020 

Eddie Simon, D.D.S. 
Millennium Dental 

14629 Ventura Boulevard 
Sherman Oaks, CA 91423 
(8001 92-SMILE 
www.millennium.nef 
www.sexysmiles.com 

Grace Sun, D.D.S. 

462 N. Doheny Drive 
Los Angeles, CA 90048 
(3101 274-4200 
www.sundds-com 

Image Defined 

(6261 233-0200 
cathyarkley@imageciefined.com 

John D. Ivey, DJM.D 

9201 Sunset Boulevard, Suite 315 
Los Angeles, CA 90069 
(3101 274-7124 
www.driohnivey.com 



New Me 

Surgical Institute 

Your Orifjinul Source /or Quality, Affordable Cosmetic Surgert 

r NEW ME PRICE GUARANTEE 

I. Wr hral an/t competitor's price on utcntUal qualitjf prvcrdurc.' A 



COSMETIC SERVICES OFFERED BY 
THE NEW ME INSTITUTE INCLUDE: 

• Facial Surgeries 

• Rliinoplasty 

• Breast Augmentation 
< Body Contouring 

• Injectable Fillers 

• Laser Treatment 

• Anti-Aging Treatments 

• Bariatric l\^edlclne (Weigtit-loss) 



''Your close 
encounters 
deserve a 
healthy 
bright smile" 




BRENTWOOD DENTAL GROUP 



At Brentwood Dentiil Group, our mission is to enhance 
individual lives through quality dental care. With the 
advanced knowledge on cosmetic and implant dentistry, 
extraordinary results are realized daily. 



HAROUN ROSTAMI, D.D.S., M.S. 

• .'\mcrican Cx)llcgc of PrOithtxlontics 

• American .Academy ol 
Osteo-Inregration 

• ADA 

• CDA 

• >XT.ADS 

• UCLA Scliool i)t Dentistry 
Clinical Associate Professor 



Implant dcndstiy 

All phases of cosmetic and 

restorative dentistry 

TMj treatments, featuring 

ciisiomi/cd nighiguardii 

Dental treatment of canter 

patients 



'Where every guest is treated with first-cLzss service and gentle care" 



11980 SAN VICENTE BOULEVARD, «660 

BRENTWOOD, CA 90049 

(310) 979-8345 (310) IMPLANT 

www.brentwooddental.com 



B R I T E » !.M I I I 



Autctated Tertk Wkitrnimf Cmc 



NEW ME SUCCESS FORMULA: 

• Your initial consultation is witti your surgeon 
. Almost ALL your post-operative follow-up 

visits are witti your surgeon 

• Your cosmetic surgeon truly cares about 
you, like your family doctor does 

• Your surgeon is a tnje specialist in cosmetic 
surgery and a Diplomate of tfie American 
Board of Plastic Surgery or the 
American Board of Cosmetic Surgery 

BE A PART OF THE SUCCESS STORY. 
ALLOW US TO CARE FOR YOU. 




DAfLV NEWS READ 
CHOICE AWAf 



(800) 



NEW ME 



V 
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ONE HOUR COULO CHANGE YOOR LIEE 

MAKE A LASTING FIRST IMPRESSION! 



1 



0 




A C I F I C S 




818-817-555 

www.pacificsun.la 

NORTHRIDGE -SHERMAN OAKS 



LET A REAL 
FASHION EXPERT 



HELP REDEFINE 



YaUR IMAGE TO REFLECT 



YOUR LIFESTYLE ANO 



PERSONALITY 




"Celebrating I a years or success" 



of Beverly Hills 

liTtBge & Fashion 

OMignar 



Personalizeo Services 

for men & women 



• IMAGE CONSULTING 

• STYLE DEVELOPMENT 

• WARDROBE PLANNING 

• PERSONAL SHOPPING 



Gift Certificates available 



3 1D.657.REMI (7364) 

BY APPOINTMENT Only 



WWW.REMIDFBH.CDM 



SAFE LIPOSUCTION 

VS CONVENTIONAL LlPO 

As Featured on ABC's 20/20 



Permanent Lip with Radiance " S750/ML or CC 
Lipo $850/area 

Over 24 Years Surgical Experience 



Face-Lifts 
Tummy Tuck 
Chemical Peel 
Blepharoplasty 

Breast Lifts, Implants, Reductions 



Facial Fat Grafting 
Tumescent Liposuction 
Laser Facial Rejuvenation 
Botox & Collagen Injection 
Vaginal Rejuvenation 




Pam Mirabadi, M.D. 

Fellow of the American Academy of Cosmetic Surgery 
Fellow or the American College of Obstetrics Gynegology 
Diplomate of American Board of Cosmetic Surgery 



BEVERLY HILLS & SAN FERNANDO VALLEY LOCATIONS 



complimentary consultation 

800-750-LIPO <5476) 818-782-0004 




cdi-spa offering physician direetea 
/'< . ' waxing and cifsmetic enhancements 

Uc <//.'« oyy^' ii coiiijiUte line of physician strength product 
'esigned to compliment our treat tti< >tr< md rejuvenatt, 
sun-damaged dging and problem ski nuthful glow! 



BOTOX 



R A D I A N C 



Michael G. Franco, M.D. 

COSMETIC DERMATOLOGY 



i;A1 1 I OK A lOMI'LIMI N TARY CONSULTATION 

818.728.4889 www. urfrancomd.com 

13320 RIVERSIDE DRIVE, SUITE 226 
SHERMAN OAKS, CA 91423 



Cl 



tterlal 
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wink . . . 



TheEyeSite 310 820-2020 

I'.riit I Su|tu Oll.t AAU. IW/ZS^NiVccnctilvdSlelJO 
UMilvMXHl. i:A 'JdHh iwww stiM um 




EHAB MOHAMED, M.D. 

tEllOW Ol IHt AMEKICAN 
ACADEMY OF COSMETIC S U I! C E B Y 



• The Thermalift new foce lift neck lift 

Nop s.-g;a:, •■■o c;o/.'": "ie 

• Breast lift buttock lift underarm lift 
and thigh lift 

• Firm abdomen after pregnancy, weight 
loss or'.d liposuction. 

• Folofacial foce, neck, arms end legs. 
Erase sun damage, decrease skin pores, 
even lone of skin for smoother skin with 
less fine lines. 

• Laser hair removal 

• Loser vein treotment 

T«EATMENTS DONE BY OR. MOHAMED 
WHO PESFOSMS THOUSANDS OF THESE 
tXCEPTlONAl TREATMENTS EVESY VEA« 

Call for Free Consubotion 
Beverly Hills Newport Beach 
310.276.5890 949.645.3200 



RESOURCE GUIDE 



K. Alex Kim, M.D., F.A.C.S. 

9001 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 202 
Beverly Hills, CA 9021 1 
(310) 860-9502 
w/ww, alexkimmd.com 

Lloyd M. Krieger, M.D. 

Rodeo Drive Plastic Surgery 
421 N. Rodeo Drive 
Beverly Hills, CA 90210 
(310) 550-6300 

www.rodeodrlveplasticsurgery.com 

M. Rashti, D.D.S. 

9025 Wilshire Boulevard #307 
Beverly Hills, CA 9021 1 
(310) 623-3330 
www.9umsurge0n.org 

Michael G. Franco, M.D. 

13320 Riverside Drive, Suite 226 
Sherman Oaks, CA 91423 
(818) 728-4889 
www.drfrancomd.com 

New Me institute 

Shane Sheiboni, M.D. 

6200 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 1710 

Los Angeles, CA 90048 

(323) 456-2600 

www.newmeinstitute.com 

Pacific Sun 

(818) 817-5550 
www.pacificsun.la 

R. Patrick Abergel, M.D. 

2001 Santa Monica Boulevard, Suite 
1 250 West 

Santo Monica, CA 90404 
(310) 829-2005 
www.doctoraber9el.com 

Ralph A. Mossey, M.D. 

1260 15th Street, Suite 1401 
Santa Monica, CA 90404 
(310) 434-2495 
www. my I iposuction . com 

REMI of Beverly Hills 

Image ond Fashion Consulting 
(310) 657-REMI; (310) 657-7364 



www.remi 



ofbh. 



com 



Rhonda Rand, M.D. 

436 N. Roxbury Drive, Suite 212 
Beverly Hills, CA 90210 
(310) 273-0467 
www.rrmdinc.com 



S. Daniel Golshani, M.D. 

9301 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 401 
Beverly Hills, CA 90210 
(310) 274-3481 

Steven V. Donia, D.D.S. 

16133 Ventura Boulevard, Suite 1045 
Encino, CA 91436 
(818) 772-1048 

Surgical Weight Control Center 

5901 W. Olympic Boulevard, Suite 
300 

Los Angeles, CA 90036 
(310) 201-8290 
www. lasurgery. net 

Susan Pekarovics, M.D., Inc. 

6360 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 502 
Los Angeles, CA 90048 
(323) 951-4916 

The EyeSite 

Paul J. Super, O.D., F.A.A.O. 

1 1777 Son Vicente Boulevard, #130 

Brentwood, CA 90049 

(310) 820-2020 

www.super2020.com 

UCLA Cosmetic Surgery Center 

200 UCLA Medical Plaza, Suite 465 
Los Angeles, CA 90095 
(800) 825-2752 
www.uclaplastic5ur9ery.com 

Vicki Ropaport, M.D. 
Marvin Ropaport, M.D. 

Rapaport Dermatology of Beverly Hills 
436 N. Bedford Drive, Suite 306 
Beverly Hills, CA 90210 
(310) 274-4401 
www. loveyou rskn .com 

Woismann Institute 
Detoxification 

(888) 987-HOPE 
www, op iates.com 

Wayne Grodmon, M.D., 
Director 

Beverly Hills Vein Center 

450 N. Roxbury Drive, Suite 275 

Beverly Hills, CA 90210 

(310) 278-7710 

(866)- BHVeins 

Zein E. Obogi, M.D. 

9033 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 100 
Beverly Hills, CA 9021 1 
(310) 275-3030 
www.obagi .com 
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MARKETPLACE 

WHERE LOS ANGELES SHOPS 



ADVENTURES & DESTINATIONS Mexico 



REAL ESTATE 



Europe 



IRELAND & GREAT BRITAIN 



GREAT TRIPS UNLIMITED 
Unique Vacation Rentals 
www.gtunlimlted.com 
1-888-239-9720 



Cottages, Castles 
Manor Houses 



London Flats 
Townhouses 



Hawaii 

Maui/Kihei 2bd2ba OcMnviaw: Walk to Shops/ 
Restaurants/Beach 310-503-7017, mauimikes@aol.com 



KONA. Luxury 3 BR horn*. $1960/ weak, 
www.dddaloha.com or 800-360-9005 



Fairytale Dreamhouse on tropical 10 acres. 
Privacy, pool, views, happynest.com 



Mammoth 



Mexico Vilia Rentals 

Luxury Villa and Resort Vacation Rentals 
Los Cabos - Puerto Vallarta - Cancun 
www.cabovillarentab.com, www.vallartavillarBntals.com, 
www.canajnvillarBntals.com Tot Free 1-877-944-2226 



Wed or Vacation in Paradise 

wvwv.casadelossietepatios.com 



CABO: Luxury oceanfront condo resort rentals 
laestanciavacations.com 888-716-7292 



New York 

B & B NETWORK OF NY 200-^ accommodations, 
mostly Manhattan. Hosted & unhosted. 
From $80/night. 800-900-8134 



Pismo Beacli 

Sunset Hideaway 2bd2ba Oceanview. 

Walk to shops/restaurants/beach, 888-GO-PISMO 



Sporting Clubs 



LEARN TO PLAY POLO 

THE SPORT OF KINGS! 





Caufornia Polo Club 




LosAngfUs. Cjltfomtj 




8I8-558-POLO 




wu'w.califimiapoIiKiub.com 




(BEGINNER RIDERS WELCO.Mt i 



Homes For Sale 

Want Mid-century Modern/Eichler? Elaine 
Edford, Re/Max Olson 818-366-3300, Ext. 1225 



HOME RESOURCES 
Home Furnishings 




Home Improvement 



The Finest in Architectural Finishes 



QftmniibD' 

r A 1 N T <: o M p .V > > 

Tee Catalog 213-: 
www.sydneyharborpaints.com 



'■fj r A 1 N T 

Call for Free Catalog 213-228-8440 



Gold Coast Marble - Marble polishing, floor 
restoration, sealing, grout cleaning. Real estate 
prep. 818-348-3266, 818-801-9503 

Window Treatment 

\ 




Custom Window Wear 
By 

Interior Designer 

Haya NoF 

818-744-8860 
^ www.hayanoflifeityle.com 



Mammoth Premiere Reservations 

• Fully equipped condos througtioul Mammollt 

• Studios to 4 bedrooms w/ loft (pnvate spas) 

• Discount golf at Sierra Star 

• Walk to shopping and restaurants 

Book Online mammothpremiere.com 
or Call 800-336-6543 



RATES: $57 per line, minimun 2 lines per ad, Frequency discounts available. PAYMENT: Using MC, VISA, or AMEX. Must 
be included with copy and received by the 5th of the 2nd nnonth preceding cover date. All ads accepted at Publisher's 
discretion. TO PLACE YOUR AD: Call (800) 407-7067 



AUGUST 2004 LOS ANGELES 251 



SHOPPING 



Jewelry 



Instruction 



The ]VIo§§ House 

Events Invitations Cards 
Wrapping Gifts Flowers 
/or children 




Visit TIk- Mow llmw — 
LA'S only exclusive 
children's stationary and 
specialty party bouuque. 
Find enchanung gifts, 
invitations and the 
biggest selection of 
unique wrapping 
and greeting cards 
for children anywhere 
in town! 

323 * 664 * 5601 

themosshouse.net 

Grand Opening 

July 2004 

Join us for our Weekly Reading Hour 

Thursday 11:00 am 
I'SnjcfiS provided for ihe luile ones.') 

1936 Hillhurst Ave., Los Feliz 90027 

Uenivm iha ad and receiw a free greeting card of your 
choice wtr/i any purchase ihru September 30. 2O04. 



Art 

Paintings Wanted. 

Highest prices paid. Actively buying early 
California & American paintings. Patrick Kraft, 
800-833-9185 or www.kargesfineart.com 



Baskets Extraordinaire 

Deb's Deligiits Custom Designed Gift Baskets. 
See Debbie Dinners Ad on Page 253. 



Gift Ideas 



•Tired of .<t'iuinu] 
Try Chocolate Tulips, 
Cliotolyi-iWftrJBJ more.. 




Beverh 



FAMILY OWNED 
AND OPERATED 
SINCE 1938 



We buy, sell & loan on fine jewelry 



vAvw.beverlyioan.com 310-275-2555 | 



Musical Instruments 

Guitar & Amps, new, used, vintage. Cool effects, 
Gibson, Gretsch & more. Expert repairs, Lessons 
TrueTone Music 310-393-8232 



SERVICES 
Business Services 



^ JT Capital 

The Key to Your Financial Stability 

Get cash now for your outstanding invoices. 
Call us now at {866) 215-1 600 or visit 
www.jtccash.com 



Domestic Services 



THE HELP COMPANY 

"The Most Exclusive Domestic Agency 
Serving Both Coasts" 
20 years in business 
Estate Managers, Couples, Chefi, Nannies, 
Housekeepers, Exec and Personal Assistants 

(310) 828-4111 




Distinguished Domestic Services 

An Elite Placement Agency 



, .|iti» 



i 



St Estate Managers • Housemen • Persona) 
I Assistants • Chefs * ChaufTeur/Secunty 



Representing only the mutt prufcs^ianal appUouili and clientele 

14376 Ventura Blvd.. Sherman Oaks, CA 91423 
PHONE: 818.789.9666; FAX: 818.789.6156 

www.distinguisheddomestics.com 



www.cloudnineconfections.com 949-720- 1 48 1 



o 

(To 

Fam ily M atters 



Quality Placements and 

Personal Professional Service 

. Nannies • Housekeepers 
• Estate Monogers • Companions 
• Chefs • Persona! Assistonts 

(310) 444-1424 

www.familymaHersagency.com 



Educational Consultant & Advocate-Resources. 

Sp. Ed. & Reg. Cred. 949-640-2847 



Organizers 



DISORGANIZED? Turn your chaos into order! 
For all your organizing needs. ..Guaranteed. 
Stephanie 310-489-3191- member of NAPO 



•CLUTTER BUSTER for Homes & Offices. 
Great Rates! www.dutterbuster.net 310-271 -4909 



OFFICE OVERHAUL Home & Business. Paper 
Specialist. Clutter Projects. 310-820-3353 



C'est FInl: Organize your office, your home, your 
ife! www.cestfini.com 310-854-2052 



Personal Concierge 



> PERSONAL 

QUIDE Los Angeles 

For the High-powered Executive 
Business Person who is visiting 
LA. or moving to L.A. 

HfUaunme • Duavn • HfoJiJt Ciuht • Rtat 
fjutf • Can • flauU • TmvH * Shcppin^ 

Ask 

DEAR Ms. D'ARCY 
310.288.3503 

Your Tour Guule. Showingyou ti)t 
im anfi outs of LA. 



i 



Balloons 

**SPECIAL" 100 - 1 1" Balloons: $69,95. Free 
Del: BH / nearby Balloon Bookie 310-271-7771 

Bands/Musicians 



Vis ••a ••Vis Dynamic and Versatile 

Duo. Guitar, Keyboards, Vocals. 
Weddings, Parties, Special Occasions. 

"Great music, great party"! 
Don 323-848-8194. www.visavismusiccom 



2 52 LOS ANGELES AUGUST 2004 



FOR YOUR SPECIAL OCCASION 

Solo guitar, flute & guitar, other ensembles. 
Classical, Jazz, Pop. Bill, 818-989-1995. 



Highly Acclaimed Music By Tony Bennett's Ex 
Bassist, Alan Mack Group, a la Sinatra, Bennett, 
Jazz, Swing, Violins, Background. 310-471-7473 



"QUALITY iVIUSIC** For your party needs. 
Pianist * Dance * Top 40 * Jazz * Dixieland * 
Uoyd H«b«rt Orchestras 818-841-6706 



www.PlanistOnCall.coin $75/HR. Cocktail, Jazz, 

Standards. Your Piano or Mine. 888-284-6422 



Caricaturists 

CARICATURES BY KATIE RALSTON 

Excellent likenesses! 20+ yrs. intnl exp. 
Corporate, Private & Industry Events 
310-289-3189 



***TED JEWELL*** 
Really Cool Caricatures By Popular TV ARTIST 

Private & Corporate Events * 323-467-4822 



*GREG DOHLEN CARICATURES* Fun, fast & 
accurate! www.dohlenstudios.com 562-439-7635 



Catering 



INNERS 



Debbie's 



Event Planning & Full Service Catering 
Specialty Gift Baskets 

^ 323-936-4545 W-WW.DEBBirSDINNERS.COM f f 



PREFERENTIAL TREATMEi^ = Party Planning, 

Catering & Staffing 818-757-3113, 
www.preftreat.com. "Chris Naylor is a great 
man, he makes great food, and he's a great 
dancer!" - Adam Sandler 



"ANYONE FOR TEA CATERING?" 

Absolutely fabulous English tea parties & more. 
As featured in Womens Wear Daily & Angeleno. 
310-456-5067, www.anyonefortea.net 



Dancers 

www.PARTYSTRIPPERS.com 

LA'S finest male & female strippers. 800-679-6999 



DJs & Discs 

I'M A GIRL DJ How about a woman's touch? 
Entertainer Of The Year. 31 0-652-641 6 



Hip Hollywood DJ's From velvet ropes to you. 
818-610-3293 www.GreatPeopleMusic.com 



Fun with Kids 

*VISIT THE FARM* Over 100 animals. Pony rides. 
We deliver to your party! 8101 Tampa, Reseda. 
Open Saturday and Sunday 10am-5pm. 
Admission $5.00. 818-341-6805 



Handwriting Analysis 

Sensational Entertainment Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, 

Picnics & All Occasions. Lenora 818-761-6294 



Interactive Entertainment 

'Murder Mystery- Keith & Marge's* 

Over 7,000 Corporate/Private Parties since 1985. 
From 20-2000 People! Quotes, References, Video! 
310-836-7700 www.murdermystery.com 



Limo Service 

Luxury Livery 8i Transportation 

"Full Sen/ice 24 Hr. Limo & Car Service" 
Discount Rates, Professional Chauffeurs 
310 277-5466, 818 713-9966 (tcp 4984 p) 



Magicians 



DAVID AVADON 

Magic Castle Favorite A 

Stunning Magic! 
Daring Pidpodeting! 
Outrageous Humor! 
All Performed by the Most 
Entertaining Wonder Worlcer. 

310 397 5539 



MAGIC To BU3W YOUR MIND! - David Neuisauer 

Magic Castle Entertainer for ALL Occasions. 
www.dnmagic.com Toll Free: 1-866-51 -MAGIC 



Party Entertainers 



The Party Songmaker 



Gerry Robinson creates humorous songs 
about each person at your party, 
he makes people l-augh! 
He's entertained Bob Hope, Liz tayljor, 
Leno... Birthdays, anniversaries. Roasts, 
'This is your ufe" in song. Bar Mitzvahs, 
Corporate/Private parties, trade Shows. 



Call Gerry- 
He'll make UP A 
song for you- 
on the phone 



310-827-1283 

WWW.THEPARTYS0NGMAKER.COM 




By Yow 

Irv-Home^ 

PCUMtlt 

Yowieif 

CernnUo Partley 




Jeannie AJan 

Ou-nrr 

CiMG Crc4tioni 
Tel: (81H) 'K)S-03I'J 
jearjiiei? jddphanei 



ENTERTAINMENT CONTRACTOR One call 
gives the personal touch to make your event a 
success. Entertainment for any occasion. Clowns, 
mimes, carnival rides, food carts, magicians, psy- 
chics, laser karaoke, murder mysteries, virtual re- 
ality, inflatables & much more. Liven up your 
party with Tipsy Waiters or Fighting Couples. 
Entertainment for Adults & Children. NEWI Post 
Card Photo Booth, Photo Bobble Heads & 
Remote Controlled Robot. 323-256-9613, web- 
site: ww.ecparties.com 



Hilarious stand-up comedy to liven up your 
next company event. Free demo video. 
213-445-6595 or Fortune500Comedian.com 



•HYPNOTISM SHOW* Since 1979, as featured 
on Mark & Brian, Carnival Jubilee. All occasions, 
and all audiences. Hilarious, yet "cruelty-free." 
Includes prizes, souvenir video and more. Marc 
Bachrach 1-800-HYPNO4U (497-6648). 



Unique Custom Made Comedy for 
Private/Corp & Bachelorette Parties. All Party 
Needs Handled! Howie 818-807-5333 



Vegas Style Latin, Brazilian 8i French Can Can 
Shows for Private / Corp Events Including 
Weddings, etc. 818-700-5283 
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if you're tired o/SinQlS rooms 
with Single beds 
on Single vacations and 
married friends telling you 
how great it is being Single, 
make one Single phone call. 




Party Staff/ Bartenders 




'omehow sitting on a balcony and watching a wonderful sunset 
is a lot more wonderful when you're sharing it with a very 
special someone. 

But how do you fmd that someone? 

Simply call Debra Winkler Personal Search, the most successful 
matchmaking service in California. 

Successful because Debra and her associates will only match you 
with a person who's truly compatible: someone with similar life 
goals who's ready to commit to a real relationship. 

If you've made the decision not to be single any longer, make 
the decision to call us now and set up a complimentary 
meeting that's private and confidential. 



858.535.1555 ^ 949.760.6600 ^ 310.777.6900 

LA JOLLA IRVINE BEVERLY HILLS 



(0(KTiiiU m 



ELEGANT COCKTAIL SERVICE 

RARE AND WONDERFUl LIBATIONS FROM A BYGONE ERA 
PARTIES, NUPTIALS, DINNERS, CUSTOM MENUS 
WWW.VINTAOiCOCKTAIlS.COM 818.985.9096 



PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT = Party 
Planning, Catering & Staffing. 818-757-3113, 
www.preftreat.com. 



www.beautifulbartenders.com or 310-600- 
1077. Since 1997, BB is the original premiere 
model type staffing that provides unique talent. 



HOST HELPERSI Since 1980 Bartenders, sen/ers, 
clean-up. Last minute calls. OKI 800-258-0349 



Valet Parking 



•**PARiaNG SPACES INC.*** 30+ YRS EXP 

Comm. ~ Valet - Special Events. 323-962-5900 



DRIVE VALET SERVICES, LLC Valet, Doormen 
wrtvw.drivevaletparking.com 310-821-9933 



PERSONAL SERVICES '\ 

CITYVIBE! 



PrivMCompanlsns 

Hr The Discerning 

GiMlOIIIUl 



Ltamii 

MniinMxltyvne.cMa 
udclMOMlmn 
iMMlrais tf itcal idtfemstn 



Party Locations 

Worid Famous Fantasy Island Niglit Club - 

Great for Bachelor & Bachelorette, Wrap Parties & all 
occasions. We have DJs, Dancers, Catering & Private 
Room. 11434WPico Blvd., LA, 90064, 310473-5678. 



Party Planners 

CHINESE ENTERTAINMENT 

Single source for all Chinese entertainers, dining, 
& decor: lion, dragon, aaobats, dancers & musicians. 
323-721-0774, www.chinatowncenter.com 



Full Service Production 8i Entertainment 

Private & Corporate. 805-494-6418 
www.WorldClassProductionslnc.com 



•The Party Co*. Full Service Event Company 
Locations/Decor/Catering/Fundraising/Kids. 
323-931-6688, www.ThePartyCo.com 



THE MOSS HOUSE Complete Planning for 
Nostalgic Kid's Events. See Ad on Page 252 
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Companion Reviews, 
the REAL information 
you need to know. 

TheEroticReview.com 




mKErsriiirsjiiuaimmii 

Seeking a companion for dinner, 
cocktails or just fabulous conversation? 

Hotel ca'i's \r^elccwea .r-'o-jt 24 hcjrs 

CALL JENNIFER, (310) 883-4855 



the most beautiful single 

women on the west coast 



1 




Free online directory I 
of private Incall and^ ' 
outcall adult 
w^m entertainment ' )n_ 

Fipf: cenrerfolds, adult stars and upscale companions 
Real Photos-Real Phone Numbers 

EliteSheet.NET 





Massage 



Divine Star Treatment 

For Relaxation & Stress Reduction 
Hotel Calls Welcome 
"'-^/t? "K"0UTCALLS ONLY" 24 Hours 

310-713-2212 



EDUCATED, WARM THERAPIST 

Deep Tissue Relief & Hypnotic Light Touch. 
•Olivia, 310-829-5169* 



Gentlemen, if you are looking for an easier way to start a relationship 
with a beautiful, fit, intelligent, and financially responsible woman, we 
are the agency for you. 



"If you are 
ready to 
settle down 
with an 
8, 9 or 10, 
we need 
to talk." 



With over a decade of experience, Model Qualitylntroductions 
Is ttie most effective recruiting agency in the nation for 
commitment-oriented men seeking t>eautitul women. Wait until 
you hear how we operate! 

MQI seeks out gorgeous women for positions in our database. 
We've handpicked people at 4,000 events. We offer them the 
potential opportunity to meet attractive, upscale, intelligent, 
financially secure, and commitment minded men like you. We 
ask them in return to refer their most attractive girtfriends to us 
to ensure an ever-expanding database of high caliber women. 



We will help you screen for women whose primary concern is income. 

Please see a sampling of these ladies on our website and apply for an in-office 
evaluation. Let> meet $UKt discuss the possibilities. 



MODEL QUALITY INTRODUCTIONS, INC. 
1-866-MODELS4 




Gentleinen's Luxurious Private Pampering 

Relax & Enjoy Full Body Pleasures Today. 
Upscale, Westside. Amanda 310-466-8787 



DELUXE iVIASSAGE, Hotel Calls Welcomed. *iVIELTDOWN* by Warm, Trained, instinctive 

For Gentleman Only B Hills, Jane, 310-289-4777 Good Hands. Callie 310-659-7623 



ExquisKe European Bodyworic. 

Outcall. Brigitte 310-960-0130. 



Exquisite European Bodyworic. 

Outcall. Brigitte 310-960-0130. 



•REDUCE TENSION TODAY WITH THE ASIAN 
METHODl* Outcall, Mimi, 818-636-9908. 



Australian Masseuse 

Honest & Reliable. Amelia 323-363-1638 



Ladles Massage Deiigirt A therapeutic & relaxing massage by licensed 

The Ultimate Experience. David 310-204-6844 CMT. In/out calls. Mira 310-397-0199 
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MAGGIE BEFORE 



AS SEEN ON 




V 




NO PILLS • NO SURG 



Extreme Makeover's 

jKrsonal Iraiiwr. Michael 
Tl) II rmond. I rn n.sjormed 
Maggie from u size 8 to a size 1 
with his unique program. 

"/ tried shakes, diets, even personal trainers 
and nothing worked - so I was skeptical. 
Wow. I lost 2S lbs. and hud my body totally 
reshaped and toned, all in 8 weeks! I am so 
happy n ith the results. Thanks. Michael. " 

- Maggie G. 
Call today and find out how we 
can do it for you. jPjBfc 

Micliaen^fiurmonfr.s 

BODY MAKEOVER 

CKAGED FOODS 




Skin Fitness 



Diet and 
exercise are 
not the only 
answers to 
skin fitness. 

NowThermage 
can do for 
your skin what 
workouts do 
for your body! 

The medically proven approach tor actually 
tightening and toning your skin without sur- 
gery — in only 1-2 Thermage treatments your 
skin can look smoother, sleeker, younger. 

Thermage 

cutting edge technology without the cutting 



Raymond A. Shofler mo. ka.c 

Cornell Medical School 

Member American Academy of Cosmetic Surgery 

www. sho fler.com 

866-48Therm 866-488-4376 

2601 W. Alameda. Suite 314. Burbank. CA 91505 



SPIRITUAL GUIDANCE 
Astrologers 



(ii'i NiiiiteStDateStlttnes and Places!'" 

as soon or. IV 

Talk to Amazing Celebrity Asti-ologer/Psychic 

* Tetty 

1-888-334-7785 

$3.99 per minute 

Top 10 Avtrologer/Psychits in America 

www.terrynazon.com 




Psychics 



Give yourself a gift 

(.id a IckpluiiK- rtadinj; wlili 

Jeanne 

('hnrvoyaiu from hirrh 
H.irv.ird (.ilucainl 
866-3JEANNE (353-2663) 
781-239-3489 
visa/mc/amcx/dist 



Psychic 
counseldvjg 

"life cnanging. stunning accuracy" 

Julie Bradberry 

310-837-9821 
loinree 888-597-6425 

VISAWCAMEX 



MAUBU'S RESIDENT PSYCHIC Accurate, 
astounding advisor to recent U.S. Presidents & 
celebs. Powerful insights for love, prosperity, 
peace & health. 37 yrs experience. MCA/isa/Amex 
AVERI TORRES 310457-3157, www.averi.coin 



Parties/Private Readings, 310-820-7280 Tarot, 
Palmistry, Handwriting. CBS, Ent. Tonite. 
www.judyhevenly.com 



A True Psychic Mrs. Tracy - * Special Tarot Card 
Reading $35.00 * , www.atruepsychic.com, 

310-659-3610 



PRIVATE & PARTY READINGS 
"Most accurate..." L.A. Times View Section 

Jessica G. Fairmont - 310-475-4896. 



UVING PSYCHIC GUIDE Phone Readings, 35 Yrs 
Exp - Nancy R. Kaufman, Ph.D. 310-459-1050 



Private/Phone Reading. Reiki Healing. 1 Free ? 
angelconnectionsbylori.com 310-547-9420 



PSYCHIC Phone Readings MICHAEL LAFFERTY 

215-482-6517, www.psychicread.com, CCA/isa 



Rated Among Top 100 U.S. Psychics, 

www.SpencerGrendahl.com, 310-838-6077 



PERSONAL BEST 



Beauty 



The Healing Rose 



Holistic Skin Care Center 
Truly Unique 
Organic Dr. Hauschka 
Facials and Products 

t he Path to Timlh 



woodland Hills S18.SBS.S103 

www.healingro8acenter.com 



th VT 



Your Best Haircut and 
■\ Hair Color! 

lA COUPE 

Lintermans 



Beverly Hills 



4 12 N. Bedford Drive » 310 274 5 106 
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Private Training 

CHANGE YOUR BODY IN 6 WKS! Personal 
trainer/nutritionist. Defined Physiques. 
310-585-3773. 



ONE TO ONE FITNESS - Private fitness 
training. 818-769-4922, LAprivatetralner.com 



•^ant A Body Like An Athlete? Then Tram 
Like One! " 818-353-3242, www.LinaRobson.coni 



Sexual Health 



SEX THERAPY - UCLA trained SURROGATES 
818-990-8917 Don Etkes, Ph.D., SexEsteem.com 



Uri Peles, MD, Sexual Anti-Aging Medicine, 
Sexual Enhancement, peles.com, 800-200-2468 



SELECTIVE PEOPLE 
Femmes 

Quality Healthy Professional Black Lady, 60ish. 

Seeking compatible, refined, healthy gentleman. 
Race Open. 310-81 5-8403, Send Note To 0804F1 



GO rOR THE GOLD 

with the premier Worldwide dating service. 

o 




Century City 310.229.9393 • South Bay 31 0.937.8200 
Valley 818.548.9988 • Orange County 949.251.9494 

Dating for Busy Professionals* • Over 65 Locations Worldwide 

With one phone coll you'll be on your way to meering busy professionals like yourself in o 
nopressure atmosphere. With over 12 yeors of experier>ce and more than 65 locations worldwide, we're first dote 
specialists. Call It's Just Lunch today and meet someone new tomorrowl 



,1* 


0 









South American Beauty, Ph D , 50s ISO 6' 2 " 

48-58, prof man for LTR. 0804F2 



RESPOND BY MAIL 

Simply place yotir Itner inside i stamped envelope and wnte 
the advernser code in the lower left corner. Then, place yoar 
lenerts) inside i 2nd stamped envelope and mail to: las *ng^ 
Haguinc MarVttpUct. S900 Wilthin Blvd.. lOth Roor, Los 
Angeles. CA 90036 

Advertiser, respondees must be 18. i.os Angete Magazine 
assumes no liability for any content or replies. 



Single Events 



The Single 
Gourmet 



For the Best in 
LA&OC 

Fun, friends, & 
fine dining 



800-750-DINE www.SingleGourmetLACXI.com 



The imfkufL^ 

la's hippest speed (dating events! 
Meet up to 30 singles in 1 night! 



www.The-HookUp.com 



SELECTIVE 






ITS WHO YOU ARE. im WHO SHE IS. 1 1 S HOVV VVli SLARCH. 

We ari' SclcctiM' .Search <'iil>' finil ihai applies <. \i.\\iii\i.- ruitmfnl 

methodology to personal matcftmaking. Our unii|ue buMiicss nwxJel has earned us 
one of ihe higliesi success rales in the incliistrj'. All polcnlial matches are intensively 
|")re-scrcvned and hand-picked to ensure precision for our discriminating clientele. 




T>ate Se(ect\\'e(\f 

SELECTIVE SE'aRCH 



Women join free • Call 323-653-0900 • www.selectivesearch-inc.com 
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1 HI. MRS 1 
MATCHMAKER 
EVER IN THE 
GUINNESS 
WORLD 
RECORDS ! 



frORLY 

WORLD'S BEST 
MATCHMAKER 



WHAT IS THE MEDIA 
SAYING ABOUT ORLY? 




CNN News, Live with Duvid (:<>ddn<m 

"Orly is the Rolls Royce of niaichmaking..." 

NBC Kvcninf* News 

"Orly. matchmaker for 25 years..." 

VHI Speciiil 

■*Oriy's service is designetl tor the pnifessionals..." 

AM Eos Angeles Show 

"Orly's clients were married live on the show..." 

.\B<," Eyfwilness News 

"Orly. w<irld renowned matchmaker..." 

KTEA Morning News 

"f)rly. matchmaker in action..." 

ABC 5 O C Iock News 

"Orly is nationally and internationally known...' 
Headline News 

"Orly's clients are the crdme de la cr^me..." 

AM Philudelphiu Show 

"Orly's clients are simply top of the line..." 

Cleveluiid Tonight Show 

"Orly. a touch <)f class ft>r selective singles..." 

<)ranj;e County New Channel 

"Orly was bom a matchmaker. " 

AM Norlhwe.st Show. ()re})on 

"Orly, author of finding the perfect match..." 



(t<M>d Evenins Seattle Show 

"Orly is an investment in your future ." 

The Dimi Petty Show. Canada 

"Orly can change your life..." 

CBS Noon News 

"Orly has a dream date for you..." 

CBS Cupid Shi>w 

"Orly is a real marriage broker..." 

USA Toda> Newspaper 

"Orly matches the rich and successful..." 

Company Show Detroit 

"Orly made countless successful introductions.. 

The Roseanne Barr Sh<iw 

"Orly is a unique personal matchmaker..." 

.\merican Journal Show 

"Orly. a matchmaker wiili a sixth sense..." 

The (><Hid Company Show, Minnesota 

"Orly is a celebrity matchmaker..." 

Politically Incorrect 

"Orly has a match for the sincere singles..." 

Los Angeles Times 

"Orly's video tape is captivating..." 

Fox TV News 

"Orly. featured in thousands of publications.. 



Single Services 



(310) 858-5576 • Beverly Hills, USA 




Japanese Woman 
as Your Soul Mate 

Our professional matchmaking 
services aj'e tailor-made to meet 
your individual needs. 



apan. Inc. 3 1 0-246-0428 



w .destinaj apan.com/cnl 




Since 1998. the 
Svellana Agency 
has been Southern 
California's unique 
place to meet 
gorgeous, intelligent 
women from around 
the world. With our 
lavish parties and 
personalized service, 
you're sure to find 
the woman of 
your dreams. 



SVETLA NA 
AGENCY 



Inquire About 
Our Parties! 



949/718.0266 310/247.9988 

newporl beach bewerly hills 

www.svetlanaagency.com 



Personal 
Matchmaking 



For Busy. Upscale. ' 

Discriminating Professionals ^'"^ Staff 

800-923-4200 «V 310-288-8380 

Beverly Hills • Redondo Beach • Westlake 

lor a FREE coasultation today. 1o rcati ahoiit our 
many satisfied client testimonials, gp to our website: 

www.ElitcConncclioiis.com 



pid $■ 



LOVE IS EASY TO FIND™ 



if you know ^ ^ > 
I r r ©oach 
Julie Ferman, 

Cupid's Coach 

V Register online its FREE, and Private 
Impersonal Search Services: SIOOO and up. 

(includes photos and penonal consuliaiionj 

V Events - Inspirational and FUN 



l!<jiS(rpff«i»l,w*M(«iiiKork,ptaf f^ge: 877-345-LOVE 

Los Angeles: 310-979-4331 julie4CupidsC0ach.com 
Westlake Village: B05-37 1 -9557 wvm.CupidsCoach.com 



Volunteer. 



9 



American Heart 
Association 
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aterial 



Bevkrly Hills Newport Beach San Francisco Scottsdale New York 



As seen in Mane Ctaire. Elle and on Dateline. £' Entertainment, 

NBC. ABC. Fox. UPN. BBC. and CBS Good Morning News 
JOIN THE - «< Inuriutiwul service - 



MILUONAIRE'S CLUB 



ARE YOU SEARCHING 
FOR THE PERFECT lOI 



Arc \X)U a succcsshil man who has 
c\x:r\Thing bm the right woman? VCt 
have hundreds of gorgeous wtinicn 

with MODia. ixx^Ks. 

MIND, and SPIRrT...and picnircs to 
pro\¥ id .'\sk about our MiUkinairc's 
V , Rmnch. Itaiinuni Membership, and 

Singles (Vicncinip. Women join Itm! 




Not an escort service - only for the reUttonship-minded. 

866-DATES-4U or 3I0-306-7280 

www.millionairesclub 1 23.com 



BeaMtiM\Vomen - Successjitl Men " 

310-859-6929 

Dialing Bennett Mfltcliniak 



/)ieet-a-/?iafe 

_ ^h/ff/tri' //iirft'/i//iii/n/'i/ Jf>r 1H1T /iS/yiif/i^ 

Tlw higliei qiuliiy. mKi idtam penonalittil uma 
ciwnng U a™) OC. As i«n on «C ETOMf NMEOWR 



Contact Eva & Sherry Singer 

Mother & Daughter Team 

www.meetamate.com • 310-914-3444 



Businesswomen of LA! 

Windsor serves the needs of today's busy career 
woman. We make available distinguished, refined 
gentlemen for accompaniment to a wide array of 
corporate and social events in Southern California 
and neighboring states. For more information: 
jasniine@windsorservicesinc.com 



EXCLUSIVE ASIAN MATCHMAKER Seeking 
marriage minded & well educated men. 213-384-5402 



Introductions to beautiful, 
refined Asian women. 310-592-1938 



310.271.6500 949. 494. 77+4 415.332.41 1 1 602.522.4200 212.448.1 141 




Single ? 

The most important investment 
^ of jour life should not 
be left to chance. 



Kelleher & Associates 

exquisite matc hma king since 1986 

4^h- 



310.271 .6500 



\ 



Keileher's name is recognized both national^ and internationally as the 
most successful and reputable matchmaking firm in the country. 
We facilitate discreet introductions to accompli^)l(•d. highly attractive, 
like-minded men and women seeking their ideal partner. 



WWW. KELLEHER- ASSOCIATES. COM 

Featured on: Entertainment Tontght. NBC. CNN. The BBC, Extra. FOX News. Men are from Mars. 

Women are from Venus. NewsHour with Jim Lehrer. and E! Entertainment Televiiion. 
Seen in: W. Playboy. US. !n Touch. eCompanv. Town fi- Country. People, and Los Angeles Afo^G^rne. 



Meet L.A.'s Dynamic & 
Eligible Singles 

By Placing Your ... 
Personal Advertisment 
today in our 
"Selective People"section. 



Call 800-407-7067 




UOLLYGROVP' 



CARING FOR CHILDREN SINCE 1880 

Tucked away in the heart of Hollywood on a 
3.5 acre campus is Hollygrove Children and 
Family Services, a loving home and foster 
family agency serving abused and neglected 
children. Healing at Hollygrove begins with a 
safe, nurturing environment that provides a 
balance of intensive therapy and opportunities 
for creative expression and growth. 



800 NORTH VINE STREET, LOS ANGELES, CA 90038, (323) 769-7125, WWW.HOLLYGROVE.ORG 
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Radius 9. {Tranquil design versus a hectic waste 
of time. Two long, curved metal plates hold in 
their center - time. The watches of Niessing's 
Radius 9 line are curved ergonomically, in a 
radius of 9 centimeters. The leather wristband 
is gently guided in between the metal plates, 
manufactured in gold, platinum, or stainless 
steel. Choose your watch in quartz, automatic, 
or hand-wound. Prices start at $1,300. Give the 
gift of time to yourself or someone you love. 
Absolutely Niessing.i 
Niessing Los Angeles, Beverly Center 
ph 310.659.5216 vww.niessing.com 



NIESSING 

Beverly Center 



